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Bob Davisson

Ahoy SYC’ers!!
Did you just see July fly by, too? What a great time we
all had out on the water. Beginning with the Wine &
Stein/Shipwreck Day and ending with the Inaugural
Crabfest event, and all of you that began your vacations using one of those as a kickoff. July was a very
busy month.
There was an awesome turnout for the Wine & Stein /Shipwreck Day event
and it’s a good thing. It was such a great event that I’m sure that those that
missed it had a difficult time understanding all the great things that happened. The food was awesome, the auction was fruitful and the Shipwreck
Day sale worked out well, too. Best of all was the time spent talking with
friends, catching up on what’s going on in their lives as well as what their
plans are for the summer. Jeff and Jeanne Saether brought together a great
team with the Ellingsons, Campbells, and Lowes all pulling together and
providing an excellent experience for all that came for the weekend.
Friday night kicked off with Josh’s special Inoculated Brats, and many varieties of beer, micro and home brews alike. The Saturday night dinner was
spectacular with the party barge being set up like a quaint little Italian restaurant. The zoopa was the talk of the night and the event handoff for next
year was made that night as well. What a blast!
We also had a ton of people participate with the Shipwreck Day booth. Special thanks to Dan and Rebecca Irish, Barb and Darrin Hoy, Mike and Bryson
Sisk for coming up to help with the set up. Many hands helped to make for
light and fast work. The biggest help of all for me that morning was my wife,
Cindy. She really helped me keep my sanity by providing the whole Shipwreck Day group coffee and donut holes, and setting up the tables with all of
the things that needed to find new homes. Then the folks that helped in the
booth all day long, the teamwork was outstanding. Then the tear down came
and we were out of there right at 4:00 PM. Many of the same people that
helped set up also helped tear down along with Bobby Elliot. It was a long
eventful day and the teardown help was very much appreciated.
(continued on page 4)
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August 11– 13th @ Deer Harbor
Hosted by: Steve & Cheryl Stinson
It is almost time for the fabulous, on the water, Deer Harbor Crash & Burn event! This is where the First Mate (ladies) don the Skipper’s cap and are encouraged to dock their vessel (CRASH) and the Captain (men) will
sport their aprons and create a culinary dish (BURN). Prizes will be awarded!
Itinerary
Friday 8/11 Arrival of the fleet—ladies are encouraged to doc their vessel
6pm.
BYOB and potluck appetizers on the dock
Saturday 8/12
7:30 am.
Breakfast and Eye Openers on the dock
1:00 pm.
Biggest Liar Contest—Bring $5 to participate—Winner takes all
5:30 pm.
Apron Fashion Show—men to show off their cooking apparel
6:00 pm.
Potluck dinner on the dock—prepared by the men
7:00pm.
Award Ceremony
Sunday 8/13
7:30 am.
Breakfast and Eye Openers on the dock
Departure of the Fleet

Please call Deer Harbor Marina to reserve your slip: 360-376-3037. Let
them know you are with the Swinomish Yacht Club.

Contact the Stinsons if you have any questions:
Steve— 360-770-3109
Cheryl— 360-770-3988
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Mike Sisk

Here we are about to break records for most consecutive days without recordable
rainfall. What an amazing time to live the Pacific Northwest and have a boat. The
“Wanderlust” is heading to Desolation Sound for a couple of weeks to take full
advantage of all this good weather. We have talked with a lot of people in the
club who have been there and have given us good tips. This is one of the
advantages of being in the club. We do have two other boats from the club going
with us, which is another reason we joined the club; to find people to boat with. I
will let you guys know about the trip next month.
We will be missing the Oak Harbor Crabfest and Deer Harbor Crash & Burn
since we will be in Desolation Sound enjoying the 70 degree water. This is probably a good thing because
I can guarantee that Janine would not even try to dock the boat. But I hope a lot of the non-dockers
make the attempt. What a great way change things up a bit and keep things interesting.
I really think we have a great club and a lot of people who are passionate and really care about this club.
We have members stepping up into board positions after only being in the club for a couple years and we
have members stepping back on the board after taking a break for a few years. The passion is strong in
the club and it is great to be a part of.
I just want to thank all four couples that put on the Wine and Stein this year. It was a great event
dedicating a day to the Stein and a day to the Wine with the respective foods to go with it. Great job guys.
Thanks to everybody who helped with the shipwreck days; also another great turnout. We had an 8 year
old who was there setting up at the wee hours of the morning and running the cash box and didn’t want
to leave but his parents were tired and made him. Hopefully the love of money will pay off for him when
he gets older. I also want to thank everybody who donated items. It really helps the club financially and
brings everybody together at the event.
Well, I’m off to Desolation Sound see you guys out on the water.

