
Channel Marker 

Happy June everyone! After going boating the 
Memorial Day weekend I’m really in the mood for 
some more time on the water.  I look forward to 
joining all of you at our upcoming events. The Steak 
Fry on June 20th and 21st should be a lot of fun. I 
hope all of you made your RSVP for this event because 
I understand the marina at Fisherman’s Bay will be 
full with us and another yacht club, so please if you 
have not yet made your reservation please do so now 
to Lopez Islander Resort (360-468-2233). Don’t forget 
the Kids Cruise, this event is being hosted by past 
commodore Brian and Gretchen Erga. Please RSVP to 
Gretchen at gretchen@esci.net.  This event will be held 
at Roche Harbor on July 11th, I know it will fun for kids of all ages, please 
look to the Channel Marker for more details on this event.  

On July 18th is the Wine and Stein event in Anacortes, this is also the same 
weekend is Shipwreck Days in Anacortes. We are going to have a tent set up 
along with other venders on main street Anacortes to sell your donated items. 
We still need items to sell at this event, please contact Vice Commodore 
Randy Ayers at (206) 920-5133 or membership director Jeff Marrs at (360) 
840-4950 or me at (360) 708-5390 for where you can get information where 
to drop off items for this event. We will also be asking for volunteers to help 
out during the day so no one person has to stay for the entire day at the booth. 

I would like to thank everyone who helped paint the clubhouse. As you all 
know I have been trying to make this happen but the weather has not been 
cooperative. Thank you to Jeff Saether, Randy Ayers, Shannon Hugel, 
Richard Hunter, Craig Sjostrom, Bill Starkweather, and a big thanks to 
Joshua Ellingson who organized getting the contractor who applied the paint 
with a commercial spray painter. I would also like to put some special 
recognition to Richard Hunter who spent many hours refurbishing the ships 
wheel that hangs over the 
entrance to the 
clubhouse……..Richard it 
looks AWESOME! 

  

Steve Hoeft                                                                                                                                                                                             
Commodore                                                                                                                                                                             
Slip Away 
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Jan 17-18 Winter cookout 

Jan 24 Commodores’ Ball 

Feb 7 Wizard Tournament 

Feb 28 Family Fun Night 

Mar 14 New membership breakfast 

Mar 14 Spring General Membership  

Mar 28 Bowling Extravaganza 

Apr 11-12 Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown 

Apr 25 Music Appreciation Night 

May 2 Opening Day 

May 16-17 Ladies Cruise 

Jun 20-21 Steak Fry 

Jul 11-12 Kids Cruise 

Jul 17-18 Wine and Stein 

Aug 15-16 Clam Bake 

Sep 27 Oyster Run 

Oct 10 Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ 

Oct 24 Oktoberfest 

Nov 7 Fall General Membership 

Dec 6 Christmas Decorating Party 

Dec 6 Reindeer Romp 

Dec 12 Christmas Boat Parade 
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Date Event Place Hosts 

Jun 20-21 Steak Fry Lopez Island Kortum 

Jul 11-12 Kids Cruise Roche Harbor Erga 

Jul 17-18 Wine and Stein Cap Sante Stinson 

Aug 15-16 Clam Bake Sucia Island Marrs, Davisson, 
Sisk 

Sep 27 Oyster Run Cap Sante Group Event 

Oct 10 Past Commodores Salmon Bar-
beque 

Clubhouse Aydelotte 

Oct 24 Oktoberfest Clubhouse Graham 

Nov 7 Fall Gen. Mem. Meeting and 
Crab Feed 

Clubhouse Sjostrom 

Dec 6 Christmas Decorating Party Clubhouse Board 

Dec 6 Reindeer Romp La Conner Women of SYC 

Dec 12 Lighted Christmas Boat Parade Clubhouse Davisson 

Join us at the clubhouse or an on-the-water event. Invite a neighbor, bring your fam-

ily, or bring just yourselves. Some events are tried-and-true-traditional, and others 

How to relax in Roche Harbor 



 

 

 

 

 

I’ll keep it short and sweet this month. We are all busy with the onset of great 
weather, so no need to sit and read my drivel. 

Opening Day! What a great event and a great turnout. All the boats were 
decorated so well, and the weather cooperated to create a fantastic event. The 
town turned out to watch on the new boardwalk and at the local businesses had 
people at their establishments as well.  

Two lucky members received free haul outs courtesy of La Conner Maritime 
and Latitude Marine Services. A big shout out to both of those establishments 
for donating their services. Let’s continue to support these places, as they have 
supported us for many years. 

The ladies cruise was again a huge success. All the guys at the dock when the ladies show up are very 
curious how the husbands would ever let the wives take the boat! All I have to say is lol…. You obviously 
have never met my wife!  

All the remaining events are of course listed on the calendar both here in the newsletter and also on the 
website. It’s going to be a fun year, if the first couple of events are any indication. 

We are already looking to have members volunteer to host events for next year. We are trying to get the 
event schedule nailed down sooner then later. So don’t wait for us to ask. Go ahead and jump in! 
Remember, even if you have never hosted an event, we all encourage you to step up. It’s fun, easy and 
you’ll get lots of help.  No need to “do it the same way it’s always been done” either. Give the event your 
signature. Or maybe even a new event that hasn’t been done before or recently. Surprise us! 

Okay, back to your regularly scheduled program. 

Cheers! 

