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Bob Davisson

Hello everyone and welcome to May!
Clubhouse Clean-up
It was a rainy, blustery Saturday morning in April
when throngs of the hearty SYC members came together to perform the Clubhouse Cleanup. Okay, maybe it wasn’t throngs, but it was more than eight and
less than 50 that came together for a great time of
talking, cleaning, discovering, and making new friends—and then there was
the eating part, for us there is always the eating part.
Being outside wasn’t quite as much fun as it had been in other years, but the
heartiest of the hearty spent time power washing, cleaning the roof, and
straightening up the yard. Others, not that they weren’t hearty, remained
inside and cleaned out the closet, the chair storage, the ovens and then the
signature job of this year’s Rear Commodore Mike Sisk—cleaning the grout
on the galley floor. Next time you see him mention how much better the
floors look in there. Who knew that the grout wasn’t supposed to be black?
Then after he worked our fingers to the bone it was time to rest—and eat!!
Many of the crew had mentioned ahead of time that they would like to simply
stay on the guest dock and have a get together at the clubhouse after performing all of the manual labor, so that is what we did. Darren Hoy brought
a bunch of burgers in and we had a great christening of the new barbeque
right there at the clubhouse. It really was a great time to spend together with
this year’s crew. You need to plan on being there next year. Who knows how
it will end up or what the signature cleaning job will be of next year’s Rear
Commodore.
Nominating Committee
Just so that you all know, the positions of the SYC Nominating Committee
for 2017 have been filled. If you have someone that you would like to see
submitted for the next Rear Commodore you may reach out to the following:
Linda Beam

Steve & Lynn Hoeft

Bill & Gail Kortum

Bob Davisson

Jeff Marrs

Mike Sisk
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Commodore’s Log ... Cont.
Bob Davisson
Continued from page 1

We are also looking for a new Advertising Director at this time along with Boating Family of the Year. If
you don’t happen to see us at one of the events, then please use the email located in the directory.
Speaking of the Directory, the new directories are here and will be distributed at Opening Day. If you
can’t come to Opening Day we will figure out another way to get it to you.
Michael Arthur did a fantastic job of putting it together again this year. It isn’t easy to track everyone
down to get it completed but with patience and persistence he got it all complete. Thanks Michael!!!
Bob Davisson
Commodore
Happy Day

Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...
Glen Beam

The LaConner Pub & Eatery is my favorite spot to watch the Mariners. It is right on the
waterfront in the middle of LaConner. The town dock is right out front on which to tie up
your boat--dinghies are free on the inside of the dock. It sports large windows, so you can
watch the boats go by. The Mariners and Root Sports are the default sport network--they
are always on.
They have 10 beers on tap, like Rainier for $3, and some fancier ones, like...I can't remember. And the food! Come
on, it's the best! The fish and chips are to die for, as are the deep-fried prawns. Moreover, the food is a great value.
It's hard to go in there and spend more than $50.
The place is family owned by two local sisters. Their dad used to own it; it's even better now. The place has a nice
Northwest feel, with a rough cedar-board interior, a jukebox and pull tabs. The staff is friendly, especially the new
lunch-time host extraordinaire, Glen Beam. This raving review has nothing to do with the fact that I work there.
Bring your boat, tie up, and I'll get you a
good table, where you can watch the
Ms...win!
5 out 5 dinghy rating.
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Saturday, May 6th @ SYC Clubhouse
Hosts: Jeff & Shaunna Marrs

Yo ho ho and a bottle of rum … this year’s opening day theme is Pirates of the Caribbean. Break out your inner pirate and practice your hearty, AAARRRGGGGHHHH to kick
off the 2017 boating season.

