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Jeff Toycen

If you didn’t want to feel the chill of winter on
your cheeks the night of January 19th, then you would
have preferred the Caribbean feel and warmth of the
Swinomish Yacht Club clubhouse. It was fun to be greeted at the door by our friends while in the background
music from Van Zant blasted across the speakers with
“Goin’ Down Easy” ... which for those that don’t know
happens to be our departure tune from our home port..
Many thanks go out to all who donated their time and
resources for hosting such a great event that was chaired
by Past Commodore, Dave Pfost and his First Mate,
Mary. From the great food, to our beloved Babette singing with her band, all made for a memorable event. Glen
Beam, your creativity in your presentation and humor
made us all smile. Thank you, again, to all those that attended.
Please remember that with the start of the new
year also means that your 2013 dues need to be submitted. By remitting your dues in a
timely fashion not only enables the club to have a clearer picture of our membership and
finances, it also assures that you are included in the 2013 SYC directory.
The current calendar is packed with events this year and my hope is that you will
find time to make it to more than just a couple. The Fishing Derby, Family Night and the
Spring Membership Meeting & Auction are just a few that are coming up soon. And as of
now we have all of the events hosted with a good mix of both rookies and veterans.
Give one of them a call to lend a hand to help with the planning and find out what fun
hosting truly is. I know they would welcome your input.
We all represent this club, showing other boaters out there on the water and at
the docks. What a great time we have! We, as members, are the best salespeople to
other boaters to show the opportunities of being a part of SYC. And that they, too, can
join in the fun. I look forward to watching our club grow and being part of the memories created from the fun we all have together.
See you at the upcoming events!
Cheers,
Jeff Toycen
Commodore
DownEasy
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FISHING DERBY & SPA DAY
February 16-17, 2013 - Rosario Resort
Fishing Derby 2013
Please come to the annual SYC Fishing Derby. This year, like last year, it will be held at Rosario Resort on Orcas
Island--yes, that big white house on Eastsound. The event takes place from Friday February 15th until Monday February 18th. The fishing derby will be held all day Saturday. You must fish in the United States. Canada is out of
bounds, so is New Zealand . Weigh-in with be at 5:00 Saturday night and the coveted fish trophy will be handed
out then. After the trophy ceremony many of us are going up to the beautiful bar in the mansion. Bring an appetizer to share Friday or Saturday night if you would like to. Bring lots of love, too. Call Rosario for dock reservations at 360-376-2222. For more information call Glen Beam at 360-708-8539 or Jeff Toycen at 425-308-9459.

There are still time to get your 2013 dues in and to enjoy the 2013 cruising season with a great group of people
and a great club! Again, the function of the club and its long standing tradition of great events depends on

our member dues. To those who have already sent their dues checks in, thank you so much!!
If you have not received a dues statement or the e-mail messages, please let Cheryl Stinson know
so that she can get your information updated and a copy to you. You can contact her at:
slscks@msn.com
As a reminder, here is the breakdown of dues for this year:
$320.00 SYC Dues for 2013
$20.00 RBAW-optional (Recreational Boaters Association of Washington)*
= $340.00
*The Recreational Boaters Association of Washington is a legislative lobbying association representing recreational boating and your support is urged by the Swinomish Yacht Club.

Make your check payable and remit to:
Swinomish Yacht Club
P.O. Box 602
LaConner, WA 98257

Don’t forget, you can also submit your dues via PayPal. Just click on the PayPal icon on the
home page of the website: swinomishyachtclub.org
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Steve Hoeft,
Rear Commodore
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Bobbie Arthur,
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Tessa Aydelotte

What a wonderful evening was had at the Commodore’s Ball as we were transported to the Caribbean
to usher in Jeff Toycen as our new Commodore.
From the decorations, to the music, and Kelly’s BBQ
who catered, Dave and Mary and crew pulled off a
fabulous event. It was great to see old friends and
meet new ones!

