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Steve Hoeft

Summer is officially here! Although, we have been
blessed with great weather this year well before the
calendar says summer is here. I look forward to seeing
all of you out on the water! We are so lucky to have the
San Juan Islands so close to us, you don’t have to go far
to get that feeling of “getting away from it all”. We
often go out for a night to places like Hunter Bay off the
East side of Lopez Island or Hope Island; both places
have very good bottoms for anchoring. If you’re not
into anchoring, you can always go to Cornett Bay or
Bowman Bay, just through Deception Pass, which have
docks to tie up to. Just watch for the West wind as it
tends to get bumpy at Bowman. These places are all
very close to La Conner and often most of us go by on our way to other
destinations.
I want to give Gail and Bill Kortum and crew a thank you for hosting the Steak
Fry this year, what a fantastic time we had! I counted 33 boats that attended
this event; SYC had most of the marina filled. Remember upcoming events
such as the Kids Cruise held a Roche Harbor on July 11th and the Wine and
Stein being held at Cap Santé marina July 18th. Also at the Wine and Stein, we
will be asking for volunteers to help out at the booth at Shipwreck Days, which
will be located in front of West Marine. This will be where we will be selling
donated items for a fund raiser for the club and gives us an opportunity to
increase our membership. Couple of events that are not on the calendar. On
August 8, a group will be going for a dinghy cruise to Goat Island for hike up
to Fort Whitman, a barbeque on the sand spit off of Eagle’s Nest, and then a
meetup at the Shelter Bay picnic area near the Rainbow bridge. We also may
be organizing a dinghy trip up the Skagit River sometime in August. I will
send out an email on this with more information upcoming month.
The SYC board had our last meeting till September, and we’ll be taking July
and August off so everyone can go on vacation and enjoy some much needed
rest and relaxation. As always, please submit your idea or concern to me at
stevehoeft@msn.com and I will put it on the agenda.
The Clubhouse is almost done being painted; there is some trim work that
needs to be done on the West side and North sides of the building. If anyone
would like to volunteer their time during the week, it would be greatly
appreciated!
Please remember when you use the club’s reciprocal moorage, we need to
leave at least one spot open for other clubs wanting to use our facility. This
time of year we are allowed a one stay a month; as always, if our dock master
Brent Malone says you can stay longer, that’s ok. Brent and Gretchen know
what’s happening on the dock so just ask if you have any questions.
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Officers
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Join us at the clubhouse or an on-the-water event. Invite a neighbor, bring your family, or bring just yourselves. Some events are tried-and-true-traditional, and others
Date

Event

Place

Hosts

Jul 11-12

Kids Cruise

Roche Harbor

Erga

Jul 17-18

Wine and Stein

Cap Sante

Stinson

Aug 8

Dinghy Cruise 1

Goat Island

Beam

Aug TBD

Dinghy Cruise 2

Skagit River

Hoeft

Aug 15-16

Clam Bake

Sucia Island

Marrs, Davisson,
Sisk

Aug 25

Dinghy Cruise 3

Saddlebag or
Stuart Island

Beam, Marrs

Sep 27

Oyster Run

Cap Sante

Group Event

Oct 10

Past Commodores Salmon Barbeque

Clubhouse

Aydelotte

Oct 24

Oktoberfest

Clubhouse

Graham

Mary Lee
Newsletter

Nov 7

Fall Gen. Mem. Meeting and
Crab Feed

Clubhouse

Sjostrom

Ben Biggers
Reciprocity

Dec 6

Christmas Decorating Party

Clubhouse

Board

Dec 6

Reindeer Romp

La Conner

Women of SYC

Tom Aydelotte

Dec 12

Lighted Christmas Boat Parade

Clubhouse

Davisson

Bob Davisson
Rear Commodore
Tessa Aydelotte
Past Commodore
Cheryl Stinson
Treasurer
Craig Sjostrom
Secretary
Mike Sisk
Port Captain
Joshua Ellingson
Fleet Medical Officer