Mike Sisk
Rear Commodore
Wanderlust
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Commodore’s Log ... Cont.
Bob Davisson
(Continued from page 1)

Then it was time for the Inaugural Crabfest at Oak Harbor Marina. Again, we had a really great group of
people show up to experience the beautiful days and windy evenings. Many crab were caught and eaten
and the Crabfest Chopped portion of the event was surprising.
Friday night was crazy fun and as the evening went on the wind picked up. The final boat to arrive that
evening was the 43 foot American Tug piloted by new members Scott Wilburn and Firstmate Mike Calderon. Those of us on the dock that night were very appreciative that they had thrusters and that they were
powerful enough to fight the wind for us. What a beautiful boat.
The crab pots that had been soaking from Friday afternoon were pulled on Saturday in time for the judging at 2:00 PM on Saturday. We had a load of crab brought in and the largest crab was more than 7.5
inches between the points. Then it was time for Crabfest Chopped! The surprise bags were purchased
and the “Chefs” began looking up recipes and cooking their dishes. The creativity that came out of this
event was surprising and the food was shared with everyone, unless there was a person (like me) that got
to the food just a little late. It was good enough in many cases that it was already gone. If you snooze you
lose at an event like this. It was so much fun. More fun than I imagined when Cindy and I were coming
up with the whole event plan. The judges, even though they were volunteers, really took their job seriously. That was the most surprising part of the event. Judges were Eric Forbes, Neil Brosnan, and Kathleen Carpenter. They did a great job and put a lot of thought into it. They were an excellent group and
the vote was unanimous on the winning dish—Crab Nachos. Team FishTales took their bag that was basically a Mexican themed bag and made Crab Nachos. They even cooked up the chips from the corn tortillas in the bag. They were really pretty good and there was more than enough food for the 30 people
that were there.
Special thanks to the Malones for helping out with electricity, and their oven for the morning rolls. They
truly were the go to boat for a multitude of items that weekend. The general opinion from the people that
we talked with was how much fun this get together was. They can’t wait to do it again next year.
We can’t wait to see you all at the next event—Crash & Burn at Deer Harbor!!

Bob Davisson
Commodore
Happy Day
Don’t forget to check out the photo gallery for pictures of the Wine &
Stein, Crabfest and others on the website …
www.swinomishyachtclub.org/pictures
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
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Dan Irish

All of us that are native to the NW, when we all think of
summer, we think August. Yes, we get good weather in
June and it carries into September most years, but when
you boil it down, August is our summer season. Well,
here we are, summer has arrived, it’s August and the
weather has been great.
Before we move completely into August, we need to talk
a bit about July. Wow and Wow! What a Stein and
Wine event that was put on in Anacortes a few weeks
back. The Saether’s, Campbell’s, Ellington’s and Lowe’s
worked a magic show for us all. This was a good showing of “many hands make light work”. Thank you all very much for your hard
work. It was a great time for all. Let’s not forget we made over $2500 for our
club that weekend, between the Ship-Wreck Days and the Auction Saturday
night. Again, thank you all for your hard work. I look forward to next year’s
event. The group of people that volunteered (actually drafted) for next year I
am sure will show us a great time again. I hear rumor it might be in a different
location. We will have to wait and see.
Now back to August. This August we will finally make a dream come true. We
are headed for Desolation Sound! Yes, I know most of you reading this have
already been there/done that, but we have been trying for years to make it happen and it is here in 2017 for us. The boat is tuned and ready. The mind and
body are psyched and we are on our way. We will be traveling with Mike, Janine & Bryson on Wanderlust. Our plan is to get there in as short of amount
time as possible, settle in and see where the seas take us. We have many places
in mind that look wonderful to explore, but until we get there and feel the
mood, those places will wait. I am sure we will have lots to share in next
month’s article regarding the trip. So stay tuned. Hopefully, it will be a good
and wonderful trip. So here’s praying for calm seas and yachts that get us there
and back safely.
Daniel Irish
Rear Commodore
Knot Irish III
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Inaugural Crabfest 2017

