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Is it spring already? Can you believe it’s still January? The 
daffodils are coming up!  I need to get busy on my boating 
projects! I hope this sunny warm weather is a sign of things 
to come for the fast approaching boating season. I suspect 
we will get our normal blast of cold weather in the month of 
February. If it does get cold we have a couple of events that 
will be inside so you don’t have to be outside. Remember to 
reserve the dates February 7th for the Wizard Tournament 
and February 28th for Family Fun Night. Both of these 
events will be held at the clubhouse. While I’m on the 
subject of events I want to thank our Past Commodore Tessa 
and First Mate Tom for putting on a very fun and 
entertaining Commodores Ball.  The prime rib dinner was 
fabulous! The band “Encounters” were awesome, they even 
kept me on the dance floor, thanks Debbie! I want to thank everyone who attended 
this event; I truly appreciate all the support! The change of watch ceremony went very 
well; if you were at the event you saw the energy! I am looking forward to working 
with the board of directors throughout the coming year. 

The night before the Commodores Ball we had our first official board meeting for the 
2015 year. The January meeting usually takes a while because there are so many 
items that need to be addressed. One item we discussed was having an auction at the 
Spring General Membership Meeting.  A few years ago we had an auction that raised 
revenue for club with donated items from the membership. This is fun way to get 
some extra cash in the bank and for the membership to get some really nice items at a 
good price. Our membership director Jeff Marrs came up with a great idea, instead of 
having an auction at the clubhouse, “why not rent a booth at the Anacortes Ship 
Wreck Days”. This event happens to coincide with our July 17th-18th event the Wine 
and Stein in Anacortes at Cap Santé Marina. We will be posting the specifics of this 
event soon so please start going through your attics, garages for those items you no 
longer want and would like to donate to the club for this event. 

I would like to thank everyone who sent their 2015 dues in already. As you know the 
club depends on these due for our operating expenses. If you have forgotten to remit 
your dues please take a few minutes and get it done today. Thank you!                                                           

Steve Hoeft                                                                                                                                                                                             
Commodore                                                                                                                                                                             
Slip Away 
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Date Event Place Hosts 

Feb 7 Wizard Tournament Clubhouse Hoeft, Byrd 

Feb 28 Family Fun Night Clubhouse Ami Cox 

Mar 14 New membership breakfast Clubhouse Marrs 

Mar 14 Spring General Membership 
Meeting 

Clubhouse Britt, Dellinger 

Mar 28 Bowling Extravaganza Friday Harbor Hoeft, Beam 

Apr 11-12 Clubhouse Cleanup/Shakedown 
cruise 

Clubhouse & Cor-
net Bay 

Davisson, John & 
Trish Aydelotte 

Apr 25 Music Appreciation Night Clubhouse Hoeft, Ayers, Lee, 
Baugh 

May 2 Opening Day (Jaws/70s Theme) Clubhouse Ayers, Lee 

May 16-17 Ladies Cruise Lopez Island Gundersen 

Jun 20-21 Steak Fry Lopez Island Kortum 

Jul 11-12 Kids Cruise Roche Harbor Erga 

Jul 17-18 Wine and Stein Cap Sante Stinson 

Aug 15-16 Clam Bake Sucia Island Marrs, Davisson, 
Sisk 

Sep 27 Oyster Run Cap Sante Group Event 

Oct 10 Past Commodores Salmon Bar-
beque 

Clubhouse Aydelotte 

Oct 24 Oktoberfest Clubhouse Graham 

Nov 7 Fall Gen. Mem. Meeting and 
Crab Feed 

Clubhouse Sjostrom 

Dec 6 Christmas Decorating Party Clubhouse Board 

Dec 6 Reindeer Romp La Conner Women of SYC 

Dec 12 Lighted Christmas Boat Parade Clubhouse Davisson 

Join us at the clubhouse or an on-the-water event. Invite a neighbor, bring your fam-

ily, or bring just yourselves. Some events are tried-and-true-traditional, and others 

