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Jeff Toycen

Happy Summer to you all,
What a great time of year to hit the water, seek
out new places meet new people and spend longer periods of time away and afloat...nothing better than ditching
the daily grind for some saltwater therapy! Remember to
utilize the resources available to you as a member of SYC.
Not only the camaraderie of your club members but also
the reciprocal moorages available to us all around the
NW and British Columbia. Not to mention the wealth of
knowledge amongst our members either: yacht sales,
mechanics, suppliers and canvas are all represented. I
know this from first hand experience.
The point is that we all should take advantage of
opportunity just as we would take advantage of those
trips out on our boats...making the most of it whether its a quick ride to crab at SaddleBag Island or a week or month or the whole summer to explore what this awesome part
of the country affords us. We are blessed to all belong to a great club and have the best
backyard in the world to explore....just like SYC, think about what you need, because
some one out there knows it.
July 12,13,14 takes the Swinomish Yacht Club to Roche Harbor for the "Kids
Cruise" which we haven't had on the schedule since 2009. We are all kids, so I certainly
hope to see you at this event because there is something for the younger kids AND the
older ones! Gretchen Erga has taken on the coordination of this event and I encourage
you to email, call or chase her down to let her know if you will be attending. Also a call to
Roche would be a great idea to reserve a slip. This will be a great opportunity to show
the boating public that we have something for everyone on our event schedule. Check
out the notice of this event in this I look forward to seeing you at Roche!
See you on the water.
Cheers,
Jeff Toycen
Commodore
DownEasy
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What:

Kids’ Cruise 2013

Who:

For the young and young at heart
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When: July 12-15! (Note additional day)
Where: Roche Harbor

How: Contact Gretchen Erga at gretchen@esci.net or 360-303-1217 so we can let
Roche Harbor know how many boats will attend this event. We need to know ASAP to
ensure we have enough room at Roche, and prizes for the kids.
When making reservations, please give the number of kids, ages and any special needs.
Lots of kids games and activities are planned including sack races, a balloon toss, tug of war, and much more. Adults
can participate in the games as well. Prizes and awards for all who attend. We plan to have a special guest visit by
a great kid’s person on Saturday.
Also on Saturday: The Pretty Woman will have grown kids’ refreshments including a California wine and cheese
tasting Saturday afternoon after the games, and while the kids cool off in the pool.
There will be a pancake breakfast on Sunday. Plan on Mimosas for the grown kids and juice for the real kids.
This year crabbing season starts on July 15 at 7:00 AM. Get your kiddos crab licenses so we can teach them how
to catch Dungeness crab on Monday morning! Crab licenses for children under the age of 15 are free. (And then
we’ll have an afternoon feast!)

Mark your calendars to attend this year’s ...

July 19-20th ... Point Hudson Marina, Port Townsend
This event was revived last year after a 13 year hiatus. This is a fun and educational event that offers the opportunity for the Captain and the 1st Mate to switch
roles in a safe and supportive way. Said another way, the 1st Mates will navigate
and dock the boats and the Captain will test his/her skills in the galley. Many of
last year’s first time Captains were surprised at their abilities.
Make your moorage reservations with the Point Hudson Marina by calling
360-385-2828. If you need more information or want to be involved in the planning and execution, please contact Tom & Tessa Aydelotte:
Tessa@docsgrill.com
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...

Tessa Aydelotte

Jeff Toycen,
Commodore

Wow. This June has been better than
usual! We lucked out again with great weather
for Steak Fry. We had new members Mark and
Marci in attendance with their Ranger Tug and
Bob and Cindy Davisson. It was a pleasure to
get to know them!
There was something for everyone, between
golf, the hot tub, a walk to town, or a dinghy
cruise around Fisherman’s Bay. To top it off,
The Islander had live music for us Saturday
night to dance the night away.

