
Channel Marker 

 

Commodore’s Log ...  
Bob Davisson 

Swinomish  Yach t  C lub   

February 2017 

Inside this issue  

Commodore’s Log 1 

2016 Event Calendar 2 

Vice Commodore’s Report 3 

Rear Commodore’s Report 4 

Boats, Bars, and Baseball 5 

Christmas Boat Parade 6 

Blakely Cookout 7 

Commodore’s Ball 8 

Welcome to SYC 2017 everyone!  2016 flew by with 

lots of fun and unbelievable events throughout the 

year.  Lots of new members joined and are already 

putting their creative talents to work in hosting events 

for this year.  It is always fun to see additional person-

alities blend into the mix of what we already have 

within SYC.   

December always begins with the decorating party at the clubhouse.  It can 

sometimes be hard to name all of Santa’s helpers on a busy day like that, but 

special mention goes to Glen and Linda Beam for all the creativity and effort 

that they put into spiffing up the clubhouse for the holidays.  It was very fes-

tive for the entire season. 

We had a spectacular Whoville Boat Parade hosted by Jeff and Shaunna 

Marrs.  I believe that there were 16 boats showing off their lights in the pa-

rade and lots of people came to the after party for snacks and fellowship 

along with getting their photo taken with the real Santa.  Shaunna and Jeff 

set up a Photo Op Spot and had all kinds of special Whoville themed drinks 

and snacks for us all to enjoy—it really set the bar high for next year. There 

was a lot of fun had by all and it seemed like all Whoville turned out for the 

evening.  The town of La Conner and all the inhabitants REALLY enjoyed the 

Parade this year.  All of the waterfront restaurants were full and the board-

walk seemed to be packed. 

I can’t remember having a breakfast birthday party before, but the day after 

the Boat Parade was my birthday and my lovely and fun wife is always up for 

a party--so we had a birthday party the morning after the Boat Parade.  Guy 

and Aileen Cruise along with Jamie Shaughnessy helped Cindy Davisson put 

on quite the spread for all the Whoville-ites that could roll themselves out of 

bed for a bite to eat.  That really made the weekend special for me and I want 

to thank you all for the great birthday wishes.  
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 Events 

Jan 14-11 Winter Bonfire and Cookout 

Jan 21 Commodores’ Ball 

Feb 25 Family Fun Night 

Mar 4 New membership breakfast 

Mar 4 Spring General Membership  

Mar 24-26 Bowling Extravaganza 

Apr 8-9 Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown 

Apr 22 Music Appreciation Night 

May 6 Opening Day 

May 20-21 Ladies Cruise 

Jun 16-18 Steak Fry & Golf Tournament 

Jul 8-9 Family Cruise & Movie Night 

Jul 14-16 Wine and Stein & Ship Wreck Days 

Jul 28-30 Crabfest 

Aug 11-13 Sucia Campout 

Sep 9 Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ 

Sep 23-24 Oyster Run 

Oct 21 Oktoberfest 

Nov 4 Fall General Membership 

Dec 2 Christmas Decorating Party 

Dec 2 Reindeer Romp 

Dec 9 Christmas Boat Parade 



 

 

 Moving into the 2017 event schedule we have a need for a few event hosts.  

Here is the list of when they are scheduled to happen and where they are to be 

held.  If you would like to try your hand at hosting an event reach out to me and 

we will provide you with the information that you will need to host.  Once 

you’ve done one you will know how much fun it is to host and help the hosts in 

putting on events.  Here is what we have open right now: 

 
 

You can reach me at mcdavisson@hotmail.com.  Join in and help us all en-

joy the events of 2017!  We still want you to come out and have fun with us even 
if you don’t feel like you can host an event—it is always more fun when we get 
together as group and you never know what is going to happen until you’re 

there.  We’ll see you soon! 

Bob Davisson 
Commodore 

Happy Day 
 

 

 

2017 Event Schedule Date Location 

Spring Membership Meeting March 4 Clubhouse 

Music Appreciation Night April 22 Clubhouse 

Family Cruise July 8-9 Roche Harbor 

Sucia Campout August 11-13 Sucia Island 

Oktoberfest October 21 Clubhouse 

Fall General Membership Meeting November 4 Clubhouse 
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Where did 2016 go?  It seems like only yesterday I was writing my 

first article for the newsletter thinking to myself only 36 of these to 

go…  Last year the club experienced a lot of growth and changes.  It is 

exciting to see how our club continues to grow and evolve around our 

membership.  I am very fortunate to be a small part of this club and 

to sit on the board with such great people who all share the same 

vision of seeing the club sustain for years to come as others have 

done before us.   

 

2017 Events 

My focus this year will be to emphasize on our upcoming events that are planned throughout the year.  