March Point. Located on the northern end of Fidalgo Island, Wilkes named it Sachem Point in 1841. Wilkdes did not 
include this name in his Narrative, but it is sohwn on his chart. Sachem is apparently a Massachusetts Indian name for 
"head chief". The current name honored Hiram Alfred March, who arrived in the Northwest in 1858. Born in Vermont in 
1853, March worked as a stone mason in New York and Boston. He moved to California in 1853 and Washington in 1858. 
In 1859, he claimed 160 acres on Fidalgo Island and moved his family to the farm four years later. At various times, he 
was a deputy sheriff, a contractor, a dairy farmer, Commodore of the Anacortes Yacht Club, and he became noteworthy 
for the cauliflower seed he raised in 1891. He died in 1905. The issue of the application came before the Washington State 
Board on Geographic names in 1976. Locals recommended applying the name tothe entire point or peninsula, from High-
way 20 northward, rather than simply the northern portion. In its September 24, 1976 meeting, the Board approved, 
Docket 211. The U.S. Board followed in late 1976. 



 

 

 

 

 

I just have two things to say. GO HAWKS! GO SYC! 

Randall Ayers  
Vice Commodore 
Mojito 
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The other day I was on my way home from work and was listening to a sports 
radio talk show. It was during one of the many commercial breaks that interrupt 
the ever so important discussions taking place around how the Seahawks could 
possibly defeat the juggernaut from New England in the Superbowl that a 
woman’s voice comes on and asks the question, “What’s the next big event just a 
few days away?” While honking at the person in front of me to let them know that 
I can actually see them watching some TV show that they are streaming on their 
phone while they are driving in hopes that they would focus on the task at hand 
and catch up to the rest of the crowd 100 feet in front of them I was trying to 
understand why that lady on the commercial would as such a silly question when 

it was so obvious that she was referring to the Superbowl.  After all, the commercial was on a sports radio 
station and it would be ludicrous for her to talk about anything else, right?  Come to find out she pulled 
the old bait and switch routine on us and threw out that there is some holiday coming up called 
Valentine’s Day, which seemed ironic to me because that lady should already know that I actually 
provide the gift of my presence to my lovely bride every time I’m able to manage that traffic slog home 
after work.    

All kidding aside, don’t forget to celebrate with the love of your life when February 14th rolls around, and 
don’t let it be the only time that it happens this year either.  It’s always more fun to have happy couples 
at the SYC events much like we had at the Commodore’s Ball in January.  Tessa and Tom put together a 
really terrific shindig to turn the reins of SYC over to our very own Steve Hoeft as the 2015 Commodore 
on January 24th.  It was so much fun that my soulmate and I stayed up way past our bedtime to enjoy 
the full coronation.   

It’s always a great time when we get to see the change of offices and the recognition of new board 
members, witnessing all of our friends taking on roles of responsibility to guide our club safely into the 
future as a team.  Then there was the first dance of the new Commodore and his lovely wife Lynn to 
signal the start of the party.  

Not that I’m a voyeur or anything like that, but I really enjoy listening to the music and watching the 
truly gifted dancers on the dance floor.  Glen and Linda Beam, and Ed and Lindee Brooks are a lot of fun 
to watch and then there was the band.  The band was a lot of fun and inspiring enough to get me out of 
my chair and shuffle around a bit out on the dance floor.  We even saw Craig and Elizabeth Sjostrom get 
up a few times, not that anyone was counting.  It appeared that a 
good time was had by all as things began to wind down at around 11 
or so.  

So when is the next event you ask? For February, both before and 
after Valentine’s Day, there is going to be a Wizards Tournament 
sponsored by the Hoefts and the Byrds on the 7th, and then on the 
28th there will be a Family Fun Night brought to us by Ami Cox.  
Both will be great opportunities to get to know each other and have 
a lot of fun as well.  Come and join in and help make the newer 
members know that they made a great choice in joining our club.  
Thanks for helping make this the best yacht club to be a part of.  

