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Bob Davisson

Hello SYC’ers!
The Steak Fry and Golf event was the first event that
many of us ever attended as members of our club and
continues to be one of the most fun and exciting every
year. I believe that this is due to the variety and new
ideas provided by the different hosts every year, and
2017 is no different.
Thanks to Darrin and Barb Hoy, 29 boats and their inhabitants enjoyed a
really great time on Lopez Island at the Islander Resort a couple of weeks
ago. The golf portion of the event saw the Cart Girls, Mary Pfost and Kim
Streit, generate more than $600 in tipsy—I mean tips for the club. Based on
that information and their friendly personalities, they could start a new business with the potential of generating more than $200,000 a year. For sure
their efforts were not only well received but very much appreciated by the
SYC.
The Steak Fry portion of the event was equally awesome with all of the food
and fun, too. There was not only plenty of food to go around, but the variety
and quality was tremendous. I can’t think of a single person that walked
away from that meal hungry. Then, as we all gathered together inside the
sunroom for the annual auction, we had some announcements, birthday celebrations, golf recognitions, and finally the auction/raffle. There was plenty
of laughter and fun had by all, and best of all the host for the 2018 Steak Fry
and Golf Extravaganza was revealed, with Gretchen and Brent Malone taking
on the task. If you have never been to an event that they have had a hand in
you are in for a special treat. Plan on being there for the 2018 Steak Fry and
Golf Extravaganza experience, you won’t be disappointed.
Barb and Darrin enlisted the help of newly minted Membership Director and
Past Commodore Jeff Toycen to commence with the auction portion of the
afternoon. The Hoy’s provided many great items for the auction and Jeff did
a great job of wringing money from people’s wallets all afternoon. Jeff’s encouragement and ability to keep the event fun helped the auction generate
another $1000 for the club.

(continued on page 3)
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Mike Sisk

I hope everybody has been making it out on the water with all this great
weather we have been having. It only takes a few sunny days to make us forget
about the six months of record rains we have had this year. But our state
wouldn’t be such a green state if we didn’t have all the rain so I guess there has to
be a little give and take. We really do have the mecca of boating here in the
Pacific Northwest and I am really fortunate to live here and have it all in our
backyard basically. My Grandpa has boated here most of his life and he has told
me that you couldn’t go to all the places in a life time. I have been trying to go to
a new place each summer and this year we plan to go to Desolation Sound. We
have been so excited and looking forward to our trip.
Coming up this month we have a couple of events: one is our annual Wine and Stein event at Cap
Sante, which sounds like it will provide ample opportunity to quench your thirst. The event sounds really
fun this year with the Stein on Friday and all the home brewers bringing their samples. Wine will be on
Saturday and I’m sure there will be decorated wine bottles for auction so bring your craftiness. There will
be theme food for each of those days. The second is a new event, at the end of July, called Crabfest.
There will be a crab catch contest and also crab cooking contest, which sounds like a challenge. This
event will be held at Oak Harbor where there is cheap fuel, so save your fill up for this run and it will pay
for itself.
I like the fact that we have new events to change things up. If anybody has any ideas for a new
event please bring it to the board’s attention and we can get it on the calendar. Maybe bring back and old
event that we have had in the past.
See you out on the water.
Mike Sisk
Rear Commodore
Wanderlust

Don’t forget to check out the photo gallery of the events on the website …
http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/?page_id=35 such as these from this
year’s Steak Fry & Golf Tournament on Lopez Island.
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Commodore’s Log ... Cont.
Bob Davisson
(Continued from page 1)

One of the items that Barb and Darrin donated was the beautiful watercolor of the La Conner Rainbow
Bridge that Amy Roosa’s mother provided for the auction in 2016. I’m not sure how easy it will be for the
new current owners of the painting to re-donate, but it will be interesting to see if it will become part of
the tradition of the now annual event.
The next event coming up is the Stein & Wine/Shipwreck Days in mid-July, hosted by the Saether’s at
Cap Sante, followed by Crabfest 2017 at Oak Harbor on the last weekend in July. Keep your eyes and
emails open for more info on both events—you won’t want to have missed either one.
See you all out on the water!
Bob Davisson
Commodore
Happy Day

