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Steve Hoeft

Happy New Year to all! I am very excited and honored to
represent the Swinomish Yacht Club as commodore for
2015. As Commodore, I promise to do my best to keep the
club moving forward, just as the previous commodores have
done.
We have a full slate of events planned for the coming year.
Events are what get us noticed to by other boaters who are
looking for a yacht club to join. Please ask your fellow dock
neighbors who are not yet members to be your guest at one
of our events. This is a great way to keep the club growing. I
will continue to look for ways to keep the events fun for
everyone. I’d like to thank the members who have
volunteered to host events and step into board positions.
As I have mentioned before, if you want to get involved, please help by co-hosting an
event. Get involved with your fellow members, we are such a fun group and help is
always encouraged and appreciated.
It is that time of year again when dues payments need to be made. The dues are what
make it possible for our club to function, the ability to issue a yearly directory, and for
us to be able to enjoy events on the water and at our Clubhouse. With the addition of
PayPal being available, it is even easier to make your annual payment. Let’s get this
done early so the board can focus our efforts on growing the club.

Jan 17-18

Winter cookout

Jan 24

Commodores’ Ball

Feb 7

Wizard Tournament

Feb 28

Family Fun Night

Mar 14

New membership breakfast

Mar 14

Spring General Membership

Mar 28

Bowling Extravaganza

Apr 11-12

Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown

Apr 25

Music Appreciation Night

May 2

Opening Day

May 16-17

Ladies Cruise

Jun 20-21

Steak Fry

Jul 11-12

Kids Cruise

Jul 17-18

Wine and Stein

Aug 15-16

Clam Bake

Sep 27

Oyster Run

Oct 10

Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ

Oct 24

Oktoberfest

Nov 7

Fall General Membership

Dec 6

Christmas Decorating Party

Dec 6

Reindeer Romp

Dec 12

Christmas Boat Parade

With your support, I will do my best to keep our club headed in a positive direction; I
look forward to enjoying our great
calendar of events on and off the
water.
Steve Hoeft
Commodore
Slip Away
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Officers
Steve Hoeft
Commodore
Randall Ayers
Vice Commodore/website

Join us at the clubhouse or an on-the-water event. Invite a neighbor, bring your family, or bring just yourselves. Some events are tried-and-true-traditional, and others
are new events for this year. Try them all!

