
Channel Marker 

Wow, I can hardly believe that this is my last newsletter 
article. It’s hard to believe that I have been writing articles 
for three years, it went fast.  I would like to start off this 
month’s article to thank all the people that made this year 
such a huge success.  

Thanks to all the board for taking time to come to meetings 
and keep this club functioning, I know it can be a juggling 
act to try and attend the meetings. I can’t tell you how 
pleased Lynn and I are with how everything went so 
smoothly this year.  

I would like to thank all the members who hosted events 
during the 2015 season, your dedication and clever ideas 
saved the club lots of dollars when it really mattered. Some of 
you were not at the November General Membership meeting to hear that to date we 
have only spent around $600 on events this year. Most of you probably don’t realize 
that we budget almost $7,000 a year for events. Shipwreck days sale really helped 
with this number as well as the many raffles we had through the year. Again I would 
like to thank all that helped out to make this happen.  

Another place we saved some money was by cutting expenses with the clubhouse. 
Your board of directors worked really hard to go through what is being spent and ways 
we can cut back. To all the membership, thank you for being so supportive throughout 
the year. You are the Swinomish Yacht Club!  I want to also send a special thanks to 
Josh and Jodi Ellingson for helping us get the clubhouse painted, this was a big 
project and we could not have done it without you and also with the members who 
pitched in to help. Thank you all!  

We have some upcoming maintenance on the building in next few years; I am 
counting on the members to help keep our house standing tall for many more years.  I 
am very confident that the Swinomish Yacht Club will continue to find new ways to 
strengthen and continue our traditions for many, many more years with the 
leadership of next year’s Commodore Randy Ayers and his board. And last, I would 
like to give a special thanks to my admiral to whom I would not have made it through 
these last few years without her love and support! Thanks Lynn!  

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for January 23rd change of watch ceremony. 
Social hour will start at 6:00 pm, dinner at 7:00 pm catered by La Conner Prime Rib 
and Seafood House. Around 8:15 I will start the changing of the guard ceremony and 
introduction of the 2016 officers and directors. Around 9:00 pm we will be 
entertained by Jenny and the Tomcats!   

Lynn and I would like to wish everyone Happy Holidays, and prosperous New Year! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Steve Hoeft  
Commodore 
Slip Away 
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Jan 17-18 Winter cookout 

Jan 24 Commodores’ Ball 

Feb 7 Wizard Tournament 

Feb 28 Family Fun Night 

Mar 14 New membership breakfast 

Mar 14 Spring General Membership  

Mar 28 Bowling Extravaganza 

Apr 11-12 Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown 

Apr 25 Music Appreciation Night 

May 2 Opening Day 

May 16-17 Ladies Cruise 

Jun 20-21 Steak Fry 

Jul 11-12 Kids Cruise 

Jul 17-18 Wine and Stein 

Aug 15-16 Clam Bake 

Sep 26-27 Oyster Run 

Oct 10 Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ 

Oct 24 Oktoberfest 

Nov 7 Fall General Membership 

Dec 6 Christmas Decorating Party 

Dec 6 Reindeer Romp 

Dec 12 Christmas Boat Parade 

Sep 19 Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ 
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Date Event Place Hosts 

Dec 6 Christmas Decorating Party Clubhouse Board 

Dec 6 Reindeer Romp La Conner Women of SYC 

Dec 12 Lighted Christmas Boat Parade Clubhouse Davisson 

Join us at the clubhouse or an on-the-water event. Invite a neighbor, bring your fam-

ily, or bring just yourselves. Some events are tried-and-true-traditional, and others 

Do you know that feeling of opening boxes and not knowing what’s in 

them? It literally is Christmas when you can join the party at the club-

house, haul out boxes full of Christmas decorations, and hang them up.  

Dec 6—Clubhouse deco-

rating 

Dec 6—Reindeer romp 

Dec 12—Boat parade: 

Christmas in the islands 



 

 

 

 

 

Hi everyone,  

Thanks to everyone for making 2015 a great year! We had some of the best 
turnouts for events ever! I’m hoping for even better in the years to come.  

