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Jeff Toycen

It’s here, it’s here.....Spring is finally here and time
to hit the water!!
Our Spring membership meeting and auction
went off with great attendance and support. So much support that I am happy to say over $5,000.00 was raised
that evening. I can’t begin to tell you how proud I am to
be a part of such a wonderful group of people. Thank you
to Cheryl Stinson, Mike Rawls and Sandy Roberts along
with all those that solicited donations and set up to make
this such a great night. I also want to thank all those that
bid the items that were up for auction both silent and live.
And hey, if you weren’t able to attend fear not, you can
make a donation any time via our PayPal account on the
SYC website if you feel so compelled.
As for the business of the club, it was reported our numbers are down compared to years past. This year we have a challenge. As I indicated at the meeting, it is up
to all of us as members to continue to promote SYC both on the docks and among our
non-member boating friends. We have so much to offer beyond our reciprocity. We are
fortunate to have a beautiful clubhouse to hold off water events along with charity events
within the community, on water events that can’t compare, the parades for both Opening Day and Christmas, educational opportunities and family events along with a camaraderie and wealth of knowledge that goes beyond any island.
So, as we navigate through 2013 I ask that every member of this club share a
little of your experience with a fellow boater while out and about this season and let
them know what they are missing out on ... Come play with us!!
Cheers,
Jeff Toycen
Commodore
DownEasy
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Clubhouse Clean-up & Shakedown
Cruise
Hosted by:
Steve Hoeft and Joshua & Jody Ellingson

Saturday, April 13th
Spring brings us to our annual clubhouse clean-up projects. We will be
starting promptly at 8:00am., tackling our usual areas inside and
out. Our club always pulls together and makes this event fun as well as
productive.
Around noon-ish we will head off to Coronet Bay for an afternoon
and evening of fun with the usual potluck appys. and possibly some music to boot!
If you have ideas for projects and/or equipment to lend, please
contact: Steve Hoeft @ stevehoeft@msn.com

2013 SPRING GENERAL MEMBERSHIP WRAP-UP ... Jeff & Cryss.
Toycen

THANK YOU ... to all of you that attended this
year’s Spring General Membership meeting and Fund-raising Auction and to the auction organizers. All of the work
put in by Cheryl Stinson, Mike & Linda Rawls and Sandy Roberts paid off in spades. At the last tally, this auction
brought the club just over $5,000! There were boating gadgets of all kinds, artwork donated by local artists (several
by our own Michael Arthur), trips to places far and near (Doc’s Grill in Pt. Townsend with some boat-friendly goodies thrown in for extra measure), haul-outs donated by our local facilities, gift baskets, a handmade, nautical-themed
quilt, restaurant certificates, and many more items. Not to mention, Mary Lee’s famous Key Lime Cheesecake!
This, of course, will go far in helping with some of the financial pressures that our club is facing this year and your
SYC board will do its best to be good stewards of those funds. Our work, however, is not done. As Commodore,
Jeff reported we are facing another drop in membership so we, as members, need to get out there while we’re on
the water and recruit more fun-loving, boat-loving folks that are looking for a great group to join. We have had several new members join us recently. Old or new, if there is someone you don’t recognize, extend a warm and hearty
AAARRRGGGHHH!!!
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...

Tessa Aydelotte

Jeff Toycen,
Commodore

With some unseasonably warm days it feels
like spring has arrived in the Pacific Northwest,
which means that Opening Day is just around
the corner! It is time to prepare our boats for
the season and decorate in construction theme
in celebration on May 4th. I have had some
questions from fellow club members on how to
decorate for the theme “The Big Dig.” Caution
tape, hard hats, construction cones, warning
signs, can all be purchased online at party
stores. Our Opening Day parade in La Conner
draws many tourists to our wonderful town of
La Conner, and this year will be no exception.
In addition to the parade awards, there will
also be a prize for the best themed appetizer
or dessert! Look further in the Channel Marker

Tessa Aydelotte,
Vice Commodore
Steve Hoeft,
Rear Commodore
Dave Pfost,
Past Commodore
Cheryl Stinson,
Treasurer
Bobbie Arthur,
Secretary
Glen Beam,
Port Captain
Joshua Ellingson,
Fleet Medical Officer