Bob Davisson  
Rear Commodore 
C-lassie 

 

Rear Commodore’s Report ...  
Bob Davisson 
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Thank you to everyone who participated in our January Blakely Island event. We had 8 boats and 17 people take part. 
The event can only be described as--TOO MUCH! Everyone cooked too much food (particularly Ray and Lisa Graham 
as they brought enough for everyone to make their own pizzas and appetizer)--we ate it all. Too much firewood--we 
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Past Commodore Tessa and First Mate Tom transformed the clubhouse into a meat feast and dance party 
on a tropical beach oasis. Many people had the best prime rib ever followed by hours of dancing and 
partying. We’re glad that so many were able to see the 2015 board introduced to the membership as well. 
Here’s to excellent boating in 2015! 
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WIZARD Card Game Tournament 

Saturday, February 7, 2015 

2:00 p.m. 

Come out and play ‘the ultimate game of trump’ 

 

Whether you are an experienced player or would like to learn, here is your opportunity to 
have some fun and find out which of your fellow Yacht Club members have that killer 
instinct.   

 

Buy-In is $10 each – all to be returned to the players with cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
place.  Be sure to bring plenty of quarters for the swear jar (or $1.00 bills if you’re 
anything like the host). 

 

The Club will supply table treats, coffee, and mixers.  Please bring anything else you would 
like to enjoy as a beverage. 

 

If you’d like to learn how to play or are just in need of a refresher, visit 

http://www.fun-adult-party-games.com/wizard-card-game.html 

 

There is also a Wizard Card Game App so you can play on your favorite device. 

Questions?  Suggestions?  Want to Help?   

Contact Debbie Byrd at 509-929-5970 or 

Feb 28 @ Clubhouse 

Bring the kids. Bring the family.  Ami Cox is hosting a family event at the clubhouse on 
Saturday, Feb 28. The event begins around noon on Saturday.  Bring your sleeping bag, tents, 
and air mattresses to spend the night. There will be games, art projects, music, a fire, 
marshmallows, pizza, and much much more.  This is the fifth time Ami has put this on, and it is 
always a lot of fun.  Please bring snacks, soda, and firewood if you can.  
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Mar 14 @ Clubhouse 

Join us Saturday March 14th at 9am at the clubhouse for a new member welcoming breakfast.  
Everyone is invited to come welcome our new members to our yacht club and enjoy a pancake 

breakfast.  Everything is being provided for breakfast so bring your appetites.  Help us show new 
members why our yacht club is the best around! For more information, contact Jeff Marrs at 

jeff1721@gmail.com  

 

Mar 14 @ Clubhouse 

Laissez les bons temps rouler….Let the good times roll!Laissez les bons temps rouler….Let the good times roll!Laissez les bons temps rouler….Let the good times roll!Laissez les bons temps rouler….Let the good times roll!    

Please join us for the Spring General Membership meeting at the Swinomish Yacht Club! 

We will be serving Classic 

Seafood gumbo, 

jambalaya, scrumptious 

cornbread, beignets ,and 

apple pie a la mode. 

Live music by Jumbled 

Pie! 

SYC ClubhouseSYC ClubhouseSYC ClubhouseSYC Clubhouse    

$15 per person$15 per person$15 per person$15 per person    

March 14March 14March 14March 14thththth, 2015, 2015, 2015, 2015    

Mar 7 @ Clubhouse 

Join a merry band of  crafters for a day of lure tying, polishing, quilting, fire stoking, coffee/wine/beer drinking, 
crocheting, knitting, painting, drawing, and other crafty activities. Contact Cryss. Toycen at 
downeasy@frontier.com 



In November the Kortums and the Pfosts traveled to Belize for a wonderful two week vacation. We all had a great 

time and enjoyed the Central American environment (warm weather and 83 degree water)! Of course we took a 

SYC burgee with us to mark our visit. After a few days of evaluating various options, which included determining 

that there was no yacht club on Ambergris Caye. We choose the leave our mark at a very fun and popular beach 

bar in San Pedro, Crazy Canucks. The owners were thrilled and immediately mounted our precious burgee in a 

prominent spot just above the bar. 



P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swi nomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

 
Phil Fusselman 

Ship’s Store Manager 

 

206-406-3200 

 

 

You can now pay on-line 

using PayPal! 

Check out the Fashion Show 

at the Membership Meeting! 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 
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