
Channel Marker 

What a great Opening Day of boating season 
we had!  The weather held for the boat parade, 
with boats decked out in red, white and blue.  
I had the pleasure to be aboard with Cap’n 
John and Trish Aydelotte on their Vessel 
Assist boat leading the parade, and also 
during a rescue.  It was a reminder to all to 
watch your depth and location at the south 
end of the channel.  It was great to meet new 
members, swap boating stories, and welcome 
them to the club at a great event.  A tip of the 
hat to Rear Commodore Steve Hoeft and First 
Mate Lynn for all the hard work you put into 
making Opening Day a success!  
 
We have a great line up of on the water events 
this summer, starting this month with the Steak Fry at The Islander at Lopez.  
This is one of my favorite events, with members having the opportunity to 
play at the golf course, take a walk to town, come together in the evening for 
DIY grilling, and enjoy beautiful sunsets over Fisherman’s Bay.  Entering 
Fisherman’s Bay is another place to keep an eye on your depth sounder.  Look 
to the Channel Marker for more Steak Fry details, and I hope to see you there! 
 
There is still one event this summer that does not have a host, Crash n Burn.  
Because of its low attendance last year and lack of interest, I’ve opted to 
cancel the event.  This event was brought back a couple years ago, but never 
hit its stride.  
 
I am happy to introduce to you our three new members and one returning 
member in the month of May.  Don and Ami Roosa aboard Summer Solstice, 
Don and Teri Saben aboard Lady La Donna, Bill and Lorie Harris aboard 
North Country, and Gordy and Char Brooks aboard Time IV Family.  
Welcome to the family and I look forward to giving you a mighty SYC 
welcome ARRRRGH! at your first event that you attend! 
 
See you on the water,  

Tessa Aydelotte  
Commodore 
Docktails 
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Don’t forget to add the 2014 events to your calendar. 
 

 
 
 
View from Rough Life during the Ladies Cruise weekend 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Want to see your picture in the newsletter? Send them to newsletter@swinomishyachtclub.org 

Event Date Host Location 

Steak Fry & Golf tournament Jun 21-22 Cindy and Bob Davisson & 
Tessa and Tom Aydelotte 

Lopez Islander Resort 

Kids’ Cruise Jul 12-13 Gretchen Erga Roche Harbor 

Crash ’n Burn Jul 19-20 CANCELLED TBD 

Clam Bake Aug 16-17 Host needed! Sucia Island 

Wine ’n Dine/Oyster Run Sep 20-21 Jeff and Shaunna Marrs Cap Sante Marina 
Past Commodores Salmon BBQ Oct 4 Cryss. & Jeff Toycen Clubhouse 

Halloween Oct 25 Gretchen Malone Clubhouse 

Fall General Membership Meet-
ing and Crab feed 

Nov 8 Host needed! Clubhouse 

Christmas Boat Parade Dec 13 Mary Lee & Randy Ayers Clubhouse 
Commodore’s Ball 2015 Jan 24 2015 Tessa & Tom Aydelotte Clubhouse 
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Lynn and Steve Hoeft did a fabulous job for Opening Day! They planned the perfect amount of burgers, hot 
dogs, and toppings. The next day while cleaning up the clubhouse after Opening Day, we discovered a 
whole bag of unopened hot dog buns. Rather than tossing these out, I took them home and figured out two 
recipes to make with them. 

Mexican chocolate bread pudding 

(a hit at the Cinco de Mayo party) 

Baked sausage and egg French toast 

Ingredients 
5 cups of toasted and cubed hot dog buns! 

1 tbp Butter 

3 cups Whole milk 

6 oz Mexican chocolate (or dark chocolate with gobs of 

cinnamon and almond extract added) 

1 cup Sugar 

1/3 cup Raisins 

1 tbp Cinnamon 

Ingredients 
5 cups toasted and cubed hot dog buns! 

1 tbp Butter 

1 lb Chicken and apple sausage 

1 lb Chicken breakfast sausage 

8 Eggs 

1 cup milk 

1 cup shredded cheese 

Directions 

1. Preheat oven to 350 F. 

2. Grease the sides and bottom of baking dish with 

butter. 

