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Bob Davisson

Ahoy SYCers,
How about that—the leaves are changing color and the
nights are getting cooler. We have blown by the Past
Commodore’s BBQ—which just in case you weren’t
here, you missed a great one this year. The salmon
was awesome and the company could only have been
better if you had been there. I know that there was
plenty of salmon to go around, there seemed to be
plenty of salad and the substitute bean cooker (Wendy Britt) did a fabulous
job in proxy for our own Marla Ries. It seemed like Shannon and Tracy
Hugel were everywhere doing everything—it was a sight to behold.
The tables were decorated with directories from years past—apparently going
all the way back to before color film was created for cameras. I believe they
were provided by Wayne Proper (Past Commodore from 1986-1987) and
they were very entertaining to see and go through. Wayne was a hoot to talk
with, too. There is so much NW boating history in the minds of the past
commodores—next time you get the chance to bend the ear of one of them
just ask them a few questions and see where the rest of the conversations
wander to. Earlier in the year I got to march around the golf course at Lopez
Island with Tom Streit and then for the Salmon BBQ I got to spend a lot of
time with Wayne Proper and Ken Lee. The stories that they tell are not just
entertaining but make you wonder if life could possibly have been that much
fun and exciting all the time for them. We still have some very active past
commodores in the club, take the time and get to know them, hang around
them, listen and learn from them. It’s a great way to learn more about the
club and all the fun that we have.
Speaking of fun, if you missed the un-event at Cap Sante during the Oyster
Run weekend, that was the best one ever. Brent and Gretchen Malone’s boat
was at the end of D dock. Word around the docks were that we needed to
show up there with appetizers at 4 PM and then we could join in the party.

Cont. on page 3
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October 21st @ the SYC Clubhouse

I hope everyone is geared up for our next fun event. We are combining Oktoberfest with Halloween
this year. So wear your scary, funny, or Oktoberfest gear. There will be prizes for the scariest costume and the fan favorite.
We will be providing brats and chicken so please bring a side dish, dessert or appetizer to share and
BYOB!
Again this year we will have home beer brew tasting from members. If you’re a home brewer bring your
favorite to share!
Cocktails and appetizers start at 5pm and dinner around 6-7pm.
BOOO!
RSVP to Vickie Birney
425-328-0423
birney91@gmail.com

The Channel Marker

Page 3

Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...
Glen Beam

East Sound is huge! God, it's 10 miles deep and a mile across. It cuts Orcas
Island in half. But once you get up to the end, it's fabulous!
There is a day-use dinghy dock practically in downtown East Sound, and it's
free. Once in town, there are plethora--or gobs--of bars in which to watch the
Mariners. I hit them all, but I'm writing to about the White Horse Pub.
Why they call it the White Horse, I have no idea. I didn't see one or any horsey stuff. Years ago it was a cute little
cafe, run by two crabby older ladies that lived downstairs and yelled and threw vases at each other. But that was
then. Now it's the perfect place to watch the game.
You walk up three steps to a big wood-paneled room with high ceilings and a killer southern view of the water. You
can see all the way to Tacoma, with your glasses on. It's not fancy--more pub like. They have Coors Light on tap,
along with the mandatory Island Hopper IPA, which is brewed on Orcas, and I hear it's compostable and sustainable-of course.
The hamburgers start at $10 and are great. (I've actually never had a bad burger). The barmaids are cute. I had the
feeling it's a place where locals and tourists mix amicably; I saw no fights.
If you have a pretty good dinghy that can travel 20 miles round trip, I highly recommend East Sound and the White
Horse Pub. Waterfront, cheap beer, barmaids, baseball. But no crabby elderly ladies. What's not to like?

Commodore’s Log ... Cont.
Bob Davisson

Cont. from page 1

Brent brought some of his own home grown oysters, grilled them up on his swim step and shared them
with everyone there. We even had a few outsiders join in when they saw how much fun we were having.
One of the boats that joined in were well into their own party and decided to marry their party to ours—
without even being asked. They were pretty entertaining before they came over, too. You kind of had
to be there to understand, but it was unlike anything we have ever seen on water or on land before. And
I don’t know that anyone would have guessed that lady would have been that flexible no matter how little pain she was or was not feeling. Man, what a party! It was so much fun that this will go back to a full
on event next year and will be sponsored by Mitch and Jill Ruth.
Hopefully the point has been made that if you miss one of the events you will never know what you
missed. Come on out and play with us, you likely will go home with a smile on your face and great
memories to draw on when you get old and gray.
See you on the water.
Bob Davisson
Commodore
Happy Day
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Excerpted from www.boatus.com

