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Steve Hoeft

How lucky we have been this year for winter and
Spring boating. The Friday of the Bowling weekend in
Friday Harbor was absolutely beautiful sunny flat calm
waters. Slip Away left the dock around 12:30 Friday
and the wind forecast was for 15-25 knots from the
South West. As we left the dock, we wondered if we
might be the only ones going to the Bowling event.
When we arrived at Friday Harbor, we were almost the
last ones to arrive, there were a couple of boats behind
us but everyone arrived safely and reported calm
waters. Saturday the wind picked up as forecasted, but
Wanderlust bashed through the waves to join us. I was
really happy to see the turnout at this event, as a
matter of fact….I know without a doubt this was the largest boat count at this
event since it started over 10 years ago! Sunday on the way home the wind
really picked up, I’m happy to report everyone made it home safely without
incident. I know our hosts of this event Lynn Hoeft and Glen Beam appreciate
all of you that attended this event even though the weather was not all that
favorable.
The Clubhouse Cleanup and shakedown cruise was a huge success again this
year. Rear Commodore Bob Davisson did a fantastic job directing us in some
cleaning tasks around the clubhouse inside and out. Bob makes a great tasting
egg dish, sorry Bob, didn’t know how to spell it. I don’t think the grounds
have looked this good in years. Thank you to everyone who worked so hard
pulling the ivy from the trees and trimming branches back. This year the
cleaning was a little more involved as we are trying to get the building ready
for paint. I would like to thank the members who showed up a week early
prior to this event to do power washing of the building and parking areas as
there was just too much too much to do in one morning. I would like to
extend a special thanks to Craig and Elizabeth Sjostrom who got stuck with
hauling all the cut shrubbery away to the compost in Mount Vernon. They
also had to battle the tulip traffic!
If you would like to see the Swinomish Yacht Club board of directors in
action, the next meeting will be Friday May 1st at 7:00 pm at the clubhouse.
Steve Hoeft
Commodore
Slip Away

Stanley Park
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Officers
Steve Hoeft
Commodore
Randall Ayers
Vice Commodore/website
Bob Davisson
Rear Commodore
Tessa Aydelotte
Past Commodore

Join us at the clubhouse or an on-the-water event. Invite a neighbor, bring your family, or bring just yourselves. Some events are tried-and-true-traditional, and others
Date

Event

Place

May 2

Opening Day (Jaws/70s Theme) Clubhouse

Hosts
Ayers, Lee

May 16-17 Ladies Cruise

Lopez Island

Gundersen

Jun 20-21 Steak Fry

Lopez Island

Kortum

Jul 11-12

Kids Cruise

Roche Harbor

Erga

Jul 17-18

Wine and Stein

Cap Sante

Stinson

Aug 15-16

Clam Bake

Sucia Island

Marrs, Davisson,
Sisk

Sep 27

Oyster Run

Cap Sante

Group Event

Joshua Ellingson
Fleet Medical Officer

Oct 10

Past Commodores Salmon Barbeque

Clubhouse

Aydelotte

Directors

Oct 24

Oktoberfest

Clubhouse

Graham

Nov 7

Fall Gen. Mem. Meeting and
Crab Feed

Clubhouse

Sjostrom

Dec 6

Christmas Decorating Party

Clubhouse

Board

Dec 6

Reindeer Romp

La Conner

Women of SYC

Dec 12

Lighted Christmas Boat Parade

Clubhouse

Davisson

Cheryl Stinson
Treasurer
Craig Sjostrom
Secretary
Mike Sisk
Port Captain

Mary Lee
Newsletter
Ben Biggers
Reciprocity
Tom Aydelotte
Jeff Marrs
Membership
Jenny Janda
Advertising
Brent Malone
Dockmaster

Skagit Valley
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Randall Ayers

And before you know it, Opening Day happens.
The clubhouse has been cleaned, and things have been shaken
down. It’s time to reward your hard work with a summer full of
fun!
Another full schedule of events starts with the annual Opening Day
ceremonies and boat parade. I’m not sure who is in charge of the
weather, but hopefully she likes boat parades!
If you have an MMSI number for your boat (VHF DSC radio)
please bring it to opening day so we can put these numbers in our
member database. I’m trying to get everyone’s information updated before summer. I also have a
“group” MMSI for our club, which can be used for group calling. Very helpful for large events or rough
conditions.
As the boating season progresses, your newsletter editor would also appreciate any photos, articles,
recipes, and other items of interest to share with the club. Event pictures are the most looked at pages on
the website, so keep them coming, and I’ll make sure that they get posted.
I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at opening day and out on the water at all the events this year.
Let the fun begin!