3. Split hot dog buns and toast in oven until 

crunchy. Cut into crouton size pieces. 

4. In a saucepan, heat milk and add chocolate. 

Whisk until smooth. 

5. In a mixer, mix sugar, eggs, and egg yolks, and 

gradually add the milk/chocolate, raisins, and 

cinnamon. 

6. Add cubes to baking dish and pour egg/milk 

mixture over it. Let sit and then bake for 30-40 

min.  

Directions 

1. Preheat oven to 350 F. 

2. Grease the sides and bottom of baking dish with 

butter. 

3. Split hot dog buns and toast in oven until 

crunchy. Cut into crouton size pieces. 

4. Pre-cook sausages and then cut into 1” pieces. 

5. Stir milk and eggs together. 

6. Add cubes, cooked sausage, cheese, and milk/

egg mixture to baking dish. Let sit and then bake 

for 30-40 min.  



The Channel Marker Page 4 

 
 
 
 
 

 
This is a 
republished 
trip report 
submitted by 
Dave Pfost to 
Pacific 
Yachting 
Magazine. 
 
The 
screenshot of 
the magazine 
page is 
included here, 
and the next 
page includes 
the text of the 
article for 
increased 
readability. 
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This is a republished trip report submitted by Dave Pfost to Pacific Yachting Magazine. 
 
Cockpit Confessions by Dave Pfost 
Campbell River Delta Blues 
 
We have enjoyed many trips to Desolation Sound over the years from our homeport in La Conner, 
Washington. Each time we extend our itinerary a bit further, visiting all the places we have heard stories 
about or researched in our guidebooks. One of the places that had always looked interested was Painter’s 
Lodge near Campbell River. This picturesque facility looked like an ideal stopover and a great opportunity 
for a wonderful meal after a few nights of anchoring out. 
 
Like many, I am an avid user of electronic navigational aids, and with a chart plotter on my PC, I am 
always able to have an accurate view of my surroundings. I am frequently zooming in and out to get 
oriented to a new area we are travelling in. In fact I had done just that as we were approaching the 
Discovery Passage area, I zoomed way out so I could get oriented. 
 
One of the great features of my navigation software is that it shows areas to avoid by blacking them out. 
These are the “do not traverse” areas and regardless of the ties, they should not be entered. Well, when you 
zoom out to see a whole region, these black areas become very small and not very imposing. It was at this 
time that we could make out the beautiful Painter’s Lodge about half a mile away. The area in front of us 
looked open and no other boats were in the vicinity. It was about lunchtime so we decided to head to the 
dock and explore this wonderful lodge. 
 
I was particularly impressed how friendly the dock staff was. One we were about a quarter mile out they all 
started waving their arms in greeting. It occurred to me they might be telling me to slow down as I have 
seen how big wakes can funnel in on a dock and cause a commotion. So I came off plane and dropped to 
about six knots, leaving no wake. It was just about at this instant that both engines stopped which seemed 
very odd as our vessel was very reliable.  We were still a few hundred yards out from the dock, but I 
glanced as my depth sounder and it read a surprising one foot! This is a problem for a boat with a three-
foot draft. 
 
Reality quickly flooded my mind as I realized we were aground on the Campbell River delta. One piece of 
good news was (at least at this spot) the bottom was flat with very find sand. The other good news was that 
the tide was coming in. We noticed that Painter’s Lodge had launched a 15-foot whaler with a 50 
horsepower outboard to come and  greet us. I was amazed at how far this small craft had to go around 
through channels to get close to our boat. The young an was very courteous as he approached and 
informed us that the tide was rising and offered to try to pull us free. We tossed him a line and he put all he 
could into it, but our 40-foot twin diesel cruiser would not budge. 
 
Finally, after 30 minutes we were floating again and our host informed us that we should tie-up at the 
April Point dock and they would shuttle us over to the Painter’s Lodge. My wife and I thanked him for his 
help, and we probably should have repaid their kindness by staying the night, but by this point we were too 
embarrassed to set foot on the dock at the lodge so we high-tailed it to the easy-to-navigate Campbell River 
Marina. 
 
