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Randall Ayers

Hi Everyone and welcome to 2016!
I can tell you that I’m really excited about the coming year
with all the great events planned and many new members to
get to know too.
We welcome a new Rear Commodore Jeff Marrs, new
Membership Director Dan Irish and new Facilities Director
Jeff Saether, Welcome aboard!
Also I would like to thank departing Reciprocal Director Ben
Biggers for his service, hopefully we’ll get to see him and
Cathy out on the water again.
The remainder of the officers and directors have stepped up for another (at least)
year. A huge thanks to all of them.
If you as a member would like to get more involved with the club as an officer or
director, or in any other capacity, please feel free to contact me or any other board
member.
Our events again open up with the Winter Cookout Cruise to Blakely Island on
January 16-17 followed by the Commodore’s Ball on January 23, at the clubhouse.
Come and watch me wear the smelly hat of commandership, and join in the fun.
Watch your email for updates about events, and other get-togethers, such as the Boat
Show.
All the club events are posted on the website, and you can subscribe to our calendar so
all the events show up on your smart device. Pretty neat. Take a look at what we have
planned this year, and feel free to host any event that is not yet hosted.

Mar 12

Spring General Membership

Mar 26

Bowling Extravaganza

Apr 9-10

Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown

Finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t say something about our departing Commodore,
Steve Hoeft. Working with Steve for the last few years has been a wonderful
experience personally and his tireless efforts working to take the club in positive and
forward direction have made a huge difference as to where we are today. His will be
some very large shoes to fill, for sure.

Apr 23

La Conner Pub Crawl & Music Appreciation Night

I wish Steve and First Lady Lynn all the best and fair winds. Thank you!

May 7

Opening Day

May 21-22

Ladies Cruise

Jun 18-19

Steak Fry

Jul 9-10

Kids Cruise

Jul 16-17

Wine and Stein & ShipWreck Days

Aug 13-14

Sucia Campout

Sep 10

Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ

Sep 24-25

Oyster Run

Oct 22

Oktoberfest

Nov 5

Fall General Membership

Dec 3-4

Christmas Decorating Party

Dec 3-4

Reindeer Romp

Dec 10

Christmas Boat Parade

Randall Ayers
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Officers
Randall Ayers
Commodore
Bob Davisson
Vice Commodore

Join us at the clubhouse or an on-the-water event. Invite a neighbor, bring your family, or bring just yourselves. Some events are tried-and-true-traditional, and others
Date

Event

Place

Hosts

Jan 16-17

Winter cookout

Blakely Island

Beam

Jan 29-Feb 6 Seattle Boat Show

Seattle

N/A

Jan 23

Changing of the Guard/
Commodore’s Ball

Clubhouse

Hoeft

Feb 6

New Membership Breakfast

Clubhouse

Irish

Feb 27

Family Fun Night

Clubhouse

Ami Cox

Mar 12

Spring General Membership Meeting

Clubhouse

Beam, Lee

Mar 26

Bowling Extravaganza

Friday Harbor

Host needed

Joshua Ellingson
Fleet Medical Officer

Apr 9-10

Clubhouse Cleanup/Shakedown
cruise

Clubhouse & Cornet
Bay

Marrs, John &
Trish Aydelotte

Jeff Saether
Facilities

Apr 23

La Conner Pub Crawl & Music Appreciation Night

Clubhouse

Beam, Lee

May 7

Opening Day

Clubhouse

Davisson

May 21-22

Ladies Cruise

Lopez Island

Birney

Jun 18-19

Steak Fry & Golf Tournament

Lopez Island

Roosa

Jul 9-10

Kids Cruise

Roche Harbor

Erga?

Jul 16-17

Wine and Stein & Shipwreck Days

Cap Sante

Irish

Aug 13-14

Sucia Campout

Sucia Island

Host needed

Sept 10

Past Commodores Salmon Barbeque

Clubhousenot

Hoeft

Sept 24-25

Oyster Run

Cap Sante

No host

Oct 22

Oktoberfest/Halloween

Clubhouse

Host needed

Nov 5

Fall Gen. Mem. Meeting and Crab
Feed

Clubhouse

Host needed

Dec 3-4

Christmas Decorating Party

Clubhouse

Board

Dec 3-4

Reindeer Romp

La Conner

Women of SYC

Dec 10

Lighted Christmas Boat Parade

Clubhouse

Marrs

Jeff Marrs
Rear Commodore
Steve Hoeft
Past Commodore
Cheryl Stinson
Treasurer
Craig Sjostrom
Secretary
Mike Sisk
Port Captain