Randall Ayers
Vice Commodore
Mojito

Seems like Yesterday...
By Wendy Britt

In March of 1994, our club hosted "Western Night". A total of 24 fun loving couples and a few kids attended to
learn some dance moves like swing um high and swing um low and a little doe-c-doe. The square dancing was
challenging, but we managed to look pretty good at the end.
Dinner was served at 6:00 and if I remember correctly chili with beans was the main dish with the dancing
afterwards.
For some reason, it was determined not to do it again (think Blazing Saddles campfire scene).
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Bob Davisson

Time—when you think about it no more precious of a commodity exists in the
world for any of us. We all have 24 hours in a day and it is up to us to decide how
and where we spend our time. Most of us allow the urgent things in life to
overrun the important, and some of those urgent things that we take care of are a
result of ignoring the important while we take care of the other urgent items in
our lives. The “Honey Do” list that my wife generously provides me and patiently
tries to teach me how to write out regularly is always important but it will likely be
replaced with the urgent items that come from ignoring previous lists that she has
come to my aid with. I’m sure it disappoints her, yet she continues to love me
anyway so I strive to get better at taking care of the lists.
So, how does this relate to the Club? No, it’s not like that, Cindy doesn’t keep us from coming to the
events until I complete the lists. That’s not the point here. One of the important things for us in life is to
spend time with friends and family. We, like you, chose to be part of this club because of the people. All
of the people in this club are important to us and to our lives. Now we can’t make it to every event but
every event that we do attend reminds us how much fun it is to get together with all of you. The sum of
the body of our club is truly refreshing and great to be a part of. As a result we choose to make the time
that we spend in the Club an important component of our lives. That is what inspires us to attend the
events and even help coordinate some of them.
The latest event that we helped with was the Klubhouse Kleanup. You might ask, “How could that event
possibly be fun?” The individuals that volunteer and attend are what makes that one fun actually. The
character of our Club members are reflected on that day alone and that knowledge that we are not alone
in this effort is exciting to me. I want to list out the names of all of the folks that were there because they
all played such an important role. What really surprised me was all of the new members that took part in
the work party. We’d especially like to thank them for the integral role that they played on that day.
Darrin and Barb Hoy came all the way up from Sandy, OR to help out. Kevin and Kristi Gundersen
rolled in early and were one of the last to leave. Bill Merriweather came and quietly yet effectively
cleaned and straightened the storage closet. Because of these folks and their initiative to get the job
done, all of the tasks that were on the list were completed, and even a little bit more. It was impressive
to see exactly how much got done on that great and fun day.
A special thanks to Craig and Elizabeth Sjostrom for using their trailer to take a bunch of limbs and
brush to the dump for us, and very special thanks to Glen Beam for the awesome work that he did to
enclose the woodpile. All in all, I really thank each and every one of you for all that you did—the
teamwork and camaraderie was special and very memorable.
Bob Davisson
Rear Commodore

Lake Washington

C-lassie
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More evidence of the fun that was had. :) Photography by Cindy Davisson
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A gaggle of helpers rolled across the clubhouse property to prune, pressure wash, trim, haul, wipe, paint,
and cull for the ultimate spring cleaning. Thank you to everyone that helped before, during, and after!
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The inaugural Music Appreciation Night was filled with the sounds of
trumpets, songs recorded by Captain John, jazz, and rock history. The
clubhouse was festive with parrots and sombreros while people feasted on
tres leche cake, tortilla chips, tamales, guacamole, taquitos, and
cheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeese. Thank you to everyone that attended
to share their musical interests!