Someday we hope to head back to Painter’s Lodge and give it another shot, but in the meantime we do have 
a new respect for our charts and proper navigation. Remembering there were two kinds of boasters: those 
who have run aground and those who will. One this day we became the former.  



 

 

I would like to thank everyone who participated in 
the Opening Day ceremonies. The weather 
cooperated (except for the wind) and we had 12-14 
boats decorate and put on great parade for all the 
town of La Conner to see. I would also like to thank 
Mary Lee, Randy Ayers, Dan and Debbie Byrd, Bob 
and Cindy Davison and Craig Sjostrom who all 
helped setup, cleanup or offer support in any way. 
Neil and Kathy Brosnan help greet everyone as they 
arrived for the evening. I would also like to say a 
special thank you to Mr. Randy Ayers for providing 
us with the music for the night; he always does such 
a wonderful job playing just the right music we all 
enjoy. I now need to thank my admiral Lynn Hoeft 

for making this event a success. If I have forgotten someone who helped 
out, please forgive me. This is a wonderful club and members always pitch 
in where needed and sometimes go unnoticed. I appreciate everyone’s help!  
 
As Vice Commodore, I get the pleasure of planning next year’s event 
schedule. If you have an idea for some event you would like get on the 
calendar for next year, don’t hesitate to give me a call. Several members 
have already shown interest in a music appreciation event. We are still 
kicking this one around but have come up with some really good ideas that 
I think everyone will enjoy. 
 
Remember to put Aug 2nd on your calendars. This is the day of the cruise 
around Fidalgo Island in our tenders. This is a unevent. (Sorry Glen, I know 
you don’t like that word) this means no monies have been put aside for this 
event. This is just a bunch of guys getting in their tenders and having fun 
going around the island and stopping along the way for lunch and some 
refreshments. I came up with this idea because the ladies have a cruise, why 
can’t the men. I asked my admiral if this is something that she would enjoy 
doing and she said “Are you nuts?!” So if some of you ladies want to come 
along, you’re more than welcome. It might get a little bumpy, but we will 
exercise good judgment at all times. I will be putting out a schedule for this 
function in the July newsletter, so stay tuned. 
 
Steve Hoeft  
Vice Commodore 
Slip Away 

Vice Commodore’s Report ...  
Steve Hoeft 
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Another successful opening day has come and gone. What a great 
turnout! Vice Commodore Steve Hoeft and his lovely wife Lynn did 
a fantastic job, along with our new port captain, Bob Davisson. 
Kudos to all the captains that decorated their boats, themselves, 
and crews to participate in the parade.  It was a great turnout and 
party afterward. Next year however, I will ration the bacon for the 
bacon burgers so everyone gets some! 

As you read in the Commodore’s report, we’ve had to cancel the 
Crash n Burn event this year. This is very unfortunate because this 
event has always been a favorite of mine, as well as many of our 
members. We don’t like to cancel events, however if people don’t 
step up to host and participate, then they will fall off the calendar. 
Again, this is your club and we are always open to suggestions for 
new events. If you have an event in mind and would like to host it, 
by all means let’s get it on the calendar!  

Having said that, we still have many great events planned and our 
season has just begun! This year is shaping up to be one of the best 
ever with predictions of great boating weather, many new 
members, and new boats for existing members! So let’s all get out 
there and enjoy the things and people that make SYC such a great 
club! 

As much as we all hate doing mundane maintenance tasks, it is after all a necessary task. Many times, 
what seems to be a easy task may take a turn for the worse. Simple things like oil changes or fuel filter 
changes can become dangerous or even deadly in short order. Let’s all be careful out there and not take 
chances or do things that will earn you the not-so-coveted Jackass Award, or worse.  Be aware of your 
surroundings, capabilities, and limitations. If 
in doubt, ask a fellow member for help or 
advice. That’s what we are all here for!   