Directors

Jeff Marrs
Membership
Jenny Janda
Advertising
Brent Malone
Dockmaster

Kudos Korner
As we get close to the 4th of July, we think of all the fun things that go along with this
special holiday. The freedoms that we enjoy came at a price. Many lives were either
lost or changed with the sacrifices made by the men and women that chose to serve in
the military for our country. Not long ago an organization came to the aid for many
of those with the scars of war either on their body or in their mind. The organization—Wounded Warrior Project—provides many needed services for our veterans. I
know that most of us are aware of that organization, but we have one amongst us with
a heart as big as his boat. Not one to live for the limelight, our friend Brent Malone
will be taking his boat down to Westport in preparation for taking wounded warriors
out for the fishing trip of a lifetime. He will be taking those folks offshore more than
50 miles if necessary to hook into a different type of fight than they have ever experienced—Tuna Fishing. Brent Malone—we want to recognize you with this quarter’s
KUDOS KORNER. Thanks for all that you do for not only us but for those that have
sacrificed so much.

The Channel Marker

Page 3

Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Randall Ayers

By now, plans for summer cruises have been made, or are taking place. So far it’s
been an exceptional year with fantastic weather and nearly perfect conditions for
boating. Predictions are for it to continue all season long. If the first big away
event of the summer, the Steak Fry and Golf Tournament, was any indication, it’s
going to be another stellar year for club events. A huge shout out to Gail and Bill
Kortum and their crew for hosting another great event at Lopez Islander resort.
Next up is the Kids cruise to Roach Harbor July 11-12 and then Wine & Stein at
Cap Sante July 18-19.
As we plan ahead for next year, we are looking forward to many of the same
events and some new ones as well. It seems that events sometimes morph or
maybe more like evolve into the current interests of the members. This is the time to bring forward your
ideas for new events, changes to current events, or suggestions on scheduling and locations. The point
I’ve always emphasized is that this is your club. Every one of us needs to help shape and grow SYC into a
successful club for many years to come. We (the board) are here to help you make any event that you
want to host a success.
Along with making SYC successful for years to come, we need members to fill vacant board positions.
Our nominating committee will very soon be taking nominations and volunteers for all board positions.
I can’t stress enough how important to any volunteer organization such as ours that we continue to have
members step up and help out by serving the club in a board position. Take a few minutes in the
upcoming events and chat with anyone on the board about helping out. It’s a great experience and
watching a boating organization such as ours continue to grow is very rewarding.
Since this is the middle of the boating season, I also want to remind all our members that this is prime
new member recruitment time. When you are out and meet new people, let them know about SYC and
the benefits of club membership. Business cards are available to hand out. Your membership
chairperson, Jeff Marrs can provide you with information on getting people signed up, or direct them to
our website for an online new member application.
Although we don’t have any “goals” set for new member recruitment, it’s obviously another very crucial
part of maintaining and growing any club, ours being no different. New members and a higher
membership count also has the
added
benefit of keep dues low, and entry
for club
events low or free.
Have fun and be safe.
Randall Ayers
Vice Commodore
Mojito
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Bob Davisson