Blast from the Past—by Bob Davisson
During this year’s Clubhouse Cleanup, I got to see firsthand some of the archived papers and records that
have been stored in our secret storage areas. I always thought that they were stored in a facility deep
within an old Nike missile site but then found out that much of our history is really located in an obscure
closet in the clubhouse. In my search to deepen my historical knowledge of the club (some would call it
snooping) I ran across some old newsletters. I thought that it might be fun to share some of the info
found with you here from time to time.
From July 1974, Commodore Gus Cecotti had this to say:
“Many thanks to Wally Lentz and George Sullivan, and especially Vera and Lynda, for a
very fine Hot Dog Rendezvous June 22 at the Islander. We would have liked to have seen
more children there to participate in the games.
Our next Rendezvous will be the Salmon BBQ at Deer Harbor July 20. The no host cocktail
hour will be at 5 PM, mixer and ice will be set up at the picnic above the store. Salmon will
be ready about 6 PM. There will be a $1.00 per plate charge for the club members and
$2.50 per adult guest. Guests under 12 - $1.25. Needless to say, please call in your reservations early, no later than July 17. Call Rod Schmidt 424-1753 or Earl Hanson 424-3591.
You musicians should bring your guitars or whatever. Let’s drown Walt out.
Our Steak Feed is August 17 at Scott’s Point, Long Harbour, B.C. A potluck picnic is
planned for Sept. 7 at Prevost Harbor.
About 11 boats participated in the “Victoria” cruise which wound up at Maple Bay instead.
The weather was better there, however, more attention will have to be given to
“provisioning”. You just can’t get beer at Maple Bay, Brentwood, or Cowichan.”
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July 14-16 @ Cap Sante Marina
Hosted by Jeff & Jeanne Saether, Frank & Teresa Campbell, Joshua & Jody Ellingson
& Pep & Felicia Lowe

This year both party barges have been rented and we are estimating 30 +/- boats. We are going to do an Italian themed dinner/decorations for Saturday night. So if you haven’t reserved your spot, contact Jeff Saether
at the email address below to see if there’s room to fit you in! The crew has a great weekend planned.
Friday PM
5pm.
6pm.

Cocktail Hour
Dinner provided/BYOB

Saturday AM
8am.
Light breakfast and eye openers (as needed)
Saturday PM
5pm.
Cocktail hour on party barges
6pm.
”Italian themed” potluck dinner—Bring a main dish or dessert
Soup/salad/bread will be provided.
7:30pm.
Live decorated Wine/Beer Auction with a “Shipwreck Days” twist (bring that cash or check to
help raise money for our club)
Sunday AM
8am.

Frank’s “Beer Pancake” breakfast and beverages (eye openers as needed)

For event information or to see if space is still available, please email Jeff Saether at:
teammechanical@aol.com
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Officers
Bob Davisson
Commodore
Mike Sisk
Vice Commodore
Dan Irish
Rear Commodore
Randy Ayers
Past Commodore
Rebecca Irish
Treasurer
Janine Bombach
Secretary
Mitch Ruth
Port Captain
Joshua Ellingson
Fleet Medical Officer

Directors
Jeff Saether
Facilities
Cryss. Toycen
Newsletter
Steve and Cheryl Stinson
Ship’s Store
Felicia Lowe
Website
Jeff Toycen
Membership
Brent Malone
Dockmaster
Phil Fusselman
Reciprocity

Dan Irish

What a great time at the Steak Fry and Golf outing a few
weeks ago. Darrin and Barb Hoy did a super job. If you
missed it, you missed a wonderful time of fun. The auction and raffle brought in over $1200 profit for our great
club. Way to go Darrin and Barb! I guess we should
give some credit to our great auctioneer, Jeff Toycen.
He knows how to build on those bids. Thank you, Jeff,
and thank you to all you members that were willing to
purchase those items.
Here we are in July. July brings two great things. It brings our Independence
Day, where we get to celebrate this great country we live in and also, we are
pretty certain of more sunny days ahead..
Independence Day, July 4th. Things may not be prefect here in this country, but
I still believe we live in the best country in the world. Our freedom is still ours
to claim. I am sure we all have past memories of great 4th of July celebrations. I
grew up in a time when a 10 or 12-year-old, with change ($$) in his pocket,
could walk to the local fireworks stand and purchase fire crackers and even
cherry bombs (yes, I am old). Believe it or not, I still have all 10 fingers, 2 eyes
and 2 ears (all though my kids think I lost a bit of hearing). I remember trying
to be “cool” (I was never “cool”), walking around with a “punk” hanging out of
my mouth. Of course, the punk was lit, ready in case you wanted to grab one of
those fire crackers out of your pocket, light the fuse and throw it in a direction
to make someone jump. I remember one time when that punk hanging out of
my month almost became a disaster.
Some of you may know that I spent my child hood summers at our family cabin
just off shore from Hope Island. Just south of the Hope Island Café & Inn and
the Hope Island Fishing Resort (both gone now) (see picture). Our neighbor on
the beach was a world traveling salesman and he returned from China one summer with boxes of commercial grade fireworks. To a young kid, these were
huge, the size of a cantaloupe! They required a cannon (tube) to shoot them.
He got permission from the local fire department to set up on the beach. The
beach you see in the picture attached. I was asked to help carry the boxes of
fireworks from the truck to the beach. I was so excited. Yes, you guessed it,
while walking across the sand, I tripped on a piece of drift wood and out of my
month flies my punk, straight into the box of fireworks with dozens of long fuses ready to be lit. Fortunately, our neighbor saw what happened and in seconds
grabbed the punk and throw it out of harm’s way.

(continued on page 7)
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Crabfest 2017
Oak Harbor Marina, July 28 – 30, 2017
RSVP to the marina directly by July 21 as part of the Swinomish YC—they are holding space for us!!

