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I would like to start this month’s article with thanks to 
Wendy and Randy Britt and Jenny and Guy Dellinger 
for hosting the Spring General Membership meeting! 
The food was absolutely fabulous and the music was 
awesome! I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank our Membership Director Jeff Marrs, his wife 
Shauna, and his committee for a very successful 
membership breakfast. I counted nearly 50 people 
enjoying a hearty breakfast and conversation. This was 
such a success we are planning on doing this again in 
the near future. 

I am very pleased to announce that we toasted seven 
new member families to SYC during the membership meeting. I want to 
personally welcome all the new members and encourage all of you to attend 
as many events as you can. By the time you read this, we will already have had 
the bowling event at Friday Harbor. Next event on April 11-12, we have the 
annual Clubhouse Cleanup and Shakedown Cruise. What we do at this event 
is get together Saturday April 11th at the clubhouse and pick up around the 
place and clean some of those neglected areas. Later that day we jump in our 
boats and head over to Cornet Bay for a short cruise.  Our rear commodore 
Bob Davisson is in charge of this event, so watch for specifics in your email in 
the next coming weeks. April 25th is the Music Appreciation Night. What we 
plan to do at this event is to put some chairs on the dance floor and start a fire 
and share music from your personal libraries. I will have some Bluetooth 
devices for ease of sharing. We can also use the clubhouse system for a simple 
plug it in approach too. This will be a Mexican themed potluck dinner, so 
bring your favorite Mexican dish to share. I plan on starting things off around 
5:00 pm April 25th. As you can see there is a lot going on! Please if you have 
any questions feel free to email stevehoeft@msn.com. I know as a new 
member it can be a little overwhelming but if you don’t come and get involved 
we all won’t get to know you!  

Opening Day boating is May 2nd. This year’s theme is Jaws, in honor of 40 
years since Jaws was first released. Please dress up in your favorite leisure 
suit, bell bottoms, hot pants, or whatever you have that reminds you of these 
times.  This will be interesting to see what people come up with for 
decorations and dress. Please watch the newsletter and email for more 
information. The yearbooks are done! We distributed yearbooks at the 
General Membership Meeting March 14th. As usual they look fabulous. Thank 
you Michael and Bobbie Arthur for all you hard work! I will have a supply of 
these on the boat and at the clubhouse in the coming weeks in an attempt to 
save on postage. I will be handing these out when I see you. If you don’t see 
me by Opening Day, we will mail them. 

Steve Hoeft                                                                                                                                                                   
Commodore                                                                                                                                                                 
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Date Event Place Hosts 

Apr 11-12 Clubhouse Cleanup/Shakedown 
cruise 

Clubhouse & Cor-
net Bay 

Davisson, John & 
Trish Aydelotte 

Apr 25 Music Appreciation Night Clubhouse Hoeft, Ayers, Lee, 
Baugh 

May 2 Opening Day (Jaws/70s Theme) Clubhouse Ayers, Lee 

May 16-17 Ladies Cruise Lopez Island Gundersen 

Jun 20-21 Steak Fry Lopez Island Kortum 

Jul 11-12 Kids Cruise Roche Harbor Erga 

Jul 17-18 Wine and Stein Cap Sante Stinson 

Aug 15-16 Clam Bake Sucia Island Marrs, Davisson, 
Sisk 

Sep 27 Oyster Run Cap Sante Group Event 

Oct 10 Past Commodores Salmon Bar-
beque 

Clubhouse Aydelotte 

Oct 24 Oktoberfest Clubhouse Graham 

Nov 7 Fall Gen. Mem. Meeting and 
Crab Feed 

Clubhouse Sjostrom 

Dec 6 Christmas Decorating Party Clubhouse Board 

Dec 6 Reindeer Romp La Conner Women of SYC 

Dec 12 Lighted Christmas Boat Parade Clubhouse Davisson 

Join us at the clubhouse or an on-the-water event. Invite a neighbor, bring your fam-

ily, or bring just yourselves. Some events are tried-and-true-traditional, and others 



 

 

 

 

 

Spring is upon us, ready or not. That green growth on the topsides is 
almost ready to bloom! Finally the boat can be washed and waxed, cleaned 
and tuned for another year of non-winter boating. 

