
 

 Ahhhhh, it's finally warming up, rainy days are 
fewer and farther apart and it's time to visit our favorite 
anchorages and marinas. Yes, let the summer activities 
begin for SYC! 

 I would like to holler a hearty Arghhhh to our 
newest members thus far in 2013...Duane &Wendy 
Schleitweiler aboard Spontaneity, Bob & Cindy Davisson 
aboard C-Lassie, Craig & Emi Fredlund aboard Scout, Craig 
& Elizabeth Sjostrom aboard Irresistible and Shane & 
Wendy Walsh aboard Cantamar! Welcome to all of you 
and we look forward to seeing you all out on the water or 
at the clubhouse. I'm excited to see our membership 
grow. The more, the merrier! 

 This year so far has been fun for me as Commodore and with the help of a great 
board we are setting the club in a continued forward direction. Our yacht club has been 
of great value to the LaConner Marina. We not only lease property (SYC owns our build-
ing, in case you weren't aware) and reciprocal dock space from them, but we also bring 
in members and their boats to fill their slips as well as the guest docks. In the past 
months there have been changes in management at the marina and it seems they are 
eager to participate and help us with our events and activities. Along those same lines 
the management has offered us the opportunity if needed, to stuff our fliers/
announcements in with their billing invoices that are sent to all tenants at the marina. 
I’m thinking  we could have a large Christmas boat parade this year!! Other opportunities 
and discussions will transpire with the marina throughout the year and beyond. I will 
keep you posted of any news. So, if you happen to bump into one of the marina staff, tell 
them hello and thanks for supporting Swinomish Yacht Club. They are great neighbors to 
have. 

 So, lets get out to the Steak Fry at Lopez, the Kids’ Cruise (we're all kids, remem-
ber) at Roche, and the Clam Bake at Sucia!! 

 See you on the water. 

   
Cheers, 

 

Jeff Toycen 

Commodore 

DownEasy 

Commodore’s Log ... Jeff Toycen 

Swinomish  Yach t  C lub   
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Steak Fry & Golf Tournament 

June 14-16, 2013 

Lopez Islander Resort/Fisherman Bay

  
                  

 

                      

The annual Steak Fry and Golf Tournament at the Lopez Islander Re-

sort on beautiful Fisherman Bay, is coming up! Please call Kathy Casey 

at the Lopez Islander to make your slip reservations: 1- 800-736-

3434 and make sure you tell her you are with the Swinomish Yacht 

Club. 

 

 

Friday, June 14th 

 5:30pm.  Happy hour on the dock.  BYOB and potluck appys.   
 

Saturday, June 15th 

 8:00am.  Coffee eye-openers with breakfast goodies, hosted by Chip and Nancy Kromer 

 9:00am.  Transportation to golf course. 

 10:00am.  Golf tee-off, hosted by Chip Kromer and Glenn Beam 

 

*If you are planning to golf, please RSVP no later than June 1st  to Chip Kromer:  Chiphoy1950@comcast.net 

or call 206-300-6871 

 

If you are NOT planning to golf, you might enjoy the resort pool and hot tub or rent a bike and tour Lopez. The 

Saturday market in town is only a short walk away. 

 

 5:00pm.  BBQ's will be ready for dinner on the  resort deck.  Bring your own meat for the BBQ,  

   plates, cutlery and a potluck dish to share.   

    

   Last name A-J:  Please bring a salad or hot dish 

   Last name K-Z:  Bring a dessert. 

 

All alcoholic beverages on the deck during dinner are to be purchased from the resort bar.                                                                           

     

    SORRY, NO BYOB! 
Sunday, June 16th 

 8:00am.  Coffee, eye-openers and breakfast  

   goodies on the dock  

 

 

LET'S HAVE SOME 

FUN!!!! 

mailto:Chipahoy1950@comcast.net
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Duane & Wendy Schleitweiler came to join us on Opening Day after the vessel 

safety inspections, as Duane is a Coast Auxiliary Member.  Here is what Wendy has to 

share about themselves:  Duane and I grew up in Washington, he in Mountlake Terrace 

and me in Snohomish.  We now reside in Stanwood.  Duane and I both have spent time 

out on the water with our families (my father & Duane’s grandfather had boats) when 

were younger, but we did not start boating/fishing again until we bought our first boat in 

October, 2011.  Duane enjoys restoring old cars/trucks, fishing, gardening and spending 

time with his family.  I enjoy cooking, baking, gardening and have started to find my pas-

sion for photography (there is a lot to learn).  We both enjoy spending time with our 

granddaughter, Zoey.  She wants to be on the water with us as much as possible.  We 

both have grown children:  Duane’s daughter, Amanda (22 years old) and my 3 children, 

Jessica (25), Blair (23) and Demi (21). 

