Swinomish Yacht Club

Channel Marker
December 2013

Volume 4, Issue 12

Commodore’s Log ...

Inside this issue:

Jeff Toycen

Commodore’s Log

1

Rocktoberfest Wrap
Up

2

What a year!!

Crab Feed Wrap up

3

This truly has been fun to sit at the helm of Swinomish

Christmas Decorating
Wrap up

4

Yacht Club for the past year. Thank you to all of the Direc-

Christmas Boat Parade

5

Vice Commodore’s

6

2014 Calendar

7

Rear Commodore’s
Report

8

2014 Board Members

9

tors and Flag Officers as well. Without your input and ideas
we couldn’t have had such a successful year both on and
off the water.
I am happy to report that the lease proposal we presented
to the Port of Skagit has now been forwarded on to the Port
Commissioners and they will be meeting December 10 to
make a decision on accepting our offer. I will update with a
notice on our website as soon as we hear back with a deci-
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This was a year of growth in membership and we welcome
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all of you that came aboard! I’m looking forward to continuing this trend into 2014, and antici-

sion.

pate a few new faces after the Christmas Parade December 7. We have extended an invitation
to ALL tenants in the La Conner Marina to join with us and also use it as an opportunity to
show off what SYC has to offer. Please plan on attending and bringing friends to join you
Dec. 7

Christmas Boat Parade

aboard your decorated boat... the more boats in the parade the better.

2014
Jan 18-19

Winter Bonfire

All of our events were well attended in 2013 and it looks like 2014 has a full slate as well. If you

Jan. 25

Commodore’s Ball

are interested in helping out with or hosting an event next year please let myself or another

Feb 15-16

Fishing Derby

Mar 1

Family Fun Night

Mar 15

Spring General Membership

Mar 29-30

Bowling Extravaganza

Apr 12-13

Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown

May 3

Opening Day

May 17-18

Ladies Cruise

was able to take something from each of you and that helped me through my time as Commo-

Jun 21-22

Steak Fry & Golf Tournament

dore.

Jul 12-13

Kids’ Cruise

Jul 19-20

Crash ‘n Burn

Aug 16-17

Clam Bake

Sep 20-21

Wine ‘n Dine / Oyster Run

Sep 27

Commodores Breakfast

Oct 4

Past Commodores Salmon BBQ

Oct 25

Halloween/Rocktoberfest

Nov 8

Fall General Membership & Crab Feed

Dec 13

Christmas Decorating & Boat Parade

Jan 24

Commodore’s Ball

2015

member of your board know....it really is a great way to meet people and help the club.
In closing I want extend a thanks to the past commodores that I have had the pleasure to serve
with while on the board and going through the chairs of the Swinomish Yacht Club; Dave Pfost,
Tom Streit, Ellie Baugh, Mark Jacobson, Wayne Welde, Sandy Roberts and Shannon Hugel. I

Lastly, I want to thank my first mate Cryss. for her help and support!
So, as I put an end to my last article as your Commodore I say thanks and cheers to your Holidays and New Year....it has been an honor to lead this club!!

Jeff Toycen
Commodore
DownEasy
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Beer, Brats, Trivia,
Live Music, Karaoke.
Let’s see what you missed.
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Jim Neal, Ray Graham, and Glen Beam would like to thank SYC members who attended the recent General Membership Meeting & Crab Feed. We would also like to thank the people who helped feed the 90 or so people who showed up, and there were a
lot of them:



Thank you to Steve Stinson & Neil Brosnan for delivering the crab



Jean Knowles and her committee for the beautiful table decorations



Steve & Cheryl Stinson, Craig Sjostrom, Will Cox, and Shannon Hugel for cleaning the crab



Craig Sjostrom, Shannon Hugel, Brent Malone, Steve Stinson, Neil Brosnan, Chip Kromer, and his sidekick Lee for
cooking the crab



Lisa Graham for the wonderful salads



Debbie Byrd for her famous Cheesy Potatoes



Cheryl Stinson and Mary Neal for handling the funds



Will Cox and Ken Gundersen for putting on the raffle



Randy Ayers for being "Mr. DJ"



Ruth Carpenter for helping to clean up the clubhouse above and beyond the call of duty.