Randall Ayers  
Vice Commodore 

Mojito 
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...  
Randall Ayers 



 

 

 

 

 

May is complete and Memorial Day is over, now it’s on to the summer boating 
season.  Reviewing the month of May and all of the memories that were created it 
seems that time just flew by. Now the Memorial Day holiday is in the rearview 
mirror and it was loaded up with multiple mini-cruises by many different groups 
from within the greater club.  It’s very satisfying to see that we all enjoy each 
other’s company enough to spend our free time together, too.   

Now as we move into June we will be able to share the stories from May at events 
like the upcoming Lopez Island Steak Fry and Golf Classic where even more 
stories will be generated.  One of best conversations to walk into is one where 

some of the seasoned club members are regaling their stories of past mini cruise events.  I’m looking 
forward to getting to the point of being a seasoned boat owner so that I know what you all are talking 
about.   

If I were to share a story from May it would go something like this.  We finally moved the kayaks that we 
bought in April out of our living room in Auburn to the boat in La Conner a week before heading to 
Roche Harbor with family and friends for the holiday.  Cindy told me that it was time to stop practicing 
getting in and out in the living room and move the experience into the real world—and so we did.  Now 
there is a video to prove that all of the practice almost paid off and it will live in infamy on my lovely 
Cindy’s phone until she gets a new one. 

Now there are many other stories from the holiday that will likely be polished and embellished even 
more before the Lopez event, so be sure to be prepared for that time around appetizers on the dock and 
on the golf course.  Looking forward to seeing you all at Lopez. 

Bob Davisson  
Rear 
Commodore 
C-lassie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rear Commodore’s Report ...  
Bob Davisson 
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Sharks and teeth of all sizes! Polyester track suit and dresses! Peace and love boats! Everybody went to 

the hilt in decorating their boat and having a complete BLAST out on the water. Thank you to everyone 

that participated by boat and land. Here are just a few pictures to show how much fun everyone had. For 
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Even more parade fun! For more pictures, visit http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/?

page_id=1490&album=2015OpeningDay 
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Clubhouse shenanigans! For more pictures, visit http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/?

page_id=1490&album=2015OpeningDay 
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Thanks to all the lady skippers and their crews for attending the 2015 SYC Ladies' Cruise May 15-17 at Islander Lopez. 

What a great time we had! Calm seas prevailed throughout the weekend. A number of talented gals participated in 

karaoke Friday night. There was the Saturday Market, hot tubbing, and we had a fabulous potluck barbecue. Then 

back up to the bar, where we closed it down. Thanks for the laughs, ladies! Looking forward to next year… Join us! 

[Editor’s note: Thanks to all the husbands that made it possible! Refrigerators and dinghies were replaced (and in one 

case, the dinghy was left on the boat) to 

make sure the lady skippers could boat and 
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Karaoke, hot tubbing, and martinis. Hijinks may ensue. 
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June 20-21 @ Lopez Islander Resort 

The annual Steak Fry and Golf Tournament at the Lopez Islander Resort on beautiful Fisherman Bay, is 

coming up! Please call  the Lopez Islander to make your slip reservations: 1- 800-736-3434 

and make sure you tell her you are with the Swinomish Yacht Club. Be sure to book early because the Bel-

lingham Yacht Club will also be there. 

Friday, June 19 
5:30pm. Happy hour on the dock. BYOB and potluck appys.  
 

Saturday, June 21st    
8:00am. Coffee eye-openers with breakfast goodies  
9:00am. Transportation to golf course.  
10:00am. Tee Time hosted by Gail and Bill Kortum 
*If you are planning to golf, please RSVP no later than June 1st to Gail Kortum beamnwater@aol.com. 
If you are not planning to golf, you might enjoy the resort pool and hot tub or rent a bike and tour Lopez. 
The Saturday market in town is only a short walk away. 
 

5:00pm. Grills will be ready for dinner on the resort deck. Bring your own meat for the grill, 
plates, cutlery, and a potluck dish to share. Try not to bring cole slaw.  

Last name A-J: Please bring a dessert  
Last name K-Z: Bring a salad or side dish 

 

NO BYOB! All alcoholic beverages on the deck during dinner are to be purchased from the resort bar. 

 
Sunday, June 22nd   

8:00am. Coffee, eye-openers and breakfast goodies on the dock 
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Jul 11-12 @ Roche Harbor 
For the young and the young at heart! Games, activities, prizes, 
and awards!  

Contact Gretchen Erga at gretchen@esci.net or 360-303-1217 to 
RSVP with the number of  kids, ages, and any special 
requirements. 

Jul 17-18 @ Cap Sante 

Mark your calendars for the 2015 SYC Wine & Stein event being held at Cap Sante Marina (Port 

of Anacortes) July 17th - 19th. Same weekend as Anacortes Shipwreck Days / SYC Garage Sale 

If you are planning on attending this event, submit your reservations directly to Steve or Cheryl 

Stinson (slscks@msn.com) or (360) 770-3109 as soon as possible.  Once we have a list of people 

who are attending the event, the list will be submitted to the Port of Anacortes and they will as-

sign you a slip number when you hail them upon your arrival.  Contact Steve or Cheryl as 

soon as possible due to the limited number of slips available. Please include the 

Vessel name, LOA, Beam, and a contact phone number. 

We will be having a wine / beer bottle decorating contest as well as an auction for the decorated 

bottles.  Start thinking of your design now and you too could be a winner!$!$!$!  

Details of the weekend agenda will be posted at a later date. 

 

 

 



P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swi nomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

 
Phil Fusselman 

Ship’s Store Manager 

 

206-406-3200 

 

 

You can now pay on-line 

using PayPal! 

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 
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