 

 

 
Craig & Elizabeth Sjostrom both grew up in the Seattle 

area:  Elizabeth from Three Tree Point and Craig from the 

Redmond/Kirkland area.  Craig has boated around the 

Sound since he was a kid, mostly fishing.  Though Elizabeth 

hasn’t spent much time out on the water, she definitely 

likes it.  Their current boat is a beautiful, wooden 45’ 1954 

Chris Craft that they keep in the LaConner marina.  How-

ever, Craig has owned smaller, trailerable boats for fishing 

and crabbing such as his 21’ Trophy.  Both are attorneys; 

Craig in private practice and Elizabeth for WA state DOT.  

Though in the late 1990’s, Elizabeth served as LaConner’s 

city administrator.   

 
When asked why they chose to join SYC, Craig answered:  “I didn’t want to join a stuffy or pretentious group, 

which this one doesn’t seem to be.”  They will be working to get the Chris Craft all ship-shape and are looking for-

ward to exploring the islands. 

 
Bob & Cindy Davisson are new to boating with C-Lassie a Bayliner 3218.  They are looking forward to exploring 

the San Juans this summer and meeting new people on their journeys.  What better way to start a new adventure 

than with a great club like SYC!  I will have more information about Bob & Cindy in the next issue of the Channel 

Marker as they have been travelling. 

 
So all you SYC-ers out there join me in saluting all of our newest members with a hearty 

AAAARRRRGGGGHHHH!!! ... and a smile at the their first events with us.   

 

As of press time, 2 more new member applications had arrived making our 2013 new member count 8.  

 
I know there are a couple of other new members out there that I have missed and I would love to include a story 

about you and pictures in the next issue.  Please e-mail them to Cryss. Toycen @ downeasy@frontier.com.   

 

Welcome to you all!!! 



 Opening Day of boating season is now 

officially behind us, and what a weekend it was!  

Our own Cap’n John and Trish lead the parade 

down the Channel with sixteen boats soaking 

in the unseasonably warm weather.  We had a 

larger than expected turnout for the Italian 

Potluck, it was great to see so many members 

and friends celebrating Opening Day at the 

Clubhouse.  We capped off the day with danc-

ing the night away to The Encounters.  Just 

when you thought you could not dance any-

more, they played another great 60’s era song 

that kept you on your feet!  Thanks to every-

body who helped make this event successful, 

we really appreciated your help! 

 

 As you may have heard, our club website is getting a makeover.  Cryss. voiced 

her opinion that our website was feeling dated, and much of the board concurred.  

She has been working with the marketing team that does our restaurants’ websites to 

create a club website that is spiffier, and will include a secure “members only” section 

where you will be able to search a membership directory, read the minutes from 

board meetings, and much more.  We are looking forward to having the new website 

up and running soon! 

 

 Crash ‘n’ Burn will be held this year at Point Hudson Marina in Port Townsend 

on July 19-21.  If you are not familiar with Crash ‘n’ Burn, this is where the women 

take charge of navigating and docking the boats at the event location and the men 

cook dinner Saturday night.  There will also be some safety lessons Saturday during 

the day. And I’m sure that Doc’s at the marina will have something special for the 

SYC’ers in store.  This should be a fun event!  If you are thinking about coming, please 

RSVP your boat name, LOA and beam to tessa@docsgrill.com as soon as possible.  

The Point Hudson Marina fills up quickly, and the sooner I know how many boats will 

be attending, the easier it will make coordinating with the marina.   
 

I look forward to seeing you on the water!   

 
Tessa Aydelotte 
Vice Commodore 
Docktails 
  

 

Vice Commodore’s Report ... Tessa Aydelotte 
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 I hope everyone has their boating projects just about done. June is here 

and it’s time to go boating. I am almost done with some rather large projects I 

wanted to have done before the Memorial Day weekend. Well that didn’t happen. 