Directors
Cryss. Toycen,
Newsletter/Web Liaison
Mike Rawls,
Reciprocity
Ed Brooks,
Facilities
Will Cox,
Membership & Fundraising
Bill Kortum,
Long Range Planning
Gretchen Malone,
Event Coordinator

for more details.
For those of you who were unable to attend the Spring General Meeting, the financial
outlook for the club is challenged. We are down about 16 members from last year.
Membership is what keeps our club financially healthy. Generating new membership
is the responsibility of each of us. We as members need to double our efforts right
now. We need to reach out to our boating friends and family and get them involved.
The next time you are on, or off, the water and meet an avid, fun-loving boater; ask
them if they have heard of Swinomish Yacht Club. Invite them to an event. If you are
at an event, introduce yourself to guests and share your experiences. Set yourself a
goal today to ask three people this month!
Tom and I are looking forward to enjoying the warm weather in Friday
Harbor this weekend for the bowling
extravaganza. And after the clubhouse clean-up and shakedown
cruise to Coronet Bay, let’s put those
thinking hats on and see what fun
boat decorations you can generate
for Opening Day!
Tessa Aydelotte
Vice Commodore
Docktails
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Steve Hoeft

Happy April to Everyone! Where did March go?
I am thinking of what I could write about for this months article, as I’m sitting on our boat that is docked at Friday Harbor for the Bowling event.
Last Saturday our Commodore and I helped out at the “Quilts for Newtown”, the
event that was happening at the clubhouse. It went very well, and everyone that
was involved was extremely appreciative that we let them use our facility.
I had some time to walk around and look at items that we need to get
done for the upcoming Clubhouse Cleanup Cruise. Oh boy! The roof, along with a
couple other projects, will be a little more work than I previously thought. The
buildup of pine needles and branches has gotten rather deep in areas above the bar
and galley. I am going to be looking for a couple of volunteers to get up on the
roof with a broom (and walk gently as we don’t want to cause anymore issues) and
sweep all that debris over to the edge and down to the ground. We will get started at 8:00 am on Saturday April
13th and plan to finish around 12:00. I will have a list of other items we need to get done.
As I have written before, this is a great way for newer members to get involved and meet others. When
we are done with cleaning we head for Cornet Bay. I am told that the Parks Department took out the fire pits
when they rebuilt the park last year. We will come up with something to keep us warm on the dock so we can
hang out and tell stories while we enjoy each other’s company. I have spoken with John and Trish Aydelotte, who
usually supply us with firewood, they will help us figure out how we can have some sort of “legal” flame. See you
all there!
Steve Hoeft
Rear Commodore
Slip Away

Saturday, May 4th ... 9am. - Noon ~ LaConner Marina South Guest Dock
Well….. it’s nearly time for our 2013 Opening Day Event . We have coordinated with the Anacortes
Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla #17 and they have graciously agreed to perform voluntary vessel inspections again this year. The Auxiliary will be on the dock Saturday, May 4th from 9:00 am. until noon to do
the inspections. Remember, this is voluntary so NO citations will be issued. A decal will be issued if you
pass, and if you don’t pass you will receive a list of what needs to be done to meet Coast Guard regulations. This is a TERRIFIC OPPORTUNITY to make sure you’re “ship shape” at the start of boating season.
It also provides us a chance to personally thank those in the Coast Guard for the great work they do everyday protecting us all.
While passing the voluntary inspection won’t prevent on-the-water inspections by the Coast Guard , it
will give you peace of mind that you and your vessel are in compliance and should
allow you to resume making way in relatively short time . Gail and I personally know
this is the case , since we were boarded last year as we entered the channel from the
North!
Have a Safe and Great Boating Season! Remember , “The Price of Safety is Eternal
Vigilance”
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OPENING DAY ~ “THE BIG
DIG” … Saturday, May 4th, 2013
Mark your calendars for this year’s Opening Day Ceremonies
and Parade. Tessa Aydelotte and Jeff Toycen have a great day planned
that is not to be missed!
In honor of the US Army Corps of Engineers who completed the dredging of our channel earlier
this year, the theme for Opening Day is “The Big Dig!” After the Opening Day Ceremonies and Parade,
we will be cookin’ up spaghetti and two types of sauces: meat and meatless. This will be a potluck dinner,
last names A-L please bring a dessert, M-Z bring an appetizer and BYOB. In addition to parade awards,
there will be an award for the best themed appetizer/dessert!
Saturday morning

Boat Decorating - “The Big Dig” (think construction
signs, caution tape, hard hats ... )

12:30pm.

