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Summertime and the livin’ is easy 
Fish are jumpin' and the cotton is high 
Oh, your daddy's rich and your ma is good-lookin'….. 
 
No matter which version of this classic you prefer, the 
subject matter is the same. Yes summer is in full swing 
(finally) and everyone is out and having fun. Sort of the 
whole purpose of why we boat. Speaking with many of 
you this year, it sounds like there are some great 
cruising plans and many members are meeting up with 
other members along the way. So far Desolation, Gulf 
Islands and further north (Broughtons) are being 
invaded by SYC members as we speak. Hope everyone is having a great time! 
 
Survivor Sucia is the next event on our list, August 12. It is shaping up to be 
again the crown jewel event of our season. I will say, it has some big shoes to 
fill. Both the Steak Fry and Golf tournament and Wine & Stein/Shipwreck 
days were huge successes! Great turnouts for both events and everyone had a 
great time! A big shout out to everyone that stepped up to host these events! 
Without your contributions, we wouldn’t be such a great club! 
 
September events include the past Commodores Salmon BBQ at the 
clubhouse, and the Oyster Run, which will be at Cap Sante, Anacortes. I hope 
to see lots of members there! 
 
We are looking for a couple of volunteers to fill two positions for 2017. One is 
the newsletter editor for the Channel Marker. Mary Lee has been publishing it 
for over four years now, and has indicated that it’s time to pass the baton. She 
will show the new editor the steps to get it published each month. 
 
The other position is Web Editor. Yours truly has been handling the web page 
and social media (Facebook and Twitter) also for the four years, and it’s time 
to pass the baton to someone else. I also will show any interested parties the 
ins and outs of these processes to make it all happen.  
 
I now return you to your cruising that’s already in 
progress! 
 
Cheers 
 
Randall Ayers 
Commodore 
Mojito 

Commodore’s Log ...  
Randall Ayers 
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Jan 16-11 Winter cookout 

Jan 29-

Feb 6 

Boat show 

Jan 23 Commodores’ Ball 

Feb 27 Family Fun Night 

Mar 12 New membership breakfast 

Mar 12 Spring General Membership  

Apr 2 Bowling Extravaganza 

Apr 9-10 Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown 

Apr 23 La Conner Pub Crawl & Music Appre-

ciation Night 

May 7 Opening Day 

May 21-22 Ladies Cruise 
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Sep 10 Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ 

Sep 24-25 Oyster Run 
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Dec 3-4 Christmas Decorating Party 

Dec 3-4 Reindeer Romp 

Dec 10 Christmas Boat Parade 
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Date Event Place Hosts 

Aug 13-14 Survivor Sucia Campout Sucia Island Brooks, Kortum, 

Pfost 

Sept 10 Past Commodores’ Salmon Barbe-

que 

Clubhouse Hoeft 

Sept 24-25 Oyster Run Cap Sante No host 

Oct 22 Oktoberfest/Halloween Clubhouse Cruise 

Nov 5 Fall General Membership Meeting Clubhouse Britt 

Dec 3-4 Christmas Decorating Party Clubhouse Board 

Dec 3-4 Reindeer Romp La Conner Women of SYC 

Dec 10 Lighted Christmas Boat Parade Clubhouse Marrs 

Join us at the clubhouse or an on-the-water event. Invite a neighbor, bring your fam-

ily, or bring just yourselves. Some events are tried-and-true-traditional, and others 



 

 

 

 

 

As I scratch my still peeling head from the sunburn received at the Wine & Stein, I’m 
reminded how much fun we had over that weekend.  Again, there were 30 boats on both 
sides of “C” dock including several new folks attending, which allowed us to honor them 
with a hearty salute at dinner.  The well-orchestrated dinner was awesome, but I am 
getting ahead of myself here, so let’s get back to how it all began.   
 
Dan and Rebecca Irish helped Steve and Chery Stinson with this event last year and 
apparently had so much fun doing it that they stepped right up and volunteered to do this 
year’s version of the Wine and Stein/Shipwreck Days event.  I’m pretty sure that they 
began planning on the boat ride home last year, because it was spectacular from landing 
the boats on the dock to the provision of pulled pork sliders to the dinner and auction—it 

was a terrific event.  So much fun that rumors were circulated that Jeanne Saether volunteered the Saether family 
to handle next year’s event.  There is so much energy and excitement in that family that the Energizer Bunny can’t 
even keep up. 
 