May 2 @ Clubhouse
This year’s theme is celebrating the 70s and Jaws, “we’re going to need a bigger boat” 40-year anniversary. Decorations can go either the 70s theme, Jaws, or a combination of both! Break out those Avocado
Green and Harvest Gold appliances, Bell Bottom pants, and lava lamps, baby… we’re going to put some
70s music on and boogie!
Saturday morning Boat Decorating
12:30pm
Parade Registration
1:00pm
Opening Day Ceremonies
2:00pm
Blessing of the Fleet
2:30pm
Captain’s Safety Meeting (your attendance is required to participate in the parade)
3:00pm
Staging in the North Basin for the Parade. Parade Begins
5:00pm
Potluck (bonus points for 70s food)
6:00pm
Parade Award
Music all night long
For ideas, see http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/1970s_in_fashion
http://www.bettycrocker.com/menus-holidays-parties/mhplibrary/parties-and-get-togethers/70stheme-party-retro-food-recipes
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May 15-17 @ Lopez Islander Resort
OK, SYC Ladies! It's time to brush up on our boat handling skills for this year's SYC Ladies' Cruise and ply the waters
to Lopez Islander Resort! It'll be a fun-filled weekend with other lady skippers from SYC with great food, a beverage
or two and camaraderie with other women.
Friday, May 15: we'll welcome the fleet with potluck appies on the dock, then up to the bar for the DJ and karaoke
and perhaps a game of pool
Saturday, May 16: we'll have breakfast, walk to town or perhaps a dip in the pool or hot tub, and a potluck BBQ on
the dock, PJs, chick flicks, and/or games. Bring your BBQ favorite, a side or dessert to share, and your favorite spirits.
Call the Islander for slip reservations at 360-468-2233; for more info or if you'd like to crew with a boat, contact
Linda Beam at smallstuffcanvas@gmail.com or Babette Gundersen at 360-708-6203 ASAP (space fills up quickly).
See you there!

June 20-21 @ Lopez Islander Resort
The annual Steak Fry and Golf Tournament at the Lopez Islander Resort on beautiful Fisherman Bay, is coming up! Please
call the Lopez Islander to make your slip reservations: 1- 800-736-3434 and make sure you tell her you are with
the Swinomish Yacht Club. Be sure to book early because the Bellingham Yacht Club will also be there.

Friday, June 19
5:30pm. Happy hour on the dock. BYOB and potluck appys.
Saturday, June 21st
8:00am. Coffee eye-openers with breakfast goodies
9:00am. Transportation to golf course.
10:00am. Tee Time hosted by Gail and Bill Kortum
*If you are planning to golf, please RSVP no later than June 1st to Gail Kortum beamnwater@aol.com.
If you are not planning to golf, you might enjoy the resort pool and hot tub or rent a bike and tour Lopez.
The Saturday market in town is only a short walk away.

5:00pm. Grills will be ready for dinner on the resort deck. Bring your own meat for the grill,
plates, cutlery, and a potluck dish to share. Try not to bring cole slaw.
Last name A-J: Please bring a dessert
Last name K-Z: Bring a salad or side dish

NO BYOB! All alcoholic beverages on the deck during dinner are to be purchased from the resort bar.
Sunday, June 22nd
8:00am. Coffee, eye-openers and breakfast goodies on the dock
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Jul 11-12 @ Roche Harbor
For the young and the young at heart! Games,
activities, prizes, and awards!

Contact Gretchen Erga at gretchen@esci.net or
360-303-1217 to RSVP with the number of
kids, ages, and any special requirements.

Jul 17-18 @ Cap Sante
Wine and Dine is being revisited as Wine and Stein this year. Join the group for wine and beer
pairings, as if you could ever go wrong with wine and beer in general.

&

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
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administrator: Mary Lee & Randy
Ayers
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Phil Fusselman
Ship’s Store Manager
206-406-3200

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store!

You can now pay on-line
using PayPal!

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