Directors

Mary Lee
Newsletter
Shaunna Marrs
Ship’s Store
Randall Ayers
Website
Dan Irish
Membership
Jenny Janda
Advertising
Brent Malone
Dockmaster
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Bob Davisson
It’s that time of year when we renew our membership to SYC. I remember the first year that we
received our request to renew and there was some mention of an extra fee for a group called RBAW
adding an extra $20 on the invoice. In my mind our yacht club dues were very reasonable but that
extra $20 was simply too much, until someone told me what RBAW was all about. RBAW the
acronym stands for Recreational Boating Association of Washington. They have been around since
before 1956 under different monikers but finally settled on RBAW in 1992. Fortunately for us,
someone had the foresight in the 1950’s to set up representation for the wide variety of boating
interests in our state to represent our causes to the state legislature and regulators. This is all well
and good and you might not have any trouble with sending an extra $20 for RBAW but we thought
that we might shed a little light on what they have done and continue to do for us.
Many of us enjoy traveling around the San Juans to the different islands and staying at the marinas
and parks set aside for us as boaters. One of our favorites is Sucia Island. In the 1950’s it was
popular for folks to buy property on the islands and build some sort of vacation cabin on it for their own little getaway from the
big city. This is how many of the remote islands became populated at that time. One of the first goals for what we now know as
RBAW was to purchase land on Sucia and provide it to the State for use as a marine park to prevent development of the area for
vacation cabins. The RBAW organization raised enough money to purchase the one half of the land and donated that to the
State. I know that I’m happy that they were able to accomplish that goal then for my enjoyment now. We will never know who
might have owned that property now if they hadn’t acted then, and we probably wouldn’t be able to enjoy it as we do today.
Today RBAW is working a multi-faceted program that works with many organizations to empower us to enjoy a really wonderful
pastime. Since our primary interest is here in the Puget Sound we tend to forget about the freshwater boating folks, but you can
be sure that RBAW is looking out for that group as well. Not only is there qualified leadership with a passion for boating at the
top of the RBAW organization, but their strength of forethought is developed from the feedback of the membership. Here are
some of the priorities that they are working on for 2016.

•

Establish a Recreation Resource Account (funded as “Boating Facilities Program”) appropriation in the 2016 Supplemental
Capital Budget for WA State.

•

Argue for Vessel Records Privacy—RBAW along with other boating organizations and the DOL will promote the passage of
the 2016 legislation to codify the confidentiality of vessel owner registration records—as it is currently provided for other
motor vehicle records.

•

Work on the Aquatic Invasive Species Program—currently $2 of the annual boater registrations is allocated to the Dept. of
Fish and Wildlife. The Washington DFW has done what they can to work within the confines of this budget and a skeletal
staff, but they are at a breaking point. They have determined that they need to increase their budget to about 10-fold but
that they need the support to come from sources outside of the state general fund and RBAW. RBAW is working with them
as much as possible to strengthen their financial position.

•

Contest the no discharge zone proposed by the Department of Ecology. The DOE continues to try and designate the
entirety of Puget Sound as a “No Discharge Zone”. RBAW is working on piloting some potential target areas. This is
primarily regarding commercial boating.

•

Dispute proposed “overwater structures” Habitat Conservation Plan being proposed by the Dept. of Natural Resources.
This affects boating clubs that lease DNR aquatics lands.

•

Challenge proposed permanent navigational buoys on South Lake Union to serve Kenmore Air and others.

•

Debate possible City of Seattle pilot project to further prohibit drawbridge openings at the Ballard, Fremont, and University
bridges.

As you can see RBAW is actively pursuing many interests that can affect boating across the state. They do listen to what we have
to say and encourage our involvement, empowering us to work toward a beneficial end for recreational boating. I know that
they will continue to get my $20 for membership as I renew my dues for SYC. I encourage you to do the same as you continue to
enjoy boating here in the Puget Sound. This is a group that deserves and needs the support derived from the membership.
Should you have any questions please ask us, or if you have time to look at their website go to: http://rbaw.org
Bob Davisson
Rear Commodore
Happy Day
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Jeff Marrs

