
  

 Finally....longer daylight and warmer temps! For 

those that make a trip on Friday nights to be at the mari-

na to load the boat and head for a quiet anchorage, our 

time has arrived. No more bumping daylight in order to 

make it out to the islands. And, those of you that live 

aboard or have access to your boats more readily, I sup-

pose that doesn't really matter.  Other than the fact you 

are already on the hook or at a dock before we have de-

parted LaConner. 

 

 What a great time of year, and the celebrations 

throughout the NW that involve opening day are a sign of 

Summer.  

  

 Whether your cruising plans are to spend week-

ends on the hook in the islands or visiting resorts, one 

thing is certain, you are doing what you love … enjoying the freedom to cruise open wa-

ter and visit with others that share the same passion. Once again, this year we have de-

cided to spend a couple of weeks doing a "stay-cation" at Bell Harbor in Seattle aboard 

DownEasy. It's fun to live the city life and be on the boat as well. Of course, we will be 

working at the same time but knowing that we get to be on the boat each night and stay 

downtown is something we both look forward to.   No matter if you are in a far away 

place with no access to anything but oysters and lings or amidst the hustle of a huge city, 

one thing remains constant … you are on the boat! 

 

 And while you are out there, let those you meet along the way know that the 

Swinomish yacht club is a great way in which to share the passion of boating!  

 
Cheers, 

 

Jeff Toycen 

Commodore 

DownEasy 

Commodore’s Log ... Jeff Toycen 

Swinomish  Yach t  C lub   
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OPENING DAY ~ “THE BIG 

DIG” … Saturday, May 4th, 2013 

  

 Mark your calendars for this year’s Opening Day Ceremonies 

and Parade.  Tessa Aydelotte and Jeff Toycen have a great day planned 

that is not to be missed! 

 In honor of the US Army Corps of Engineers who completed the dredging of our channel earlier 

this year, the theme for Opening Day is “The Big Dig!”  After the Opening Day Ceremonies and Parade, 

we will be cookin’ up spaghetti and two types of sauces: meat and meatless.  This will be a potluck dinner, 

last names A-L please bring a dessert, M-Z bring an appetizer and BYOB.  In addition to parade awards, 

there will be an award for the best themed appetizer/dessert!   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday morning Boat Decorating - “The Big Dig” (think construction 

signs, caution tape, hard hats ... ) 

12:30pm. Parade Registration 

1:00pm. Opening Day Ceremonies with the LaConner High 

School Band playing our National Anthem, the Canadian 

Anthem and our beloved state anthem, “Louie, Louie” 

Blessing of the Fleet 

2:00pm. Captains’ Safety Meeting (your attendance is required to 

participate in the parade) 

2:30pm. Staging in the North Basin for the Parade 

3:00pm.  Parade Begins 

5:00pm.  Italian potluck 

5:30pm. Parade Awards 

6:00pm. Dancing to the “Encounters” 
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Saturday, May 4th ... 9am. - Noon ~ LaConner Marina South Guest Dock 
 

    Well….. it’s nearly time for our 2013 Opening Day Event . We have coordinated with the Anacortes Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Flotilla #17 and they have graciously agreed to perform voluntary vessel inspections again 
this year. The Auxiliary will be on the dock Saturday, May 4th from 9:00 am. until noon to do the inspec-
tions. Remember, this is voluntary so NO citations will be issued. A decal will be issued if you pass, and if 
you don’t pass you will receive a list of what needs to be done to meet Coast Guard regulations. This is a 
TERRIFIC OPPORTUNITY to make sure you’re “ship shape” at the start of boating season. It also provides 
us a chance to personally thank those in the Coast Guard for the great work they do everyday protecting us 
all. 

   While passing the voluntary inspection won’t prevent on-the-water inspec-
tions by the Coast Guard , it will give you peace of mind that you and your 
vessel are in compliance and should allow you to resume making way in rela-
tively short time . Gail and I personally know this is the case , since we were 
boarded last year as we entered the channel from the North! 