Saturday morning Boat Decorating
10:30am – Parade Registration
11:30am – Captain’s Safety Meeting
(your attendance is required to participate in the parade)

1:00pm – Opening Day Ceremonies
2:00pm – Blessing of the Fleet
3:00pm – Staging in the North Basin for the Parade.
3:10pm – Parade Begins
5:30pm – Bar-B-Que Picnic
(A-K Bring Dessert; L-Z Bring Salads)
Parade Awards and more fun!!
Gather up your best pirate garb to decorate your boat and yourself and get ready to
show LaConner how SYC kicks off its boating season!

Dead men tell no tales...
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
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Jeff Marrs

This month we are going to be addressing
different days that are coming up. First of all,
we are going to have Opening Day on May 6,
2017. It is the official opening day of our
boating season, kind of like opening day for
baseball. Up until now all the boating that
we’ve done has been pre-season boating—
hope you’re winning!
Later on in the month we will get to experience Memorial Day. I know
that it’s not on the Events Calendar but most everyone gets a group of
friends together and heads out to their spots to enjoy that weekend on
the water. Make sure that you either are part of a group or have got a
group of folks together for that special rendezvous.
Skipping ahead a couple of events, I want to be sure that you have Shipwreck Days/Wine and Stein event on your calendar. The Shipwreck Days
part is what we are all planning ahead for. It has become one of our largest fundraisers of the year and we need your help. First of all we need
donated items to sell at the booth, and then we will need bodies to work
the booth on that day. You will be seeing more about that in the near future as well, but we wanted to be sure to let you know that if you can save
those treasures that you have at home or work that we can sell on that
one day sale in July that would be helpful. We will be providing information about where we will be storing all of those treasures along with
the details of how you can help on that day as well. The day starts early
and is just about more fun than any human can bear.
The last day of this little soliloquy will occur sometime between Opening
Day and Memorial Day (hopefully). There is going to be a day that will
become the birthday of the newest member of the SYC family and our
family, too. So I just wanted to let you all know that if for some reason
we don’t see you on the water or hanging at the clubhouse that we
(mainly Shaunna) will likely be recovering from the birthing process.
One way or another we will see you out there soon!

Jeff Marrs
Rear Commodore
Catawba
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Mike Sisk

The tulips are in bloom, the grass is growing and the weather is
getting better slowly. I know we should be thankful for all the
rain to have such a green state but it is hard when we have had
a record setting six months of rain. Opening Day is here and I
can’t wait to see the creative pirate come out in all of you.
The clubhouse is ready for opening day ceremonies and not
without a lot of help. I want to thank everybody that got up
early to volunteer their time for the Spring Clubhouse Clean-up. This is a tough
event that is hard work. We had a great crew turn out to help. It just showed the
pride that we take in caring for our clubhouse. We managed to clean up the
grounds outside and tidied the wood pile area by staining a few boards. The
storage rooms were cleaned and organized; and after an inventory, we discovered
that we have plenty of alcohol and pop. So event hosts, please use what we have
before we buy more; just ask any board member to get you in.
The kitchen was the focal point of the clean up. Everything was taken out of the
cupboards, the shelves were wiped down and the cabinets labeled. Then came the
scrubbing of the floor grout. We started out with attachments I made for the
cordless drills which didn’t work as well as I anticipated so we then rented a floor
buffer; it didn’t get the grout cleaned either. Finally, with good old muscle,
brushes and about eight people on their knees scrubbing, we knocked it out very
quickly. Sunday, I came back and applied two coats of sealer to help keep the floor
clean. I want to THANK EVERYBODY that helped out. Everybody worked hard
and we had an awesome crew this year.
Mike Sisk
Rear Commodore
Wanderlust
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2017 Steak Fry & Golf Tournament
June 16th-18th @ Lopez Islander Resort
Please RSVP and let us know if you will be attending and if you will be
golfing to: seascript@hotmail.com. Remember to make moorage reservations with Lopez Islander by calling 360-468-2233 … see you there!
Friday 3:00pm.
8:00pm.
Saturday 7:30-9:30am.

BYOB and Appetizer on the dock
Music and Drinks in the bar and boats

Tides:
Low 3:08 pm.
.5
High 10:50pm. 7.1

Breakfast and eye-openers on the dock
(provided)

9:3oam.

