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Jeff Toycen

Twice a year the members of this great club get
an opportunity to gather and discuss the business of SYC.
Good news, the March 16th membership meeting is right
around the corner. Please make it a priority to attend
and offer your ideas, input, and participate in the discussion of the goings on with the club.
Part of my 2013 goals is to establish a framework
to stabilize and grow our financial position. One strategy
to accomplish this is to change the focus of a few of the
board positions: 1) expanding Will Cox’s position as the
membership director to include fundraising, 2) change
the focus of Bill Kortum to now look at SYC’s future and
develop some long range goals and plans to accomplish
those goals, and 3) to have Ed Brooks organize our
maintenance and facility’s needs, to identify small fixes so
that we may better plan for the big fixes when they are
necessary. Some of this comes on the recommendations
of our newly established finance committee which enables myself and the board to better utilize our time and talents. I will discuss this in more detail at the meeting on Mar.
16th.
I urge you to take some time to think about our club and let the officers and
board know what your thoughts and ideas for our club might be. There were many
great ideas expressed at the fall meeting and a few of them are in the process of being
implemented. So, please, if there is something specific you want covered or think may
be of great importance to the club call, 425-308-9459 or e-mail me,
downeasy@frontier.com so that it can be added to the meeting agenda.
This year, along with the meeting and potluck dinner, we are adding the auction
fundraiser for the club. I have seen the list of items to be auctioned and, trust me, you
won’t want to miss it! There is something for everyone, boater or not. If you have a
last minute donation for either the silent or live auction, be sure to contact either Cheryl
Stinson at 360-770-3988 or Mike Rawls at 360-319-3143. And with that thought in mind,
be sure to bring friends (I’ll do my best to move the meeting along) so that they, too,
might take advantage of the great items that will be up for auction.
I look forward to seeing you at our Spring Membership Meeting & Silent/Live
Auction Fundraiser and to show your support of the Swinomish Yacht Club.
Cheers,
Jeff Toycen
Commodore
DownEasy
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FAMILY FUN NIGHT!
To all kids and the young at heart!
March 2 will be a sleepover at SYC. Bring your tents, sleeping bags and PJ's for a fun-filled evening of games, food,
art projects, dancing (ABBA and Maxine Nightengale) and movies. I'm sure that Uncle Glen will have a fire going
all night to keep us warm.
Rumor has it that we will have a pizza-making station again this year for all who are interested and it sounds like a
prime rib will be served to the adults; we are asking that people bring sides and/or an entree to share. And popcorn, of course, will be available all night!
Auntie Gretchen will have an art project planned, with an art walk, Uncle Kenny has plans for messages we can set
adrift with the tide to see where they end up, my dad has his collection of Star Trek movies and recent releases to
show, we have games to play including a Texas Hold 'em tournament hosted by my brother, James, along with
chess, Twister, Monopoly and any other games that show up!
For more information, phone (360) 708-8539.
See you soon!
Ami Cox

Bowling for Vegetables (or Bowling for World Peace) ...
Please come and join the Swinomish Yacht Club Saturday, March 30th at
Friday Harbor. The bowling time is a little different this year as we plan on
bowling and having lunch at 1:00 pm. We have several lanes
reserved, so bring your ball and shoes, and let's bowl the day away!
Let's see if anyone can beat Lynn Hoeft this year. The winner will
receive a head of lettuce (organic, of course).
Also, there will be live music at The Blue Water Cafe right on Main Street starting at
7:00 on Friday night the 29th.
Please call The Port of Friday Harbor for slip reservations at 360-378-2688. For more information call Glen Beam at
360-708-8539 or Mark Jacobson at 360-770-0651.
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...

Tessa Aydelotte

Jeff Toycen,
Commodore

The days are getting longer and the first day of
spring is just around the corner. Now is the
time of year to start preparing your boat for
cruising season. Opening Day is rapidly approaching!

