
Channel Marker 

It is hard to believe that December is upon us, and 
this will be the last report that I write as your 
Commodore. I was honored and excited to step 
into the chairs, but I had limited experience to 
draw on for this task. Thanks to so many peoples’ 
patience and guidance, I have grown as a person 
and gained knowledge that I will keep with me for 
a lifetime.   

The year began with putting the finishing touches 
on our clubhouse lease restructure with the Port of 
Skagit. This was a huge feat, and will allow us to 
weather economic downturns. In a nutshell our 
lease is now based upon membership instead of 
CPI. Many thanks to Jeff Toycen, Steve Hoeft, 
Randy Ayers and Shannon Hugel who brought this 
to fruition, and all of their guidance throughout the 
year.  

Our membership has grown heartily this year, and it has been a pleasure to welcome 
you all aboard! This year we welcomed ten new members and three members 
rejoining after an absence. In addition we welcomed two more at the November 
general membership meeting and crab feed: Steve and Jackie Irish and Darrin and 
Barbara Hoy. Please give our new members a hearty SYC welcome at the next event 
you attend!  

Every event I attended the first year I joined the club, I did not think we could have 
more fun. And at every event, as we got to know the membership, the more fun we 
had. This year was no exception. From hitting marshmallows for the longest drive at 
Steak Fry, to attending my first Clam Bake, we averaged an attendance of 30 boats at 
our on the water events. Our Clubhouse events have also drawn great crowds. At each 
event when it was my time to speak, I scanned the room with everybody abuzz in 
conversation and thought to myself, what a great club. Thank you to all that hosted 
events this year, each one has truly been spectacular! 

Finally I would like to thank our Board of Directors for all of your hard work that you 
do to keep our club successful. I would like to express our sincere appreciation to 
Bobbie Arthur, our outgoing secretary, for her years of service. I would also like to 
thank our outgoing Reciprocity director Mike and Linda Rawls for bringing us into 
the 21st century and introducing us to yachtdestinations.org. If you have not checked 
it out, please do. It is a great tool to use before and during your cruise.  And lastly I 
would like to thank my wonderful first mate for all of his patience, help, and support.   

It has been an honor to be at the helm of our club. I am proud of where our club is 
and am very confident that our future is secure in the capable hands of the upcoming 
leadership. I thank you all for this wonderful opportunity, and look forward to many 
more great times with you all on, and off, the water! 

Tessa Aydelotte  
Commodore 
Docktails 

Commodore’s Log ...  
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We are proud to present our 2015 Boating Family of 
the Year: Cryss. and Jeff Toycen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your contributions to the club and 
boating community! 

 



    

 

It seems like only yesterday that I was thinking about 
going through the chairs and some day becoming 
commodore of the Swinomish Yacht Club. It’s hard to 
believe that in just one month I will have the honor of 
being installed in the position of commodore.  As the vice 
commodore I get the privilege of making the schedule of 
events. For those of you that were not able to attend the 
fall general membership meeting, here are the planned 
events for the 2015 boating season. 
 
I would like to thank everyone who has volunteered to 
host an event for the 2015 boating season. If you would 
like to help host an event please contact one of the event 
chairs or myself anytime. I know that being a host of an 

event for the first time can be a bit overwhelming. Remember many hands make 
light work. 
 
Steve Hoeft  
Vice Commodore 

Vice Commodore’s Report ...  
Steve Hoeft 
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Date Event Place Hosts 