Case in point: Here is Vice Commodore 
Steve Hoeft helping with an oil change. 
Notice he always uses the correct tool for the 
job. In this case that tool happened to be an 
oar. 

Also notice the safety items in this photo: 
Bob is wearing protective gloves, and there is 
a fire extinguisher in close proximity along 
with oil absorbent pads. 

In all seriousness, Steve is a very experienced 
technician and knows what he is doing. 
Everything went well and the job was a 
success. A good example of club members 
helping each other out! 

Until next month, this is your Rear Commodore signing off. 

Randy Ayers  
Rear Commodore 
Mojito 

Rear Commodore’s Report ...  
Randy Ayers 
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What a fun way to celebrate the opening of boating season! Hope we’ll see you out 
on the water next! Credit goes to Michael Arthur and Elizabeth Sjostrom for the 

photos!  
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Winner of the Opening Day Parade: Dog Gone It 
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SYC ladies drove their boats to Fisherman’s Bay on Lopez Island to enjoy the weekend with 
friends and family. Multi-talented women showed off their docking, cooking, singing, and 
drinking skills.  
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June 21-22 @ Lopez Islander Resort 

   

 

The annual Steak Fry and Golf Tournament at the Lopez Islander Resort on beautiful Fisherman Bay, is coming up! 

Please call Kathy Casey at the Lopez Islander to make your slip reservations: 1- 800-736-3434 and make sure 

you tell her you are with the Swinomish Yacht Club. 

 

Friday, June 20th   
5:30pm. Happy hour on the dock. BYOB and potluck appys.  
 

Saturday, June 21st    
8:00am. Coffee eye-openers with breakfast goodies  
9:00am. Transportation to golf course.  
10:00am. Tee Time hosted by Bob and Cindy Davisson 

Prizes for Longest drive, closest to the pin 
*If you are planning to golf, please RSVP no later than June 1st to Bob Davisson by email mcdavis-
son@hotmail.com or call 206-898-7433  

 
If you are NOT planning to golf, you might enjoy the resort pool and hot tub or rent a bike and tour Lopez. 

The Saturday market in town is only a short walk away. 
 

5:00pm. BBQ's will be ready for dinner on the resort deck. Bring your own meat for the BBQ, plates, 
cutlery and a potluck dish to share.  

Last name A-J: Please bring a dessert  
Last name K-Z: Bring a salad or side dish 

 

SORRY, NO BYOB! 
All alcoholic beverages on the deck during dinner are to be purchased from the resort bar. 

 
Sunday, June 22nd   

8:00am. Coffee, eye-openers and breakfast goodies on the dock  
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July 12-13 @ Roche Harbor 

 

What:    Kids’ Cruise 2014 

Who:     For the young and young 
at heart 

When:   July 11-13  

Where:  Roche Harbor 

 

 

 

How:     Contact Gretchen Erga at gretchen@esci.net or (360) 303-1217 so we can let Roche Harbor know 
how many boats will attend this event. Gretchen will need: 

1. Name of boat and boat size, phone number and email address. 

2. Names and ages of kids and the number of adults attending. 

 

Please bring favorite DVDs for movie nights, tennis rackets, swimsuits, and a potluck item for Saturday 
night.   

 

Friday:  Dinner  on the dock, hosted by the Pretty W om an .   

 

Saturday:  Tennis in the m orning and games and sw im m ing after  lunch. The Pretty W om an 
will host a wine and cheese tasting before the potluck dinner.  Ice cream sundaes and movies to follow.   

 

Sunday:  Drinks, pancakes, and sausages, etc.  

 

A more detailed itinerary will be emailed as boats sign up for this year’s cruise. 

mailto:gretchen@esci.net


 The Channel Marker Page 15 

 

Aug 2 @ La Conner Pub 

 

Steve Hoeft has come up with another great idea for a dinghy cruise this summer. His idea is for the guys 

(and dolls!) to cruise around Fidalgo Island in their dinghies and to meet up with their families at the 

Shelter Bay picnic area (on the channel) after the cruise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The date is Saturday August 2nd. The plan is to meet at the La Conner Pub around 8:00 am. From there, 

we all pile into our dinghies, run through Deception Pass and meet for a “soda” at Skyline Marina in 

Anacortes. After our refreshing pit stop at Skyline we will cruise to Randy's Restaurant on Guemes Channel 

for “lunch.” Then, on to Anthony's for a “short one” and cruise on back home.  