Tessa Aydelotte,
Vice Commodore
Steve Hoeft,
Rear Commodore

The tradition of Opening Day was started by
Seattle Yacht Club on Seattle’s waterfront back
in 1895. In the early 1900’s the celebration
was moved to freshwater and included a parade through the Montlake Cut. A theme was
first used in 1959 with “Hells a Poppin,” and it
has been a tradition ever since. Opening Day is
the largest regional celebration of water,
spring and the opening of boating season.

Dave Pfost,
Past Commodore
Cheryl Stinson,
Treasurer
Bobbie Arthur,
Secretary
Glen Beam,
Port Captain
Joshua Ellingson,
Fleet Medical Officer

Directors
Cryss. Toycen,
Newsletter/Web Liaison
Mike Rawls,

At SYC we all know that boating season never ends, however Opening Day is a great
event for our local community. Visitors and locals alike flock to La Conner to enjoy
SYC’s Opening Day festivities and to watch the parade. As I mentioned in the last
month’s newsletter, the Opening Day theme is “The Big Dig.” The dredging of the
channel was completed in January, thanks to the Army Corps of Engineers. For your
decorating ideas, think construction: traffic signs, construction cones and hard hats,
even cranes and backhoes. Let’s see what you can dig up!

Facilities/Reciprocity
Ed Brooks,
Facilities
Will Cox,
Membership & Fundraising

Don’t forget our Spring General Membership Meeting and Silent Auction Fundraiser is
March 16th. Jeff promises to keep the meeting part short and sweet. And the items up
for auction are not to be missed! Think lodging in Maui and Ft. Lauderdale for that
vacation getaway, or haul outs to
prepare your boat for the cruising
season. Hope to see you there!

Bill Kortum,
Long Range Planning
Gretchen Malone,
Event Coordinator

Tessa Aydelotte
Vice Commodore
Docktails
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...

Steve Hoeft

Oh my, where did February go? I blinked and February was gone! I have
been busy doing boat projects trying to get “Slip Away” ready for cruising. The list
keeps growing, one project leads to another and another, and yet another. Ok, I
don’t need to go into it because you have all been there, done that.
Speaking of projects, the Clubhouse Cleanup and Shakedown Cruise is
coming soon. I would like to give advance notice to all members to put April 13-14
on your calendars, so please plan on attending. Many hands make light work. I
have asked one of our new members in joining Lynn and myself in helping with
this event. Josh and Jodie Ellingson (Josh is our new Fleet Medical Officer) have
agreed to help us. It will be the usual plan as in past years. I will have a list of items
that we will need to address and put people to work cleaning and picking up
around the clubhouse. I would appreciate if a couple of members could bring pressure washers. If you can supply
a one please send me an email: stevehoeft@msn.com
After we get the clubhouse all looking fabulous (it’s in pretty good condition already) we will get in our
boats and head for Cornet Bay. If the weather cooperates we will go on shore and have a bon-fire and listen to
music. Before we head up for the fire we will have the usual potluck appetizers to share and dinner on your own.
In the morning, there will the usual eye-openers and a continental breakfast. Please watch for more information
on this event in your April Channel Marker
Steve Hoeft
Rear Commodore
Slip Away

Clubhouse Clean-up & Shakedown Cruise
Hosted by:
Steve Hoeft and Joshua & Jody Ellingson

Saturday, April 13th
Spring brings us to our annual clubhouse clean-up projects. We will be
starting promptly at 9:00am., tackling our usual areas inside and out.
Our club always pulls together and makes this event fun as well as productive. Please let me know if you have a pressure washer to lend.
Around noon-ish we will head off to Coronet Bay for an afternoon
and evening of fun with the usual potluck appys., bonfire and possibly
some music to boot!