Jan 17-18 Winter cookout Blakely Island Beam, Graham 

Jan 24 Commodores Ball Clubhouse Aydelotte 

Feb 7 New membership breakfast Clubhouse Marrs 

Feb 7 Wizard Tournament Clubhouse Hoeft, Byrd 

Feb 28 Family Fun Night Clubhouse Amy Cox 

Mar 14 Spring General Membership Meeting Clubhouse Britt, Dellinger 

Mar 28 Bowling Extravaganza Friday Harbor Hoeft, Beam 

Apr 11-12 
Clubhouse Cleanup/Shakedown 

cruise 

Clubhouse & 

Cornet Bay 

Davission, John&Trish 

Aydelotte 

Apr 25 Music Appreciation Night Clubhouse Hoeft, Ayers, Lee, Baugh 

May 2 Opening Day (Jaws/70s Theme) Clubhouse Ayers, Lee 

May 16-

17 
Ladies Cruise Lopez Island Gundersen 

Jun 20-21 Steak Fry Lopez Island Kortum 

Jul 11-12 Kids Cruise Roche Harbor Erga 

Jul 17-18 Wine and Stein Cap Sante Stinson 

Aug 15-16 Clam Bake Sucia Island Marrs, Davisson, Sisk 

Sep 27 Oyster Run Cap Sante Group Event 

Oct 10 Past Commodores Salmon Barbeque Clubhouse Aydelotte 

Oct 24 Oktoberfest Clubhouse Graham 

Nov 7 
Fall Gen. Mem. Meeting and Crab 

Feed 
Clubhouse Sjostrom 

Dec 6 Christmas Decorating Party Clubhouse Board 

Dec 6 Reindeer Romp La Conner Women of SYC 

Dec 12 Lighted Christmas Boat Parade Clubhouse Davisson 



 

 

 

 

 

December is upon us, and I have my feet propped up while watching 
football highlights with the fireplace on while penning the rest of my 
highlights from a fabulous year of events. 

Your board hosted the Clam Bake this year, and it’s wonderful that 
the awesome powerhouse team of Marrs, Davisson, and Sisk will be 
hosting the Clam Bake in 2015. Other than someone stealing the 
firewood that yours truly chopped by hand in the dark with one hand 
tied behind my back while going uphill, the Clam Bake of 2014 was a 
great party late into the night. We also did some dinghy exploration 
and hiking at Matia Island—a real treat! I can’t wait to bring my 
grandson to a future Clam Bake. 

Wine-n-Dine was hosted by the fantastic Shaunna and auctioneer 
Jeff. The Marrs team entertained the attendees with excellent food and fun. They created the most 
thorough list of local events I had ever seen, and I hope that many were able to take advantage of what 
Anacortes could offer while Rob Raplee led us motorcyclists to the sunny beaches of Birch Bay. Part of 
the fun with boating all around the San Juans is experiencing the diverse urban, rural, resort, or secret 
anchoring areas. Part of the fun with combining boating and motorcycling is seeing the same place from 
land and water. 

All the favorite recipes came out for the Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ showcasing baked beans, ribs, 
salmon, and the fixings. Cryss. and Jeff led a crackerjack team of past commodores to cook, bake, and 
grill their way into the hearts and stomachs of SYC club members. This team included Wendy and Randy 
Britt, Marla & Steve Ries, Tracey & Shannon Hugel, Tessa & Tom Aydelotte, and more that helped to 
organize, clean, and tidy up after the party.  

It turns out that the best treat for Halloween is cake! Specifically, an 8-layer German Chocolate cake and 
an enormous chocolate sheet cake walked out by Brent on a cart to honor and celebrate Gretchen’s 
birthday.  I enjoyed playing tunes until everybody was tired of dancing late until the wee hours. 

According to my sources, Tessa and Steve ran an efficient Fall General Membership meeting while 
Shellie and Jerry Highet hosted a fabulous crab feast. 

December is a tremendously busy month, so don’t forget to squeeze in the SYC events into your holiday 
season. Join us for the Reindeer Romp on Dec 6, help decorate the clubhouse and watch the Seahawks 
game on Dec 7, and invite your boat neighbors (even if they’re not part of the club) and bring a dessert to 
the Christmas Boat Parade on Dec 13. We’d love to see the whole channel with more boats decorated 
with lights. Afterwards, we can lounge and talk about future boating events over eggnog and dessert by 
the fireplace. 

Randy Ayers  
Rear Commodore 
Mojito 

Rear Commodore’s Report ...  
Randy Ayers 
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A hearty welcome the club members that have 
stepped up to be new board members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Marrs, Membership 

Craig Sjostrom, Secretary 

Mike Sisk, Port Captain 

Bob Davisson, Rear Commodore 

Ben Biggers, Reciprocity 
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Nov 8 @ Clubhouse 

Thank you to Shellie and Jerry Highet for hosting an excellent crab feed! Also, many 
thanks to the many volunteers to help clean, 
cook, and cool the crabs on Friday night. Many 

hands really 
do make light work! 
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        Dec 6 @ La Conner 

Attention SYC first mates! It's back! After a few years hiatus, the Reindeer Romp 
returns! 