Parade Registration

1:00pm.

Opening Day Ceremonies with the LaConner High
School Band playing our National Anthem, the Canadian
Anthem and our beloved state anthem, “Louie, Louie”
Blessing of the Fleet

2:00pm.

Captain’s Safety Meeting (your attendance is required to
participate in the parade)

2:30pm.

Staging in the North Basin for the Parade

3:00pm.

Parade Begins

5:00pm.

Italian potluck

5:30pm.

Parade Awards

6:00pm.

Dancing to the “Encounters”

Plan to join us to kick off the
2013 boating season!!!
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May 17-19, 2013
Lopez Islander Resort ~ Lopez Island
OK, SYC Ladies!
It’s time to brush up on our boat handling skills for this year’s SYC Ladies’ Cruise and ply the waters to the
Lopez Island Resort! This will be a fun filled weekend with other lady skippers from SYC with great food, a beverage
or two and camaraderie with other capable Lady Captains.
We’re going to keep it low key with all the fun that Lopez Island has to offer ... or just sit on the dock for some
quality “girl time” ... and maybe some musical entertainment up at the bar! Friday, May 17th we’ll welcome the fleet
with potluck appys. on the dock and a continental breakfast Saturday. And
then, anything goes!!
Call the Islander at 360-468-2233 for a slip reservation and for
more information on the event or if you’d like to crew or need crew members, contact Linda Beam at: smallstuffcanvas@gmail.com, 360-708-8429 or
Cryss. Toycen at: downeasy@frontier.com 425-478-6707.
This is always a great time and a chance to show what you’re made of!!!

Annual SYC Steak Fry
June 15-16, 2013
Lopez Islander Resort/Fisherman’s Bay

We realize that the tulips are just popping their heads up for their own festival, however, it’s never too late to start planning for all the great SYC activities that will be happening this year. And,
of course, the Steak Fry is one of the biggest & best so mark your calendars. We won’t be golfing
this year but, rumor has it, there will be plenty of fun activities planned. It’s looking to be another
“NOT-TO-BE MISSED” ... More information will be coming soon.
RSVP to:

Dan Irish @ DWI@aim4u2.com or Chip Kromer chipahoy1950@comcast.net
Call Lopez Islander at (360) 468-2233 for slip reservations

Go
Vegan
!
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Mark your calendars to attend this year’s ...

July 19-20th ... the location is being determined so check next
month’s newsletter and the website for more information.
This event was revived last year after a a 13 year hiatus. This is a fun and educational event that offers
the opportunity for the Captain and the 1st Mate to switch roles in a safe and supportive way. Said another way, the 1st Mates will navigate and dock the boats
and the Captain will test his/her skills in the galley. This is fun and educational
and many of last year’s first time Captains were surprised at their abilities.

If you need more information or want to be involved in the planning and execution, please contact Tom & Tessa Aydelotte: Tessa@docsgrill.com

... from Latitude Marine Services
Latitude Marine Services appreciates the support of the Swinomish Yacht Club and its members and as a thank you
for that support they are offering members a 10% discount off of their all-inclusive bottom paint package, which
includes haul outs booked before April 30th.
Please check out the SYC website: swinomishyachtclub.org for more details on this special offer or contact them at
360-466-4905 or via e-mail: latitude@fidalgo.net or on the web: latitudemarine.com

Time is running out!!! These special rates are effective from Feb. 1, 2013 - Apr. 30, 2013

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
LaConner, WA 98257
Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Channel Marker Editor & Web
Master: Cryss. Toycen
downeasy@frontier.com or
webadmin@swinomishyachtclub.org

Published by
The UPS Store, Burlington, WA
www.theupsstore.com/5499.htm

It’s time to gear up for
the 2013 Cruising
Season and hit the
water in style (... not
literally, I hope)
Ship’s Store Manager - Phil
Fusselman
206-406-3200
shipstore@swinomishyachtclub.
org

Look great this spring
and keep warm and
dry!

You can now pay on-line
using PayPal!

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