Bob Davisson
Rear Commodore

Date

Event

Place

Hosts

Jan 17-18

Winter cookout

Blakely Island

Beam, Graham

Jan 23Feb 1

Seattle Boat Show

Seattle

N/A

Craig Sjostrom
Secretary

Jan 24

Commodores’ Ball

Clubhouse

Aydelotte

Mike Sisk
Port Captain

Feb 7

Wizard Tournament

Clubhouse

Hoeft, Byrd

Feb 28

Family Fun Night

Clubhouse

Ami Cox

Mar 14

New membership breakfast

Clubhouse

Marrs

Mar 14

Spring General Membership
Meeting

Clubhouse

Britt, Dellinger

Tessa Aydelotte
Past Commodore
Cheryl Stinson
Treasurer

Joshua Ellingson
Fleet Medical Officer

Directors
Mar 28

Bowling Extravaganza

Friday Harbor

Hoeft, Beam

Mary Lee
Newsletter

Apr 11-12

Clubhouse Cleanup/Shakedown
cruise

Clubhouse & Cornet Bay

Davisson, John &
Trish Aydelotte

Ben Biggers
Reciprocity

Apr 25

Music Appreciation Night

Clubhouse

Hoeft, Ayers, Lee,
Baugh

Tom Aydelotte

May 2

Opening Day (Jaws/70s Theme) Clubhouse

Jeff Marrs
Membership
Jenny Janda
Advertising
Brent Malone
Dockmaster

Ayers, Lee

May 16-17 Ladies Cruise

Lopez Island

Gundersen

Jun 20-21 Steak Fry

Lopez Island

Kortum

Jul 11-12

Kids Cruise

Roche Harbor

Erga

Jul 17-18

Wine and Stein

Cap Sante

Stinson

Aug 15-16

Clam Bake

Sucia Island

Marrs, Davisson,
Sisk

Sep 27

Oyster Run

Cap Sante

Group Event

Oct 10

Past Commodores Salmon Barbeque

Clubhouse

Aydelotte

Oct 24

Oktoberfest

Clubhouse

Graham

Nov 7

Fall Gen. Mem. Meeting and
Crab Feed

Clubhouse

Sjostrom

Dec 6

Christmas Decorating Party

Clubhouse

Board

Dec 6

Reindeer Romp

La Conner

Women of SYC

Dec 12

Lighted Christmas Boat Parade

Clubhouse

Davisson
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Randall Ayers

2014 Astern
So many great events, so many new adventures. A great year, was 2014. We started with
the annual New Years Eve party at the Lopez Islander, as we do each year. Glen and Linda
Beam, and Dan and Rebecca Irish hosted this great event. Next on the January calendar
was the Winter Bon fire at Blakely Island , also hosted by the Beams. The Commodores
Ball was next. Also in January we Said goodbye to 2013 Commodore, Jeff Toycen, and
introduced our Commodore for 2014, Tessa Aydelotte. A wet and windy, but good time
was had by all at the February Fishing Derby and spa day, hosted by Cheryl and Steve
Stinson at Rosario. Ami Cox hosted the Family Fun night at the clubhouse in March. A
club favorite, each year, and this was no exception. The spring General Membership meeting host by Tracy and
Shannon Hugel was in March at the clubhouse. Always a “not to be missed” event when the Hugels host! The last
weekend of March was the Friday Harbor Bowling Extravaganza hosted by Shaunna and Jeff Marrs. Fantastic
turnout and lot’s of fun.
April brought the Clubhouse Cleanup and Shakedown cruise. The clean up was hosted by yours truly and the lovely
and talented Mary Lee. Trish and John Aydelotte took care of the cruise part with a huge turnout at Cornet Bay. In
May the club holds its opening day ceremonies. This year’s Vice Commodore, Steve Hoeft and his first mate, Lynn
Hoeft did a remarkable job that I’ll have a hard time duplicating next year. Thanks, brother! Again in May the
Ladies took to the water in an event hosted by Babette Gunderson and Linda Beam, at the Lopez Islander resort.
The 2014 Ladies Cruise was, as always, special. In June Cindy and Bob Davisson, along with Tessa and Tom
Aydelotte hosted the SYC Steak Fry and golf Tournament at the Lopez Islander Resort. Perfect weather, and
another splendid event!
Gretchen Erga once again hosted the always fun and popular Kids Cruise at Roche Harbor. Another great turnout
along with perfect weather. A dingy cruise through Deception Pass and around Fidalgo Island, another event
hosted by Steve Hoeft, was a big hit. Again the weather was excellent and good times were had by all. We had so
much fun at the Dingy Cruise, Glen Beam and Steve Hoeft suggested we do it again two weeks later, but this time
up the Skagit River. Sure. Why Not? Next up was the Sucia Island Clam Bake. The board stepped up and host this
event, and if I say so myself, it was fantastic, despite somebody stealing our firewood. No, I’m not over it yet…..
In September we all attended the Wine and Dine/Oyster Run at Cap Sante marina, in Anacortes hosted by Shaunna
and Jeff Marrs. Another super event with an auction that will be tough to top. Bikes and Boats. Love this event! In
October our Past Commodores all attended the Past Commodores Salmon BBQ held at the SYC Clubhouse.
Another successful event hosted by Jeff Toycen. Next up in October was the Halloween Party at the clubhouse.
Gretchen Malone stepped up and hosted again this year. Glen Beam was in charge of the fire. Shellie and Jerry
Highet hosted this years Crab Fest and Fall General Membership meeting at the clubhouse. Again, another
fantastic event. And in December we capped it off with the annual Clubhouse Holiday decorating and lighted boat
parade. As it is the responsibility of the rear commodore to host this event, this year was hosted by yours truly. This
is such a fun event; I would have done it anyway. The turn out was super with 17 boats, and the weather was
perfect. As with so many events, everyone pitched in and really made it easy,
2015 Ahead
If you take a moment to browse the calendar, you’ll see the 2015 event schedule is already posted, and starts in just
a couple of weeks! There will be something for everyone as always, so start your planning and join us on the water.
Randall Ayers
Vice Commodore
Mojito

Photos for the club yearbook/roster
New members, do you have a photo that you want to appear in the 2015 SYC Membership Roster? Members, do
you want to change out their existing photo for a different one? Send your photos to Michael Arthur at
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Bob Davisson

Hello SYC members and welcome to 2015. Many of you participated with us in
the events last year and helped us to make it a most memorable boating season.
We would like to thank you for all of the kind and supportive comments that all of
the event leaders received throughout the season.
Being the Port Captain last year helped prepare me for the actions that come with
the territory of being on the leadership team for the club, now the apprenticeship
begins for taking on the role of Commodore in a couple of years. Taking on the
Commodore role could be a daunting task for such a dedicated group of
participants as our club, and I can see why moving through the chairs is
progressive. With the nurturing of the full leadership team beginning last year I look forward to the
challenge of moving through the chairs and helping to move the SYC forward.
I want to thank all of you that have helped to make the Swinomish Yacht Club what it is today. We look
forward to continuing to grow our friendships and the common interests that we all have in boating.
Lastly, I would like to thank all of you for your kindness and helpful attitudes in helping each other here
in the club. Let’s continue to work together to make our club the best that it can be moving through
2015.
Bob Davisson
Rear Commodore
C-lassie

