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Bob Davisson

Wow, time is flying by! The first quarter will be over
by the time that you get a chance to read this and already we’re having a ton of fun. Earlier in March we
had the New Member’s Breakfast where many mouths
were fed with fruit, pancakes and sausages. There was
even coffee and juice for those that wanted it. That
was followed by the Spring General Membership
meeting where everyone there was treated to the food
of baseball’s Spring Training games—hot dogs with all the fixins’ and tater
tots as the designated hitter. It was good to see that a full two gallons of methane free chili was consumed by members along with almost all of the sauerkraut. Surely the weather had a lot to do with that, but it seemed that most
everyone enjoyed the meal.
What was most fun for me was to see how well the board took to addressing
the membership. Who knew that Phil Fusselman had a standup comedy act?
And the new Port Captain, Mitch Ruth, seemed to have more fun than the
rest of us in his presentation—you’d think that he was a politician or something. Thank you to everyone that presented and participated. Thank you to
Dan Irish for getting off the plane at SeaTac and dressing up to make it just
in time for the meeting. A special thanks to Cindy Davisson and the crew
that jumped in to help her out with the planning of both events and the
meals.
That’s not all of the fun that we had in March, however. You’ve heard the old
adage, “March, in like a lion, out like a lamb”? Well, we have experienced the
odd March this year in that it came in like a lion and is going out kicking and
screaming like a lion as well. The 2017 Bowling Extravaganza was affected
by it so much that there were several that made it over by ferry. This event
has created quite a following over the years and Peter and B Riesselman
helped to add to that with their effort as the hosts this year.
There were more than 40 bowlers this year and 15 boats. The number of
boats was reduced by the secondary group that was sidetracked by the Oyster
Slurp that was going on at Anthony’s in Anacortes. We heard about the engine trouble that the Kortum’s experienced, but the rest of the folks that were
there (and there are photos showing who you are) must have had too many
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Commodore’s Log ... Cont.
Bob Davisson
Continued from page 1

oysters that kept them from coming out to Friday Harbor for a great day of bowling, eating, and the now famous “Blenderama” portion of the event on the dock.
Who knew that slurpees could taste so good?
With this being the first big hosted event of the year out on the water, you can
count on the hosts pulling out all the creative stops to top the year before. I believe
that everyone had a blast in Friday Harbor over the weekend and I know that B
and Peter were happy that it was such a success. Some of the big winners were
Jeanne Saether with the most gutter balls, Cryss. Toycen with the highest female
score, and of course, Glen Beam with the highest male score—that is unless you
happen to ask Steve Stinson. But then possession of the trophy may tell the true
story and the Beam family was so proud to have that addition for their trophy
Glen & Linda Beam
room.
All of this just to remind you that you never know what you’re going to miss if you don’t make it out to the
events this year. Take some time to review the calendar and make sure that you are able to come play
with us either out on the water or at the clubhouse—we really have a fun loving family—even if you get
sidetracked by oysters in Anacortes.
Bob Davisson
Commodore
Happy Day

Newsletter Input & Ideas

… Cryss. Toycen

I hope you are enjoying the newsletter. Yes, it’s been a while since I’ve had my hand in the goings on of
the club and it’s good to be back to it. I do have a favor to ask, however. I would like input from you, the
members as I am only one perspective. I invite you to send me your pictures, articles, recipes, funny stories, boating news that you think would be of interest, places you have been. In this issue you will see a
couple of submissions from the membership. Glen Beam will be keeping us informed of the best watering
holes our area has to offer for taking in the upcoming Mariner’s season. Steve Hoeft, our club’s expert on
all things relating to marine maintenance, has an informative article to help us prepare for the coming
boating season.
I am also looking for your feedback. Please let me know what is useful to you, what could be better. The
newsletter is the voice of the membership and sometimes, quite frankly, I would appreciate your help in
putting this thing together.
If you have an idea, some pictures or good anchoring tips (‘cuz yours didn’t …) please drop me at note at
cryss.toycen@yahoo.com

The Channel Marker

Page 3

Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...
Glen Beam

Farmstrong Brewery—Mount Vernon, WA
The Mariners are back, and there’s another great bar at which to watch them.
Farmstrong Brewery is right on the Skagit River, just upriver from Mount Vernon. It is in the old Sears repair
building, almost under the I-5 bridge—you know, where the troll lives. It has a tone of huge flat screen TVs,
and the Mariners are always on.
Farmstrong is a new brewery that sports beer made right there. It also has a huge outdoor eating area that is
serviced by a food truck parked in the middle of the area.
Farmstrong is part of a nin-brewery tour, all in Skagit County. See http://skagitfarmtopint.com/ You can
reach five of them by dinghy. They are the Anacortes Brewery at Fish Tails, LaConner Brewery, the Skagit
River Brewery, by the railroad tracks in Mount Vernon, North Sound Brewery in West Mount Vernon and
Farmstrong. A great adventure may be the Birdsview Brewery in Concrete, a short walk from the river—
sounds exciting. Let do that.
I give Farmstrong my highest rating of 5 out of 5 dinghies. Great beer. Great food. Great baseball. Go
Mariners!
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Jeff Marrs

