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Randall Ayers

Hi Everyone,
2016 is fully underway, and your editorial staff (Michael
Arthur) is busy compiling the yearbook. We have a big push
to make sure all members are included, along with their
picture. The target is no “burgee pictures”. Please take a
moment and look at last years yearbook to see if your
information is correct and your picture is recent.
Any changes, or pictures should be submitted to the
membership director by either emailing
membership@swinomishyachtclub.org or snail mail (USPS)
to P.O. Box 602 La Conner, WA 98257. Submission deadline
is February 8th, so time is of the essence.
Our event calendar is full, but we are still looking for hosts for a few events. These
events still need hosts:
Sucia Island Campout (Clam bake?) August 13-14
Oktoberfest/Halloween – Clubhouse October 22
Fall General Membership Meeting and Crab feed– Clubhouse November 5
Reindeer Romp (Clubhouse decorating) – Clubhouse December 3
Dan and Rebecca Irish along with Mary Lee and myself will be representing SYC at
this year’s Seattle boat show Burgee Bash. This event is put on by the Boat Show
organizers, to help promote yacht club membership throughout the region. I think
this is the first year that they have put this event on, so we’re not sure exactly what to
expect. We were asked to bring a burgee to share.
One last thing. I want to thank everyone that has renewed for 2016.
And for those of you that have yet to renew, it is that time of the year when you need
to break out that checkbook and renew your membership. It really helps the club
volunteers that are compiling members for the yearbook, and also helps the board
with budget projections for events, clubhouse maintenance, and capital
improvements. Again, we are hoping to have everyone renewed for the yearbook cut
off of February 8th. The time is nigh!
Thanks everyone!
Randall Ayers
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Officers
Randall Ayers
Commodore
Bob Davisson
Vice Commodore

Join us at the clubhouse or an on-the-water event. Invite a neighbor, bring your family, or bring just yourselves. Some events are tried-and-true-traditional, and others
Date

Event

Place

Hosts

Jan 16-17

Winter cookout

Blakely Island

Beam

Jan 29-Feb 6 Seattle Boat Show

Seattle

N/A

Jan 23

Changing of the Guard/
Commodore’s Ball

Clubhouse

Hoeft

Feb 27

Family Fun Night

Clubhouse

Ami Cox

Mar 12

New membership breakfast

Clubhouse

D. Irish

Mar 12

Spring General Membership Meeting

Clubhouse

Beam, Lee

Apr 2

Bowling Extravaganza

Friday Harbor

D & L Marrs

Apr 9-10
Joshua Ellingson
Fleet Medical Officer

Clubhouse Cleanup/Shakedown
cruise

Clubhouse & Cornet
Bay

Marrs, John &
Trish Aydelotte

Apr 23

Clubhouse

Beam, Lee

Jeff Saether
Facilities

La Conner Pub Crawl & Music Appreciation Night

May 7

Opening Day

Clubhouse

Davisson

Mary Lee
Newsletter

May 21-22

Ladies Cruise

Lopez Island

Birney

Jun 18-19

Steak Fry & Golf Tournament

Lopez Island

Roosa

Shaunna Marrs
Ship’s Store

Jul 9-10

Kids Cruise

Roche Harbor

Erga?

Jul 16-17

Wine and Stein & Shipwreck Days

Cap Sante

Irish

Aug 13-14

Sucia Campout

Sucia Island

Host needed

Dan Irish
Membership

Sept 10

Past Commodores Salmon Barbeque

Clubhousenot

Hoeft

Jenny Janda
Advertising

Sept 24-25

Oyster Run

Cap Sante

No host

Oct 22

Oktoberfest/Halloween

Clubhouse

Host needed

Nov 5

Fall Gen. Mem. Meeting and Crab
Feed

Clubhouse

Host needed

Dec 3-4

Christmas Decorating Party

Clubhouse

Board

Dec 3-4

Reindeer Romp

La Conner

Women of SYC

Dec 10

Lighted Christmas Boat Parade

Clubhouse

Marrs

Jeff Marrs
Rear Commodore
Steve Hoeft
Past Commodore
Cheryl Stinson
Treasurer
Craig Sjostrom
Secretary
Mike Sisk
Port Captain