We are so fortunate to have an active schedule with lots of great events and destinations to travel to.  Our 

events are one of many reasons why our club is so great to be a part of.   

As you are reading this article our commodore’s ball is in the rear view mirror.  For me this time is the 

official kick off to the New Year for our club as we celebrate the changing of the watch for our board 

officers and most importantly celebrate our incoming commodore for the year.   

Following the commodores ball, our next event will be Family Fun Night on February 25th at the 

clubhouse.  This event is designed to bring families, kids, and kids at heart together for a night of fun at 

the clubhouse.  Bring your tents, sleeping bags, and games to the clubhouse and enjoy a camp out at the 

clubhouse.  We build a fire, make food, desserts, have activities for the kids, and watch movies.  This is a 

great opportunity to come together for a non-typical type of yacht club outing.  Make sure to mark your 

calendars to attend this event.  Our hosts will be sending out details in the days to come.   

Speaking of hosts, our events happen because someone steps up to take on the job as a host.  Speaking 

from experience it is a lot of fun to host an event.  If you are new to the club or maybe you have been in 

the club for a while and have often wondered what it would be like to host an event, contact one of your 

board members or myself to get the details and we will help you along the way to ensure you have fun.    

I am excited for 2017 and see what it brings for our club and members.  I am honored to be your vice-
commodore for this great club. 

 
Jeff Marrs 
Rear Commodore 
Catawba 
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I want to wish everybody a Happy New Year!!  I know there was a big group out at 

Lopez bringing in the New Year, braving the high wind weekend. We only got as far 

as Cap Sante with four other boats. We had fun with the kids bowling, poke’mon and 

treating ourselves to dinner at Anthony’s. We had challenges watching the Dawgs in 

their national playoff game keeping the rain/snow off the satellite dome and finally 

putting it on the dock to hold still for a good signal. This only helped the signal not 

the Dawgs. Then everybody dancing on the dock at midnight in the freezing cold and 

quickly heading back in to warm up, good times with good friends, is what 

boating is all about.  

We have several new members on the board this year and we are looking forward to a great year. Right 

now the clubhouse is being decorated for, the Commodores Ball, the changing of the guard. As the rear 

commodore I am hosting the clubhouse clean up which will be here before we know it. I have put a new 

refrigerator in to replace the broken one and while I was doing this I came up with a few ideas to spruce 

the place up which we will talk about during the clean up. After the clean up, we will all be jumping in 

our boats for the shakedown cruise to Cornet Bay. 

Can’t wait to get out on the water!! 

Mike Sisk 

Rear Commodore 

Wanderlust 

 

 

February 25th @ the Clubhouse 
We have Family Fun Night coming up here this month at the clubhouse. If you don’t like to pitch a tent 

in the cold come pitch it inside the clubhouse. Bring your PJ’s or comfy clothes as we hang out by the 

fire. If you have a land yacht we have spots for those also. We 

will have games and a projector for movies, so if you have a 

favorite game or movie bring it. We will have the clubhouse 

open about 2pm. for  whenever anybody wants to show up to 

get a tent spot. Linda, I have a tent just your size … 

remember? 

 

The plan is to make homemade pizza’s Saturday night and we 

will have breakfast the next morning. Please RSVP to Mike 

Sisk at sisk_mike@hotmail.com so we have an idea on how 

much food to plan for.  

Rear Commodore’s Report ...  
Mike Sisk 
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Downriggers, Friday Harbor 
 
Yes, it’s now open again. What has it been? Four years since it burned 
down? 
 
Well, it is totally hop. It is large and airy, with open spaces and high 
wooden ceilings with exposed beams. Beautiful! 
 
The bar is around the side at the back, but you still have a view of the 
arriving ferries. There is a spectacular 12-foot gas fireplace across the top of the bar. The bartenders are 
friendly, although a little stressed — they always are. 
 
The problem here is there was no TV and no baseball; can you believe that? They said there might be one 
coming. I have to give them a break, as they just opened. 
 
Therefore, I can only give downriggers 3 1/2 dinghies out of 5. I gave the Doe Bay Resort 4 dinghies 
because there was no baseball, but they had those wonderful hot tubs; Downriggers doesn’t have hot 
tubs, so only 3 1/2 dinghies — sorry.! But hot tubs in the woods trumps … well, just about everything. 
 
You might really like it. Give it a try. They might get that TV and the Mariners.  
 

 
 

Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...  
Glen Beam 

Page 5 The Channel Marker 



 

 

 

The Channel Marker Page 6 



 

 

9am. March 4th @ the Clubhouse 

Join us Saturday March 4th at 9am at the clubhouse for a new member welcoming 

breakfast.  Everyone is invited to come welcome our new members to our yacht club 

and enjoy a pancake breakfast.  Everything is being provided for breakfast so bring 

your appetites.  Help us show new members why our yacht club is the best around! 

