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Steve Hoeft

Happy March everyone! We have our general
membership meeting just around the corner on March
14. Our Membership director, Jeff Marrs is hosting a
new membership breakfast on the same day as the
general membership meeting. This breakfast is for all
members please plan to attend. Please send any
questions and RSVP to jeffm1721@gmail.com.
The general membership meeting is being hosted by
Jenny and Guy Dellinger and Randy and Wendy Britt.
I know most of you know Jenny our advertising
director and I would like to mention that she has done
a wonderful job getting ads for our yearbook. Please
when you get your yearbooks take the time to check out all the ads from our
local businesses. Wendy and Randy have been members of SYC since 1985,
and Randy was commodore in 1993! Please make sure and RSVP for this
event so we know how many to plan for. As you read this month’s Channel
Marker there is more information on this event. I want to thank our hosts for
helping out with the spring meeting.
Also in March we have the Crafting and Coffee Klatch on March 7. Lynn and I
will be there to work on our crafting projects with friends. Next, the Bowling
event is in Friday Harbor on March 28th. Please make sure to RSVP to this
event so we know how many boats to plan for. Friday Harbor is currently in
the final stages of rebuilding parts of the marina. They have moved
permanent moored boats out to the guest area docks to make room for the
project. Friday Harbor has assured us that there will be room but would be
better to have an accurate boat count. Please read below for more details on
this event.
Did you know??? Many of us have run into each other at the La Conner
Tavern. If you look on the East wall by the front door you will notice the
Swinomish Yacht Club burgee hanging proudly! A group of us were speaking
to one of the owners and we informed that her grandfather was “Milo Moore”.
Milo was the
first
commodore of
the
Swinomish
Yacht Club in
1937! He also
served two
terms as
mayor of La
Conner and
cut the ribbon
officially
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Officers
Steve Hoeft
Commodore
Randall Ayers
Vice Commodore/website
Bob Davisson
Rear Commodore
Tessa Aydelotte
Past Commodore
Cheryl Stinson
Treasurer

Join us at the clubhouse or an on-the-water event. Invite a neighbor, bring your family, or bring just yourselves. Some events are tried-and-true-traditional, and others
Date

Event

Place

Hosts

Mar 7

Crafting and Coffee Klatch

Clubhouse

Toycens

Mar 14

New membership breakfast

Clubhouse

Marrs

Mar 14

Spring General Membership
Meeting

Clubhouse

Britt, Dellinger

Craig Sjostrom
Secretary

Mar 28

Bowling Extravaganza

Friday Harbor

Hoeft, Beam

Apr 11-12

Clubhouse Cleanup/Shakedown
cruise

Clubhouse & Cornet Bay

Davisson, John &
Trish Aydelotte

Mike Sisk
Port Captain

Apr 25

Music Appreciation Night

Clubhouse

Hoeft, Ayers, Lee,
Baugh

Joshua Ellingson
Fleet Medical Officer

May 2

Opening Day (Jaws/70s Theme) Clubhouse

Directors
Mary Lee
Newsletter
Ben Biggers
Reciprocity
Tom Aydelotte
Jeff Marrs
Membership
Jenny Janda
Advertising
Brent Malone
Dockmaster