Finally it’s starting to look more like boating season. In my last article I said that we were past
winter and on to spring… I was wrong. March
was one interesting month of wind, snow and a
heck of a lot of rain. This is definitely not my favorite time of year in the northwest. If I had to
look for the silver lining it would be that I know
better days are ahead. And as spring officially
rolls in as well as the tulip festival, it is about that time to get back on the water
for boating season.
What is boating season? Well officially around here it is from May through September when the weather is at its best and the days are longer. For some of us
boating does not have a season because regardless of what the weather in the
northwest throws at you, we still cast our lines and head out.
Opening day officially kicks off boating season and we like to celebrate this day
every year at the club. This year opening day will be on Saturday May 6th. We
will start the day off by having our annual opening day ceremonies at the clubhouse followed by a parade. The theme this year will be Pirates of the Caribbean. Decorate your boats and crew to give the town folks a great on the water
show. We will be parading our boats down the channel through town to Shelter
Bay and back. Following the parade please plan to join us for dinner at the
clubhouse as we continue to celebrate this fun time of year.
Regardless of what your plans are this year, if you are going north or south, or
staying close to home, join us as we celebrate our club and wish you well on
your summer journeys. Details will be coming out via email in the coming
weeks on the festivities for the day. I hope to see you there.

Jeff Marrs
Rear Commodore
Catawba
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Mike Sisk

Well Spring is finally upon us as the weather is slowly improving, which means time to
get all that green stuff off our boats from the winter. Most marinas were a little slow
getting the water turned back on this year to make it possible to clean. As we have our
first on the water event coming up as I am writing this, hope to see everybody on the
water. Should be a good time bowling in Friday Harbor. The new Downriggers
restaurant should be open for business. I was there the night it burned down. Glad to
see they rebuilt it, as I can remember going there when I was young.
I can remember going to Friday Harbor as a kid with my Grandpa and Grandma on their boat, which was
a 45’ trawler that my Grandpa built from the hull up. The name of his boat was the “Wanderlust” and yes
that is where I got the name of my boat. My Grandpa had to give up boating about 8 years ago due to his
age and getting on and off the boat. He built many boats in his life time, even a boat on the top story of
an apartment building. Quite the story about how they got the boat down to the street and during a street
fair even, which made the paper. My Grandpa hired a piano moving company that ran ropes through the
room and out the window to the floor above my Grandpa’s and to the building across the street using a
pulley system to lift the boat and slide it out over the street and down. This was the third company as the
first two thought my Grandpa was crazy for building a boat this heavy and high up. He did all this over in
Holland. He has many stories to tell and they are fun to listen to. The family was really, surprised when
he sold the “Wanderlust”, which is up in Alaska as a tour boat last we heard. I used to come up from
Oregon during the summers to my grandparents in Shelter Bay. Theirs was the grey house with a dock
just at the end of D dock. I never thought I would have my own yacht much less in Shelter Bay. I feel
pretty fortunate. I had a lot of good memories during those summers and want to provide good
memories for my family as well.
Talking about spring, as you read this we will have completed the spring cleaning of our clubhouse and it
will be all freshened up for the coming boating season. I have gotten a good response on people
volunteering and bringing tools. It should be a fun day even though it is work. It will be rewarding to see
our clubhouse sparkling and ready for opening day.

Mike Sisk
Rear Commodore
Wanderlust
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Saturday, May 6th
SYC Clubhouse
Yo ho ho and a bottle of rum … this year’s opening day theme is Pirates of the Caribbean. Break out your inner pirate and practice your hearty, AAARRRGGGGHHHH to kick
off the 2017 boating season. This year’s hosts are
Jeff and Shaunna Marrs and they are working on
plans for a great day. Keep an eye on your email for
the last minute details such as times for the Opening Day ceremony, Blessing of the Fleet, Parade
Registration, Captain’s meeting and Parade. That
message will also include dinner details.
So gather up your pirate garb to decorate your boat
and yourself and get ready to show LaConner how
SYC kicks off its boating season!

Dead men tell no tales...
As we kick of another season of boating, it’s a good time to remember
safety and what fire can do on a boat. We all remember the Shelter Bay
Marina fire on February 21, 2014. Fire destroyed seven boats and damaged at least eight others.
BoatUS Foundation staged an experiment, Boat Burn, to replicate an electrical fire, and engine room fire
and a galley fire. The lessons learned from this experiment: things get bad very quickly. In each fire, you’d
have three or four minutes – to make a VHF radio mayday call, locate and use extinguishers, don life jackets, and prepare to abandon ship – before likely being forced overboard.
Check out this link for videos of the tests and important safety tips from our friends at BoatUS.
http://www.boatus.org/findings/55/
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April
8-9th

Clubhouse Clean-up & Shakedown Cruise
22nd Music Appreciation Night

May
6th

Opening Day Ceremony & Boat Parade
20-21st Ladies’ Cruise

June
16-18th

Steak Fry & Golf Tournament

July
8-9th Family Cruise & Movie Night
14-15th Wine & Stein & Shipwreck Days
28-29th Crabfest
Mark your calendars to join us and keep an eye on future newsletters and the website for more information
on these other upcoming events. We have a great schedule for 2017!
Go to www.swinomishyachtclub.org and click on the Events for more information. If you need help accessing the member’s only information on the website, please contact Felicia Lowe at pflowe@frontier.com

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257
Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen

Shaunna Marrs
Ship’s Store Manager

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