Date

Event

Location

August 11-13

Crash ‘n’ Burn

Deer Harbor

September 9

Past Commodore’s BBQ

Clubhouse

September 23-24

Oyster Run

Cap Sante

October 21

Octoberfest

Clubhouse
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Found—hosts for the Fall Membership Meeting!!!
Thank you, Mitch & Jill Ruth! They heard the call and responded.
Needed—hosts for Octoberfest
October 21st @ the Clubhouse
Hosting/co-hosting events is a great way to meet the members of the club, let’s you discover how we do
things, offers an opportunity to use your creative talents, and provides great camaraderie! If you are interested, please let Commodore Bob or any of the other officers or board members know. Because we really
hate having to cancel events!!

Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...
Glen Beam

My buddy, Chip, has been extolling the
virtues (great phrase, right?) of the
Wheelhouse in Anacortes for years, but I
thought I thought it was just a pizza cafeteria with no atmosphere. I was
wrong—yes, again. The Wheelhouse on
Commercial Street is dripping with atmosphere. Yes, dark and sexy with a
teak and holly bar, lots of flat-screen TVs
with the Mariners on. The pizza is great,
the Coors Light is cheap, and they have
lots of hip draft beers like … I don’t
know what. It’s quite the sports bar.
They have a huge following with March
Madness, Stanley Cup Hockey and, of
course, Mariner’s baseball.
Combine this sexy bar with Cap Sante
Marina and downtown Anacortes, and
you have a winner. Camping is close by
on Saddlebag Island—where’s the hard
part? Go now. I’ll lend you my dinghy.
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Ray Chestnut and his wife Catherine Cloud come to us all the way from … Stanwood?!
Both, Ray and Catherine bring to us more extensive marine experience. Ray was raised on a lake and has
been around boats all of his life. His family had a small boat livery in Iowa in the 50’s and his summer job, while
attending college, piloting a 75ft. Tour boat on Lake Okoboji in Iowa. In 1975, Ray moved to Friday Harbor and after
working for a while on the gas dock , he became the manager of the San Juan Marina. It’s no longer in existence, but
was under what is now the Down Rigger. Following that, he then served as the Harbormaster for the Port of Friday Harbor, overseeing the expansion of the marina from 200 slips to its present configuration of over 500. He then served as
deckhand/naturalist/engineer on the MV Observer, a 100ft. Eco tour boat in SE Alaska. Interestingly, after nearly 20
years in the marine world, Ray moved to Arlington in 1993 and purchased a 47 stall equestrian center … we will have to
find out more about that bullet on his resume. Catherine was born in Springfield, MO, but finished up high school in
Sarasota, FL where she and her family were involved in many boat and marine activities.
Ray and Catherine are now retired and enjoying their boat, Scout … a 32ft. Choey Lee trawler.

From Spokane, please welcome Scott Willburn and Michael Calderon. Their boat, Lucky Puppy, a 43ft. American Tug is moored in LaConner. They have both been boating for several years, but this is their first
year as large boat owners.

Fellow SYC’ers, please join me in welcoming our newest members with a hearty AAAARRRRGGGGHHHH!!!

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257
Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen

Steve and Cheryl Stinson
Ship’s Store Managers

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