I can’t believe that 2015 is in the books and we are on to 2016. What a year
it has been. Looking back my family and I made some great memories out
boating and at club events. As membership director I got to see our club
grow with so many new members. It is exciting to see these new members
getting involved in the club. If 2016 is any like 2015 it is going to be another
great year for our club.
As we turn the page I find myself in a new position as Rear Commodore. I
am excited to be taking on this important role in the club and working with
a great board. I am honored that you all have confidence in me to lead this
club in the future. I will do my best to make a positive impact during the
time that I am in this role.
I am sure many of you like me are counting the days to better weather and
boating to our favorite destinations. While many of us take advantage of fall and winter boating there is something
about those long summer days with fresh crab, the BBQ going, a drink in your hand, and sitting around with your
best friends and family on the water. Thinking about events, we have some great events lined up for this year.
Every event I have ever attended has been a great time and full of lasting memories. Be sure to mark your
calendars and try to attend as many events as you can. You won’t be disappointed.
As most of you know we all volunteer our time to make this club what it is. All of our events require a host to get
things organized. Without a host events might not happen. I know that we all lead busy lives and sometimes the
thought of taking on an event might seem like an overwhelming assignment. Shaunna and I have hosted and cohosted several events
and I can say that it
really is a fun
rewarding experience.
I ask all of you to
consider stepping up to
host, co-host, or just
help out the hosts at an
upcoming event. One
of the great things
about our club is help
is available if you just
ask for it. Look at the
events calendar and
see what events are
still in need of hosts. If
you are interested in
hosting an event please
contact the board.
I want to wish all of
you a happy new year.
. I challenge all of you
to spread the word
about our great club
and encourage other
boaters to come and
join us.
See you on the water.
Jeff Marrs
Rear Commodore
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Check out our SYC ladies
showing off their antlers
for a fun romp around
town! Join us next time!
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Some brave souls ventured out into the dark stormy waters of the Swinomish Channel. Kudos to the winners of the boat parade:
Debbie and Dan Byrd, Betsy and Rod Crawford, and one more boat.
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January 23, 2016
Come to Randy’s Place! Past Commodore Steve and
First Lady Lynn request the honor of your presence
at the 2016 Commodore’s Ball and Changing of
Watch ceremony honoring Commodore Randy
Ayers.
RSVP to Steve Hoeft stevehoeft@msn.com
or 360-708-5390
Social hour: 6pm
Dinner:
7pm catered by La Conner Prime Rib
and Seafood House (prime rib/gouda mushroom
chicken)
Ceremony:

~8:15pm
Danc-

ing:

9pm

by Jenny and

the Tomcats

The Grahams and Beams are hosting an outdoor cookout at Blakely Island Marina. We have reserved the
open-air patio for Saturday January 16th. The Grahams
are bringing a pizza oven and all the ingredients to make
your own pizza. They also have a hors d’oeuvre oven to
make your own appetizer. They supply everything, so
you don’t need to bring any food—maybe some potato
chips. The cooking starts at noon and will continue all
day. We really need firewood-lots. No need to call the
marina to get moorage. We have it reserved already. If
you don't head home on Sunday, you can watch the Seahawks on someone’s TV. Or, we can head over to Lopez
Islander Resort to watch the NFL playoffs and get in the
hot tub. Monday is a national holiday.
For more information call Glen at 360-708-8539 or Ray at 425-765-0092.
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Feb 6 @ Clubhouse
Join us Feb 6 at 9am at the clubhouse for a new member
welcoming breakfast. Everyone is invited to come welcome
our new members to our yacht club and enjoy a pancake
breakfast.
Everything is being provided for breakfast so bring your
appetites. Help us show new members why our yacht club is
the best around!

Feb 27 @ Clubhouse
Bring the kids. Bring the family.
Ami Cox is hosting a family event at the clubhouse on Saturday, Feb 28.
The event begins around noon on Saturday.
Bring your sleeping bag, tents, and air mattresses to spend the night.
There will be games, art projects, music, a fire, marshmallows, pizza, and
much much more.
This is the sixth time Ami has put this on, and it is always a lot of fun.
Please bring snacks, soda, and firewood if you can.
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Mar 12 @ Clubhouse
Calling all cowboys!
Wear your cowboy hats and boots to the spring general
membership meeting! Join your fellow cowboys around the
fire for camaraderie and
Location: SYC Clubhouse
Social hour: 5pm
Dinner: 6pm
Menu: beef stew, bean chili, cornbread, and boiled coffee
Cost: $5/pp, children under 12 free.

Mar 26 @ Friday Harbor

Put on your bowling shoes, your
Tommy Bahama bowling shirt, and
pack your pink-swirl bowling ball for
the annual SYC bowling extravaganza.
Please call the Port of Friday Harbor at
(360) 378-2688 for slip reservations.

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Channel Marker Editor & website
administrator: Mary Lee & Randy
Ayers
Published by
Tillinghast Postal & Business Center

Shaunna Marrs
Ship’s Store Manager

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store!

You can now pay on-line
using PayPal!

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