Okay, back to eating.  Friday night was awesome—we all got settled into our slips, shook hands, hugged and said 
our hello’s, and then promptly marched to the party tent and slammed down some of the most scrumptious pulled 
pork sandwiches and coleslaw ever.  Then with fingers sticky from barbeque sauce we all either sat there in the tent 
and jabbered or moved from boat to boat chit-chatting about the trip over leaving finger prints wherever we went.  
It was a great summer evening for visiting and planning the attack of Shipwreck Days’ purchases for the Saturday 
walk through downtown Anacortes. 
 
Saturday morning began fairly early for a handful of survivors of the events from the previous evening.  The march 
to the set up site for the SYC booth began at about 4:48 AM.  We were up there by 5 AM to begin the process of 
unloading the truck of treasures that had been accumulated by our members to unleash upon the wanderers of the 
Shipwreck Day.  About the only thing that we were missing were the coffee and donuts to get an energy boost.  I 
remembered that from the year before so I had mine before I left the boat to join the setup crew.  We’ll have to do 
something a little different next year for the setup crew. 
 
Sales began at the booth shortly after the truck was unloaded and moved to its resting place for the day.  If you 
happened to be there for the entire day you would have seen everything from just normal sales tactics to Glen Beam 
getting on the bullhorn hawking items from the Titanic.  You think that didn’t get some odd looks of people with 
their mouths agape?  That wouldn’t be the last that we heard from Glen, either.  You need to see him in action to 
truly appreciate his gifts. 
 
After a fine day of sales, the SYC booth was the first to close down so that we could get the truck back in time.  That 
also gave us just enough time to go down to the boat and get refreshed for the BIG event of the weekend—the 
dinner and auction!  Our party tent was packed to the gills with barely enough room for overflow.  We were happy 
to be out on the back deck in the wonderful sunshine, and the variety of food available was off the hook.  Our 
entertainment for the evening, prior to the auction that is, was watching little Maya Ellingson enjoy her brownie, at 
least I think that it was a brownie. 
 
And then the auction began.  The auctioneering team of Jeff & Jeff weren’t available for this year so a new team was 
brought in.  Frank Campbell and Glen Beam teamed up to auction off the awesome Wine & Stein entries for the 
weekend.  I’m not sure how many actual entries there were but it was truly amazing to see the breadth of creative 
talent provided from folks in the club.  Everything from gardening to woodworking was represented, and all of 
them included a lot of creativity.  There were quite a few that were in the running to win the Best in Show prize as 
voted on by the attendees but the final outcome was one by the host of the event.  Dan Irish created a really pretty 
eagle covering for his bottle of wine—it was incredible and very eye catching.  I don’t know where he found the 
time, that is unless Rebecca did all of the event planning. It was the perfect capper for the entire event!  Well done 
Dan and Rebecca!! 
 
Since the Mrs. asked me to be make my article brief this month I will close with this, Survivor Sucia is just around 
the corner.  Don’t miss what is sure to be an experience of a lifetime!! 
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...  
Bob Davisson 



 

 

 

 

 

Shipwreck Days Re-Cap  
We had another busy but successful Shipwreck Days this year.  We 
filled a 20’ moving truck full of various treasures.  Then, we filled a 
10’x20’ space full of stuff that was all donated from members.  I was 
impressed that we were able to sell of just about everything at the 
event which made cleanup really easy.  Thank you to everyone who 
came to help out and made this a great success.  We raised in excess 
of $1000 this year.  We will be planning on doing this event again 
next year, so start thinking about what items you might be willing to 
part with and donate.   
 

Looking for the next Rear Commodore 
Have you ever thought about going through the chairs to be Commodore?  Believe it or not, the end of 
the year is quickly approaching and that means it’s time to start looking for the next Rear Commodore.  
If serving on the board in this capacity interests you and you would like to know more about what it 
entails, please give me a call at 360-840-4950 or shoot me an email at jeffm1721@gmail.com  I would be 
happy to answer any questions you have.  In the next couple of months, you will hear about the open 
board positions more and more.  We are an all-volunteer club, so your interest and involvement is 
greatly appreciated.   
 