June—a month full of fun and frivolity—and the Lopez Island Steak Fry/Golf
Classic. Cindy and I love that event, especially since it was the first event that we
ever attended with SYC. I still remember pulling into the Islander docking area
having owned our first boat ever for a whole 3 months and seeing Glen Beam
running with glee to help us dock even though we didn’t have a burgee yet. Both
he and Shannon Hugel quietly helped us dock for our very first event. As we got
off the boat, they greeted us like long lost friends and then directed us to what was
left of the appetizers on the dock—we definitely know how to eat as a group. As
we were headed to the appetizers, we met our fine Commodore at the time—Jeff
Toycen for the first time. To have him be the first Commodore that you ever meet
for the yacht club that you had just recently become a member of sets quite a bar for the rest of us to
achieve. I don’t know quite what I expected but he was and is still definitely better than a Thurston
Howell III. That was the night that we became official SYC club members getting our official burgee and
the first yacht club membership card and an assortment of other SYC branded items that we still have on
the boat.
Our takeaways from that event were how gracious and accepting everyone was, and most of all how
much fun it all was. I don’t remember right this minute who the host was; I just remember how much
fun it was—enough that it kept us come back to the next event. The camaraderie established at that
event keeps us coming back to all of the ones that we can. We can’t wait to see each and every one of you
out on the water every time we go, constantly on the lookout for the SYC burgee flying proudly.
We arrived to the Islander a day early this year to see if we might be able to help with docking. With the
current and wind, I was glad to help and learn some of the tricks of tying down a boat that is larger than
a Bayliner 3218. As more people began to arrive, we had more folks to help out which was a good thing.
I’m not sure how many folks noticed, but once Glen B. arrived he showed us all that he can still run to
meet each and every boat to help them dock. Others would get there to help him some of the time, but
he was always the first to be on the spot to greet folks and help get them into their slips.
It is always easy for us to hang with each of our special friends in the club, but the events within the
event help us to break out of the norm and greet those that we might not otherwise get to know. Take the
Golf Classic for instance. If it hadn’t have been for the method that Dave Pfost used for us to choose
teams this year, who knows how long it would have been before I had the chance to really meet Don
Townsend, or even Grant (the father-in-law opposite Ed Brooks). Of course, I don’t get the opportunity
to play golf with Steve Stinson everyday either, even though I really wouldn’t call what I did that day
playing golf. Since it was that kind of a golf day for me, I cheered the others on and learned more about
each one of them as the day rolled on. What I did get to do is learn more about the folks that are in and
around our club, and that is what every event is about for us.
Take, for another instance, the gathering that spontaneously occurred off the swim step of Copacetic.
There were dinghies galore, kayaks, and other loiterers just hanging around for a couple of hours having
a fun time with no real reason other than the enjoying the friendship that comes with hanging out with
other boaters. These are the times that keep us coming out to be with the SYC, and we hope that there is
something there for each of you, too. Come out and have fun with us! See you soon!
Bob Davisson
Rear Commodore
C-lassie
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Wow! What a Great Steak Fry and Golf Outing! It reached Legendary status with the beautiful weather, 34 Boats, 80+ members, and
24 Golfers attending. All enjoying an incredible weekend of Sun,
Fun, and Friends at the Lopez Islander Resort .............. and chasing
a little white ball around at the Lopez Golf Course.
Gail and I want to thank everyone for coming, because it really is the
people in our club that make our events so memorable and fun .
Special thanks to Dave and Mary Pfost for Co-Hosting, with Dave
handling the Golf Outing and to Mary for filling in for Amy Roosa
when an “old sports injury “ took her out , and to Linda Beam for
keeping all the golfers hydrated with the Mobile Libations, Ed and
Lindee Brooks for doing the heavy hauling of the table and BBQ, and
Steve and Cheryl Stinson for all their help getting supplies from the
Club House and for bringing the Ice to keep everyone cool.
Also a big thanks Lindee Brooks, Cheryl Stinson, and Roger Schletzbaum for their contributions to the Raffle . Thanks to everyone for your generosity, the Raffle ticket sales put the event in the black and actually
made the club a profit.
We also want to thank The Lopez Islander for their first class accommodating of our club, the exclusive use of
their deck, supplying the Gas Grilles, and most of all for bringing additional beverages to the Golf Course
when we ran out of liquid refreshments about half way through 9 holes! Congratulations to the Golf team
winners, by a nose, Ben Biggers, Michael Arthur, Rob Raplee, and Jeff Marrs.
In closing, I would be remiss to not acknowledge our Commodore Steve Hoeft for his brilliant way of finding
the hosts for next
year’s Steak Fry,
thank you Don and
Amy Roosa.
Have a great boating season and see
you all at the next
event.
Bill and Gail
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The ones that did pose
for a photo

For information about entering and exiting a kayak safely, see the following pages:
http://www.rei.com/learn/expert-advice/kayak-launch.html
http://www.neckykayaks.com/tips_techniques/paddling_skills/getting_in_or_out_dock/
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Jul 11-12 @ Roche Harbor
What: Kids Cruise 2015
Who: For the young and the young at heart!
When: Jul 11-12
Where: Roche Harbor
How: Contact Gretchen Erga at Gretchen@esci.net or 360-3031217 so we can let Roche Harbor know how many boats will
attend this event. Include the following information:
1. Name of the boat, size, phone number, and email address.
2. Names and ages of kids
3. Number of adults

Bring favorite DVDs, tennis rackets, and swim suits!