If we've forgotten anyone, please know we really appreciate your help so much!

If you've ever hesitated about putting on an event, this is a perfect example of how many people volunteer to help. So contact a
board member and sign up to chair an event next year--there will be lots to choose from. It's a great opportunity to get involved
with your club and make new friends.
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It was a fabulous time to decorate the clubhouse for the Christmas Parade, along with a tasty Mexican potluck. Thanks go to the
following people to help decorate: Gretchen, Lynn, Karen, Stacy, Steve, Cindy, Bob, Kathleen, Neil, Mary, Cheong, Randy, Elizabeth, Craig, Shaunna, Jeff, Glen, Bobbie, and Michael.
Here are some teasers to motivate all of you to join us on December 7.
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Mark you calendars to join us for SYC’s Christmas Lighted Boat Parade! This year’s theme:

The Lights of Christmas
3-5pm.— Registration for Boats in the Parade
 5pm.—Captains’ Meeting (mandatory )
 6pm.—Parade Begins
8-ish—Baked Potato Bar @ Clubhouse, Music, & Dancing
 BYOB—Club will provide mixer




There is a rumor that Santa Claus may be making an appearance so be sure to bring along the kids,
grandkids or the kids-at-heart!
Please RSVP to Steve Hoeft (360) 708-5390 or if you h ave any questions.
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...

Officers

Tessa Aydelotte

Jeff Toycen,
Commodore

The holiday season is upon us. Be-

Tessa Aydelotte,
Vice Commodore

tween family gatherings, office and holiday

Steve Hoeft,

parties, I hope you are able to attend our

Rear Commodore

annual Christmas Boat Parade. I attended

Dave Pfost,

my first Christmas Boat Parade long before

Past Commodore

we were members or owned a boat. It is

Cheryl Stinson,

always a fun event, full of holiday cheer.

Treasurer

Even if you are not anticipating decorating

Bobbie Arthur,
Secretary

your boat and being in the parade, c’mon

Glen Beam,

down and join us before the event at the

Port Captain

Clubhouse!

Joshua Ellingson,
Fleet Medical Officer

We still are in need of a couple hosts for 2014 events. If you have not host-

Directors

ed an event before, it truly is not as scary as it may seem. We have a great

Cryss. Toycen,

SYC family, and you are never alone when hosting an event. Events in

Newsletter/Website Manager

essence are an excuse to see our SYC family on or off the water, and to

Mike Rawls,

have a great time doing what we love - boating! Further on in this newslet-

Reciprocity

ter is the list of 2014 events, and noted which ones still need hosts. If you

Ed Brooks,

would like to host one of these events, please email me at

Facilities

tessa.aydelotte@gmail.com.

Will Cox,
Membership & Fundraising
Bill Kortum,
Long Range Planning
Gretchen Malone,
Event Coordinator

The Commodore’s Ball is right around the corner. For those members who
may not live in the area and/or do not moor their boat in or near La Conner,
we have secured a block of rooms at The Channel Lodge at a discount rate

for Saturday, January 25th. Just let them know upon making your reservation that you are with the Swinomish Yacht Club to get the discount rate.

Looking forward to sharing some holiday cheer with you at the Christmas
Boat Parade!
Tessa Aydelotte
Vice Commodore
Docktails
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As we ring in the new year, don’t forget to add the 2014 Swinomish Yacht Club events to your calendar. We are looking for hosts for some events, so if you have ideas or want to help out, email
Tessa at tessa.aydelotte@gmail.com.

Event

Date

Host

Location

Winter Bonfire

Jan 18-19

Glen Beam

Blakely Island Resort & Ob-

Commodore’s Ball
Fishing Derby & Spa Day
Family Fun Night
Spring General Member-

Jan 25
Feb 15-16
Mar 1
Mar 15

Cryss. & Jeff Toycen
Cheryl & Steve Stinson
Amy Cox
Tracy & Shannon Hugel

Clubhouse
Rosario Resort and Spa
Clubhouse
Clubhouse

Bowling Extravaganza
Clubhouse Cleanup &
Shakedown

Mar 29-30
Apr 12-13

Host needed!
Friday Harbor
Mary Lee & Randy
Clubhouse & Coronet Bay
Ayers, Trish & John Aydelotte

Opening Day

May 3

Steve Hoeft

Clubhouse & Swinomish

Ladies Cruise

May 17-18

Blind Island

Steak Fry & Golf tourna- Jun 21-22

Babette Gundersen &
Linda Beam
Host needed!