There are two competitive parts to this event.
Catching the Crab
Cooking the Crab, aka Crabfest Chopped
Here is how it works:
Catching the Crab
Friday evening the competition traps will be registered with the competition committee
$20 per trap will be the entry fee. This will fund the prize package
Friday evening or early Saturday morning the traps will be set after registration
Saturday at 12 noon the traps will be pulled, the counts and measuring will commence
Prizes for quantity and largest crab will be awarded
Donated crabs for Crabfest Chopped will be auctioned. All donations need to be legal for keeping and auction funds will be
donated for the club

Crabfest Chopped
Crabfest Chopped participants will purchase 1 of 5 Chopped Boxes at the Crabfest Chopped auction. Each box will have surprise ingredients!
Chopped participants can either purchase as a team or an individual
All food submissions must be prepared and cooked on your boat
Judges will be chosen from those not participating in the Chopped competition
Rules will be provided at the event

Friday night—appys. to share on the dock
Saturday night after Crabfest Chopped—POTLUCK!!!
Bring a crab side dish to share – dessert will be provided
Coffee and drinks will be provided on the dock in the mornings—breakfast on your own

See you at our first Crabfest!!!
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Rear Commodore’s Log ... Cont.
Daniel Irish
(Continued from page 5)

Un-fortunately, I personally was not so lucky
when it came to his wrath, but the good thing is,
I still have all 10 fingers, 2 eyes and 2 ears.
I pray that all have a great and safe 4th and all of
July. Happy boating. Hope to see you all at the
Wine & Stein / Shipwreck Days.

Daniel Irish
Rear Commodore
Knot Irish

*** Cancelled—The Family Cruise/Movie Night ***
July 8-9 @ Roche Harbor

Date

Event

Location

July 14-16

Wine & Stein + Shipwreck Days

Cap Sante

July 28-30

Crabfest

Oak Harbor

August 11-13

Crash ‘n’ Burn

Deer Harbor

September 9

Past Commodore’s BBQ

Clubhouse

September 23-24 Oyster Run

Cap Sante
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Fall Membership Meeting
November 4, 2017 —Location: Clubhouse
We are looking for a few good people to host the Fall Membership Meeting. Much of the event is
as advertised … our semi-annual membership meeting; so the planning for that is handled by the
Board. For history’s sake, this event was traditionally our annual crab feed. But in recent years,
some of the hosts have had it catered locally and others have prepared their own menu. Some years
there has been a silent auction of used boat equipment and donated items, other years we have had
music and dancing, or just socializing. In any case, we don’t want you to be intimidated and encourage you to volunteer and make it your own. Here’s a chance to use your creativity in planning
this important and informative event. Please contact Bob Davisson at McDavisson@hotmail.com
to let him know if you are interested.

Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...
Glen Beam

Islander Lopez
My favorite place to watch the Mariners in the San Juans is the Islander Lopez
Resort on Fisherman Bay on (ready for it?) Lopez Island. The resort actually
sports a tiki bar, right out of the 60s, like the historic Trader Vic’s. It’s all there.
The place is still family owned; in fact, Bill, the owner, will probably be behind the bar serving the drinks or
playing in the band.
There is a campground on the premises ($25 a night), in case there is a late Ms game and your dinghy can’t
find its way home. The Coors Light is cold, they have great draft beers like Longboard, and the Mariners are
always on. They also serve a delicious prime rib dinner and a Tillamook burger for $12.
There are lost of docks for your yacht, call Kathy at (360) 468-2233 for a slip. The tons-of-fun Islander gets
my highest ranking of 5 out of 5 dinghies.
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August 11– 13th @ Deer Harbor
Hosted by: Steve & Cheryl Stinson
Be sure to hold the weekend of August 11-13th for the fabulous, on the water, Deer Harbor Crash & Burn
event! This is where the First Mate (ladies) don the Skipper’s cap and are encouraged to dock their vessel
(CRASH) and the Captain (men) will sport their aprons and create a culinary dish (BURN). Prizes will be
awarded!
Itinerary
Friday 8/11 Arrival of the fleet—ladies are encouraged to doc their vessel
6pm.
BYOB and potluck appetizers on the dock
Saturday 8/12
7:30 am.
Breakfast and Eye Openers on the dock
1:00 pm.
Biggest Liar Contest—Bring $5 to participate—Winner takes all
5:30 pm.
Apron Fashion Show—men to show off their cooking apparel
6:00 pm.
Potluck dinner on the dock—prepared by the men
7:00pm.
Award Ceremony
Sunday 8/13
7:30 am.
Breakfast and Eye Openers on the dock
Departure of the Fleet
Please call Deer Harbor Marina to reserve your slip: 360-376-3037. Let them know you are with the Swinomish Yacht Club.
Contact the Stinsons if you have any questions:
Steve— 360-770-3109
Cheryl— 360-770-3988

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257
Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen

Steve and Cheryl Stinson
Ship’s Store Managers

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

