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I have truly been impressed by the turnout at
all of our events this year, and the Past
Commodore’s Salmon BBQ was no exception.
We had a turnout of about 100 people, and I
heard compliments from many that the food
was outstanding. There were many helping
hands that made it successful, a big thanks to
our Past Commodores for the delicious meal
and everybody who helped clean up!
At time of submission of our October reports,
the Wine n’ Dine/Oyster Run weekend had
not wrapped up. I unfortunately was not able
to attend, but heard multiple reports of Jeff
and Shaunna Marrs being fabulous hosts.
Apparently the name Jeff in our club is synonymous for auctioneer, the event
raised about $1300 for the club. Wow. Hats’ off to the fabulous hosts!
Our next event is our second of two general membership meetings at the
clubhouse on November 8th. This meeting is not one to miss. We will discuss
the 2015 budget and events, announce boating family of the year, life
members, and chair and director nominations as well as thank our outgoing
directors. Our club is on a great trajectory, I hope you are able to attend. And
if you need enticing, this event is also our annual crab feed. Let’s get crabby!

Jan 18-19

Winter Bonfire

Jan. 25

Commodore’s Ball

Feb 15-16

Fishing Derby

Feb 22

Sip and Sew

Mar 1

Family Fun Night

Mar 15

Spring General Membership

Mar 29-30

Bowling Extravaganza

Apr 12-13

Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown

May 3

Opening Day

May 17-18

Ladies Cruise

Jun 21-22

Steak Fry & Golf Tournament

Jul 12-13

Kids’ Cruise

Jul 19-20

Crash ‘n Burn

Aug 16-17

Clam Bake

Sep 27-28

Wine ‘n Dine / Oyster Run

Oct 4

Past Commodores Salmon BBQ

Oct 25

Halloween

Nov 8

Fall General Membership & Crab Feed

Dec 13

Christmas Decorating & Boat Parade

Jan 24

Commodore’s Ball

2015

Winter moorage is now available for club members at our recip dock. Having
a long term boat (or two), in addition to Fish Tales, moored at our recip dock
helps offset the cost of the lease of the dock from the Port. The monthly rate is
$250 and is available until May 1st. If you are interested in this offer, please
contact me or our Dockmaster Brent Malone.
I look forward to seeing you at the General Membership Meeting and Crab
Feed,
Tessa Aydelotte
Commodore
Docktails

Past Commodores’ BBQ wrap up
Thank you, Cryss. and Jeff Toycen, for hosting a tasty and excellent BBQ
with salmon, baby back ribs, beans, and potato salad! Also, thank you to all
the Commodores and spouses that assisted with the event: Wendy and Randy
Britt, Marla & Steve Ries, Tracey & Shannon Hugel, Tessa & Tom Aydelotte,
and more.
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Steve Hoeft

Tessa Aydelotte
Commodore

As we count down the days to the end of October,
it’s that time when I have to finalize the schedule of
events for the 2015 boating season. I am very happy
to announce that every event for 2015 has a host. I
would like to thank everyone who has volunteered
to sponsor an event. If you would like to help out/
co-host with one of the events for the next year,
please don’t hesitate to ask. This is a really great
way to meet fellow SYC members: new ideas are
always welcome. The 2015 schedule of events will
be announced at the fall general membership crab
feed meeting on November 8th.

Steve Hoeft
Vice Commodore
Randy Ayers
Rear Commodore/website
Jeff Toycen
Past Commodore
Cheryl Stinson
Treasurer
Bobbie Arthur
Secretary
Bob Davisson
Port Captain
Joshua Ellingson
Fleet Medical Officer

Directors
Mary Lee
Newsletter
Mike Rawls
Reciprocity
Tom Aydelotte
Facilities
Will Cox
Membership & Fundraising
Jenny Janda
Long Range Planning
Brent Malone
Dockmaster

