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I would like to start off this month’s article with a thank you 
to all the members who donated items for the Anacortes 
Shipwreck days. I am happy to report that between the Wine 
and Stein and the booth at Shipwreck days after expenses as 
a group we raised around $3200.00 for the club. There are 
already plans in the works for next year; so if you want to 
donate items to sell, we have a place to store just about 
anything. So let’s start looking in those attics, garages, 
storage buildings for items to sell next year. Items that seem 
to be very popular are life jackets, specifically ski vests. 
Other items we were asked for were items such as brass 
lanterns, old ships wheels, large ropes, compasses, bells, or 
just about anything marine related that someone would use 
to decorate. I bet next year we can double the proceeds!  I 
would also like to thank everyone who donated time to help out with both events 
making the weekend a huge success! The Wine and Stein event went very well also, 
special thanks to Cheryl, Steve and crew. as usual the food was fabulous, from the taco 
bar Friday night to the breakfasts both mornings and the fabulous potluck 
dishes……..don’t forget that wine auction that the two Jeff’s managed to raise around 
$1100.00 helping the membership to keep bidding on all those decorated wine and 
beer bottles, I think you would all agree it was very entertaining! 

I hear the kids cruise was a great success; I would like to thank the Erga family for all 
their efforts! Upcoming events for August are the Goat Island dinghy cruise, beach 
barbecue, and potluck dinner at the Shelter Bay picnic area under the Rainbow Bridge 
on August 8th. What happens at this event is we usually meet at the La Conner tavern 
for breakfast around 8:00 am and then after breakfast head over to Goat Island and 
hike up to Fort Whitman, then we head over to the sand spit for lunch and then have a 
potluck dinner at the Shelter Bay picnic area for supper. The next day we will probably 
head up the Skagit River and have lunch on a sand bar and then tie all the boats 
together and float down the river.  

Don’t forget the Clambake on Aug 15th at Sucia Island. For those newer members, we 
meet at  Sucia Island Fossil Bay at the Washington State Park dock all the way in on 
the right side of the bay and raft boats four deep and try to get everyone on the dock 
the best we can.  

For September 26th, we have the Oyster Run at Cap Sante in Anacortes, this event has 
no host and was done that way on purpose. So you have to make your own 
reservations at the marina, I will speak with the harbor master at Cap Sante and get a 
group of slips together. Get to the marina on Friday or Saturday and spend the day in 
Anacortes or hanging out on the boat. Sunday the bikes start rolling in so plan for a 
late day on Sunday. I’m sure we will have some appetizers on the dock or 
something……..let’s see what happens, it will be fun!  

Please watch your email for more details on all these events! 

Steve Hoeft  
Commodore 
Slip Away 
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Steve Hoeft 
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Jan 17-18 Winter cookout 

Jan 24 Commodores’ Ball 

Feb 7 Wizard Tournament 

Feb 28 Family Fun Night 

Mar 14 New membership breakfast 

Mar 14 Spring General Membership  

Mar 28 Bowling Extravaganza 

Apr 11-12 Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown 

Apr 25 Music Appreciation Night 

May 2 Opening Day 

May 16-17 Ladies Cruise 

Jun 20-21 Steak Fry 

Jul 11-12 Kids Cruise 

Jul 17-18 Wine and Stein 

Aug 15-16 Clam Bake 

Sep 26-27 Oyster Run 

Oct 10 Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ 

Oct 24 Oktoberfest 

Nov 7 Fall General Membership 

Dec 6 Christmas Decorating Party 

Dec 6 Reindeer Romp 

Dec 12 Christmas Boat Parade 
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Date Event Place Hosts 

Aug 8 Dinghy Cruise 1 Goat Island Beam 

Aug 9 Dinghy Cruise 2 Skagit River Hoeft 

Aug 15-16 Clam Bake Sucia Island Marrs, Davisson, 
Sisk 

Aug 25 Dinghy Cruise 3 Saddlebag or     
Stuart Island 

Beam, Marrs 

Sep 26-27 Oyster Run Cap Sante Group Event 

Oct 10 Past Commodores Salmon Bar-
beque 

Clubhouse Aydelotte 

Oct 24 Oktoberfest Clubhouse Graham 

Nov 7 Fall Gen. Mem. Meeting and 
Crab Feed 

Clubhouse Sjostrom 

Dec 6 Christmas Decorating Party Clubhouse Board 

Dec 6 Reindeer Romp La Conner Women of SYC 

Dec 12 Lighted Christmas Boat Parade Clubhouse Davisson 

Join us at the clubhouse or an on-the-water event. Invite a neighbor, bring your fam-

ily, or bring just yourselves. Some events are tried-and-true-traditional, and others 