There are still some events waiting for hosts, so don’t forget to check the calendar 
and pick an event. 

Invoices for next year where handed out at the Fall general membership meeting, 
and for those of you that didn’t attend, you will receive yours in the mail. 

One thing that was left off was RBAW dues. If you wish to contribute to RBAW, 
please include an additional $20.   

The Christmas boat parade will be our last club event of the year. We are hoping for good turnout and 
good weather too. Clubhouse decorating is December 6th, so feel free to stop by and lend a hand, and 
bring your ornament for the tree.  

That is all. Signing off until next year. 

Randall Ayers  
Vice Commodore 
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Do you ever think about how the freezer in the garage is a little like an attic?  We 
all do it, put stuff in there and forget about it until we find it a couple of years later 
as we’re looking for the salmon or steaks or pizza.  Well, the last of the turkey is 
being stuffed into a freezer bag for use in a turkey helper dish sometime later in 
2017.  You know the dish, the one that contains cream of mushroom soup, egg 
noodles, peas, carrots, and onions to hide the freezer burnt flavor of the now two 
year old turkey that was placed into freezers all across the country with good 
intentions for use after the tryptophan comas wore off.  That, my friends, is the 
time of year in 2015 that we are passing through right now, the part where we are 
stuffing the turkey into the freezer for use in two years. 

That can mean only one thing, that the Christmas Boat Parade is just around the corner.  December 12th 
is the date that should be marked on your calendar for the Christmas in the Islands event.  This is one of 
two events where you get to use your full imagination in dressing up your boat.  Some will be outrageous 
(remember being covered in lights, dancing on the forward deck of Twice the Beam in 16 degree weather 
Lisa G), and some will be classics like Wanderlust and Sea Byrd in 2014.  Remember, it is a Chamber of 
Commerce moment for the town of La Conner, and we want to be sure that all who see us will know that 
we aren’t just another stuffy yacht club.   

This year there will be a Taco Bar with a Tip Jar available for those that are working so hard on their 
decorations that they don’t have time for fixing lunch/dinner before the cruise up and down the Channel.  
That will be available from 2-5 PM at the clubhouse.  The standard Captains meeting will be held at the 
clubhouse at 5.  That is where the numbers for your boats can be picked up and registered, too.  Then, 
after we all get back from the parade we will have a myriad of desserts to choose from to replace all of the 
calories that we spent prepping our boats and cruising the Channel.  We can only do the dessert potluck, 
however, as long as everyone brings a dessert, so be sure to plan for that as well.   

I’ve been in touch with the Jolly Fellow from the North Pole and it is his full intention to make an 
appearance this year, too!  Apparently we are still on the nice list, so if you would like to have a photo 
with him, or you have children that would like to hang out and chit chat with the dude in the red suit, 
please bring them along.   

Last but definitely not least, in light of the season of giving, please bring a donation of non-perishable 
food items that we can donate to the local food bank to the party.  This can be a tough time for many and 
every little bit helps out at places like the food bank for sure. 

So far in 2015 we have had a really great time at our events, so let’s try and close out the year with 
another fun time on the water and at the clubhouse.   

Bob Davisson  
Rear Commodore 
Happy Day 

Rear Commodore’s Report ...  
Bob Davisson 
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Thank you to Elizabeth and Craig Sjos-

trom for hosting an excellent Crab Feed 

and Fall General Membership Meeting. It 

was well-attended with over 50+ happy 

and well-fed people. Hope to see the rest of 

you at the next clubhouse event! 
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Dec 

6, 2015 

Attention SYC first mates! 

Join hostess Linda Beam for a fun-filled day of 

Christmas shopping in La Conner with other SYC la-

dies for the annual Reindeer Romp.  

Bring, or have someone bring, your boat to the recip-

rocal dock Sun., Dec. 6 for mimosas on Twice the 

Beam around 10:30 am-ish (bring champagne). Then 

we'll head to Hellam's for wine tasting and proceed to 

shop the shops of La Conner (reindeer antlers man-

datory!) and perhaps stop at Sips for more tasting. 