Golfers catch a ride in the Islander Resort van to the golf course

10:30
To
mid afternoon?

Golf Tournament, Lopez Island Golf
Club (drinks available)

Tides:
Low 6:11am. 3.6
High 9:34am. 3.9
Low
1.4

Van back to the Islander
5pm.

Steak Fry, Islander Club House
Bring your own steak, plate, utensils
Bas BBQ’s will be provided
(Drinks must be purchased at the
bar)
Please bring a side dish/dessert to
share:
A-H: sides/salads
L-Z: desserts

6pm.

Tournament awards, auction and raffle

8pm.

Music and drinks in the bar and boats

Sunday 7:30am.
To
Noon

Breakfast and eye-openers on the dock
(provided)
Depart Docks by Noon
Hosts: Barb & Darrin Hoy

Tides:
Low 6:32am. 2.5
High 11:18am. 3.8
Low 4:43pm. 1.4

The Channel Marker

Page 8

Matthew Walton, Shannon Clough and Gracie (11) have been
boating and fishing all over the Puget Sound and the Columbia
River. Lately, they have been spending quite a bit of time in LaConner with their friends, Brent & Gretchen Malone, Fish Tales.
Since then they have made some new yacht club friends with
Steve and Cheryl Stinson, Sea Nile and Dan & Becky Irish, Knot
Irish and decided that now would be a great time to join.
Keep and eye out for them and let’s give them a hearty SYC welcome … AAARRRRGGGGHHHH!!!
Boat Name:
Make/Model:
Home Port:

Live Wire
1993 Olympic—24’
Fife, WA

Barnacle Busting Tip …

by Bill Kortum

Here’s a video of Bill’s barnacle busting method to flush the raw water side of the cooling system on
his engines. He used a 400 gal./hr. bilge pump to circulate the solution at a 4:1 dilution for 1 hr. The
results are amazing. After inspection of the heat exchanger, he found the inside to be as clean as
when he had it professionally done by a radiator shop.
Bill is making the pump and plumbing available to anyone who wants to try it. If you would like to
give it a go or if you have questions, contact Bill at: beamnwater@aol.com.
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipNRm4faW3ZTCt-_3QQLd49X1kWR4aIz2NQ_wJa7wMCH8f29XFsk1igU9bI_ztE3g?
key=MXZ2c3RuRE1pSFZZdDloWU5hWERZenBKN2RqcGd3
(to access the video copy the link into your browser)
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July 14-16 @ Cap Sante Marina
Hosted by Jeff & Jeanne Saether, Frank & Teresa Campbell, Joshua & Jody Ellingson
& Pep & Felicia Lowe

Thirty-six years ago, the commercial fishermen in Anacortes, WA sold their used gear as yard art on Commercial Ave. "Shipwreck" has evolved into a massive community garage sale including flea market and antique vendors. SYC has turned this event into one of its best fund raisers for the year. Clean out the garage, closets, and drawers and donate those unwanted/unused treasures to the club to sell at
this event. We are also looking for volunteers to help at the booth during the day. More information will be coming on where we will be storing all of those treasures along with the details of how you can
help on that day as well.
Following a long day of treasure hunting up in town, we will be treated to an “Italian-themed” potluck dinner. Please bring a main dish or dessert … soup, salad & bread will be provided. The dinner will be followed
by our ever popular decorated wine/beer auction. Find your favorite bottle of grapes or hops and decorate
accordingly. This is another great fund raiser for our club and helps us put on these amazing events.
Please email your RSVP to teammechanical@aol.com no later than June 23rd.

August 11– 13th @ Deer Harbor
Hosted by: Steve & Cheryl Stinson

Mark your calendars to join us and keep an eye on future newsletters and
the website for more information on these other upcoming events. We
have a great schedule for 2017!

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257
Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen

Shaunna Marrs
Ship’s Store Manager

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