Tessa Aydelotte,
Vice Commodore

Dave Pfost,
Past Commodore
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January has slipped by, and if you have not already
paid your dues please do ASAP. You can easily make
your payment on PayPal. If you get a free PayPal account it will eliminate any fees the cub pays for your
transactions. Also, Michael Arthur is working hard
to have our 2013 Yearbook completed by the Spring
Membership Meeting. It is always nice to put a face
with a name instead of a SYC burgee, so please email
Michael a photo by mid-February to make this happen. You can email Michael at michaelbobbie@wavecable.com.
Tom and I made it to the Seattle Boat Show a couple times. We hope you were able
to attend too! We had a great time gathering ideas to improve our boat, checking out
the latest gadgets and seeing friends that we had missed at marinas in Northern BC
last summer. We have already placed a couple calls for bids from members and or
friends of the SYC family to start projects on our boat. The club is such a great resource that we all share. Spring is right around the corner, and soon enough Opening
Day will be upon us!
Speaking of Opening Day, I had talked with fellow members in January about the
theme being based upon The Titanic. After more thought and consideration in planning the event, I have decided to change the theme to “The Big Dig.” We want to
extend a big thanks to the US Army Corp of Engineers who were expected to complete the dredging of our channel mid-January. In appreciation of the hard work that
went into keeping our channel passable, Opening Day will be Construction themed!
On a final note, just a reminder that Cheryl Stinson and Mike Rawls will be holding a
silent auction at our Spring Membership Meeting in March. We are still gathering
items to auction off to help raise money for the club. Check around and see what
surplus items you have to offer. If you have the chance, trying asking your favorite
business for a gift certificate! From Starbucks to restaurants to just about any service
you can usually get a certificate for something. Those businesses look at them as advertising and hope to grow new customers! The more fabulous items we are able to
procure, the more money we will be able to raise for our fabulous club!
Tessa Aydelotte
Vice Commodore
Docktails
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2013 Commodores Ball
Past Commodore, Dave Pfost and his First Mate,
Mary would like to thank everyone who helped
make this year’s Commodore’s Ball a great success. I want to recognize Mary Pfost for the fabulous job she did organizing, planning and pulling
it all together. I thought everything was great! A
special thank you to the committee who worked
with Mary; Bill & Gail Kortum, Gretchen Malone,
Lindee Brooks, Tom & Kim Streit, Glen & Linda
Beam and Michael Arthur. I really want to recognize Glen Beam for the wonderful job he did as
the event Master of Ceremonies, interjecting humor and his multimedia presentation were great!
Our de-facto club photographer, Michael Arthur
not only artistically produced the beautiful flier
for the event but also took hundreds of photos
which I am anxious to see. Our new Fleet Medical Officer, Joshua Ellingson did an admirable job
for the invocation and I am certain we will have a
great year with our new Commodore, Jeff
Toycen!!!
We contracted with many organizations; the
band, caterers, printer, tablecloth and placesetting rental and our bar tender. Everyone did
their part to make things run smoothly. Additionally, we were able to complete the whole event
under our budgeted amount.
Thanks again to all who contributed and we look
forward to many more great events.
Dave & Mary Pfost

Page 4

The Channel Marker

Volume 4, Issue 2

Rear Commodore’s Report ...

Page 5

Steve Hoeft

I hope everyone’s New Year is off to a good start! The Commodore’s Ball
kicked off our 2013 as our first event of this New Year! What a blast. Past Commodore, Dave and First Lady, Mary put on one fun event.
As long as we are on the subject of events, and as Rear Commodore I get
the privilege of coming up with the theme for the next Christmas Boat Parade.
Ok, I know it’s really early to mention this subject, after all we’re still getting back
to our daily routines after the holidays. However, after some thought my Admiral
and myself came up with an idea for a theme: “The Lights of Christmas”. We
would like to see a big turnout for this event! Wouldn’t it be nice to see thirty
boats or more going down the channel all decorated with lights! The boat count
last year was around fifteen. So if you have a thought about decorating and haven’t
found the time for this event, start making plans to attend. This is a really fun
event, so mark your calendars for December 7th and invite your family and
friends. The more the merrier!
But since we are coming into spring there is one more event I would like to mention: the “Clubhouse
Clean-up & Shakedown Cruise” on April 13th. This event is a really good way for new members to get to know
other club members and get involved. We usually work for a few hours getting the clubhouse all cleaned up and
ready for Opening Day doing that cleaning thing. Items usually addressed are the gutters, the moss on the roof,
pressure washing, windows, the galley, etc. Then we jump in our boats and head out to Cornet Bay for an afternoon cruise and possibly some sort of liquid refreshments; and if we’re lucky, a bonfire later that evening.
There has been mention of a “no host” event that may take place sometime in late July. This was an idea
that our own Glen Beam came up with. Some of you may have heard about a military fort that was built on Goat
Island. The name of this fort is Fort Whitman. Construction of this fort started in 1909 and had some activity
until the end of WWII. It was then deeded to the Washington State Game Department. Glen and I thought it
would be fun to do an afternoon dinghy cruise to the island and show interested parties the way to the fort. And
possibly later a barbeque on a nearby beach. So watch your Channel Marker for information on this “no host”
event that is still in the planning stages.
Steve Hoeft
Rear Commodore
Slip Away