Join hostesses Tracey Hugel and Linda Beam for a fun-filled day of Christmas shopping 
in La Conner with other SYC ladies. 

Bring, or have your skipper bring, your boat (or just join us) to the reciprocal dock 
Saturday, December 6 for mimosas and a light breakfast on Copacetic around 10 a.m. 

Share your favorite champagne with us. Then we will romp to Hellam's for wine tasting and then proceed to shop the 
shoppes of La Conner (reindeer antlers mandatory!) and perhaps stop for a refreshment along the way. In past years, 
this unevent has been a lot of fun and really gets you in the Christmas spirit! 

Questions? Call Tracey Hugel (360-420-4666) or Linda Beam (360-708-8429). See you there with your antlers on! 

 

 

 

                                 Dec 7 @ Clubhouse 

Join us at the clubhouse for the breakfast of champions (bacon and eggs!) at 9am and let’s 
decorate the clubhouse with trees, lights, wreaths, reindeer, tinsel. Then, we’ll cheer on the 
Seahawks to a win over the 49ers at 1:25pm. 

Don’t forget to bring an ornament with your boat name on it for our tree! It’s wonderful to 
see our big tree decorated with memories of the past and memories that we’ll make out on 
the water. 
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Dec 13 @ Clubhouse 

Theme: Festival of lights 

Dust off your Christmas decorations and glue/tie/wrap them onto your 
boat. This event is open to anyone with a boat, anyone that is a guest of 
someone with a boat, or anyone really. Invite everyone for a fun-filled time! 

• 3-5pm — Registration for Boats in the Parade  

• 5pm —Captains’ Meeting ( mandatory )  

• 6pm —Parade Begins  

• 8-ish— Potluck Dessert Bar, Music, & Dancing  

• BYOB—Club will provide mixer    

There is a rumor that Santa Claus may be making an appearance, so be 
sure to bring along the kids, grandkids or the kids-at-heart!    

Please RSVP to Randy Ayers randyayers@comcast.net or (206) 920-5133.  

 

 

 

  

 

              

 

Bring cash for the 

gift basket raffle! 
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Holiday Food Drive 

Please bring non-perishable food items to the Christmas Party on Dec.13th. Items always needed 
include the following: 

• Canned goods, veggies ,soups, etc...... 

• Boxed items, rice, beans, potato's, stuffing etc......  

• Paper products, diapers, paper towels, toilet paper..... 

• Cash is always welcome ! 

 

Let's help fill the shelves of the La Conner Food Bank this Holiday Season. Thanks to all.  Merry 
Christmas! 

Photos for the club yearbook/roster 

New members, do you have a photo that you want to appear in the 2015 SYC Membership Roster? 
Members, do you want to change out their existing photo for a different one? 

Please send your photos to Michael Arthur at michael@macreativeco.com 

Gift basket raffle at the Christmas Party 
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Jan 17 @ Blakely Marina 

The Grahams and Beams are 
hosting an outdoor cookout at 
Blakely Island  Marina.  We have 
reserved the open-air patio for 
Saturday January 17th.   

Everyone can bring something to 
cook and cook with (Dutch ovens work best).   The 
cooking starts at noon and will continue all day.  We 
really need firewood-lots.    

No need to call the marina to get moorage.  We have  
it reserved already.  If you don't head home on 
Sunday, you can head over to Lopez Islander Resort 
to watch the NFL playoffs and get in the hot tub.  

Monday is a national holiday.    

 

For more information, call Glen 
at 360-708-8539 or Ray at 425-
765-0092.  
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Jan 24 @ Clubhouse 

 

 

 

 

Social 6:00pm        

Dinner 7:00pm 

Prime Rib Dinner catered by Doc’s Marina Grill and live music by The Encounters 

Attire: Tropical formal (Think Tommy Bahama) 

$45 per person 

$10 for children under 15 

Reservations are required. Please RSVP by January 2nd to Tessa Aydelotte tessa@docsgrill.com or 206-
914-1718.  

 

 

Look for a formal 
invitation in your 
post mailbox soon! 

 

 

 

 

 



P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swi nomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

 
Phil Fusselman 

Ship’s Store Manager 

 

206-406-3200 

 

 

You can now pay on-line 

using PayPal! 

CHECK OUT SHIP'S STORE 

For all new members in the last six months, special low pric-

ing on selected items from the ship’s store! 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 
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