Crash ’n Burn
Kids’ Cruise
Clam Bake
Wine ’n Dine/Oyster Run
Commodores Breakfast
Past Commodores Salm-

Host needed!
Gretchen Erga
Host needed!
Host needed!
Cryss. & Jeff Toycen
Cryss. & Jeff Toycen

TBD
Roche Harbor
Sucia Island
Cap Sante Marina
Farmhouse Restaurant
Clubhouse

Host needed!

Clubhouse

Host needed!

Clubhouse

Jul 19-20
Jul 12-13
Aug 16-17
Sep 20-21
Sep 27
Oct 4

Halloween/
Oct 25
Rocktoberfest
Fall General Membership Nov 8
Meeting and Crabfeed
Christmas Decorating & Dec 13
Boat Parade
Commodore’s Ball 2015 Jan 24 2015

Lopez Islander Resort

Mary Lee & Randy
Clubhouse & Swinomish
Ayers
Channel
Tessa & Tom Aydelotte Clubhouse

The Channel Marker

Page 8

Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Steve Hoeft

I would like to thank everyone who came to the clubhouse and helped decorate for the December 7th event. I know that this time of year it’s hard to find
time to do all the things you want to do. The twenty people or so that turned
out made quick work of pulling decorations out of storage, sorting, and coming up with ideas on how to decorate. This would not have happened without you! Thank You! Our Christmas tree turned out to be a bit of a chore to

get operating correctly. It wasn’t much work putting all the sections together,
but getting all the lights to operate was a bit of a task. But after an hour or
so of digging through the branches and untangling the wiring, we won the
battle.
One of the club’s cherished traditions is for members to bring in an ornament for the Christmas tree. So,
join in and bring in an ornament for the tree. Don’t forget to put your boat name on it so that we know
who the ornament represents.
I hope everyone can make it to the Christmas boat parade. This should be a fun evening for all. If you
don’t get your boat decorated, but still want to participate, please ask one of your fellow SYC members if
you can crew on their boat. I know it’s always appreciated to have an extra set of eyes or set of hands
while operating a boat in the dark. The parade will start at 6:00 pm. Be ready with your engines running
around 5:45. If everyone leaves at the same time, that’s when the bunching up problem starts. It’s really
hard to see much of anything past the North basin so people tend to start turning too quickly and this
causes all the boats to bunch up. The parade doesn’t have to start at exactly 6:00. There will be more
discussion on this topic at the event. This is Port Captain Glen Beam’s favorite subject, so please be at
the clubhouse for the captains meeting at 5:00 pm. We’ll see everyone there!
Steve Hoeft
Rear Commodore
Slip Away

Winter Moorage & SYC Reciprocal Dock
Do you know of someone looking for a place to winter over? Wouldn’t the SYC Reciprocal dock in La Conner be the perfect place to do that?
It’s close to the heart of historic downtown La Conner with it’s great shopping, galleries and restaurants. SYC has winter moorage available
for boats up to 50’ in length from now through April 30th. The port’s current winter rates apply and include lease hold tax and 30 amp
power. Contact Brent Malone, SYC Reciprocal Dockmaster at brent.malone@kiewit.com for the current rates and availability.
At the September meeting, Brent Malone brought up some inconsistencies in usage of the reciprocal dock by other yacht clubs and those
using power and not. So beginning immediately there will be a flat rate to use the reciprocal dock of $5 per night, regardless if power is
needed. All other restrictions of use of the dock applies. Consult the website for SYC reciprocal privileges: www.swinomishyachtclub.org/
reciprocal or on page 101 of the 2013 SYC Membership Directory.
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Thank you

to outgoing board members for volunteering your time and energy for years and years. Your amazing generosity has created many lasting memories and friendships that span
decades and nautical miles.
The following people have been nominated and voted in as the 2014 board members for the
Swinomish Yacht Club. Thank you to these people for volunteering their time and energy to help
the local boating community.