Directors

Randall Ayers
Website

Brent Malone
Dockmaster
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Bob Davisson
Here we are in 2016 already. As a matter of fact, Steve Hoeft has already begun to plan for the Past
Commodore’s BBQ and Commodore Randy has led his first officers meeting. It was a cozy meeting
at the clubhouse in front of the warm and toasty fireplace. A great time was held by all, especially
Steve, since he could just sit back and relax while listening to the rest of us blather on.
One of the goals that we established at the meeting was that we would like to replace the burgee
placeholder in the directory with an actual picture of you and your significant other in time for the
2016 SYC Directory. Of course we need your help to do this and with the advent of email it is a
relatively simple thing to do, so here is what you need to do.
1.
Find your favorite photo of you and the Admiral of your ship and set it up on your
computer so that you can find it. Save it with a simple name like “Directory Photo” to make it easier
to find. Now if you have it on your phone and you can access your email from your phone then you
can use your phone for this as well. It can be done using the same process.
2.

Initiate an email to Michael Arthur—his email address is michaelbobbie@wavecable.com .
a.
In your email please let him know that your photo for the directory is attached (I’ll give you some instruction
for that next) and who is in the picture.
3.
To attach your photograph to the email you will need to find the selection at the top of the page labeled “Insert” and
click it. The next block that you will see will allow you to browse your computer to find the photo file that your picture is located
in. Hopefully you remember the name of the photo file. Click that file and it will attach to the email.
4.
Be sure again that your names are in the email so that Michael doesn’t have to try and figure out who is in the photo
and then send it off to him.
If you can get this to him by February 8th (like right away) this would help us complete that goal for this year. If not, then
Michael will use his artistic judgement to fill in the space. It would be best to have your lovely picture, though, so that we can
know who comes walking through the door at the next meeting.
THANKS FOR ALL OF YOUR HELP!!
Bob Davisson
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Jeff Marrs

As I am writing this article the commodore’s ball is behind us.
Unfortunately I had to miss the ball this year as I had a previous
commitment out fishing at Roche Harbor. As much as I missed being at the
ball I really enjoyed being out on my boat. There is something about the
islands in the winter on a nice day that doesn’t compare to anything else.
There is no one around, the wildlife is active and abundant and it really
makes you think of how lucky we all are to experience this boating landscape
right in our back yards.
For many of you the list of chores to do on your boat is growing. The
detailing, engine maintenance, haul outs, and the long list of repairs that
you noted from last boating season are lingering over your head with spring
sneaking up on your before you know it. Hey don’t sweat it we are all there
with you. Speaking of chores, the annual clubhouse cleanup is not too far away. This year the cleanup will be
happening on the morning of April 10th. Following the cleanup in the morning we will all jump in our boats and
cruise out to Cornet Bay for a shakedown cruise. Mark your calendars to attend this event. Our clubhouse is our
biggest asset and the more help we can get cleaning it up the faster it goes. In the coming months I will be sending
out emails and developing a work list. I promise we will make this a fun and productive day.
Other events coming up that you don’t want to miss is the Family Fun Night on February 27th at the clubhouse.
This is a great event for kids and kids at heart to hang out at the clubhouse, play games, have a camp fire, setup
your tent, play video games and eat pizza.
Also, mark your calendars for March 12th. That morning we will be having the new member’s breakfast. Last year
this was a great success for turnout and to welcome our new members into the club. Since our last breakfast, our
membership has grown significantly. Everyone is invited and encourage to come to this free breakfast to meet our
new members and socialize. Dan Irish our new membership director is hosting this event and will be sending out
more details to the membership as we get closer to the date. Following the breakfast in the evening is our spring
general membership meeting.
There is lots going on in the coming months so get your boats ready to go for another great boating season. See you
on the water.
Jeff Marrs
Rear
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Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...
Glen Beam