I am adding a few new events this year. The first new event is going to be in
conjunction with the Wizard Tournament on February 7th. This is a card
game we have done before, but what is new is a membership breakfast. It
will be a great way to meet new/old members in the morning before the
Wizard tournament. I plan to get members together for breakfast, a fire in
the fire place, and conversation.
The second new event is the Music Appreciation Night. This event came
into being by accident one night while a group of us were listening to music
and sharing what we knew about the songs that we choose to play. At this
event any type of music goes, rock, classical, jazz, country…, any music you
would to share. We will have Bluetooth receivers in the clubhouse, so you
can share your music with everyone easily.
The third event that is slightly different is the Wine and Stein; this event
will happen in July in place of the Crash and Burn. We have done the Wine
and Dine before, but this event will also include something for the beer
connoisseur.
We don’t have all the specifics on all these events yet, so please look for
more information in future publications of the Channel Marker in the
coming year!
Steve Hoeft
Vice Commodore
Slip Away
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Randy Ayers

November is a good time to contemplate the memories that we’ve
experienced and shared so far this year. As I sit here with cats on my
lap and a beer on my desk, it’s difficult to select a single event as my
favorite of the Swinomish Yacht Club calendar.
Friday Harbor is an excellent venue for various activities like the
Fourth of July parade, picnic with marimba band, bowling, or
Herb’s. Whether it’s bowling with Cryss., pool playing with Glen, or
basketball shooting with Emily, it is an opportunity to exercise my
competitiveness in a friendly atmosphere. It’s so fun and heartwarming (especially as a new grandpa) to see the young members of
our club like Emily grow and become active members as well.
It’s wonderful to see the club camaraderie for the clubhouse cleanup.
Everybody pitched in from Kathleen planting flowers to Jeff going head first into a dark furnace closet
that few had dared to open earlier. John and Trish Aydelotte are always gracious hosts, and we are
thankful for their continued hospitality and loyalty. The Cornet Bay contingent has been very active in
recruiting members to the yacht club, and we’ve seen other Cornet Bay residents join us for events from
Anacortes to Sucia Island.
The Spring General Membership meeting had excellent food hand-made by the esteemed Shannon
Hugel, and Opening Day was celebrated by the much-loved tradition of red-white-and-blue. With so
many boats decked out in colors, the whole channel was no longer gray but full of lively spirit. In fact,
our boat stayed red-white-and-blue from May through mid-July, and there are likely still a few flag
stickers stuck on various windows still.
I sadly watched the boat go away up the Channel for the Ladies Cruise, but I am fully confident in my
lovely wife as captain of Mojito. She is safety-aware and knowledgeable about tide tables, currents,
charts, GPS, and radar. Because I am fortunate to have her help with the maintenance of the boat, I
know that she checks the oil level before starting engines (just like she does for her car at every gas fillup) and watches the oil pressure and voltage gauges to make sure everything is working as it should
while underway. Being gadget-friendly people, we’ve also installed engine room cameras to help monitor
the engines too.
The Steak Fry was very lucky to have excellent turnout to enjoy the perfect boating, golfing, al fresco
dining, and marshmallow driving weather. You should check out Michael’s excellent pictures at http://
www.swinomishyachtclub.org/?page_id=1287&album=2014SteakFry if you want to be reminded of
what beautiful blue skies we had that weekend. Great steak too.
I’ll reminisce about Clam Bake, Wine-n-Dine/Oyster Run, Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ, Halloween,
and the Fall General Membership meeting in next month’s article.
Thank you to all of you being an active part of our boating community. Invite your boat neighbors (even
if they’re not part of the club) and bring a dessert to the Christmas Boat Parade on Dec 13. We’d love to
see the whole channel with more boats decorated with lights. Afterwards, we can lounge and talk about
future boating events over eggnog and dessert by the fireplace.
Randy Ayers
Rear Commodore
Mojito
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Wine and Dine was a fabulous event with great fun, food,
wine, oysters, people, and dancing!

Michael and Bobbie Arthur with the winning
decoration

Dan Irish with custom scooter

Oyster feast
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More pictures at http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/?
page_id=1287&album=2014OysterRunWinenDine

Jeff Marrs, auctioneer extraordinaire

Arrrrrrrrrrr!

Decorated wine bottles for auction

The Channel Marker

Page 6

Congratulations to our Halloween costume winners!