Commodore

Tessa Aydelotte

Vice Commodore

Steve Hoeft

Rear Commodore

Randy Ayers

Treasurer

Cheryl Stinson

Secretary

Bobbie Arthur

Port Captain

Bob Davisson

Fleet medical officer and chaplain

Josh Ellingson

Newsletter and website administrator

Mary Lee

Reciprocity

Mike Rawls

Facilities

Tom Aydelotte

Membership and fundraising

Will Cox

Long range planning

Jenna Janda

Dockmaster

Brent Malone
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Happy New Year! Come and join Dan Irish and Glen Beam bring in the new year. The party is at The Lopez Islander Resort on
Lopez Island. When you ask? Why New Year's Eve of course. Dan has been going there for new Year's eve for more that six
years and it is a lot of fun. They decorate the bar and have a karaoke party for us and several other groups. They offer a beautiful prime rib dinner complete with dessert for only $25. We have reserved dinner spots for twenty people, so get your reservations in now.

Call Lopez islander Resort at 360-468-2233 and tell them you are with Dan and Glen and the SYC!

Happy
New Year!
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Let’s get together and have a bon fire at Blakely Marina.
A few of us are boating up there on Martin Luther King’s birthday, Saturday, January 18, 19, & 20th. It’s a three-day weekend for some and not for others but it’s not
my fault. We are going up to the shed around noon Saturday to cook over the bonfire. Bring your Dutch oven and party outside under the shed. We really need firewood so bring lots. Bring lots of love, too! This is a real sanctioned event (I asked
Tessa).

For more information call Glen Beam at 360-708-8539
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SYC members have spoken up about their favorite events of
2013. Here are their thoughts.
Becky and Dan Irish were able to combine the Clam Bake at Sucia Island with a birthday!
Tracey Hugel experienced a blast to the past with the music at Rocktoberfest. She loved hearing
Deep Forest and Zero Seven, reminding her of dancing days in Germany. She also enjoyed the opportunity
to stomp her fellow boaters into the dust in the trivia game. Kathleen Brosnan was also very good at trivia.
Tricia Aydelotte always enjoys hosting the Cornet Bay side of the Clubhouse Cleanup and Shakedown Cruise. People bring appetizers, guitars, smores, and firewood for the bonfire.
Bobbie Arthur likes the Clam Bake at Sucia as well as the Commodore’s Ball.

Lindee Brooks also enjoys the Clam Bake. It’s family oriented and it’s a great place to go. The racing and
decorating is also a lot of fun.
Neil Brosnan’s favorite event is each one that he’s at. This includes the Crab Feed, Wine ‘n Dine, or any
other event.
Josh and Jodi Ellingson’s favorite event is also each one that they ’re at. Sucia. Crab Feed. Battled out
on a bid with four people. Lost to someone else. Bonfire is also fun. Clams are good. Adventure with
friends. Friend’s husband lost his balance and fell in the water. Went crabbing in the dinghy and pulled the
crab pots back. There were too many people in the dinghy to bring up the crab pots into the boat.
Glen Beam’s favorite event was the dinghy cruise to Goat Island with Rocktoberfest as a close second.
Betsy Crawford’s favorite event is always the crab feed. She brings the entire family for the feast.
She would also prefer salmon at the salmon BBQ.
Want to share your thoughts? Send them to mrl@leemr.com.

Swinomish Yacht
Club
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LaConner, WA 98257
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administrator: Mary Lee
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The UPS Store, Burlington, WA
www.theupsstore.com/5499.htm
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Fusselman
206-406-3200
shipstore@swinomishyachtclub.org

HOLIDAY BLOW OUT SALE!!
SYC hat, sweater and jacket in either red or navy all
for $50 (a $110 value!) Limited to stock on hand.

You can now pay on-line
using PayPal!

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