How many times have you started a project on your boat and thought to yourself 

“well I already have this apart I may as well do this too”. And then further into the 

project you say it again. You now find yourself with all kinds of stuff torn apart and 

not enough weekends to get it all done. I know I’m not the only one to do this.  

 

 What’s really nice is being a member of Swinomish Yacht Club, there is 

always someone who is willing to help out. I find if I’m working on something that I 

haven’t done before I can ask one of my boating friends for advice on how to pro-

ceed. You might get several different opinions on how to accomplish your project 

but that’s the fun of it. I always take every one’s suggestion into account and find a 

solution to what I’m trying to achieve. Sometimes I decide that it’s time to call in a professional to get the project 

completed. 

 

 We have some new members in our SYC family. Part of being a member is having access to people that 

have been around boating for a long time and “have been there, done that”. So if you are looking for suggestions 

on how to do a project on your boat or looking for a professional. Start with your SYC family; it’s a great way to 

get started.    

 

Steve Hoeft 

Rear Commodore 

Slip Away 

 

Rear Commodore’s Report ... Steve Hoeft 

Volume 4, Issue 6  
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It’s never too early to start thinking about filling the openings on the board for next year and we will have several:   

 

Officers 

 Rear Commodore 

Assist the Commodore and Vice Commodore in their duties, recruit Nominating Committee, promote club events, 

and serve as Committee Chair for the Spring Clubhouse Clean-up & Shake-down Cruise. 

 

Directors 

 Facilities  

Responsible for determining long term maintenance and construction projects required to keep the facilities in 

working condition. 

 Membership & Fund-raising 

Organize membership drives, welcome new members and get membership materials and burgee to them, deter-

mine fund-raising activities to help the club reach its financial goals. 

 Event Coordinator 

Help recruit event hosts and serve as a resource to the event hosts for planning events with equipment and sup-

plies from the clubhouse. 

 

Do you have what it takes to step up to one of these positions and help shape the future of SYC?  This club has a 

wealth of talents in its members and it’s a great way to give back to the club as well as a way to meet the members 

and to be an integral part of planning and implementing new ideas.  Steve Hoeft will be looking for volunteers in the 

coming months.   Consider it.   

 

 

 

 
 As Tessa mentioned in her Vice Commodore’s report, our website will be getting a significant facelift.  Well, 
reconstructive surgery would be a better analogy.  In the coming weeks, the re-designed site will be revealed.  Com-
plete with a “member’s only” section -  password protected, of course - which will include the membership directo-
ry, minutes from past board and general membership meetings as well as the Treasurer’s reports and income/
expense summaries.  The new site will also feature an on-line event RSVP system linked to the event calendar, a 
stream-lined application process for potential new members as well as the great gallery page of photos from past 
events and the archived newsletters.  The most exciting  feature of the new site, for me, will be the ease of updating  
it in minutes via iPad or smart phone rather than the hours and days that it has been taking.   
 
 Our current site utilizes technology akin to the horse and buggy.  Not that I have anything against horses 
and buggies, however, there are better things to do with those hours and days, like boating, than tearing my hair 
out trying to make simple changes.   
 
 These changes come as a generous gift from Tom and Tessa Aydelotte and Doc’s Marina Grill through the 
expertise of Danny Done and his crew at Marketeering Group.  They have been great to work with and have made 
many of my dreams for the website come true.   
 
 So if I can indulge your patience for just a few more weeks ... Thanks, Cryss. Toycen/Website Manager 
 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org  
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Mark your calendars to attend this year’s ...  

 

 

  

July 19-20th ... Point Hudson Marina, Port Townsend  

This event was revived last year after a 13 year hiatus.  This is a fun and educa-

tional event that offers the opportunity for the Captain and the 1st Mate to switch 

roles in a safe and supportive way. Said another way, the 1st Mates will navigate 

and dock the boats and the Captain will test his/her skills in the galley.  Many of 

last year’s first time Captains were surprised at their abilities.   

Make your moorage reservations with the Point Hudson Marina by calling 

360-385-2828.  If you need more information or want to be involved in the plan-

ning and execution, please contact Tom & Tessa Aydelotte: 

Tessa@docsgrill.com 

 

                                               

What:    Kids’ Cruise 2013 

Who:     For the young and young at heart 

When:   July 12-15! (Note additional day) 

Where:  Roche Harbor 

 

How:     Contact Gretchen Erga at gretchen@esci.net or 360-303-1217 so we can let 

Roche Harbor know how many boats will attend this event. We need to know ASAP to 

ensure we have enough room at Roche, and prizes for the kids. 