If you have ideas for projects and/or equipment to lend, please
contact: Steve Hoeft @ stevehoeft@msn.com
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2013 Spring General
Membership Meeting & Auction

4pm., Saturday, March 16th
@ the SYC Clubhouse

It is time again for this year’s Spring General Membership Meeting and Auction. This is when
you will hear about the health of the club, get updates on the finances and have your chance to get
your voice heard by the SYC board and membership. Also, Cheryl Stinson and Mike and Linda Rawls
have been very busy gathering a great inventory of items that will be auctioned off, both silently and
live with our resident “amateur” auctioneer, Commodore Jeff Toycen. There will also be lots of raffle prizes, so be sure to join us!!
Again, this year, we are keeping things simple and letting our members’ culinary talents
shine with a potluck. The club will provide plates, cutlery, napkins, rolls and soft drinks.


Last name A-G, please bring a hot dish



Last name H-O, please bring a salad or side
dish



Last name P-Z, bring a dessert.

AND BYOB!
Agenda
3:00pm. Happy Hour and Auction Item Preview; the first silent auction table will close at 4:20, the
second at 4:40 and the third at 5:00
5:00pm. Membership Meeting
6:00pm. Dinner
6:30pm. Live Auction & Raffle

Join us! ... It will be a fun night!
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FISHING DERBY & SPA DAY
February 16-17, 2013 - Rosario Resort
Thanks to all who attended the 2013 SYC Fishing Derby, February 16-17 at Rosario
Resort. Fourteen boats participated in the event, and a few members and guests
traversed by ferry.
Saturday afternoon saw 20 SYC members in the hot tub, enjoying the sauna and Rosario’s newly refurbished swimming pool. We all then converged on the lounge for dinner and drinks and afterward enjoyed music and fellowship
at the bonfire pit until the wee hours of the night.
Jim Dobbs brought home the coveted SYC Fish Derby trophy with a 16-lb. king in his new Pursuit fishin’ machine.
Congratulations, Jim!
The Fishing Derby is an easy and fun event to host, and we encourage members to step up to the plate and volunteer. We’d be happy to help.
Looking forward to next year’s event!
The Beams

May 17-19, 2013
Lopez Islander Resort ~ Lopez Island
OK, SYC Ladies!
It’s time to brush up on our boat handling skills for this year’s SYC Ladies’ Cruise and ply the waters to the
Lopez Island Resort! This will be a fun filled weekend with other lady skippers from SYC with great food, a beverage
or two and camaraderie with other capable Lady Captains.
We’re going to keep it low key with all the fun that Lopez Island has
to offer ... or just sit on the dock for some quality “girl time” ... and maybe
some musical entertainment up at the bar! Friday, May 17th we’ll welcome
the fleet with potluck appys. on the dock and a continental breakfast Saturday. And then, anything goes!!
Call the Islander at 360-468-2233 for a slip reservation and for
more information on the event or if you’d like to crew or need crew members, contact Linda Beam at: smallstuffcanvas@gmail.com, 360-708-8429 or
Cryss. Toycen at: downeasy@frontier.com 425-478-6707.
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2013 Spring Membership Meeting
Saturday, March 16th @ SYC Clubhouse
Bring your friends and family to this special event. We have collected many great

items on which to bid and we have listed just a few below ... The proceeds from this auction will go back into the club’s treasury to strengthen our financial position and to keep
our dues low.



7 day condo lodging at the Sands of Kahana on Maui
 Handmade quilt by First Lady, Cryss.
 New 15 inch flat screen LED TV
 Mary Lee's famous Key Lime Pie
 Movie theme gift basket
 Haircut at Trends Salon
 Propane lantern
 New women's SYC vest & shirt
 New table top gas BBQ
 Charge'N Flow portable pump kit
 Signed, framed Carolyn Oltman "Iris" print
 2 nights hotel stay at Marriott in Ft Lauderdale
 A Port Townsend package that includes: $100 Gift Certificate to Doc's Marina Grill, one night moorage
to Point Hudson Marina (pending), $20 Gift Certificate to Point Hudson Cafe (pending)
 North Harbor Diesel: Free haul out and 6hr labor for bottom paint. Customer will be responsible for
supplies.
 $100 Gift Certificate to Doc's Marina Grill, Bainbridge Island
 Gift Certificate to Vinny's Ristorante, Friday Harbor - (pending)