Opening day is early this year, the second day of May. Possibly less then 
one month away after you read this. As in the past, we will do a boat 
parade, and clubhouse party after the parade. 

This year’s theme is celebrating the ‘70’, Jaws, “we’re going to need a 
bigger boat” 40-year anniversary.  Decorations can go either the 70’s 
theme or Jaws, or a combination of both! 

Break out those Avocado Green and Harvest Gold appliances, Bell Bottom 
pants, and lava lamps, baby… we’re going to put some 70’s music on and 
boogie! 

Look for the schedule in this newsletter, and on the website calendar. 

With cruising season fast upon us, something that I wrote about last year comes to mind. I penned an 
article about VHF radio and Digital Selective Calling, or DSC. 

I would like to gather all the club members MMSI number for our membership database. It will only be 
visible to other members, and visa versa. I will also publish our group MMSI. Yes we have a group MMSI 
that when programed in, when any member dials it, it goes out to all available members. Pretty neat 
feature of the system.  DSC is a great way to call each other without hailing on channel 16, or if you are 
out of cell range. 

If you have a MMSI number, please send it to: vicecommodore@swinomishyachtclub.org  

Be sure to include the boat name, since the number is tied to the boat and not the person. 

If you don’t have a MMSI number and would like one, please contact me at the above email address and 
I’ll send you simple instructions. It’s free, too. No reason not to have one! 

A quick hello to all of our new members! The breakfast on their behalf was well attended, and enjoyed by 
everyone. It was a pleasure to see all those new faces in attendance. We are all looking forward to 
cruising with you in the 
upcoming years! 

Randall Ayers  
Vice Commodore 
Mojito 
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Randall Ayers 



 

 

 

 

 

I don’t know about you personally but I had a truly great time at the recent 
General Membership meeting.  It is always so nice to get together, visit with our 
old friends, meet new friends, and just have a great time of fellowship with you all.  
If you have never pulled together an SYC event before you need to try it.  It really 
takes a village to make it happen and with all of the support that you are offered 
from the veterans of past events it is difficult to have a bad event.   

That Saturday began with a breakfast for our New Members—the first of its kind 
for our club.  Jeff Marrs pulled together a team of folks that cooked 6 dozen eggs, 
all of the frozen hash brown potatoes that Pioneer Market had on their shelves, 7 

lbs of bacon, and 9000 pancakes courtesy of Craig Sjostrom’s Rolling Giganto-Grill.  Since it was the first 
time that this had been done in this way we didn’t quite know what to expect, so with those expectations 
we felt like that event was fairly successful with more than 50 in attendance.  That made for a great kick-
off to what was to become a really great day of fun. 

That evening was being hosted by Past Commodore Randy and Wendy Britt along with Jenny and Guy 
Dellinger.  Themed in the flavors of Mardi Gras they put out a terrific meal and the decorations were 
festively placed with the aid of Mary Lee.  Many others were involved as well with the setup of the chairs 
and tables as well as the clean-up crew.  All in all, the “Village” was in full force to make this a really 
successful Spring Meeting.  We even had time to take care of a little membership business.   

As we swing into the Bowling Extravaganza followed up by the Clubhouse Cleanup remember that we 
have a really vibrant and friendly group of people here at SYC.  Even the Clubhouse Cleanup is a great 
time to get together.  Remember to show up with us on April 11 for a lite pre-work bite and coffee at 8 
AM and then we will begin our cleanup and beautification tasks at 9 AM.  Don’t wear your Yachting 
attire as you will likely get a bit dirty, but do come to use up some of the elbow grease that you have been 
storing over the winter.  The post work reward is a trip to Cornet Bay for some good times with good 
friends.  We look forward to seeing you all there. 

Bob Davisson  
Rear Commodore 
C-lassie 

 

 

 

Seems like Yesterday...  
By Wendy Britt 

 

Since we’ve already had the Fishing Derby, I thought it might be interesting to see 
what happened in 2006 at the Fishing Derby while Shannon Hugel was 
Commodore. 