Tessa Aydelotte,
Vice Commodore
Steve Hoeft,
Rear Commodore
Dave Pfost,
Past Commodore
Cheryl Stinson,
Treasurer
Bobbie Arthur,
Secretary
Glen Beam,
Port Captain
Joshua Ellingson,
Fleet Medical Officer

Directors
Cryss. Toycen,
Newsletter/Webmaster
Mike Rawls,
Reciprocity
Ed Brooks,
Facilities
Will Cox,
Membership & Fundraising
Bill Kortum,
Long Range Planning
Gretchen Malone,
Event Coordinator

From Steak Fry we moved our boat to
Port Townsend to be our “apartment” as we
get our restaurant ready for summer business.
And maybe get a little boat work done on the
side! Since we are talking about Port Townsend… we are hosting the Crash ‘n’ Burn,
July 19-21st. Point Hudson Marina is great and the historic town is perfect for daytime
exploring. We look forward to showing you what we are up to when not boating! And
don’t forget another popular on the water event this July, The Kids’ Cruise at Roche
Harbor is just around the corner… July 12-15 ... note the extra days!
As you build your summer cruising plans, don’t forget that we have reciprocity
at many yacht clubs throughout the region and into Canada. You can find the clubs
with which we reciprocate at www.yachtdestinations.org. This is one of the assets of
being a member of SYC, so go visit some of the many yacht clubs and save considerably over regular moorages fees.
We are still in need of a host for the Crab Feed and Fall General Membership Meeting
on November 9th. If this would be your first time hosting an event - don’t stress - there
is a great support team for you to utilize! Please let one of us know if this is something
that interests you, or would like to know more about what hosting would involve.
Opening Day of crabbing and salmon fishing is just around the corner. We’re excited
to once again take advantage of living here in the great northwest!
Tessa Aydelotte
Vice Commodore
Docktails
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Get Your
Clam On
2013 Sucia Island Clam Bake
August 16th, 17th and 18th
Mark your calendars for the premier on the water
event of the Swinomish Yacht Club. Join us for
three days of fun and food at beautiful Fossil Bay
Friday
Fleet arrives, appetizers on the dock

Saturday
Continental Breakfast in the AM
Games on the dock in the afternoon
Dinner on shore at 5pm
Bonfire and music to end the evening

Sunday
Continental Breakfast in the AM
Please RSVP Wayne and Cathy Welde at weldefamily@comcast.net or 253-405-6647
We need volunteers to help put this great event on. If you can help, please contact us.
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Steve Hoeft

Wow, I hope this weather holds for us all so we can go out on the water
and enjoy our vacations! It certainly looks like the first part of July is going to be
awesome. Just a reminder, if you’re still around the first weekend of August, Saturday the 3rd. Glen Beam and I are going to take our tenders to Goat Island for a unevent to Fort Whitman. Anyone who wishes to go with us should meet at our reciprocal dock. We plan to meet at the reciprocal dock at 11:00am and set out for
the island. There is a little hiking involved with this event ... now it’s not that difficult but to make things a little easier on everyone Glen and I will install a rope on
the trail going up to the fort. Please make sure you wear shoes that suitable for
hiking up a fairly steep grade. The steepest part of the trail isn’t that long so don’t
worry. After everyone has had enough of the fort, we will head back down to our
tenders and go over to one of the sand spits for bratwurst, some chips and a cold
beverage. Please bring whatever beverage you wish to consume. As I said earlier
this is an un-event. Please RSVP to Steve Hoeft (360-708-5390) or Glen Beam (360-708-8539).
As Rear Commodore, one of my jobs is to assemble a nominating committee to help find members who
are willing to help fill positions that will be vacant at the end of this year. The committee has been assembled and
they are hard at work looking for members who are willing to step up and help lead us in the coming years. Vacancies that need to be filled:
Rear Commodore
Facilities Director
Membership & Fund Raising Director
Event Coordinator Director
Port Captain
If anyone is interested in helping out, please call me and I will answer any questions you may have. I
would like to have nominees’ names to the committee by the Clam Bake. When you get involved this is a really
fun way to meet our membership and help keep the Swinomish Yacht Club going.
Steve Hoeft
Rear Commodore
Slip
Away