When making reservations, please give the number of kids, ages and any special needs. 

Lots of kids games and activities are planned including sack races, a balloon toss, tug of war, and much more. Adults 

can participate in the games as well.  Prizes and awards for all who attend.  We plan to have a special guest visit by 

a great kid’s person on Saturday.   

Also on Saturday:  The Pretty Woman will have grown kids’ refreshments including a California wine and cheese 

tasting Saturday afternoon after the games, and while the kids cool off in the pool. 

There will be a pancake breakfast on Sunday.  Plan on Mimosas for the grown kids and juice for the real kids.  

This year crabbing season starts on July 15 at 7:00 AM.  Get your kiddos crab licenses so we can teach them how 

to catch Dungeness crab on Monday morning!  Crab licenses for children under the age of 15 are free.  (And then 

we’ll have an afternoon feast!)  

mailto:gretchen@esci.net


Volume 4, Issue 6 The Channel Marker Page 9  

Get Your 

Clam On 
 

 

2013 Sucia Island Clam Bake 

August 16th, 17th and 18th 
 

Mark your calendars for the premier on the water 

event of the Swinomish Yacht Club. Join us for 

three days of fun and food at beautiful Fossil Bay 

 

Friday 
Fleet arrives, appetizers on the dock 

Saturday 
Continental Breakfast in the AM 

Games on the dock in the afternoon 

Dinner on shore at 5pm 

Bonfire and music to end the evening 

Sunday 
Continental Breakfast in the AM 

 

Please RSVP Wayne and Cathy Welde at weldefamily@comcast.net  or 253-405-6647 
We need volunteers to help put this great event on. If you can help, please contact us. 

mailto:weldefamily@comcast.net
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Fuel ... A Study in the meaning of capacity ... by 

Mary Lee 

Fuel. Some people consider this a four-letter word, but for boaters that like to go places without relying on 

wind or water, it’s an absolute necessity. At last check, diesel was $3.59/gal and gas was $3.89/gal at the 

LaConner fuel dock, but this is not a good place to skimp. The requirements for combustion include fuel, spark or glow plugs, and air. 

Without one member of this triumvirate, you’re likely to be floating in the direction of the current or wind and not where you want to be 

going.  

Running short on fuel in your boat can range from being inconvenient to landing in a dangerous situation. So, I interviewed people to find 

out who had learned the hard way to remember to check the fuel gauge or fuel tank.   In the interest of education, these stories shall serve 

as reminders of  what not to do.  As a friend once told me:  adventures are adversities recounted at leisure afterward.  So without further 

ado, here are several misadventures in measuring fuel capacity. 

Mary Lee: To be fair, I’ll go first. I ran out of fuel on two different motorcycles, not any boat. The first time, I was on a motorcycle trip 

and refused to get gas in Oregon where a gas station attendant would be handing me the fuel nozzle. Instead, I would wait until I found a 

gas station in Washington. Well, southern Washington tends to be sparsely populated and the little fuel tank on my XJ600 went empty. 

Motorcycle friends that did not refuse fuel in Oregon were able to go get fuel for me. The second time, I didn’t really run out of fuel; I was-

n’t paying attention to the color of the fuel nozzle and added diesel to the gas tank on my VFR800fi. This was a much bigger fuel tank, so it 

took some time to push the bike the few blocks  home and siphon out the diesel. So, that’s how I learned that the filler hole on motorcycle 

fuel tanks are big enough to allow both the gas and diesel nozzles to fit, unlike cars.  

Randy Ayers: Randy had just purchased a 23’ express cruiser from his cousin. They did some day trips in the boat and decided that the 

boat was mechanically sound enough to go for a longer trip. So, they packed up and went to Friday Harbor for the weekend to meet up 

with his cousin and his new boat. When he arrived at Friday Harbor, he was amazed at how little gas had been used on the trip from La-

Conner to Friday Harbor. When he mentioned this to his cousin, he said that it was a very economical boat and he was surprised that the 