 

March 2006—At this year’s Fishing Derby at Lopez Island, Gretchen Malone was 
the only one who caught a fish and it weighed in at 8 lb 10 oz. In fact, there had to 
be a bit of a rule change as she caught the fish the day before. 

 

A total of 20 people attempted to fish in the sunny but windy weather. All the 
participants won a prize from the entry fees and donated prizes. You’ll see Kenny 
Gunderson lounging in the chair donated by Camano Island Marine. 

Rear Commodore’s Report ...  
Bob Davisson 
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Crafting is serious stuff! Check out Elizabeth’s intense 
focus and momma’s little helper. Who knew that there 
was more than just coffee involved in sewing! Janine 
enjoyed the opportunity to sew under the tutelage of 
Linda Beam. 

Photography by Linda Beam 

First world problems include too many pancakes and running 
out of bacon. A pleasantly unexpectedly large turnout ensured 
long conversations over mimosas. And now, there’s a lesson to 
be learned: don’t forget to RSVP in order to ensure yourself 
some bacon. 

Photograph by Steve Hoeft 
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More Family Fun Night pictures. Photography by Yvonne 
Cox 
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Thanks to all who helped and attended the "Let the 
Good Times Roll" meeting. We danced our cowboy 
boots off to that lively band "Jumbled Pie" after the 
meal and membership meeting.—Wendy 

Photography by Michael Arthur    
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Here are the recipes for those who enjoyed the meal. For the gumbo, we only added sausage, chicken, and 
shrimp. We did not add shrimp to the jambalaya.—Wendy 

 

 

    

Ingredients Directions 

Jambalaya 

1 pound skinless, boneless chicken 

breast halves - cut into 1 inch cubes 

1 pound andouille sausage, sliced 

1 (28 ounce) can diced tomatoes with juice 

1 large onion, chopped 

1 large green bell pepper, chopped 

1 cup chopped celery  

1 cup chicken broth 

2 teaspoons dried oregano 

2 teaspoons dried parsley 

2 teaspoons Cajun seasoning 

1 teaspoon cayenne pepper 

1/2 teaspoon dried thyme 

1 pound frozen cooked shrimp without tails  

1. In a slow cooker, mix the chicken, sausage, tomatoes 

with juice, onion, green bell pepper, celery, and broth. 

Season with oregano, parsley, Cajun seasoning, cayenne 

pepper, and thyme.  

2. Cover, and cook 7 to 8 hours on Low, or 3 to 4 hours on 

High. Stir in the shrimp during the last 30 minutes of 

cook time.  

Gumbo 

3/4 lb fresh pork or beef sausage links 

3/4 lb smoked sausage sliced 

3/4 lb boneless skinless chicken breast cubed 

1 cup vegetable oil 

1 cup all-purpose flour 

1 large onion, finely chopped 

1 green bell pepper, finely chopped 

4 quarts chicken broth 

2 tsp dried thyme 

2 bay leaves 

1/2 cup thinly sliced green onions 

1/2 lb Gulf shrimp peeled 

1 pint Gulf oysters 

1 1/2 tbsp. file power 

1. Pierce skin of fresh sausage and brown it in a large 

Dutch oven. Remove from pan. Let cool, slice into rings 

and set aside. 

2. Brown smoked sausage in the fat remaining in the 

Dutch oven. Remove 

3. Saute chicken in the same pan until lightly browned. 

4. Add oil to fat in pan and heat until shimmering. Stir in 

flour [this is your roux]. Cook, stirring constantly, until 

roux is a milk chocolate brown, 10-15 minutes. Add on-

ion and cook, stirring constantly until the roux darkens 

to a bittersweet chocolate color, about 3 minutes. Add 

celery and bell pepper and cook until softened, about 5 

minutes. Add chicken broth, thyme, and bay leaves and 

bring mixture to a boil. 

5. Return sausage and chicken to the pan and bring to a 

boil. Reduce to a simmer and cook until thickened and 

fragrant, about 45 minutes. 