This year it will be hosted by the SYC Board so you can contact any one of the officers 

for  more information: Bob Davisson at mcdavisson@hotmail.com, Jeff Marrs at jeff1721@gmail.com  or 

Mike Sisk at sisk_mike@hotmail.com 

 

5pm. March 4th @ the Clubhouse 
 

Then later that same evening, join us back at the clubhouse at 5pm. for the Spring Membership Meeting. We 

will start with a social hour at 5pm. and dinner and the meeting following not long after.  

 

This is where you will get to meet your 2017 officers, board of directors and to hear about Commodore Bob’s  

vision for 2017 to enhance our club.  

 

Keep a watch on your email as Commodore Bob will have more information coming soon about the night’s 

theme and activities, the meeting agenda and for more details on the “mystery” 

dinner. The social hour will be BYOB.  

 

Mark your calendars and plan to join us 

for a great night of information.  
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March 25th @ Friday Harbor 
March is almost upon us and what do we do in March?! We BOWL!!! Peter and B  on board Two Nuts will be 

hosting us in Friday Harbor.   Please contact The Port of Friday Harbor at 360-378-2688 for your moorage 

reservations and let them know that you are with the Swinomish Yacht Club. Peter has requested the linear 

dock out by the ferry landing so that we can all be closer together. It worked out great last year!   Please RSVP 

with Peter & B at bontoonuts@gmail.com 

 Friday 

5pm.—Potluck Happy Hour … bring an appy. to share 

Saturday 

9-ish— Continental breakfast and eye-openers on the dock 

11:00am.—12:30pm. Bowling at Paradise Lanes; Costs: $4.25 per adult, seniors $3.75, ball included and 

shoes are $3.00.  Wine and beer if you choose.     

12:30pm.—2:oopm. Lunch and Awards Ceremony at the newly rebuilt Outrigger Restaurant 

After lunch on the dock: Blender-mania; a variety of blender drinks 

If you’re still standing dinner is on your own. 

Sunday 

9am. Continental Breakfast & Eye-openers on the dock 

Noon—check out 

Contact Info: “B”  425 260 2785 Cell Phone/Text bontoonuts@gmail.com Peter 425 260 9343  Cell Phone/
Text priesselman@hytechpower.com 

April 8th @ Clubhouse & Coronet Bay 
 

It is spring cleaning time again and time to spiff up the clubhouse for Opening Day festivities. Mike Sisk will 

be looking for volunteers who are ready to roll up their sleeves and don the gloves for some deep down clean-

ing. We will have more details from Mike in the March newsletter on specific tasks that need to be done and 

any equipment that will be needed … pressure washers, etc.  

This is actually a really fun event because we only spend half of Saturday cleaning and the more volunteers 

we get the faster we get it done! We start around 8-9am. with coffee and muffins and then work until noon or 

1pm. Then we all fire up the engines for the short cruise to Coronet Bay (just east of the Deception Pass 

bridge) for a potluck appetizer Happy Hour, a bon fire and music if any of our musically inclined members 

should be joining us.  

Please let Mike know if you are willing and able to lend a hand at sisk_mike@hotmail.com. We are looking 

forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

The Channel Marker Page 8 

mailto:bontoonuts@gmail.com
mailto:priesselman@hyteckpower.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi8n5z68IDSAhXEupQKHSbZA2wQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartfest.com%2Fcategories%2Fview%2Fddcca51a4741c61fb6cbf3f0a320723c2bdef54f%2Fclipart-for-bowling.html&bvm=b
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj5q976jYHSAhUHkpQKHZUwBr8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dfiles.me%2Flife-ring-clipart.html&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNF7iCO0aFc0sbMj791m7070opHoBQ&ust=1486664


 

 

 

 

The Channel Marker Page 9 

Generally, Dan Irish hosts the part on New year’s but he was down for the count because of surgery. 

Somehow, however, 34 yacht clulb members got together at the Lopez Islander Resort for the celebra-

tion. 

They came by boat, ferry and plane. There was live music by the house band, and Gary Baugh, Gail 

Kortum and Glen Beam played too. 

The Huskies lost and the Seahawks won. It was pretty windy out so it took several days to get home for 

those in boats. 

Happy New Year 

Glen Beam 

Twice-The-Beam 
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Be sure to check out the gallery on the 

website for more pictures of all our events 

to date!  

www.swinomishyachtclub.org/pictures 

 



P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swinomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

 
Shaunna Marrs 

Ship’s Store Manager 

 

 

 

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here! 

http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp 

 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 
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