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I would like to start off this month article with a great big 
“thank you” to Lisa and Ray Graham and their helpers Linda 
and Glen Beam, Mary and Jim Neal, Elizabeth and Craig 
Sjostrom, Mary Lee and all the other people who helped for 
host the Oktoberfest Event at the clubhouse. The food was 
spectacular, my favorite was the sauerbraten and the 
German potato salad, oh wait…..I forgot the homemade 
beer! I know everyone enjoyed themselves from the delicious 
food to the music provided by our own Randy Ayers till the 
wee hours of the morning. If you get a chance you must 
attend this event next year………we might have to talk Lisa 
and Ray into hosting again.  
 
November 7th is coming fast; this date is significant because 
this is the day of the Fall General Membership annual meeting and Crab Feed event, 
hosted by Craig and Elizabeth Sjostrom. Craig and Elizabeth would appreciate help 
with cooking and cleaning of the crap on Friday November 6th. Please contact Craig at 
cdsjostrom@gmail.com if you can help.  There will be a social hour starting at 5:00 
P.M. and the meeting will start at 6:00 P.M. with dinner following the meeting at 7:00 
P.M.  
 
For those of you that have not attended this meeting before, this is how we share 
what’s been going on with the board of directors and how we  have been hard at work 
guiding SYC through the year. Vice commodore Randy Ayers will looking to get the 
2016 budget approved by the membership and will also be asking for volunteers to fill 
the 2016 event schedule with hosts?  If you have any questions during the meeting I 
encourage you to speak out and I’ll answer your questions the best I can.  
 
During the meeting our Rear commodore Bob Davisson will be announcing the board 
positions to be filled that the nominating committee has recommended to him, I will 
be calling on other nominations to the members before we vote in our newest 
additions to the board. The nominating committee consists of Ray and Lisa Graham, 
Jim and Mary Neil, and Jeff Toycen. Members nominated for positions are Jeff Marrs 
for Rear Commodore, Dan Irish for Membership Director and Shauna Marrs for Ships 
Stores. Also I will be announcing the Boating Family of the year for 2016!  
 
Mark your calendars for January 23rd! This is the day of the 2016 Commodores Ball 
and Changing of the Watch Ceremony. Lynn and I are in final stages of planning and I 
will give details for this event in the December Channel Marker.  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Steve Hoeft  
Commodore 
Slip Away 
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Jan 17-18 Winter cookout 

Jan 24 Commodores’ Ball 

Feb 7 Wizard Tournament 

Feb 28 Family Fun Night 

Mar 14 New membership breakfast 

Mar 14 Spring General Membership  

Mar 28 Bowling Extravaganza 

Apr 11-12 Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown 

Apr 25 Music Appreciation Night 

May 2 Opening Day 

May 16-17 Ladies Cruise 

Jun 20-21 Steak Fry 

Jul 11-12 Kids Cruise 

Jul 17-18 Wine and Stein 

Aug 15-16 Clam Bake 

Sep 26-27 Oyster Run 

Oct 10 Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ 

Oct 24 Oktoberfest 

Nov 7 Fall General Membership 

Dec 6 Christmas Decorating Party 

Dec 6 Reindeer Romp 

Dec 12 Christmas Boat Parade 

Sep 19 Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ 
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Date Event Place Hosts 

Nov 7 Fall Gen. Mem. Meeting and 
Crab Feed 

Clubhouse Sjostrom 

Dec 6 Christmas Decorating Party Clubhouse Board 

Dec 6 Reindeer Romp La Conner Women of SYC 

Dec 12 Lighted Christmas Boat Parade Clubhouse Davisson 

Join us at the clubhouse or an on-the-water event. Invite a neighbor, bring your fam-

ily, or bring just yourselves. Some events are tried-and-true-traditional, and others 

Do you know that feeling of opening boxes and not knowing what’s in 

them? It literally is Christmas when you can join the party at the club-

house, haul out boxes full of Christmas decorations, and hang them up.  

Dec 6—Clubhouse deco-

rating 

Dec 6—Reindeer romp 

Dec 12—Boat parade: 

Christmas in the islands 



 

 

 

 

 

As the Earth hurls itself around that glowing orb we refer to as the sun, again we 
lose our preferred axis, and now bounce the smaller ions and radiation off into 
space, saving precious little to warm us, and give us light into the late hours.  

The long days in our summer time is one of the things I really like about living in 
the Pacific Northwest. Of course the opposite is true in the winter, with its long 
periods of darkness. It is however a great time to get to all those nagging projects 
that you’ve been putting off. I know my list is growing each day, as are all of yours 
are too, I’m sure. 

One of the advantages of our group is knowledge and willingness to help out. The 
members email list is one way to get answers to your questions. Everyone can 

email to all the members at once, to ask for help, for answers to a question, or just to see what everyone 
is up to for the weekend. Simply send your email to members@swinomishyachtclub.org and it will be 
broadcast to all the members. 