Seems like yesterday.....
By Wendy Britt
Happenings from 1995

March Membership Meeting: Director Don Semrau reported that we should be proud of our members. We
are one of the top three clubs with the highest RBAW (Recreational Boaters Association of Washington)
membership. He also reported that US customs was addressing the use of cellular phones to clear customs.

May 1995 Opening Day: Two separate brunches were served before the ceremony as it was projected that
there wouldn't be enough room to seat all the members and guests at one time. That proved to be the best
decision with the current 170 memberships (300 + members). The weather was grand and so was the
parade and participation level. It was so good I can't remember the theme that year...............

The reciprocal dock chairpersons reported that 170 clubs participate in the reciprocal program. Of the
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Jul 17-18 @ Cap Sante
Mark your calendars for the 2015 SYC Wine & Stein event being held at Cap Sante Marina (Port
of Anacortes). Be creative and decorate a bottle of wine or bottle(s) of beer.
This is being co-hosting on the same weekend as Anacortes Shipwreck Days / SYC Garage Sale.
Contact Steve or Cheryl Stinson (360) 770-3109 or email slscks@msn.com for reservations now.
Upon arrival, hail Port of Anacortes when arriving for slip assignment.
July 17th
•

Friday Night - 6:00 PM Taco Bar Dinner provided by Wine & Stein Committee. BYOB

July 18th
•

Saturday Light Breakfast - 8:00 AM

•

Saturday Night Pot Luck - 6:00 PM (Please bring an entrée, side dish, salad, or dessert) BYOB

•

Live Auction of Decorated Bottles. There will be voting for the top 3 decorated bottles
and PRIZES for the winners

July 19th
•

Sunday Light Breakfast - 8:00 AM

&

The Channel Marker

Page 9

Aug 8 @ Goat Island
Join us for a dinghy cruise to Goat Island for hike up to Fort Whitman and a barbeque on the sand spit off
of Eagle’s Nest. then meeting at the Shelter Bay picnic area near the Rainbow bridge.
For more information about Fort Whitman, see http://fortwiki.com/Fort_Whitman and http://
usforting.com/2010/04/21/fort-whitman-on-goat-island-cdsg-2010/

Aug ? @ Skagit River
Dinghy cruise up Skagit River. Bring a picnic lunch and a cooler to see the houses along the river from
expansive estates to fishing shacks for people living off the grid. Be sure to bring a sense of adventure and a
sense of humor because you’ll never know what water depth you’ll be in!

Aug 25 @ Saddlebag Island or Stuart Island
Yes, yet another dinghy cruise! Jeff Marrs and Glen Beam are planning to take the dinghies from La
Conner to Prevost Harbor on Stuart Island. The date is Tuesday, August 25. The time, 8:00 am. The
meeting place, Recip Dock. We plan on camping at Prevost for two nights. Then, hopefully, make it all
the way or most of the way home. The route is La Conner to Prevost with possible stops at Saddlebag,
Pelican Beach, Blakely for fuel, Blind Island, Jones Island, Roche Harbor, and Prevost Harbor. All stops
are dependent on the weather (we may only get as far as Saddlebag). There is no limit on the size of your
dinghy and no limit on how many people you take. All are welcome. For more details contact Jeff Marrs at
360-840-4950 or Glen
Beam at 360-708-8539. We
hope you can join us.

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Channel Marker Editor & website
administrator: Mary Lee & Randy
Ayers
Published by
Tillinghast Postal & Business Center

Phil Fusselman
Ship’s Store Manager
206-406-3200

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store!

You can now pay on-line
using PayPal!

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