My goal this summer is to retire and visit every waterfront bar in
the Puget Sound by dinghy and watch a Mariners game on their
televisions. I have a great little inflatable dinghy that is 9’6” long, and
has a 15-horsepower Mercury 2-stroke outboard motor with electric
start.
My fantasy is to start in the San Juans at Roche Harbor Resort, hit
a different bar every day, camp out, and end up at Safeco Field (in a
bar, of course). I calculate there are about 100 waterfront
establishments to visit on my journey, so this could take a long time.
I already have some experience with this, but I have never crossed
big water like Rosario Strait. This makes me a little nervous, but what could possibly happen? Drown?
Oh, yeah, I want to write about my experiences, or blog it, or Youtube it. Or better yet, I could write about it for
the Channel Marker (Mary Pfost asked me to--yes, really). I figure I could become a restaurant and travel critic. I
could also rate my experience, giving each bar a rating--five dinghies being an outstanding experience, and one
dinghy being not so good.
I also have a fantasy of getting a sponsor for this endeavor. You know, like the Mariners, Budweiser, Mercury. I
asked a local bar in LaConner--a bar I have spent a considerable amount of money in--if they would sponsor me by
buying me a burger and a Coors Light in exchange for a glowing and smartly written review in the hugely popular
Channel Marker periodical. The owner wore not so much a look of surprise, but a look of sadness and
disappointment that a person that is employed by the pubic school system didn’t understand a basic economic
concept. That she, the restaurant owner, had just provided me a bar stool to sit on for three hours so I could watch
a Mariners game on her television while she served me delicious hot food and cold beverages, and that I wanted her
to somehow provide all these services for free. After she pointed out the flaw in my logic, I did indeed feel foolish.
She suggested I raise the money by fund-raising (or begging). If you want to sponsor me, send me a dollar on Pay
Buddy or beggingforburgersandbeer.com or something.
I won’t be able to take this trip until late summer, as I still need to finish the school year, so I thought I might
start off by rating some of the bars in LaConner. Please look for my article next month, where I will rate the suds
and Mariner opportunities of the Oyster and Thistle. It’s not exactly waterfront, but I haven’t been there, and I’m
curious about a bar that
openly advertises that they
serve thistles. Sounds risky!
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Firstly, a HUGE thank you to Lynn and Steve
Hoeft for organizing and hosting a beautiful and
delicious event! Additionally, thank you to all the
yacht club members and guests that attend the
2016 Commodore’s Ball. Jenny and the Tomcats
played a ridiculously fun set of tunes that kept people dancing all night! Finally, thanks to Michael Arthur for taking pictures all night! Here are a few
teasers.
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Thanks to everyone who attended the cookout at
Blakely Island Marina last month. We had the outdoor patio with a fireplace reserved for the weekend.
Seven boats with thirteen SYC members showed up.
We all enjoyed Lisa and Ray's pizza oven. Everyone
made their own pizzas on Saturday. Thanks to Ray
and Lisa Graham for providing all the ingredients
and equipment. Many members brought firewood--a
special thanks to Kenny and Babette Gundersen for
bringing half a cord.
Of course, we watched our Seahawks almost win. That was heart wrenching! We
enjoyed calm water going both ways. I
hope to see everyone again next year.
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Mar 12 @ Clubhouse
NEW DATE! Join us March 12 at 9am at the clubhouse for
a new member welcoming breakfast. Everyone is invited to
come welcome our new members to our yacht club and
enjoy a pancake breakfast.
Everything is being provided for breakfast so bring your
appetites. Help us show new members why our yacht club is
the best around!

Feb 27 @ Clubhouse
Bring the kids. Bring the family.
Ami Cox is hosting a family event at the clubhouse on Saturday, Feb 28.
The event begins around noon on Saturday.
Bring your sleeping bag, tents, and air mattresses to spend the night.
There will be games, art projects, music, a fire, marshmallows, pizza, and
much much more.
This is the sixth time Ami has put this on, and it is always a lot of fun.
Please bring snacks, soda, and firewood if you can.
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Mar 12 @ Clubhouse
Calling all cowboys! Wear your cowboy hats and
boots to the spring general membership meeting! Join your
fellow cowboys around the fire for camaraderie.
Location: SYC Clubhouse
Social hour: 5pm
Dinner: 6pm
Menu: beef stew, bean chili, cornbread, and boiled coffee
Cost: $5/pp, children under 12 free.
Limited beer and wine provided. If you are bringing guests, please let us know:
Mary mrl@leemr.com or Glen ghbeam@icloud.com

Apr 2 @ Friday Harbor

NEW DATE! Put on your bowling
shoes, your Tommy Bahama bowling
shirt, and pack your pink-swirl bowling ball for the annual SYC bowling extravaganza.
Please call the Port of Friday Harbor at
(360) 378-2688 for slip reservations.

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Channel Marker Editor & website
administrator: Mary Lee & Randy
Ayers
Published by
Tillinghast Postal & Business Center

Shaunna Marrs
Ship’s Store Manager

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store!

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