We have reserved the Shelter Bay picnic shelter on the channel just south of the bridge, so that we can 

meet up with our loved ones around 4:00 pm and share our hair-raising stories of the adventure. Bring 

something to eat and drink and we can have a bonfire.  

If you aren't out of town on vacation, join Steve Hoeft (360-708-5390) and Glen Beam (360-708-8539) for 

a great day on the water. Hopefully it will be as much fun as last year's Goat Island cruise. 
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Trip Report: June 14-15, 2008 

This is a republished trip report from when we moved our first boat (Bayliner 2850 “Halycona”) from 

Olympia to La Conner (South Basin B dock) six years ago. I hope you enjoy it. Mary Lee. 

With fuel prices going sky high, we decided that it was better to take the gas hit once rather than every time 

we wanted to go to the San Juan Islands.  At the time of purchase, the boat was moored at Zittel's Marina 

in Olympia.  We had taken a few short cruises in the South Sound, and now we were excited to see the 

north end.  

Day 1: Saturday 

Saturday started cloudy but warm.  We couldn't complain, because it 

wasn't raining like the past few weekends. 

Our first stop was at the gas pump to top up. 

 

Next, we motor on and see the 

Tacoma Narrows and go 

underneath it for the first time. 

The underside of the new Tacoma 

Narrows bridge shows Korean 

engineering! 

Soon, we saw the highlights of 

Seattle: Alki Point, West Seattle, 

Elliot Bay, and downtown Seattle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tacoma Narrows Bridge Underside of new bridge 

Alki Point West Seattle Downtown Seattle 
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More pictures of downtown Seattle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Still cloudy but we slowed down to 

enjoy the sights and take some 

pictures. 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, the weather cleared to see the lighthouse sitting and sailboats racing in Shilshole Bay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is where we head into Kingston to stop for the night. The Kingston Marina in Apple Tree Cove was a 

beautiful, clean place next to the Kingston Ferry Terminal.  For $20, we had shore power, water, WiFi, and 

friendly neighbors. It was the perfect way to enjoy the cloudless sunset. 

Sports stadiums Modern day dinosaurs Seattle trade center 

Edgewater Hotel Olympic Sculpture Park 

Lighthouse at Shilshole Bay Sailboats in Shilshole Bay Racing sailboat 
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Day 2: Sunday 

Sunday was beautifully sunny and the waters were still. (Note: Halycona 

was named after a mythological Greek sea nymph, and we were also 

thinking of tranquil waters. It was quite the happy coincidence when 

we later bought M/V Still Waters.) In addition, there was a striated 

pattern that was reminiscent of muscle. 

The scenery was incredibly beautiful 

with trees clinging to steep cliffs. It  

certainly shows the tenacity and  

persistence of life. 

 

 

 

 

This Tug in Skagit Bay created waves 

and wakes.  No one tried to pass 

except for us.  :) Actually, all of Skagit 

Bay was littered with crab pots, which 

made it difficult to pass. Then, I saw 

my very first crab boat! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Randy is very excited to see Hole in 

the Wall and then Rainbow Bridge. At last, Halycona arrived at her new 

home in La Conner to start the next adventure. (Note: At last check, this boat was at Lake Chelan.) 

Still, striated waters 

Island bluff 

Tug in Skagit Bay 

A real crab boat! 

Hole in the wall 

Rainbow Bridge 

Halcyona on “B” dock 



P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swi nomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

 
Phil Fusselman 

Ship’s Store Manager 

 

206-406-3200 

 

 

You can now pay on-line 

using PayPal! 

CHECK OUT SHIP'S STORE 

New Spring fashions will be demonstrated 

Special prices on discontinued items 

Update your summer boating attire at reasonable prices 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 
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