After many weeks of great effort, the new website is up and running!!! Please help me in thanking Tom & Tessa
Aydelotte along with their compadres, Danny & Mike from Marketeering Group for making this possible! While
there will be some things on the site that are different from the old one, most all of the information you are used
to using is still there ... perhaps just in a different place. One of the great new things on the site is our “members
only” section. This is where you will find club specific information such as the membership directory, meeting
minutes, financial reports and other resources as we identify them.
Take a minute and click through it. Of course, I also welcome your comments and suggestions and we will work
to incorporate them as the technology allows. Feel free to drop me an e-mail at: downeasy@frontier.com
Check it out ... www.swinomishyachtclub.org
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RECIPROCITY HAS GONE LIVE ...
(OR ON-LINE)

... by Mike Rawls (... & Linda)

Guess What! We are now participating with a website developed just for NW Washington and British Columbia boaters that gives us all the details on lots of yacht clubs in our area AND shows us the ones with
which we reciprocate! It’s Fun. It’s Easy and you gotta try it!

www.Yachtdestinations.org is the site you’ll want to visit!

It has been developed by a fellow boater who is constantly updating the information on the site. Meaning, that we will always have the
latest information.
As your Reciprocity Chairman, this makes my job much easier ... giving me more time to enjoy the boat ...
by automating the process of notifying clubs at the beginning of the year and coordinating their information for our members to use. This also saves the club money on postage and supplies! Plus, we now
have about 100 reciprocal yacht clubs on the list.
DON’T WORRY ….. WE ARE STILL GOING TO PRINT A LIST IN OUR YEAR BOOK as many of us
don’t have internet access on our boats or are in destinations where there service is unreliable or nonexistent. Cryss Toycen, SYC’s webmaster, will be adding this link to our SYC Web Site.
In order to begin using the site, you must go to www.yachtdestinations.org and create an account. Simply
click the green create account button, create a user name & password, answer a couple of questions and
click CREATE ACCOUNT. The next time you access the site, just click [sign in] at the top, put in your
info and you are in. Then, from the main menu, click the [Details] tab and it will open a list of the clubs
that are on our reciprocal list. There you can get information about the clubs such as the amenities they
have available (power, water, showers, laundry), phone numbers and instructions for making reservations
and maps of their locations.
You can also click on “Destinations” on the home page and see an interactive map with flags identifying
all the clubs with which we reciprocate. You can move around, zoom in & out.

CLICK A FLAG AND FIND YOUR NEXT FUN-FILLED
BOATING DESTINATION
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Bill Kortum, SYC’s Boating Safety/Education Director, is always looking for ways to keep us safe and informed
while we’re out having fun on the water. Below are some links from our good friends at BoatUS ... many of you
may already have this information from your subscription to their magazine that comes with your Vessel Assist
subscription. You will also find these links posted to the “Boating Tools” page under the About section of the
website.


How To Pick The Right Sealant - BoatUS Magazine
http://www.boatus.com/magazine/2013/April/how-to-pick-the-right-sealant.asp?WT.src=share_EM



No-Drama Docking With Spring Lines - BoatUS Magazine
http://www.boatus.com/magazine/2013/February/docking-with-spring-lines.asp?WT.src=share_EM



BoatUS Magazine: Get A Fix On Radar
http://www.boatus.com/magazine/2011/april/diy.asp?WT.src=share_EM

If you have trouble connecting from these links, copy and paste the http: address that’s in blue into your web
browser.