Randy had used that much gas to get there. What Randy had forgotten was to account for his cousin’s 40% BS factor in every statement 

ever spoken. Thinking that they had plenty of fuel for the return trip, they departed Sunday to return to LaConner watching the fuel gauge 

all the way. He was surprised that when they returned to the Swinomish Channel and the gauge still read half-full. As they slowed to the 

no wake at Twin Bridges, Randy glanced at the gauge again and was amazed to see that the gauge now read empty. Not just empty: the 

needle was on the other side of E. At that point, he knew that they weren’t going to make it to the fuel dock under power and informed his 

crew that it looked like there was a potential need to beach the boat since then the engine began running for 2 seconds, sputtering for 2 

seconds, running for 2 seconds… Fortunately, he was able to signal to the boat directly behind them, who was willing to tow them to the 

fuel dock. This is where he fills the tank with the exact amount of fuel that the tank is supposed to hold. (Writer’s note from Mary: Randy 

never fixed the fuel tank sending unit or fuel gauge in that boat. This has been remedied because I’ve replaced the fuel sending unit in the 

2850 and the water tank sending unit in the 3288.) 

Josh & Jodi Ellingson: Josh didn’t necessarily run out of fuel in his brand new-to-him 32 Bayliner. He was docking the boat in the 

north basin when the engines stopped running before they had finished docking. At this point, the boat is floating sideways into the dock, 

rather than stern or bow first. Josh takes a line in his hand and LEAPS into the air to reach the dock. During the investigation, he sees that 

there is three inches of water in the fuel tank. The 32’ of that year model does not lift the fuel filler hole an inch above the deck, so rain 

water was seeping through the leaky fuel filler gasket. He pumped out all the fuel and water, used the fuel elsewhere, and replaced the fuel 

filler gasket on the deck.  

Jim & Mary Neal: Jim ran out of fuel on his first date with Mary, a double date with his best friend and his best friend’s girlfriend. They 

were out on Lake Washington in a 14’ boat when it ran out of fuel. The boat drifts to a dock in Medina where the home owner invites them 

all into the house for cocktails. A few hours later, friends pick them up from the house, but the boat stayed on the dock for a few more 

days.  

On another occasion, Jim, Mary, and neighbors were out in a boat when Mary has a spidey sense that 

they’re going to run out of fuel. She asked if the women could be dropped off at a park in case they run out  

but they continued boating past the park. Before long, the boat does run out of fuel and they end up drift-

ing back to the park.  

Page 10 The Channel Marker 
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Swinomish Channel Historical Dinghy Cruise ... by Glen Beam 

 

 Steve Hoeft and Glen Beam are sponsoring a dinghy cruise south of LaConner to the old World War I fort 

on Goat Island.  The plan is to meet at the reciprocal dock at 11:00am. on Saturday, August 3rd.  We will then 

cruise on down to Goat Island where Steve will lead us on a tour of the old fort.  We are going to have lunch there 

and explore until around 2:00pm., then we are going right across the channel to the little sand spit where Steve and 

Glen are going to set up a beer-fest on the beach.  There are several members who might bring some kegs of home

-brew for all of us to sip and enjoy for the afternoon in the sun.  If anyone wants to continue the channel adventure, 

we have reserved the picnic cabana on the Channel at Shelter Bay.  You can pull your dinghy up on the sand and 

enjoy an evening campfire in the cabana.   

 

 For more information call Glen Beam at 360-708-8539 or Steve Hoeft at 360-708-5390.  This is a no-host, 

un-event, non-event, faux-event, event. 

 

We hope you can join us.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark yer calendars and join the fun for the 5th annual Work Boak Races and Pi-
rate Faire in Anacortes, August 24th, 2013.  For more information and great pic-
tures, follow the link below ... SYC’s own, Cap’n John Aydelotte is this year’s 
Grand Marshall for the parade! 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?

fbid=165224013655169&set=a.149010851943152.1073741828.149006271943610&type=1&relevant_count=1  

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=165224013655169&set=a.149010851943152.1073741828.149006271943610&type=1&relevant_count=1
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=165224013655169&set=a.149010851943152.1073741828.149006271943610&type=1&relevant_count=1
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Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swinomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

Ship’s Store Manager - Phil 

Fusselman 

 

206-406-3200 

 

ship-

store@swinomishyachtclub.

org 

You can now pay on-line 

using PayPal! 

 

It’s time to gear up for 

the 2013 Cruising 

Season and hit the 

water in style (... not 

literally, I hope) 

 

Look great this spring 

and keep warm and 

dry! 

 