Ayers, Lee

May 16-17 Ladies Cruise

Lopez Island

Gundersen

Jun 20-21 Steak Fry

Lopez Island

Kortum

Jul 11-12

Kids Cruise

Roche Harbor

Erga

Jul 17-18

Wine and Stein

Cap Sante

Stinson

Aug 15-16

Clam Bake

Sucia Island

Marrs, Davisson,
Sisk

Sep 27

Oyster Run

Cap Sante

Group Event

Oct 10

Past Commodores Salmon Barbeque

Clubhouse

Aydelotte

Oct 24

Oktoberfest

Clubhouse

Graham

Nov 7

Fall Gen. Mem. Meeting and
Crab Feed

Clubhouse

Sjostrom

Dec 6

Christmas Decorating Party

Clubhouse

Board

Dec 6

Reindeer Romp

La Conner

Women of SYC

Dec 12

Lighted Christmas Boat Parade

Clubhouse

Davisson
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Randall Ayers

Well that didn’t end as we all would have hoped it would. An incredible
game for sure, but the let down at the end was epic. I’m sure the group
you were with had the same deflated feeling as ours did. Never have I felt
so bad when the party broke up and everyone left our house so
disappointed over what could have been.
Next Year!
This year’s boat show was great as it always is. There were new vendors as
well as many of the regulars. Our friends at Boaters Discount had their
usual spot too. We again shared a booth with the Port of Skagit. Kudos to
all that helped staff the booth this year. I’m optimistic that we will recruit
a few new members through out efforts as we did last year. Current
members are always encouraged to recruit people that you think would
enjoy and benefit from all the club has to offer. We keep a good stock of
business cards on hand, and each member should have some to hand out
to people that you meet. It’s a good way to get exposure for SYC.
I would also like to take this opportunity to remind everyone about our online presence. We have a mail
list set up so members can communicate with all the members without having to address them
individually.
Everyone has been set up and can send email to all members by simply sending to
members@swinomishyachtclub.org. Replying is just as easy. If you want to reply to just the sender,
simply hit “reply”. If you want to reply to the list so everyone can see your reply, use “reply all.” It’s a
simple and effective way to communicate to everyone at once.
Reciprocal information for all the clubs is available on the website as well. We use
yachtingdestinations.org for this service and everyone should set up an account there. It’s a free and
really good service. You don’t to sign up if you use our website, we’ve set it up so it displays all our
reciprocals without the need to login. Pretty neat!
There are also tide and current charts, Local Notice to Mariners, NOAA Charts, RBAW information,
Island cams and more. If you missed an event, we try to have pictures posted soon after so you can see
what you missed out on. The event calendar has all our upcoming events. Did you know that you can
have the calendar sent you your mobile device or home computer? By clicking “Subscribe” at the bottom
of the calendar, you can import into gmail, outlook, or Apple mail. Super easy to do and it will keep you
informed about upcoming events.
Of course the members section has our member database and
meeting minutes and other features like a forum to discuss club
events and other topics as well. There is even a way for new
members to sign up!
Feel free to share things that you might think others would be
interested in on our Facebook Page or on our Twitter feed. We all
see things on the water that we wish everyone could see. This is a
perfect way of sharing! It’s always good to show how active our
members are too.
We have a lot of events coming up. Keep up to date by visiting our
website!
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Bob Davisson

Coming home from one of the events last year, Cindy and I followed another
couple most of the way back home, well I guess all of the way back technically. We
entered into Rosario Pass and another boat from the club with much more power
than our Bayliner 3218 possesses came from way far behind and passed us. The
boaters that we were following also have more power than we do, but they were
travelling at their optimum speed to save fuel as they led us homeward. As they
noticed the other boat coming from behind, they must have realized that they had
saved enough fuel in the early part of the trip home and determined to not allow
the other SYC member pull ahead. Our leaders held the bigger faster 47 footer off
until we got about half way around Cypress and by that time they were about 500
to 700 yards ahead of us. That was fine with us, though, since we had the opportunity to witness one of
the great boat races that we had ever seen with large, beautiful Bayliners.
The trip home continued and both of the faster boats were far out of sight as we pulled into The Channel.
When we arrived to the first set of houses in the Channel, the boat that we had followed from the event
called out on the radio asking for help—their boat mysteriously stopped in the middle of the Channel just
before the entrance to the North Basin Marina. They were able to set their anchor (a good lesson for all
of us) to keep from drifting into shore as the current was moving pretty good. Fortunately for us, Brent
and Gretchen Malone were not far behind us coming back from another event and they knew exactly
what to do for our friends. We were able to make it back to our slip, and our friends were towed in by
other friends to where they could get their boat right again.
Now the point of this story is this. Even though we had re-established the Jackass award earlier in the
year — for those of our club members that have an outstanding sense of humor — a lot of our club
members also have a sense for doing the right thing. We have heard of, experienced, and seen other
members perform the “right thing” many times since. That was part of the magic of last boating season.
After witnessing so many things that make this club so very special, we thought that it might be nice to
recognize some of our members in what will start out as “Kudo Korner” in the Channel Marker. We need
your eyes, ears, and willingness to spill the beans on your fellow SYC members so that they can be
appropriately recognized in this periodical. All we need for you to do is nominate the member by
reaching out to one of the officers or directors with the full story. We’ll take it from there. BTW, a
belated thanks to Brent and Gretchen and all of the others that are the inspiration for this nominal
award. Keep having fun in the club.
Bob Davisson
Rear Commodore
C-lassie

Kudo Korner ...
The current occupant of the Kudo Korner came to us from the Midwest—at least
if Chicago is in the Midwest. She retired from the coffee house business a few
years ago to focus on being an outstanding wife, mother, and grandmother.
Being full of great ideas for community actions, she suggested to the membership at our fall membership
meeting that we pull together at the Christmas parade and bring food for the La Conner Food Bank.
Recently, SYC received recognition for the 191 pounds of food that was donated. Kudos to Gail Kortum
for a terrific idea—one that ends up being win-win for all involved.
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Debbie Byrd led Linda and Glen Beam, Lynn and Steve Hoeft, Gail
and Bill Kortum, and Mary Lee and Randy Ayers into a great
afternoon of card playing, swearing, laughing, estimating, snacking,
and of course, drinking straight from the bottle of Old Grand-Dad
whiskey.
Congratulations to Glen Beam who won the tournament and Randy
Ayers who won the swear jar. A huge thank you to Debbie for hosting
the event!