Your help is needed!! As you may notice, the gallery on the website is getting a little
sparse ... the last pictures I have received from an even was for Opening Day from
Michael Arthur. Now many of us consider Michael to be SYC’s staff photographer,
however, he can’t be everywhere. So, I’m asking for your help to fill our gallery with
YOUR pictures! It doesn’t matter if you are an event host or an attendee, PLEASE
send me your pictures! And your submissions need not be limited to SYC events. I
would love to have an album in the gallery of our members’ summer vacations, crabbing and fishing trips and just generally having fun out on the water. You never
know ... one of your pictures could be featured on the cover of the 2014 Membership Directory?!
So please get to clicking and send your pictures to Cryss. Toycen at downeasy@frontier.com
Just some examples ...

Swinomish Channel ... by Jeff Toycen

Parks Bay Sunset ... by Jeff Toycen

Bargain Bay ... by Michael & Angelee
Conner (newest SYC members)
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Swinomish Channel Historical Dinghy Cruise ... by Glen Beam
Steve Hoeft and Glen Beam are sponsoring a dinghy cruise south of LaConner to the old World War I fort
on Goat Island. The plan is to meet at the reciprocal dock at 11:00am. on Saturday, August 3rd. We will then
cruise on down to Goat Island where Steve will lead us on a tour of the old fort. We are going to have lunch there
and explore until around 2:00pm., then we are going right across the channel to the little sand spit where Steve and
Glen are going to set up a beer-fest on the beach. There are several members who might bring some kegs of home
-brew for all of us to sip and enjoy for the afternoon in the sun. If anyone wants to continue the channel adventure,
we have reserved the picnic cabana on the Channel at Shelter Bay. You can pull your dinghy up on the sand and
enjoy an evening campfire in the cabana.
For more information call Glen Beam at 360-708-8539 or Steve Hoeft at 360-708-5390. This is a no-host,
un-event, non-event, faux-event, event.

We hope you can join us.

Mark yer calendars and join the fun for the 5th annual Work Boak Races and Pirate Faire in Anacortes, August 24th, 2013. For more information and great pictures, follow the link below ... SYC’s own, Cap’n John Aydelotte is this year’s
Grand Marshall for the parade!
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?
fbid=165224013655169&set=a.149010851943152.1073741828.149006271943610&type=1&relevant_count=1
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Shane and Wendy Walsh are the proud owners of Cantamar, a 50’ Ocean Alexander. They have over 30 years
experience on the water, including trips to Alaska and on down the west coast to Puerto Vallarta. They live in
Snohomish. Shane and Wendy have made their reservations for the upcoming Crash ‘n’ Burn so be sure to introduce
yourselves and give them a warm welcome.

Michael and Angelee Conner ... here is the message received from them:
Hi Jeff
Continue to move north. Don't know if you got our other messages.
Picked up some recips at Nanaimo. Crossing the Strait went well. Heading to Pender Hbr
for a couple of days.
Cheers

Marc Wells & Marcy Wescott keep their 29’ Ranger Tug, Ranger Gray on J dock in the LaConner Marina. Marc
has been sailing and boating all his life and currently works for Arctic Storm Management Group which is a seafood
company that fishes for Pollock in the Bering Sea. Marc & Marcy live in Kent. They joined the SYC gang for the Steak
Fry up at Fisherman Bay mixing and mingling with the group and seemed to fit right in!
Because we never get tired of a hearty AAAARRRRGGGGGHHHH ... let’s give up a few more to the Walsh’s, Conner’s and Wells/Wescott’s! Welcome to the SYC family!

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
LaConner, WA 98257
Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Channel Marker Editor & Web
Master: Cryss. Toycen
downeasy@frontier.com or
webadmin@swinomishyachtclub.org

Published by
The UPS Store, Burlington, WA
www.theupsstore.com/5499.htm

It’s time to gear up for
the 2013 Cruising
Season and hit the
water in style (... not
literally, I hope)
Ship’s Store Manager - Phil
Fusselman
206-406-3200
shipstore@swinomishyachtclub.
org

Look great this spring
and keep warm and
dry!

You can now pay on-line
using PayPal!

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