6. Add green onions. Add shellfish. Cook until shrimp are 

pink and edges of oysters ruffle, about 5 minutes. Sea-

son with salt and hot sauce. 

7. Remove from heat and add file power. Serve over rice. 

Serves 10-12.  

Marla’s cornbread recipe 

1 box Jiffy cornbread mix (the small one) 

1 can creamed corn 

1 cup crushed pineapple 

1 egg 

1/4 cup milk 

1 cup shredded cheddar cheese 

2 tbsp. butter 

1. Preheat oven to 400. This recipe works best in a cast 

iron skillet. 

2. Mix all ingredients in a bowl except butter. 

3. Melt butter in the skillet until bubbly, then add batter 

and spread in skillet. 

4. Bake for 30-45 minutes. Should have a light to medium 

brown crusty appearance. Test after 35 minutes to see if 

done. Each pan and oven is different, so it is not an ex-

act science. 
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Wow!!! What a turn out we had 16 boats + Elizabeth and Craig coming over on the ferry!!!!! Steve and I 
had a great time.  We hope you all did too!  Paradise Lanes treated us well and were happy we came.  Yeah, 
to Ed who bowled a 201!  Thanks everyone for another awesome SYC event!! — Lynn Hoeft 

 

 

 

     Photography by Lynn Hoeft and Steve Hoeft    
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Apr 11 @ Clubhouse & Cornet Bay 

Roll up your sleeves and come help get the 

clubhouse ready for another year of fun. We’ll 

be cleaning the roof, washing windows, 

removing cobwebs, organizing the storage 

room, cleaning the kitchen and refrigerator, 

and whatever other projects are on the list.    

 

Apr 18 @ Clubhouse 

Join family and friends to celebrate JP’s 65th birthday 

(and all April birthdays). All people with any birthday 

are invited to this pirate themed 

event.  Arrr! 

 

Time: 5pm    
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Apr 25 @ Clubhouse 

Have you ever played the word association game where one person says a word and the other person has to 
immediately respond with another word? Randy and I often listen to music during evenings in the style of 

that word association game. I remember one night when I heard Pink Floyd’s 
Great Gig in the Sky for the first time, and Clare Torry used her voice more 
like an instrument than relaying on words to convey an idea. It also 
reminded me of the wailing of Diamanda Galas in Erasure’s Rock Me Gently 
(starting at the 5:10 mark. Of course, then I learned that Great Gig in the Sky 
came decades earlier, but it’s cool to see that Pink Floyd can still make an 
amazing first impression decades after it was written. 

So, the idea of Music Appreciation Night is simple: share your music with 
friends. Bring your phone or mp3 player with your songs loaded and ready to 
go. There will be Bluetooth or headphone jack connections so that you can 
hook up your phone to a sound system.  Then, music is played in a round 

May 2 @ Clubhouse 

This year’s theme is celebrating the 70s and Jaws, “we’re going to need a bigger boat” 40-year anniver-

sary. Decorations can go either the 70s theme, Jaws, or a combination of both! Break out those Avocado 

Green and Harvest Gold appliances, Bell Bottom pants, and lava lamps, baby… we’re going to put some 

70s music on and boogie! 

Saturday morning Boat Decorating  

12:30pm  Parade Registration 

1:00pm  Opening Day Ceremonies 

2:00pm   Blessing of the Fleet 

2:30pm  Captain’s Safety Meeting (your attendance is required to participate in the parade) 

3:00pm  Staging in the North Basin for the Parade. Parade Begins 

5:00pm  Potluck (bonus points for 70s food) 

6:00pm  Parade Award 

Music all night long 

 

For ideas, see http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/1970s_in_fashion  

http://www.bettycrocker.com/menus-holidays-parties/mhplibrary/parties-and-get-togethers/70s-



P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swi nomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

 
Phil Fusselman 

Ship’s Store Manager 

 

206-406-3200 

 

 

You can now pay on-line 

using PayPal! 

Thank you to the fashion show models! Be sure to get the latest 

from the Ship’s Store! 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 
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