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When you read this, Opening Day 2008 will be history. I can tell you 
that the weather was spectacular and the turn out Saturday evening 
was fantastic. We have now kicked off the official start to the 2008 
boating season. A special thanks to Mark and Kim Jacobson for orga-
nizing a great event. To all the volunteers that helped, thank you. 

With a great season ahead of us and many events to attend, we still 
do not have a chair for the Pub Crawl. Fuel prices what they are; I 
would hope we can do this event closer to home than Ganges. If any-
one is interested in chairing this event, please contact one of the 
board members or flag officers. A suggestion is Friday Harbor. They 
do have pubs there, although I have just heard rumors. I personally 
would have no knowledge of the pubs in Friday Harbor. 

Many of you participated in a survey that was conducted by Rear Commodore Ellie Baugh. Thank 
you for taking the time. The information collected is very helpful in guiding the club for the future. 
One item that came up was the Channel Marker. 70% of respondents indicated that the online ver-
sion was what they read. It is in color and also allows members to access links from the website to 
other boating areas. While I do not advocate discontinuing the paper version of the newsletter, I do 
support reducing the distribution numbers, Currently the Channel Marker costs the club $2400.00 
per year to distribute in paper form. In the near future, you will be ask to specify whether you want 
the paper version or just the online version. I want to make one thing clear. Those that want the 
paper version will continue to receive it. In this day of increasing cost for everything, we as a board 
are always looking at ways to keep the cost of the dues down. 

Enough of the business end of the club. I am looking forward to a great season of boating. It may 
be at 8 knots, but I will still get there. We have the Kids’s Cruise coming up and the Steak Fry. I 
plan on attending both events if possible. Most of you know that my travel schedule can be crazy. 
Kenny Gundersen stated that he had not seen me for months. I think he was exaggerating, but on 
the other hand he may have been right. I hope to see you all around a lot more this summer. 

Remember that fuel is only a small part of boat ownership. Do not let the price at the pump dis-
suade you from fun. 

 

Wayne Welde 
Commodore 
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The results of the Membership Survey are in.  I have posted them on 
the website for all to see.  Please take some time to visit the site and  
review them.  If you have not been to the website before, here is the 
link: 
 
http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/ 
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For the want of a ? 

OK, I’m sorry. I’ve been writing about how spring is in the air and coming around the cor-
ner, and we will all be out boating very soon.  I forgot to look around the other corner. 

Now I’m sitting with my morning coffee on this great SPRING CLEAN day, getting ready 
to go to the club house. But looking out the window, it looks more like shoveling instead 
of cleaning gutters. SNOW. Not just snow, but big fluffy quarter size flakes. Now being 
like everyone else and feed up with the Normal Northwest Spring,” wait five minutes and 
it will change”, I put in my order for Great weather on Opening Day, we will see. 

One of the comments made on our recent survey is that we should plan more on the wa-
ter events instead of using the Club House. My reply to that would be that the club is our 
gathering point for on the water activities. It is easier to sit and discuss issues with fellow boaters, and plan those 
events. We don’t have many boats, were we can gather 20-40 people. I always look forward to being “OUT”, but when 
the weather and our economy mandate otherwise, the club house is a great social gathering location. And now, thanks 
to NEIL BROSNON we have a deck heater that works. 

See you all on Opening Day, on the water and at the club house. 

 
Mark S. Jacobson 
Vice Commodore 
WHY NAUT NOW  
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Fourteen boats showed up for the Bowling and Bonfires event at Friday Harbor last March. On Saturday, many brave 
souls took their dinghies over to Turn Island for some Johnsonville brats. The best part was the three inches of snow 
(hail) that fell down like pennies from Heaven. Some folks left and some stayed and made snow angels on the beach, 
which we promptly dubbed “Hail’s Angels.” There were some new members at the fire. I’m not sure they’ll be back, as 
they were stranded there for the entire storm.  

Moonlight bowling was filled with lots of fun and lots of pizza. 
SYC member Will Cox called from Hawaii and bought the en-
tire group a round of beverages. 

Mark the-tractor-seller Jacobson and Dan the-boat-seller 
Byrd battled it out for the best score and trophy until the last 
frame of the night, when out of nowhere, Lynn Hoeft came 
from behind to grab the lead and the hardware from a still-
shocked and bewildered Mark and Dan. She promptly went 
home and bought herself and new pink ball, bag and two-
toned shoes. 

I think some of the folks who attended had a good time. No 
one said they hated it. Rob Raplee, Mike Peterson, and Jeff 
Toycen (the three amigos) said they didn’t have a bad time, 
which I thought was a good sign.  

Thanks to everyone who attended, the yacht club, and the 
Gundersens for all their help.   



The results are in! Thank you to the 60 members who responded to our survey. The results 
have been handed out to the SYC board members and officers for consideration. 

A copy of the results will be available on the SYC website for all to review and a copy will be 
posted at the clubhouse. 

In general we have a very enthusiastic and positive membership who enjoy the camaraderie of 
the club, and are generally satisfied with the leadership, facilities and events that are presently 
offered.   

The results also reflect several areas of concern. These include among others, the welcoming 
of new members, the current cost of fuel, the expansion plans and the general culture of the 
club. Please be sure to read the open comments of your fellow members to see where these 
concerns lie. 