Have a Safe and Great Boating Season!  Remember , “The Price of Safety is 
Eternal Vigilance” 

 

 

Opening Day Is Here and it is time for 
some safe and fun Boating! … by Joshua Ellingson, 

Fleet Medical Officer 

 

 

I would like to encourage everyone to be available for the vessel safety 
checks on Saturday the 4th. I will be there and it would be a great time to go 
thru our on board first aid kits. These first aid kits if you have one, go years without use or inspection. Many things 
may be out of date and or inadequate if needed in a real emergency! If you do not have a first aid kit or are in need 
of an update, you can find them for as low as $10 at your local big box hardware store. You can also go to a site like 
this and get a marine first aid kit for as low as $39 http://www.firstaid-supply.com/Industrials/marine-first-aid-
kit.html. Let’s all be prepared and available to help each other if needed! 

 

  

http://www.firstaid-supply.com/Industrials/marine-first-aid-kit.html
http://www.firstaid-supply.com/Industrials/marine-first-aid-kit.html


 Opening Day is just around the corner, 
and I hope you are able to make it to the club-
house for the celebration and festivities!  Look 
further in the Channel Marker for specific de-
tails, but just a reminder that there is an award 
for the best themed appetizer/side dish/
dessert in addition to the parade awards!  We 
were also able to secure The Encounters as our 
evening entertainment.  The Encounters cover 
songs from the Beetles to the Rolling Stones, 
and will keep you on your feet all night long!  
They play frequently for Tom and I at our res-
taurant and other special events, and are excit-
ed to be playing for us on Opening Day! 
 
Despite the sideways rain and ominous marine 

forecast, the Clubhouse Clean-up and Shakedown Cruise went great.  We buckled 
down promptly at 8am, and everybody brought along their share of elbow grease.  
Thank you to everyone that attended! 
 
 Tom and I had the opportunity to attend the Newport Beach Boat Show last 
weekend.  We found our dream boat, which we won’t be able to afford for years to 
come or if we win the lottery.  We did have some great conversations with fellow 
boaters swapping cruising stories in the Pacific Northwest.  It’s amazing how lucky we 
are to have this playground in our backyard!  
 
 After Opening Day, we have a great line up of on-the-water events.  I have se-
cured a location for the Crash ‘n’ Burn (July 19-21) at Point Hudson Marina in Port 
Townsend!  Please email me at 
tessa.aydelotte@gmail.com sooner 
rather than later if you would like to 
attend with your boat details.  Point 
Hudson Marina is an extremely popular 
marina during the summer, and slips fill 
up fast! 
 
I look forward to seeing you at Opening 
Day!  
 
Tessa Aydelotte 
Vice Commodore 
Docktails 
  

Vice Commodore’s Report ... Tessa Aydelotte 
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It’s never too early to start thinking about filling the openings on the board for next year and we will have several:   

 

Officers 

 Rear Commodore 

Assist the Commodore and Vice Commodore in their duties, recruit Nominating Committee, promote club events, 

and serve as Committee Chair for the Spring Clubhouse Clean-up & Shake-down Cruise. 

 

Directors 

 Facilities  

Responsible for determining long term maintenance and construction projects required to keep the facilities in 

working condition. 

 Membership & Fund-raising 

Organize membership drives, welcome new members and get membership materials and burgee to them, deter-

mine fund-raising activities to help the club reach its financial goals. 

 Event Coordinator 

Help recruit event hosts and serve as a resource to the event hosts for planning events with equipment and sup-

plies from the clubhouse. 

 

Do you have what it takes to step up to one of these positions and help shape the future of SYC?  This club has a 

wealth of talents in its members and it’s a great way to give back to the club as well as a way to meet the members 

and to be an integral part of planning and implementing new ideas.  Steve Hoeft will be looking for volunteers in the 

coming months.   Consider it.   

 

 

LaConner Marina Special for SYC Members … Joshua Ellingson 

 
For those of you that did not know, the LaConner marina had a moorage special running thru the end of April that 
gives three months free to a new renter with an annual commitment. They also offered three months free to one 
who refers a new renter. Jody and I were able to take advantage of this and it saved us nearly $1000 as we will not 
have to pay anything for the next three months. I have been in communication with the marina in efforts to extend 
this special for another month for SYC members and their referrals. This would mean that if any members would 
like to commit to one year in La Connor they and one existing member who would also like to stay for 12 months 
would both get three months free! If there is any interest in this please let me know so that I can request an exten-
sion of benefits from the Port.  Joshua@ellingsonconstruction.com 

 

The best cure for seasickness 

… 

  Stand under a tree.  