 

 

 

 

 

Wow. What a great club we have! I cannot say enough about the membership and 
it’s involvement in making SYC the best! 

Our last two events speak volumes to this. Both the Steak Fry and the Wine and 
Stein had some of the largest turnouts in recent history. The Wine and Stein 
combined with Anacortes Ship Wreck days was a great moneymaker for the club. 
A big “thank you” to all the donated items and time to make this a success. I must 
give a shout out to Jeff Marrs for organizing and making sure we all stayed on 
task. His barker skills were instrumental in getting all of the donated items sold. 
Not to mention the Wine auction barker-off with Jeff Toycen. A better tag team of 
salesmen has never been. If these two were selling Yugos, we would all be driving 

them! 

As I stated in last months column, the nominating committee is taking nominations and volunteers to fill 
board positions, and give the club direction moving forward. Please consider giving a little back to the 
club that has given so much to you over the years. Things are looking up, and we want to keep this 
positive vibe going.  

Our next big event is the Clam Bake on Sucia Island. This is pretty much the crown jewel of our on-the-
water events. Look for details in this newsletter and in email updates in the next couple of weeks.  

That is all for this month. Go forth and have fun on the water!  

Randall Ayers  
Vice Commodore 
Mojito 

 

Seems like yesterday..... 
By Wendy Britt  

In May 1995, I clipped this from the Everett Herald and kept it to remind me why we own a boat. As time 
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Finally, we have had a bit of a break in the heatwave that we have been 
experiencing.  It has been a beautiful summer so far and the spits of rain that we 
have seen recently remind me that we still live in the Northwest.  This has been 
one of those summers that we always dream about for boating.  It makes us feel 
like reality moved out, and summer vacation moved in for those times that we are 
on the water in our boats.   

Along with this kind of weather comes the all of the fun that we have at the events 
each year and with this weather, the events are a blast!  It seems like the only 
thing that we need to worry about is the SPF levels that we need to wear to 

prevent the scorching of the tans that most of the members have already.  Personally my first burn of the 
season usually occurs over Memorial Day weekend.  With the help of some cooler weather and a lot of 
clothes, my epidermal layer escaped the first sunshine induced peel this year until the Steak Fry.  Oh 
well, what fun would a summer like this be without at least some sun exposure? 

We recently had a most spectacular event in Anacortes during the Shipwreck Festival.  Not only was it 
fruitful for the club financially, but judging from the conversations that we participated in and heard 
about it seemed that a great time was had by all.  The weather probably played a significant role in that 
as well as the fantastic turnout that we had.   

Our booth placement for the event was unbelievable and for the first time having one there, we came 
away with a good return on all that was donated as well as the efforts of those that helped in the booth.  
Some good recon was done after it was all done and we are already building on the idea base for next 
year’s participation. For those of you that missed out on the frivolity of the booth, plan on working in it a 
bit next year.  It truly is a lot of fun on that side of the transaction! 

The next event is our get together is in Fossil Bay on Sucia Island.  Last year, this was an event that the 
leadership of the club put on—and that definitely made it way easier to produce overall.  This year’s 
event is being put on by another group of folks and it should be another great time for us all to get 
together.  There will of course be clams there for the clam bake and the variety and amounts of the rest of 
the potluck will prevent most of the rest of you from starving.  Be sure to bring your appetites.  I believe 
that we had a walk last year that helped to induce a nice and well-earned appetite that served many very 
well.   

Continue to come out, participate, and volunteer to put on next year’s event.  Not only is it a lot of fun to 
be a part of but your creativity is what will help to continue building the character of our club.  