Mar 7 @ Clubhouse
Formerly known as the Stitch 'n' Bitch, this is an uninterrupted day to work on any
kind of project that you want and the room to spread out. Past events have brought
us quilters, knitters, crocheters, scrapbookers, and even fly tyers. Some of the guys
have used this day to catch up on boat projects, to get the help/opinions of others on
those projects, or just stand around and drink beer. Join us on March 7th (and
'probly 8th ...)! We'll start at 9am. at the clubhouse with coffee, the famous Liki Tiki
breakfast sandwiches, champagne & OJ then on to work on those projects. Later in
the evening ... 5-ish ... we'll have chili and corn bread muffins, a fire, music and great
conversation. BYOB!
Bring your equipment and supplies for your project and a lamp/task light if you have one. The lighting isn't the
best and those have been helpful. Also bring extension cords &/or surge protectors.
When would you give yourself permission to work on a hobby? Here's your chance to take the time. This is a lot of
fun and we hope to see you there!

Mar 14 @ Clubhouse
Join us Saturday March 14th at 9am at the clubhouse for a new member welcoming breakfast. Everyone is invited
to come welcome our new members to our yacht club and enjoy a pancake breakfast. Everything is being provided
for breakfast so bring your appetites. Help us show new members why our yacht club is the best around! For more
information, contact Jeff Marrs at jeff1721@gmail.com
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Ravioli making weekend for Family Fun Night meant that family traditions were shared and passed on to
the next generation. It is always a feast at club events, and tents bring out the youthfulness of all present.
Photography by Linda Beam.
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Mar 14 @ Clubhouse
Laissez les bons temps rouler….Let the good times roll!

Please join us for the Spring General Membership meeting at the
Swinomish Yacht Club! We will be serving Classic Seafood gumbo,
jambalaya, scrumptious cornbread, beignets ,and apple pie a la mode.
Live music by Jumbled Pie!
RVSP to jennyjanda@hotmail.com/360-708-1744 and
rwbmega@msn.com/425-387-2868

SYC Clubhouse
$15 per person
March 14th, 2015
4pm Happy hour
5pm Dinner
6:30pm Meeting
Dancing!!
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Mar 28 @ Clubhouse
Big Bowling Bash!
Here it is again! Bowling in Friday Harbor. When you ask? Why,
Saturday March 28th, of course. Many of us are going up on Friday night
March 27th. The bowling starts at 2:00 Saturday afternoon. We will be
playing two games. A liquor license has been secured for the event so
bring something to drink. They have pizza available if you would like
one. Afterward, there is pool and beer down at Herbs tavern.
This event is being put on by the former bowling champion Lynn Hoeft
360-770-5640 and Glen Beam 360-708-8539. Give them a call if you can
make it; they will tell the port and the alley you area coming. This is the
bowling event of the year--

bigger than Akron!

(This is the twelve year of this event. Started by former commodore
Mark
Jacobsen
and his
lovely wife
Kim.)

The Channel Marker

Page 10

Apr 11 @ Clubhouse & Cornet Bay
Roll up your sleeves and come help get the
clubhouse ready for another year of fun. We’ll
be cleaning the roof, washing windows,
removing cobwebs, organizing the storage
room, cleaning the kitchen and refrigerator,
and whatever other projects are on the list.

Apr 18 @ Clubhouse
Save the date! Join family and friends to celebrate JP’s 65th birthday.
Stay tuned for more details!
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Apr 25 @ Clubhouse
Have you ever played the word association game where one person says a word and the other person has to
immediately respond with another word? Randy and I often listen to music during evenings in the style of
that word association game. I remember one night when I heard Pink Floyd’s Great Gig in the Sky for the
first time, and Clare Torry used her voice more like an instrument than
relaying on words to convey an idea. It also reminded me of the wailing of
Diamanda Galas in Erasure’s Rock Me Gently (starting at the 5:10 mark. Of
course, then I learned that Great Gig in the Sky came decades earlier, but it’s
cool to see that Pink Floyd can still make an amazing first impression
decades after it was written.
So, the idea of Music Appreciation Night is simple: share your music with
friends. Bring your phone or mp3 player with your songs loaded and ready to
go. There will be Bluetooth or headphone jack connections so that you can
hook up your phone to a sound system. Then, music is played in a round
robin style where everyone can play anything.

May 2 @ Clubhouse
It’s 2015, the 40-year anniversary of Jaws.
So, deck out your boat in your best Jaws
(You’re going to need a bigger boat) or 70s
style (colors, music, or more). You could
even dig through your closet and get out
your best polyester duds from the 70s. As
inspiration, I present the classic Microsoft
founders photo while listening to the 70s
Hits radio station on DirecTV.
Stay tuned for more details.
Credit for the awesome Jaws idea goes to
Tracey Hugel. :)

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Channel Marker Editor & website
administrator: Mary Lee & Randy
Ayers
Published by
Tillinghast Postal & Business Center

Phil Fusselman
Ship’s Store Manager
206-406-3200

Check out the Fashion Show
at the Membership Meeting!
You can now pay on-line
using PayPal!

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