 THANK YOU to everyone who turned out for the Clubhouse Clean-up 

and Shakedown cruise. While the weather in the morning didn’t quite turn out as 

the weather people predicted … though it was worse, we had a really good turn-

out. Also Kudos to a couple of our past commodores that showed up the day be-

fore to do some outside work.  Their efforts made the pressure washing a little 

easier the next day.  

 After four hours of cleaning the roof, pressure washing, scrubbing the gal-

ley and numerous other projects, it was time to stop and since it was pouring 

down rain, the rest of the outside projects just didn’t get done. I’m hoping to get a 

group of workers together around 7:30 on the morning of May 4th, before the 

Opening Day Ceremonies to stack the firewood. It would be greatly appreciated.  

 Around noon, with the winds predicted to blow 20-25 knots we then de-

cided to go boating to Cornet Bay. As it turned out we were very lucky because 

the predicted winds did not occur. We had a good time on the dock thanks to John and Trish Aydelotte.  The 

Parks Department remodeled the facilities at Cornet Bay but forgot to install fire pits. It’s always been customary 

to have a fire at this event, so John decided to bring his own dock over complete with firewood and a wood 

stove.  A big shout-out to John and Trish for the effort, it was really appreciated!  

 Again, I would like to thank everyone who participated in this event. I really appreciate everyone’s efforts. 

We pulled together and got it done!   

 

See you Opening Day!     

 

Steve Hoeft 

Rear Commodore 

Slip Away 

Rear Commodore’s Report ... Steve Hoeft 

Volume 4, Issue 5  
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May 17-19, 2013 

Lopez Islander Resort ~ Lopez Island 
OK, SYC Ladies!    

  

It’s time to brush up on our boat handling skills for this year’s SYC Ladies’ Cruise and 

ply the waters to the Lopez Island Resort!  This will be a fun filled weekend with other 

lady skippers from SYC with great food, a beverage or two and camaraderie with other 

capable Lady Captains. 

 We’re going to keep it low key with all the fun that Lopez Island has to offer ... or just sit on the dock for some 

quality “girl time” ... and maybe some musical entertainment up at the bar!  Friday, May 17th we’ll welcome the fleet 

with potluck appys. on the dock, breakfast Saturday and a SYC-style BBQ/potluck dinner Saturday night, PJ’s, chick 

flicks and/or games.  Bring your BBQ favorites, a side or dessert to share and your favorite spirits … then, anything 

goes!!   

 

 Call the Islander at 360-468-2233 for a slip reservation and for more information on the event or if you’d like 

to crew or need crew members, contact Linda Beam at:  smallstuffcanvas@gmail.com, 360-708-8429 or Cryss. Toycen 

at: downeasy@frontier.com 425-478-6707.   
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Steak Fry & Golf Tournament 

June 14-16, 2013 

Lopez Islander Resort/Fisherman Bay

  
                  

 

                      

The annual Steak Fry and Golf Tournament at the Lopez Islander Re-

sort on beautiful Fisherman Bay, is coming up! Please call Kathy Casey 

at the Lopez Islander to make your slip reservations: 1- 800-736-

3434 and make sure you tell her you are with the Swinomish Yacht 

Club. 

 

 

Friday, June 14th 

 5:30pm.  Happy hour on the dock.  BYOB and potluck appys.   
 

Saturday, June 15th 

 8:00am.  Coffee eye-openers with breakfast goodies, hosted by Chip and Nancy Kromer 

 9:00am.  Transportation to golf course. 

 10:00am.  Golf tee-off, hosted by Chip Kromer and Glenn Beam 

 

*If you are planning to golf, please RSVP no later than June 1st  to Chip Kromer:  Chiphoy1950@comcast.net 

or call 206-300-6871 

 

If you are NOT planning to golf, you might enjoy the resort pool and hot tub or rent a bike and tour Lopez. The 

Saturday market in town is only a short walk away. 

 

 5:00pm.  BBQ's will be ready for dinner on the  resort deck.  Bring your own meat for the BBQ,  

   plates, cutlery and a potluck dish to share.   

    

   Last name A-J:  Please bring a salad or hot dish 

   Last name K-Z:  Bring a dessert. 