Whether of large or small value, there is still time to donate items for the auction and if

you need them to be picked up, please call Cheryl Stinson before March 15th. We have a

great start and we are looking for lots of bidders!!! For more information call Cheryl Stinson at 360-770-3988 or Mike Rawls at 360-319-3143.
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RECIPROCITY HAS GONE LIVE ... ( OR ON-LINE)
... by Mike Rawls (... & Linda)
Guess What! We are now participating with a website developed just for NW Washington and British Columbia boaters that gives us all the details on lots of yacht clubs in our area AND shows us the ones with which we reciprocate!
It’s Fun. It’s Easy and you gotta try it!

www.Yachtdestinations.org is the site you’ll want to visit!

It has been developed by a fellow boater who is
constantly updating the information on the site. Meaning, that we will always have the latest information.
As your Reciprocity Chairman, this makes my job much easier ... giving me more time to enjoy the boat ... by automating the process of notifying clubs at the beginning of the year and coordinating their information for our members
to use. This also saves the club money on postage and supplies! Plus, we now have about 100 reciprocal yacht clubs
on the list.
DON’T WORRY ….. WE ARE STILL GOING TO PRINT A LIST IN OUR YEAR BOOK as many of us don’t have internet access on our boats or are in destinations where there service is unreliable or non-existent. Cryss Toycen, SYC’s webmaster, will be adding this link to our SYC Web Site.
In order to begin using the site, you must go to www.yachtdestinations.org and create an account. Simply click the
green create account button, create a user name & password, answer a couple of questions and click CREATE ACCOUNT. The next time you access the site, just click [sign in] at the top, put in your info and you are in. Then, from
the main menu, click the [Details] tab and it will open a list of the clubs that are on our reciprocal list. There you can
get information about the clubs such as the amenities they have available (power, water, showers, laundry), phone
numbers and instructions for making reservations and maps of their locations.
You can also click on “Destinations” on the home page and see an interactive map with flags identifying all the clubs
with which we reciprocate. You can move around, zoom in & out.

CLICK A FLAG AND FIND YOUR NEXT FUN-FILLED BOATING DESTINATION!
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2013 OPENING DAY ~
“THE BIG DIG”
Saturday, May 4th

Mark your calendars for this year’s
Opening Day Ceremonies and Parade. Tessa Aydelotte and Jeff Toycen have a great day
planned that is not to be missed!

In honor of the completion of the dredging of the Swinomish Channel, this year’s theme is: “The Big Dig” ... so break
out the yellow caution tape, orange cones and anything else
to commemorate the “Big Dig”.

... from Latitude Marine Services
Latitude Marine Services appreciates the support of the Swinomish Yacht Club and its members and as a thank you
for that support they are offering members a 10% discount off of their all-inclusive bottom paint package, which
includes haul outs booked before April 30th.
Please check out the SYC website: swinomishyachtclub.org for more details on this special offer or contact them at
360-466-4905 or via e-mail: latitude@fidalgo.net or on the web: latitudemarine.com

These special rates are effective from Feb. 1, 2013 - Apr. 30, 2013

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
LaConner, WA 98257
Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Channel Marker Editor & Web
Master: Cryss. Toycen
downeasy@frontier.com or
webadmin@swinomishyachtclub.org

Published by
The UPS Store, Burlington, WA
www.theupsstore.com/5499.htm

It’s time to gear up for
the 2013 Cruising
Season and hit the
water in style (... not
literally, I hope)
Ship’s Store Manager - Phil
Fusselman
206-406-3200
shipstore@swinomishyachtclub.
org

Look great this spring
and keep warm and
dry!

You can now pay on-line
using PayPal!

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