Then it's off to help the guys decorate the SYC clubhouse for Christmas. 

This event is always a lot of fun and really gets you in the holiday mood. 

For more info., phone Linda Beam, (360) 708-8429.  

 

 

 

 

Dec 6, 2015 

Attention, SYC club members! 

Join host Bob Davisson for a fun-filled day of Christmas 

decorating in La Conner with other SYC members for the 

annual Christmas Clubhouse Decorating event. 

Bring yourselves, an ornament with your name and boat 
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December 12, 2015 

Theme:  Christmas in the Islands 

It’s time to use your creative thinking caps for this year’s Christmas Pa-

rade theme.  As we did last year, this event is open to anyone with a 

boat.  If you know of someone that is in your marina wishing that they 

could participate in an event like this, invite them along for this very ex-

citing and fun time.                                                                                                            

 

2-5 PM –Taco Bar with a Tip Jar at the Clubhouse 

5 PM – Captains meeting at the Clubhouse (Mandatory)  

6 PM – Parade Begins 

7:30-ish – Dessert Potluck Bar, Music, and Other Fun Family Activities 

BYOB – Club will provide mixer 
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January 23, 2016 

Social hour: 6pm 

Dinner:  7pm catered by La Conner Prime Rib 

and Seafood House 

Ceremony: ~8:15pm 

Dancing: 9pm by Jenny and the Tomcats 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Beams are hosting an outdoor cookout at Blakely 

Island  Marina.  We have reserved the open-air patio for 

Saturday January 16th.   

Everyone can bring something to cook and cook with 

(Dutch ovens work best).   The cooking starts at noon 

and will continue all day.  We really need firewood-lots.    

No need to call the marina to get moorage.  We have  it 

reserved already.  If you don't head home on Sunday, 

you can head over to Lopez Islander Resort and get in 

the hot tub.  Monday is a national holiday.    

 

For more information, call Glen at 360-708-8539 
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Date Event Place Hosts 

Jan 16-17 Winter cookout Blakely Island Beam 

Jan 29-Feb 6 Seattle Boat Show Seattle N/A 

Jan 23 Changing of the Guard/Commodore’s Ball Clubhouse Hoeft 

Feb 6 New Membership Breakfast & Wizard Tour-

nament 

Clubhouse Membership Chair, Byrd 

Feb 27 Family Fun Night Clubhouse Ami Cox 

Mar 12 Spring General Membership Meeting Clubhouse Beam, Lee 

Mar 26 Bowling Extravaganza Friday Harbor Host needed 

Apr 9-10 Clubhouse Cleanup/Shakedown cruise Clubhouse & Cornet Bay Rear Commodore, John & 

Trish Aydelotte 

Apr 23 La Conner Pub Crawl & Music Appreciation 

Night 

Clubhouse Beam, Lee 

May 7 Opening Day Clubhouse Davisson 

May 21-22 Ladies Cruise Lopez Island Birney 

Jun 18-19 Steak Fry & Golf Tournament Lopez Island Roosa 

Jul 9-10 Kids Cruise Roche Harbor Erga? 

Jul 16-17 Wine and Stein & Shipwreck Days Cap Sante Host needed 

Aug 13-14 Sucia Campout Sucia Island Host needed 

Sept 10 Past Commodores Salmon Barbeque Clubhouse Hoeft 

Sept 24-25 Oyster Run Cap Sante No host 

Oct 22 Oktoberfest/Halloween Clubhouse Host needed 

Nov 5 Fall Gen. Mem. Meeting and Crab Feed Clubhouse Host needed 

Dec 3-4 Christmas Decorating Party Clubhouse Board 

Dec 3-4 Reindeer Romp La Conner Women of SYC 

Dec 10 Lighted Christmas Boat Parade Clubhouse Rear Commodore 



P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swi nomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

 
Shaunna Marrs 

Ship’s Store Manager 

 

 

 

You can now pay on-line 

using PayPal! 

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 
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