What Lies Beneath
Striking submerged object claims are the second most frequent type
that BoatUS Marine Insurance sees. If you can't avoid it, know what
do if you hit something in the water. For most boaters, the question is not if they will strike a submerged object, but when.
1. First, when you realize that you may have struck a submerged object, bring the vessel to dead slow
or stop.
2. If you're in danger — assume that you are — have everyone on board put on a life jacket if they
haven't already.
ately check all of the bilges to confirm that the vessel is
3. You or a crewmember should immedinot taking on water. If it is, do what you can to slow or stop the water flow. Stuff the hole with a rag, bedding,
or whatever you have on board until help arrives.
4. Determine that you're not aground. If the engines have stalled, try to restart them. If they start, try shifting
forward and reverse to confirm you haven't lost propulsion. If you're in an area where the boat is drifting and
may drift up on a sandbar or into a bridge, dock, or other vessel, anchor your vessel if possible.
5. Stay aware of your surroundings. I've seen cases where a vessel experiences a casualty, such as striking a submerged object, then experiences a second casualty because the vessel drifts into something else
because the captain took his or her attention from the helm.
6. If the engine, transmission, and bilge seem OK, slowly accelerate the vessel and pay close attention
for any evidence of noise or vibration. Watch your engine gauges closely to make sure that all systems are
functioning normally. Putting the engine in gear or even starting it may cause increased water pressure or vibration, which may turn a non-leak into a leak. Inspect bilges carefully at this point.
7. Following such an event, bring the boat to your marina and ask them to check it over and confirm
there's no damage. In some cases, this may require a diver to check under your vessel, or the marina may
haul your vessel to inspect the hull, bottom, and running gear. Some insurance policies, such as those from
BoatUS, will pay to have your boat short-hauled if there's a possibility of damage that could put the boat in
further peril.

The Channel Marker

Page 5

Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Mike Sisk

The weather is changing quickly which helps the corn mazes and pumpkins grow
as we are now in a new season. I saw carved pumpkins on Facebook already
which had some interesting carvings to say the least (Craig). This is a fun time of
year for the kids and big kids too as we all get to dress up. This year SYC is doing
Oktoberfest/Halloween hosted by Vickie Birney & team. You can dress up scary
or plain, so start thinking about your costume for the party and come see who
wins best costume. Or we can just enjoy getting together and socializing as the
liquid flows.
Speaking of the new season, the Fall General Membership meeting is next month that Mitch and Jill
Ruth will be hosting. This is a little more serious as we have a meeting but truly just another reason to
get together and socialize with a catered meal. We do have some positions to fill so if any of you would
like to step up and help keep this club going in the right direction feel free to contact anybody on the
board and see how you can help. This is a team effort to keep the club going and if you don’t think you’re
capable, there is always someone to help you so let’s do this together. The club is what we make of it so
the more we are involved the better it will be. In saying this, I just have to commend a few people who
have a passion for this club who stepped back into positions that needed to be filled. Cheryl Stinson who
was treasurer for many years and going to meetings every month stepped down but stepped up and took
over the ship store. Cryss Toycen, has stepped back into the newsletter position after taking a break for a
couple years. Jeff Toycen, who was commodore when we joined the club, has stepped back in as
membership director. As an example of passion for this club, he was willing to go through the chairs
again, a 4-year commitment, to fill a vacancy. If I keep going I might shed a tear so I’m going to stop.
Just a heads up, I know it’s a little early to think about, but Christmas will be here before we know it. It’s
time to think about boat decorations and costumes possibly. The theme this year is National Lampoon’s
Christmas Vacation so get as many lights as you can and maybe an extra generator, too…haha. I want to
see grandma wrapped up on top of a fly-bridge or a huge Christmas tree and maybe a Wally World
moose.
Safe Boating.

Mike Sisk
Vice Commodore
Wanderlust
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Saturday, November 4,
2017 @ SYC Clubhouse
Hosted by: Mitch & Jill Ruth

Let’s have some fun while we take care of
business. Join in the spirit of things and
dress up as your favorite character from the
iconic tv show from the 60’s & 70’s!

The evening will begin at 5:00pm.

Dinner will be provided by: Whitey’s BBQ
LaConner, WA:









BBQ Beef Brisket
BBQ Bacon Wrapped Chicken Thighs
Stuffed Sweet Potato
Gourmet Baked Beans
Zesty Potato Salad
Green Salad
Dessert; Bread Pudding

Call To Order
Agenda and meeting materials will be provided at the
meeting.