 

All alcoholic beverages on the deck during dinner are to be purchased from the resort bar.                                                                           

     

    SORRY, NO BYOB! 
Sunday, June 16th 

 8:00am.  Coffee, eye-openers and breakfast  

   goodies on the dock  

 

 

LET'S HAVE SOME 

FUN!!!! 

mailto:Chipahoy1950@comcast.net


The Channel Marker Page 8 Volume 4, Issue 5 

 

 

Craig & Emi Fredlund &  

Bucky (the “real” captain … ) 
  

 Craig & Emi are our newest members that come to us from Everett 
though they keep their boat, Scout, a 1981 Marine Trader on C-dock, con-

veniently located right here in LaConner.  
They are life-time boaters and are look-
ing forward to a great season of cruising 
and we are proud that they have chosen 
SYC with which to share their travels.   

 

 Keep an eye out for Craig, Emi & 
Bucky and let’s all give them a hearty 
SYC, AAARRRGGG!!! 

 
 Welcome and we are looking for-
ward to a great year of events with you 
among the ranks.      

 

 

  

 We had a great time this year with beautiful weather. Five boats showed 

up that included one past commodore and two future commodores (not to be 

confused with commodes). We partied the night away to live music at the Blue 

Water Cafe in downtown Friday Harbor on Friday night.  

 This year we bowled in the afternoon. Kim Jacobson was the leader for the 

entire day right up until the last ball of the last game where Lynn Hoeft went ahead 

by two points to take home the trophy--again! Afterward, everyone headed down to the docks to have a safe and 

sane, propane mini bonfire.  

 Sunday was Easter, so we raffled off Easter eggs to net the club a profit of $5.10 for the  

event.  

See you next year.  

Mark Jacobson and Glen Beam 
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Mark your calendars to attend this year’s ...  

 

 

  

July 19-20th ... Point Hudson Marina, Port Townsend  

This event was revived last year after a 13 year hiatus.  This is a fun and educa-

tional event that offers the opportunity for the Captain and the 1st Mate to switch 

roles in a safe and supportive way. Said another way, the 1st Mates will navigate 

and dock the boats and the Captain will test his/her skills in the galley.  Many of 

last year’s first time Captains were surprised at their abilities.   

Make your moorage reservations with the Point Hudson Marina by calling 

360-385-2828.  If you need more information or want to be involved in the plan-

ning and execution, please contact Tom & Tessa Aydelotte: 

Tessa@docsgrill.com 

 

                                               

What:    Kids’ Cruise 2013 

Who:     For the young and young at heart 

When:   July 12-15! (Note additional day) 

Where:  Roche Harbor 

 

How:     Contact Gretchen Erga at gretchen@esci.net or 360-303-1217 so we can let 

Roche Harbor know how many boats will attend this event. We need to know ASAP to 

ensure we have enough room at Roche, and prizes for the kids. 

When making reservations, please give the number of kids, ages and any special needs. 

Lots of kids games and activities are planned including sack races, a balloon toss, tug of war, and much more. Adults 

can participate in the games as well.  Prizes and awards for all who attend.  We plan to have a special guest visit by 

a great kid’s person on Saturday.   

Also on Saturday:  The Pretty Woman will have grown kids’ refreshments including a California wine and cheese 

tasting Saturday afternoon after the games, and while the kids cool off in the pool. 

There will be a pancake breakfast on Sunday.  Plan on Mimosas for the grown kids and juice for the real kids.  

This year crabbing season starts on July 15 at 7:00 AM.  Get your kiddos crab licenses so we can teach them how 

to catch Dungeness crab on Monday morning!  Crab licenses for children under the age of 15 are free.  (And then 

we’ll have an afternoon feast!)  

mailto:gretchen@esci.net


P.O. Box 602 

LaConner, WA  98257 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 

 

Channel Marker Editor & Web 

Master:  Cryss. Toycen 

downeasy@frontier.com or 

 webadmin@swinomishyachtclub.org 

 

 

Published by 

The UPS Store, Burlington, WA 

www.theupsstore.com/5499.htm 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swinomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

Ship’s Store Manager - Phil 

Fusselman 

 

206-406-3200 

 

ship-

store@swinomishyachtclub.

org 

You can now pay on-line 

using PayPal! 

 

It’s time to gear up for 

the 2013 Cruising 

Season and hit the 

water in style (... not 

literally, I hope) 

 

Look great this spring 

and keep warm and 

dry! 

 