Theresa and Frank
Bobbie and Michael
Lynn and Steve
Thanks

go to the following people: Gretchen for decorating and hosting an excellent Halloween party, Linda
for helping to decorating the scary clubhouse, Brent for organizing cake, Randy for the tunes, Theresa for the
cornstalks, and many people to help return the clubhouse to its non-scary self.
More pictures at http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/?page_id=1287&album=2014HalloweenParty
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Nov 8 @ Clubhouse
Join us at the clubhouse for the Fall
General Membership meeting and All
You Can Eat Crab Feed.
Jerry & Shellie Highet will host this
event, and they are looking for
volunteers to help.
Friday: We will cook the crab on the
docks starting about 5:00 Friday night.
Bring a crab cooker and come join us in
all the fun.
Saturday: The general membership meeting will start at 6:00 and the all you can
eat crab feed will start about 7:00. The cost this year will be $20 pp and kids under
15 are free.
RSVP to shellie@smiley-ins.com ASAP if you plan to attend to help us plan on
how much crab to purchase this year and if you are available to volunteer on Friday
and/or Saturday.
Any questions, you can call Jerry or Shellie at 360-766-7414.

Photos for the club yearbook/roster
New members, do you have a photo that you want to appear in the 2015 SYC
Membership Roster? Members, do you want to change out their existing photo for a
different one?
Please send your photos to Michael Arthur at michael@macreativeco.com
Alternatively, Michael can take your photo at the General Meeting.
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Dec 6 @ La Conner
Attention SYC first mates! It's back! After a few years hiatus, the Reindeer Romp
returns!
Join hostesses Tracey Hugel and Linda Beam for a fun-filled day of Christmas shopping
in La Conner with other SYC ladies.
Bring, or have your skipper bring, your boat (or just join us) to the reciprocal dock
Saturday, December 6 for mimosas and a light breakfast on Copacetic around 10 a.m.
Share your favorite champagne with us. Then we will romp to Hellam's for wine tasting and then proceed to shop the
shoppes of La Conner (reindeer antlers mandatory!) and perhaps stop for a refreshment along the way. In past years,
this unevent has been a lot of fun and really gets you in the Christmas spirit!
Questions? Call Tracey Hugel (360-420-4666) or Linda Beam (360-708-8429). See you there!

Dec 7 @ Clubhouse
Join us at the clubhouse for the breakfast of champions (bacon and eggs!) at 9am and let’s
decorate the clubhouse with trees, lights, wreaths, reindeer, tinsel. Then, we’ll cheer on the
Seahawks to a win over the 49ers at 1:25pm.
Don’t forget to bring an ornament with your boat name on it for our tree! It’s wonderful to see our big tree decorated
with memories of the past and memories that we’ll make out on the water.
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Dec 13 @ Clubhouse
Theme: Festival of lights
Dust off your Christmas decorations and glue/tie/wrap them onto your
boat. This event is open to anyone with a boat, anyone that is a guest of
someone with a boat, or anyone really. Invite everyone for a fun-filled time.
•

3-5pm — Registration for Boats in the Parade

•

5pm —Captains’ Meeting ( mandatory )

•

6pm —Parade Begins

•

8-ish— Potluck Dessert Bar, Music, & Dancing

•

BYOB—Club will provide mixer

There is a rumor that Santa Claus may be making an appearance, so be
sure to bring along the kids, grandkids or the kids-at-heart!
Please RSVP to Randy Ayers randyayers@comcast.net or (206) 920-5133.
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Jan 24 @ Clubhouse

Bring out your best Tommy Bahama wear and join us for prime rib at the
Commodore’s Ball.
Cost is $45/pp and invitations will be sent out this month in November.
RVSP to

The Channel Marker

Page 11

Jan 17 @ Blakely Marina
The Grahams and Beams are
hosting an outdoor cookout at
Blakely Island Marina. We have
reserved the open-air patio for
Saturday January 17th.
Everyone can bring something to
cook and cook with (Dutch ovens work best). The
cooking starts at noon and will continue all day. We
really need firewood-lots.
No need to call the marina to get moorage. We have
it reserved already. If you don't head home on
Sunday, you can head over to Lopez Islander Resort
to watch the NFL playoffs and get in the hot tub.
Monday is a national holiday.

For more information, call Glen
at 360-708-8539 or Ray at 425765-0092.

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Channel Marker Editor & website
administrator: Mary Lee & Randy
Ayers
Published by
Tillinghast Postal & Business Center

Phil Fusselman
Ship’s Store Manager
206-406-3200

CHECK OUT SHIP'S STORE
For all new members in the last six months, special low pricing on selected items from the ship’s store!
You can now pay on-line
using PayPal!

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