Dues are due
With the ringing in of the New Year, so comes time to remit your dues for the 2015 cruising sea-son!! The
functions of the club and events depend on your prompt payment of your dues. To those who have already sent
their dues checks in, thank you so much!!
As a reminder, here is the breakdown of dues for this year:
$336.00 SYC Dues for 2015 (5% increase over last year)
$20.00 RBAW-optional (Recreational Boaters Association of Washington)*
= $356.00
*The Recreational Boaters Association of Washington is a legislative lobbying association
representing recreational boating and your support is urged by the Swinomish Yacht Club.
Make your check payable (or PayPal) and remit to:
Swinomish Yacht Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Capital Improvement Fund
Several times in the past year,I have been approached by several members who wanted to donate funds to club in
addition to their membership dues/or Life members wishing to donate. This is a completely volunteer basis if you
feel so moved to do so.
Thank You,
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The ladies of SYC met to stomp and romp their way through town
all decorated and lit up with Christmas lights. A huge thanks to

hosts Tracey and Linda
for shepherding the
ladies for breakfast and
then
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Many boats, boaters, and spectators gathered to
participate and watch the Christmas Parade.
Thank you to the many people that helped to
decorate the clubhouse, decorated their boats,
donated cans to the food drive, made and brought
goodies for the dessert potluck, welcomed family
and friends aboard, and waved to the many
spectators on shore.
Here are a few photos. Photography by Elizabeth
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Winner of the Christmas
Boat Parade: Wanderlust
with Mike and Janine.

Santa was in town too!
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Jan 17 @ Blakely Marina
The Grahams and Beams are
hosting an outdoor cookout at
Blakely Island Marina. We have
reserved the open-air patio for
Saturday January 17th.
Everyone can bring something to
cook and cook with (Dutch ovens work best). The
cooking starts at noon and will continue all day. We
really need firewood-lots.
No need to call the marina to get moorage. We have
it reserved already. If you don't head home on
Sunday, you can head over to Lopez Islander Resort
to watch the NFL playoffs and get in the hot tub.
Monday is a national holiday.

For more information, call Glen
at 360-708-8539 or Ray at 425765-0092.
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24 @ Clubhouse

Past Commodore Tessa and First Mate Tom request the honor of your presence at the 2015 Commodores’
Ball and Changing of the Watch Ceremony honoring Commodore Steve Hoeft on January 24th, 2014 at the
Swinomish Yacht Club
Social 6:00 pm

Dinner 7:00pm

Prime Rib dinner catered by Doc’s Marina Grill
Live music by The Encounters, Attire: Tropical Formal
Reservations are required — $45 per person, $10 for children under 15

Please RSVP by
January 10th to
Tessa Aydelotte,
tessa@docsgrill.com,
206-914-1718
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Feb 7 @ Clubhouse
WIZARD Card Game Tournament
Saturday, February 7, 2015
2:00 p.m.
Come out and play ‘the ultimate game of trump’
Whether you are an experienced player or would like to learn, here is your opportunity to
have some fun and find out which of your fellow Yacht Club members have that killer
instinct.
Buy-In is $10 each – all to be returned to the players with cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place. Be sure to bring plenty of quarters for the swear jar (or $1.00 bills if you’re
anything like the host).
The Club will supply table treats, coffee, and mixers. Please bring anything else you would
like to enjoy as a beverage.

If you’d like to learn how to play or are just in need of a refresher, visit
http://www.fun-adult-party-games.com/wizard-card-game.html
There is also a Wizard Card Game App so you can play on your favorite device.

Questions? Suggestions? Want to Help?
Contact Debbie Byrd at 509-929-5970 or seasister39@gmail.com
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Feb 28 @ Clubhouse
Bring the kids. Bring the family.
Ami Cox is hosting a family event at the clubhouse on
Saturday, Feb 28. The event begins around noon on
Saturday.
Bring your sleeping bag, tents, and air mattresses to
spend the night.
There will be games, art projects, music, a fire,
marshmallows, pizza, and much much more.
This is the fifth time Ami has put this on, and it is always a lot of fun.

Mar 14 @ Clubhouse
Join us Saturday March 14th at 9am at the clubhouse for a new member welcoming
breakfast. Everyone is invited to come welcome our new members to our yacht club and
enjoy a pancake breakfast.
Everything is being provided for breakfast so bring
your appetites. Help us show new members why our yacht club is the best around!

Mar 14 @ Clubhouse
Join us Saturday March 14th for the Spring General Membership meeting hosted by the Dellingers and Britts. Feast
on Cajun food, get updates about the club, and plan your boating events for the year.

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Channel Marker Editor & website
administrator: Mary Lee & Randy
Ayers
Published by
Tillinghast Postal & Business Center

Phil Fusselman
Ship’s Store Manager
206-406-3200

CHECK OUT SHIP'S STORE
For all new members in the last six months, special low pricing on selected items from the ship’s store!
You can now pay on-line
using PayPal!

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