These concerns offer us the best opportunities for improvements and each will be given consideration. It is our goal to use this feed-
back as a planning tool going forward. 

I will report our progress as concerns are addressed and plans of action put in place,  

Mark your calendars! 

Ladies Cruise         May 17th 
Kid’s Cruise           June 7&8th 
Steak Fry & Golf   June 20-22nd  
 

Boating season is here!  Opening Day was fabulous.  What a great day full of fun, sunshine, and off course, Jimi Hendrix!! 

Peace. 

Ellie Baugh 
Rear Commodore 
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Ahoy! Ladies! Come join us on our 2nd annual cruise!  This is a great opportunity to take your boat as a full-fledged 
captain or jump on a SYC member’s boat and join in on the ladies’ bonding weekend. Please come! 

Friday evening, arrival of our Lady Captains, potluck appetizers, chick flicks, bonding time. 

Saturday, 10 a.m., pedicures and ankle bracelet making (possible croquette or fishing weather permitting).  

4 p.m., wine tasting (please bring your favorite bottle of wine — $8 to $15 range). Fun prizes for the best red or white 
wine, cheese and crackers provided. Potluck dinner to follow. Please arrange 
with your cruising captain on what to bring. 

Sunday, facials and champagne with breakfast….then check out! 

Please RSVP…Melissa (360) 739-8560 or Email Mel@cfmconline.com 

*Possible location change to Blakley Island due to Canadian holiday weekend. 
Ranger Dave at Sucia said there is also an International Yacht Club cruise and 
warned it is going to be extremely busy. I tried to reach Blakely Island Marina; 
however, there is no contact till May for reservations, and they have power and 
nice showers. Please keep in contact.  
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Eddyline Sea Kayak 

FOR SALE:  Eddyline Sea  Kayak - 17' (Like 
New) Kept in garage and only used a few 
times. Includes paddle and straps.  Excellent 
condition. $1700. Call Melinda 360.540.2135 

Tecma Electric Toilet 

New Tecma Electric Toilet, Bone color, with all 
install necesseties, including my expert advice 
$900, Mark Jacobson, 360-848-0716,   trac-
tors.nw@verizon.net 
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A seminar is to begin at 8:00 a.m. at the yacht club on May 29, 2008.  There will first be some class room time (2-3 
hours) followed by some practical on the docks.  We need a Volunteer boat to be used on our dock for demonstration. 
This seminar is free to any Club members that want to attend. Marina personnel from all around the Northwest will be 
there.  

Test Boat Requirements: 

Boat must be connected to shore power and 

· All demonstrations are done on the dock from the dock end of the shore cord,  

· Boat should be 50 ‘ or less,  

· Manufactured in the last ten years,  

· Properly functioning electrical system,  

· Permission to disconnect shore cord during demonstrations,  

· Permission to connect an extension cord to any easily accessible AC outlet on the boat near the stern,  

· It would be helpful to have the boat moored stern-to.  

Information on ground fault monitoring and several accident reports can be found on the following website: 

http://www.marinaguard.net 

If you would like to Volunteer your boat, contact myself or 
Paul Stannert. 

Mark S. Jacobson 
Vice Commordore 
Phone: 360-848-0716 
Fax:     360-428-5929  
 
 OR 
 
Paul Stannert 
Harbormaster 
La Conner Marina 
Phone: 360.466.3118 
Fax:     360.466.3119 
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I have elected not to report this month, in lieu I would like to submit a notice 
and a request for action by our yacht club members and any other boaters 
who happen to read this. I suggest that we as boaters consider the conse-
quences of the impending congressional ruling governing the discharge of wastewater.  Senators 
Murray and Cantwell are dragging their feet in giving their support to this legislation. 

 I encourage our membership and anyone else who would be affected by this ruling to contact our 
congressional Senators and ask for their support of the clean water bill S2766 that will preserve 
the exemption we recreational boaters have had for the last 35 years to incidental water discharge 
from normal operation of our vessels. You don’t even have to write a letter, you can click onto 
http://www.boatblue.org and add your support to their letter. If we do not take action we may be 
looking at an irritating permitting process.  
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What is the legal age requirement to operate a vess el? 
 
State regulations require that the operator of a personal watercraft must be 14 years of age or older. There is no other age require-
ment in state law, but several counties do have age restrictions for motorized vessels. 
 
Am I required to wear my lifejacket when boating? 
 
Wearing a lifejacket is required when: 
 
   1. on a personal watercraft; 
   2. being towed in a skiing-type activity behind a vessel; or 
   3. 12 years of age or younger on a vessel under 19 feet long. 
 
What is the age requirement for kids to wear lifeja ckets when boating? 
 
Twelve years of age or younger. 
 
An operator must report to the local sheriff's offi ce or police department any boating 
accident when: 
 
   1. the damage to a vessel and/or property is $500 or more, or the vessel is a complete loss; 
   2. there is an injury that requires medical treatment beyond first aid; 
   3. there is a loss of life; or 
   4. circumstances occur where the disappearance of any person engaged in recreational boating indicates injury or death. 
 
 
Do I need to register my inflatable raft? 
 
Only if a motor is installed on it. 