Music and Dancing following the meeting by
Past Commodore, Randy Ayers.
Please RSVP to mitch@ruthrealty.com
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
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Dan Irish

Summer is behind us, fall is upon us and winter is coming. This is the time when we, in the NW, try to have
summer continue for as long as we can. I know, I am
still wearing my shorts. All that being said, there are
good times yet to come this year, even in the winter. We
love winter boating. The water is calm most of the time.
The marina docks are virtually empty, with the exception of those of us that venture out with our furnaces
running. Winter boat outings are great trips. For us
this year, Thanksgiving weekend in Anacortes, then New
Year’s week on Lopez at Fisherman’s Bay. You all should see about putting
these two un-events on your calendar.
Now for the rest of my October article, I would like to depart from the normal
SYC/boating stuff and share with you Rebecca’s and my trip to Honduras in
September. Now if you are like most others that we told that we were heading
to Honduras, Central America, for a vacation, your reaction would be, WHY?
And of course, the implication is, with all the places in the world, why would
you want to go there? Well, let me tell you.
First of all, we have missionary friends that live there and for years they have
asked us to plan a trip there to visit them. This is the year we said yes. I will say
that Rebecca was not sure we should go, but she will tell you now, she is glad we
went.
Honduras is a very beautiful tropical country. We stayed in three different
parts of the country, in three very nice places. One was where our friends lived
(we had our own private cottage) in the city of Siguatepeque (which means “city
of beautiful woman”). We had a very good time seeing their ministry work that
they do there for church pastors from all over Central America.
The 2nd was a very nice Hacienda (bed-n-breakfast). It was called “The Hacienda La Esperanza”, which means “hope”. This was in the city if Copan. The Mayan Ruins are just outside the town and that is why we ventured to this area of
the country. If you have never seen Mayan Ruins, I would add them to your
bucket list. It is amazing what this group of people did back in the 400-600AD
era. How they were able to build what they did, without the machinery we have
today is unbelievable. Too bad though they were conquered by others and became extinct.

(cont. on page 9)
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Even more benefits than just great people with the
Swinomish Yacht Club!
Swinomish Yacht Club has just been accepted into the BoatU.S. group program. When joining BoatU.S. or renewing your membership you will receive the discounted membership dues of $15 and 10% off water towing membership (vessel assist). An email will be sent out with the group code to use when signing up or renewing.
Here are a few of the benefits of membership of BoatU.S., visit boatus.com for more discounts:

BoatUS Graphics

Boat Show Tickets

Members get 10% off and
free shipping on orders over
$75

Members save at some of the
largest boat show across the
country

Slip/Purchase Discounts

Repair Discounts

West Marine
Members can earn a $10
West Advantage Gold Rewards certificate for every
$250 spent at West Marine

Fuel Discounts


Island Petroleum Services
Friday Harbor, WA



Semiahmoo Marina

Slip & Purchase Discounts
Blaine, WA



Port Ludlow Resort
Slip Discounts
Port Ludlow, WA



Port Hadlock Marina
Slip Discounts
Port Hadlock, WA





Latitude Marine Services



Cascade Marine Service



Scanlan Marine Services



Camano Marine

LaConner, WA
Everett, WA
Everett, WA

Bait/Repair Discounts
Camano Island, WA

Ganges Marina
Slip Discounts
Ganges, BC



Egmont Marina Resort

Slip & Purchase Discounts
Egmont, BC

See www.BoatUS.com for more locations

In addition to the BoatU.S. discounts, if you set up an account with Fisheries as a Swinomish
Yacht Club member you will receive discounts on some of their merchandise.
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Dan Irish

(cont. from page 7)

The 3rd place we went was the north coast of Honduras, the city of Tela. The coast water was 80 degrees with
a sun setting. There was a wonderful swimming pool at the house we rented. The pool was so refreshing
during the 95-degree heat and very high humidity.
With all 3rd world countries, you find a lot of poverty and with poverty comes crime. You are met at the airport with military personal carrying assault rifles. Almost every store, restaurant or fast food place has personal hired guards, but we really never felt unsafe. We just did not go out by ourselves or to areas that were
not recommended to go. Their dollar (called “Lempira”) is only worth a little over 4 cents to our US dollar.
So, a burger at Wendy’s was about $100 Honduran dollars ($4.30 US dollars).
Daniel Irish
Rear Commodore
Knot Irish III

Date

Event

Location

October 21

Halloween/Octoberfest

Clubhouse

November 4

Fall General Membership Meeting

Clubhouse

December 2

Christmas Decorating Party & Reindeer
Romp

Clubhouse

Christmas Boat Parade
December 9

Theme:

Nat’l Lampoon’s Christmas
Vacation

Clubhouse

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257
Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen

Steve and Cheryl Stinson
Ship’s Store Managers

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