Thanks to all who braved the rain and showed up to the first 2013 Bonfire Series “No Host” event. We had an awesome Mexican food extravaganza, fireside sing-a-long and dancing until the wee hours. We were also blessed with
calm seas round trip; although, it was a bit rainy. Thanks, also, to those who participated in
the raffle, which generated funds for the club.
Look for future upcoming events in the 2013 Bonfire Series.
Glen & Linda Beam
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FAMILY FUN NIGHT!
To all kids and the young at heart!
March 2 will be a sleepover at SYC. Bring your tents, sleeping bags and PJ's for a fun-filled evening of games, food,
art projects, dancing (ABBA and Maxine Nightengale) and movies. I'm sure that Uncle Glen will have a fire going
all night to keep us warm.
Rumor has it that we will have a pizza-making station again this year for all who are interested and it sounds like a
prime rib will be served to the adults; we are asking that people bring sides and/or an entree to share. And popcorn, of course, will be available all night!
Auntie Gretchen will have an art project planned, with an art walk, Uncle Kenny has plans for messages we can set
adrift with the tide to see where they end up, my dad has his collection of Star Trek movies and recent releases to
show, we have games to play including a Texas Hold 'em tournament hosted by my brother, James, along with
chess, Twister, Monopoly and any other games that show up!
For more information, phone (360) 708-8539.
See you soon!
Ami Cox

Bowling for Vegetables (or Bowling for World Peace) ...
Please come and join the Swinomish Yacht Club Saturday, March 30th at
Friday Harbor. The bowling time is a little different this year as we plan on
bowling and having lunch at 1:00 pm. We have several lanes
reserved, so bring your ball and shoes, and let's bowl the day away!
Let's see if anyone can beat Lynn Hoeft this year. The winner will
receive a head of lettuce (organic, of course).
Also, there will be live music at The Blue Water Cafe right on Main Street starting at
7:00 on Friday night the 29th.
Please call The Port of Friday Harbor for slip reservations at 360-378-2688. For more information call Glen Beam at
360-708-8539 or Mark Jacobson at 360-770-0651.
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2013 Spring Membership Meeting
Saturday, March 16th @ SYC Clubhouse
SYC is now able to accept credit card payments. I encourage all members to bring friends and family to this
special event. This is our one, big fund raising event that you don't want to miss. Here are just a few items that
have been submitted:



7 day condo lodging at the Sands of Kahana on Maui
 Handmade quilt by First Lady, Cryss.
 New 15 inch flat screen LED TV
 Mary Lee's famous Key Lime Pie
 Movie theme gift basket
 Haircut at Trends Salon
 Propane lantern
 New women's SYC vest & shirt
 New table top gas BBQ
 Charge'N Flow portable pump kit
 Signed, framed Carolyn Oltman "Iris" print
 2 nights hotel stay at Marriott in Ft Lauderdale
 A Port Townsend package that includes: $100 Gift Certificate to Doc's Marina Grill, one night moorage
to Point Hudson Marina (pending), $20 Gift Certificate to Point Hudson Cafe (pending)
 North Harbor Diesel: Free haul out and 6hr labor for bottom paint. Customer will be responsible for
supplies.
 $100 Gift Certificate to Doc's Marina Grill, Bainbridge Island
 Gift Certificate to Vinny's Ristorante, Friday Harbor - (pending)