It’s summertime! 
Summer boating is in full swing.  This is the time of year we all have been waiting for.  The weather is 
great and many of you are out on extended trips as part of your summer vacations.  Many of you venture 
far north into remote destinations while others stay closer to home enjoying our beautiful San Juan 
Islands which is in our back yard.  Regardless of where you go, I wish you all fair winds and calm seas 
and I look forward to hearing about your cruising adventures.   
 
 
Jeff Marrs 
Rear Commodore 
Catawba 

Rear Commodore’s Report ...  
Jeff Marrs 
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Roche Harbor is a must-see if you are in the 
San Juans.  It has old, historic buildings with 
a story behind them, a fun and successful 
group of customers, and lots going on.  And, 
of course, a bar to watch baseball.   
 
The Madrona Bar and Grill sits right next to 
the deck, with views out to the marina.  They 
serve eight or so draft beers including Coors 
and Bud Light, Breaker Field 41 and a local 
Hefeweizen from Orcas Brewing.  They sport 
a 42-inch TV and are happy to turn on the 

Mariners.  They also have a dinghy dock right next to the bar that can hold 
around 15 dinghies. 
 
The bar has been fixed up over the last few years but still retains the original charm.   You will probably enjoy the 
use of the new bathrooms, unless you wax nostalgic for the the old metal trough. 
 

One of the more interesting things about The Madrona Bar is the staff.  They 
are always the same folks year after year. And they come from all over the 
world.   Jimmy comes from Langford, Ireland.  The husband-and-wife team 
of John and Carla come from Bozeman, Montana and Chile.  And Adriana 
heralds from Tennessee.  Practically the whole staff packs up and moves to 
Park City, Utah in October 
and serves the skiers.   
 
Bring lots of money; they are 
not giving this stuff away.  I 
love this stop.  Try the lamb 
burger or the 
huckleberry  BBQ ribs.   It 
gets my highest rating-- five 
out of five dinghies.  

Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...  
Glen Beam 
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Aug 13-14 @ Sucia 

Welcome to Survivor Sucia! We are looking forward to a fun, exciting, family event, where member of all ages 

can participate. 

Thursday 

• 10:00  Big boats land on the dock. Contact Lindee if you can help! 

Friday  

• 6:00  BYOB and potluck appies on the dock. 

Saturday 

• 8:00  coffee and eye openers on the dock. 

• 10:30  auction of the tiki idols on the dock for the race with a cash prize for the winner of race. 

• 11:00-12:00   decorate the tiki idol that groups have purchased.  Please bring items to decorate with.  We 

are having a short amount of time to do this as we have a full afternoon of fun planned. 

• 12:30   race begins 

• 2:00  gather at shelter to begin selection of team for "Survivor Sucia".  Teams 

will be made and team names will be given out. 

• 2:30 let the games begin!  Good luck to all and have fun! 

• 6:00  potluck dinner in picnic shelter area.  We have decided not to do clams 

for something different this year, so we are dividing the alphabet as follows. 

• A-I  Hot dish. J-R  Salad. S-Z  Dessert 

The Yacht Club loves having members bring guests, so it's always nice if you could bring another dish, (of 

your choice), as we will all be ready to eat a big meal after such fun activities. Just a note: many members like 

to bring their own plates and utensils.  We will have paper and plastic silverware along with napkins if you 

need them. Gather around the campfire after dinner where we will give out the results on the afternoons 

games. If anyone can bring a few pieces of wood would be awesome. 

8:00  Sunday morning coffee and eye openers on the dock and compare sore muscles. 

This is going to be fun, looking forward to seeing you!  
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Sep 10 @ Clubhouse 

Mark your calendars! The Past Commodores’ Barbecue is scheduled for 

Sept 10, and the menu will include grilled salmon, cheesy potato casse-

role, garlic bread, and Caesar salad. Hosted by your ever faithful and pre-

sent past commodores. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Sep 24-25 @ Cap Sante 

Bikers, babes, and boats. Join the thousands of bikers in Anacortes for this annual event on Commercial Ave-

nue for a bit of local biker culture. 

 

Photo by Linda Beam 
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Oct 22 @ Clubhouse 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Nov 5 @ Clubhouse 
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P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swi nomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

 
Shaunna Marrs 

Ship’s Store Manager 

 

 

 

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 
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