See you on the water… 

Bob Davisson  
Rear Commodore 
C-lassie 

Rear Commodore’s Report ...  
Bob Davisson 

Page 4 The Channel Marker 



 

The Channel Marker Page 5 

Wow!  What a Great Wine and Stein event!  With the fantastic weather, the 60+ members, and 

all the activities, the entire weekend was a huge success.   

Starting with the Friday night Taco Bar, tacking on the morning eye openers, adding in the clev-

erly decorated wine bottles / beer displays, and topping everything off with the hilarious auction, 

it was a memorable and fun weekend.  And this event was possible because of the hard-working 

and dedicated members of our club.  Steve and I want to thank Bobbie Arthur, Jeanne Saether, 

Marla Reis, Elizabeth Sjostrom, Gail Kortum, and Rebecca Irish for supplying their home-made 

treats.  A huge, special thanks to Dan and Rebecca Irish for ALL their help with the event.  

Thanks to everyone who participated with 

a decorated wine bottle or beer display.  

Ed and Lindee Brooks took first place 

with the wine "fairy garden" and Craig 

and Elizabeth Sjostrom took top honors 

in the beer bobber display.  Great job to 

you all!  

Also, a huge thanks to Jeff Marrs and Jeff 

Toycen for their hilarious (complete with 

lipstick!) auction talent.  Because of them, 

and to everyone's generosity, the auction 

made the club a sizeable profit. Have a 

great boating season and see you all at the 

next event. 

Cheryl and Steve  

Sea Nile 

 

[Editor’s note: I spent hours resizing and 

cropping photos, but they still ended up 

too large. WordPress doesn’t allow a 

22MB file to be uploaded, so all the pic-

tures were cut but this one. Go see all 

170+ pictures at http://
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Aug 8 @ Goat Island 
Let’s start with breakfast at 8am at the La Conner Tavern. Join us for a dinghy cruise to Goat Island for 
hike up to Fort Whitman and a barbeque on the sand spit off of Eagle’s Nest. Then we’ll meet at the Shelter 
Bay picnic area near the Rainbow bridge. 

For more information about Fort Whitman, see http://fortwiki.com/Fort_Whitman and http://
usforting.com/2010/04/21/fort-whitman-on-goat-island-cdsg-2010/ 

Aug 9 @ Skagit River 
Dinghy cruise up Skagit River. Bring a picnic lunch and a cooler to see the houses along the river from 
expansive estates to fishing shacks for people living off the grid. Be sure to bring a sense of adventure and a 
sense of humor because you’ll never know what water depth you’ll be in! 

Aug 25 @ Saddlebag Island or Stuart Island 
Yes, yet another dinghy cruise! Jeff Marrs and Glen Beam are planning to take the dinghies from La 
Conner to Prevost Harbor on Stuart Island.   The date is Tuesday, August 25.  The time, 8:00 am. The 
meeting place, Recip Dock.    We plan on camping at Prevost for two nights. Then, hopefully, make it all 
the way or most of the way home.  The route is La Conner to Prevost with possible stops at Saddlebag, 
Pelican Beach, Blakely for fuel, Blind Island, Jones Island, Roche Harbor, and Prevost Harbor. All stops 
are dependent on the weather (we may only get as far as Saddlebag).  There is no limit on the size of your 
dinghy and no limit on how many people you take.  All are welcome.  For more details contact Jeff Marrs at 
360-840-4950 or Glen Beam at 360-708-8539.   We 
hope you can join us. 
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Aug 15-16 @ Sucia Island 
Get your clam on! Mark your calendars for the premiere 

on-the-water event of the Swinomish Yacht Club.  Join us 

for three days of fun and food at beautiful Fossil Bay.  

 

RSVP to Jeff Marrs at jeffm1721@gmail.com  

 

Check your email throughout the coming week for further 

details. 

Sep 26-27 @ Cap Sante 
No-host event free-for-all. Make your own reservations with Cap Sante Marina under the SYC 

block: (360) 293-0694 

Oct 10 @ Clubhouse 
Save the date for some unknown food to be served at the clubhouse. 



P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swi nomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

 
Shaunna Marrs 

Ship’s Store Manager 

 

 

 

You can now pay on-line 

using PayPal! 

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 
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