While I’m on the subject, there have been a few instances of people not receiving email from the list. 
Chances are it’s gone into a spam folder. Check your spam folder, and if found, drag it into your inbox, or 
mark it as a safe sender. Many times creating a contact for members@swinomishyachtclub.org in your 
address book is all it takes.  

Moving on to something completely different. As all of you are aware, this is a club of volunteers, as such 
our very existence not only depends on, but also requires members to step up and help out. Nominations 
for board positions and other positions are open, and everyone is highly encouraged to volunteer to help 
steer our club into smooth waters, for the years to come.  If you want to help, but aren’t able to commit 
to a “full time” position (for lack of a better term), then please step up and host an event, either on the 
water or at the clubhouse. It really is up to you to make the future what you want it to be. 

Big general membership meeting and crab feed on November 7th. Hope to see all of you there. 
Thanksgiving. Christmas, boat cruise December 12th, which I know will have a great turn out of 
decorated boats, as usual. Christmas, and then New Years. Oh, and Seahawks football…. When am I 
going to have time to finish all these projects?!?!? 

Randall Ayers  
Vice Commodore 
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Here we are coming down the stretch of 2015 and beginning with the Fall General 
Membership meeting on November 7th we really see how close the last day of the 
year is.  Now don’t let the last statement confuse you.  The Crab Feed is also on 
that same date, it is even in the same building and room.  We will just be doing the 
business before the feeding begins.   

I have heard that there are many that will be celebrating Thanksgiving out on the 
water as they do that every year.  That can always be an exciting time, like last 
year.  If my memory serves me right there was a bit of a wet and cold spell that 
blew through forming icicles on the lines and railings of many boats. It surely 

made the turkey taste better.  If you’re interested ask around at the Crab Feed and you will find out who’s 
going where. 

Right after Thanksgiving, December is upon us.  The first Sunday of the month is December is the 6th 
and that is a great day for Reindeer Romp as well as the time for the Clubhouse decorating for the 
Christmas season.  We’ll be starting relatively early and for those of you that would like to watch the 
Seahawks take care of the Vikings we will have the TV running the game—I know that I don’t want to 
miss that either. 

The following Saturday is the time that we provide the parade spectacular that keeps people coming in to 
La Conner every winter.  This year’s theme is Christmas in the Islands, and you can use any island theme 
that you prefer.  Since many of you will be at the guest dock or in the marina working hard on the 
decoration of your boats we will have  what we are calling a Taco Bar with a Tip Jar available so that you 
won’t have to worry about fixing a late lunch/dinner on your boat while you are beautifying your boats.  
It will be open from 2-5 and the only thing that will be missing is Tecate and undrinkable water.  Plan on 
attending and participating in the Parade, you will remember it as one of the high points of your boating 
year. 

See you at the general membership meeting… 

Bob Davisson  

Rear Commodore’s Report ...  
Bob Davisson 
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THANK YOU to Lisa and Ray Graham who hosted a 

fabulous event at the clubhouse with fantastic food, 

dessert, beer, costume contest, and even a beer and 

balloon contest. Cheers to all who attended to make 

this a fun event! 
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Nov 7 @ Clubhouse 

Join us at the clubhouse for the Fall 

General Membership meeting, All You 

Can Eat Crab Feed, and auction/raffle.  

FRIDAY: Contact Craig at cdsjos-

trom@gmail.com if you want to volun-

teer to clean crab at the dock and help 

cook crab on the back porch. Beer, 

venison chili, and cornbread will be 

available for the volunteers. 

SATURDAY: The general membership meeting is held and people dive 

into the all you can eat crab feed. 

 5pm Social hour 

 6pm Meeting 

 7pm Dinner. $15/adult, $8/kid. 

AUCTION & RAFFLE 

Bring your donations, treasures, and items for the auction and raffle. If you 

need ideas, try baked goods, gift baskets, tools, or boat parts. 

SHIP’S STORE 

Need SYC gear? Visit the Ship’s Store. 

RSVP to cdsjostrom@gmail.com if you plan to attend to help us plan 

on how much crab to purchase this year and if you are available to volun-

teer on Friday and/or Saturday.  
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December 12, 2005 

Theme:  Christmas in the Islands 

It’s time to use your creative thinking caps for this year’s Christmas Pa-

rade theme.  As we did last year this event is open to anyone with a 

boat.  If you know of someone that is in your marina wishing that they 

could participate in an event like this, invite them along for this very ex-

citing and fun time.                                                                                                            

 

2-5 PM –Taco Bar with a Tip Jar at the Clubhouse 

5 PM – Captains meeting at the Clubhouse (Mandatory)  

6 PM – Parade Begins 

7:30-ish – Dessert Potluck Bar, Music, and Other Fun Family Activities 

BYOB – Club will provide mixer 
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P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swi nomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

 
Shaunna Marrs 

Ship’s Store Manager 

 

 

 

You can now pay on-line 

using PayPal! 

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 
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