Whether large or small valued items, keep the them coming ... we have a great start and we are looking for lots of
bidders! Call Cheryl Stinson 360 770-3988 or Mike Rawls 360 319-3143 and tell them what you would like to donate.
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... Michael & Bobbie Arthur

We previously lived and worked in Portland, Oregon and both of us had boating experience in our lives prior
to meeting each other while members of a ski club in Portland, about 19 years ago.
We enjoyed boating on the Willamette and Columbia rivers until getting burned-out cruising up and down the
rivers, so we moored our 19” Sea Swirl Cuddy at Boston Harbor Marina in Olympia, WA. That allowed for
weekend exploration of the South Sound and longer trips to the San Juan Islands. Dreams of retiring closer
still to the San Juans lead to multiple trips up north, and we finally realized that dream a few years ago, when
Michael was allowed to telecommute, Bobbie retired, and we moved to Shelter Bay.
Our neighbors, Steve and Joyce Sanders introduced us to SYC and the rest is history. We love boating in the
area, enjoy the friendship, camaraderie and fun activities of the club. It is great that we have such a diverse
group with common interests and someone to share in the beauty of boating. We enjoy it all, and our next big
hope is for longer vacations, so we can explore further destinations.
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Dear friends and SYC members:
We hope everyone has recovered from the great Christmas and New Year’s fun and festive gatherings.
Cherl and I wanted to get a special thank you out to all that helped put on the Christmas Parade and event. As
always there were a bunch of folks that showed up to help decorate, and lend a hand. Gretchen and Linda worked
their kitchen magic, Cryss. Toycen for her great Chili and help. Neil and Kathleen Brosnan for their great help with
the set up and, of course, our special Santa. Cliff Schroder was our design light leader and Mary Pfost with decorating the tree. And thanks to Gail Kortum and Lindee Brooks, Steve and Lynn Hoeft, Bobbie and Michael Arthur;
to our parade judges, Marci Plank from the LaConner Chamber, Stewart Welch from Rexville Grocery and Doug
Bison from the Blackfish Gallery. Also thanks to Will and Yvonne Cox for the use of their boat for the judging
crew. Thanks Sandy Roberts for your wisdom and support, and to Rod and Betsy from Boater’s Discount with
their ice contribution.
Special thanks to Dan Byrd and John Ripley from Banana Belt Boats for the use of the vintage fire truck, and, of
course, to our great Bouy’s and Gulls for the music and entertainment. Thanks for a great event. As you can see
by just a few of the names I’ve listed there is a lot of help that participates in a SYC function. You’re not just on
your own. If you have not put on an event or helped with one you’re missing out. It’s a good way to get to know
your club and make new friends. I just wanted to get out a thank you and best wishes for the 2013 year ahead.
Great job everyone on the decorating of the boats. They were stunning. We have received lots of emails from
the town thanking us for being there.
Thanks again, Lee and Cherl Bailey

... from Latitude Marine Services
Latitude Marine Services appreciates the support of the Swinomish Yacht Club and its members and as a thank you
for that support they are offering members a 10% discount off of their all-inclusive bottom paint package, which
includes haul outs booked before April 30th.
Please check out the SYC website: swinomishyachtclub.org for more details on this special offer or contact them at
360-466-4905 or via e-mail: latitude@fidalgo.net or on the web: latitudemarine.com

These special rates are effective from Feb. 1, 2013 - Apr. 30, 2013

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
LaConner, WA 98257
Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Channel Marker Editor & Web
Master: Cryss. Toycen
downeasy@frontier.com or
webadmin@swinomishyachtclub.org
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2013 YEARBOOK PHOTOS
It is time once again to start planning for the 2013 SYC yearbook and the committee is hard
at work getting information gathered for another great book. Time and time again I have
heard from members how great it is to be able to pull out the yearbook and put faces to
names, but there are still a few missing and we have several new members that need to be
included. Michael Arthur is always armed with his camera and will be taking pictures for
the coming year at the many upcoming clubhouse events so be sure to get one taken with
you and your crew or even if you want to update it from previous years. Or if you prefer, you
can e-mail a picture to Michael. We’d really like to get all of you in there for 2013!! Michael
needs your photos by Feb. 22nd in order to be included!!
Michael Arthur ~ michaelbobbie@wavecable.com

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

