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Thanks to the help of Steve and Dan Irish and past
commodore Shannon Hugel the four of us were able to finish
painting the trim on the clubhouse. This project was started
back in May and due to our busy schedules we were not able
to get back on it, so getting it finished was nice. We were able
to accomplish this the same day as the Past Commodores
Salmon Barbecue so our house was standing tall for all the
past commodores. Also I would like to thank Brent Malone
who replaced the flag pole light with a new led one……I think
he said this new light was something like 1.2 gigawatts!! Well
almost, got a call from the International Space Station last
week and they asked us if we could turn the light down a
little…..I’ll leave that to Brent to deal with. It was a fun day of
working on the clubhouse and helping around the barbecue
pit learning the ropes for the Salmon Barbeque. I would also like to take this
opportunity to thank all the past commodores who helped make this event a huge
success! Everyone worked so hard to put on a great dinner……and…..you did not
disappoint us!
The month of October brings the Oktoberfest event at the clubhouse on October 24th.
I hear Ray and Lisa Graham have some special treats planned for us all! Please RSVP
to raygraham1@msn.com

Jan 17-18

Winter cookout

Jan 24

Commodores’ Ball

Feb 7

Wizard Tournament

Feb 28

Family Fun Night

Mar 14

New membership breakfast

Mar 14

Spring General Membership

Mar 28

Bowling Extravaganza

Apr 11-12

Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown

Apr 25

Music Appreciation Night

May 2

Opening Day

May 16-17

Ladies Cruise

Jun 20-21

Steak Fry

Jul 11-12

Kids Cruise

Jul 17-18

Wine and Stein

Aug 15-16

Clam Bake

Sep 19

Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ

Sep 26-27

Oyster Run

Oct 10

Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ

Oct 24

Oktoberfest

Nov 7

Fall General Membership

Dec 6

Christmas Decorating Party

Dec 6

Reindeer Romp

Dec 12

Christmas Boat Parade

We are approaching that time of year for the fall General Membership meeting. As
you know this also the crab feed which is November 7th, this year Craig and Elizabeth
Sjostrom are hosting. Please if you plan on attending RSVP to cdsjostrom@gmail.com
for this event so the hosts can get an idea on how much crab to purchase……this
makes it a little easier to plan for. At this event we have the General Membership
Meeting; this is your chance to nominate people for board positions which will be
announced by rear commodore Bob Davisson. I know the nominating committee has
been busy
working on filling
the rear
commodore
position. Also vice
commodore
Randy Ayers will
be announcing
the 2016 schedule
of events. I hope
to see everyone at
the meeting.
Steve Hoeft
Commodore
Slip Away
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Officers
Steve Hoeft
Commodore
Randall Ayers
Vice Commodore/website
Bob Davisson
Rear Commodore

Join us at the clubhouse or an on-the-water event. Invite a neighbor, bring your family, or bring just yourselves. Some events are tried-and-true-traditional, and others
Date

Event

Place

Hosts

Oct 24

Oktoberfest

Clubhouse

Graham

Tessa Aydelotte
Past Commodore

Nov 7

Fall Gen. Mem. Meeting and
Crab Feed

Clubhouse

Sjostrom

Cheryl Stinson
Treasurer

Dec 6

Christmas Decorating Party

Clubhouse

Board

Craig Sjostrom
Secretary

Dec 6

Reindeer Romp

La Conner

Women of SYC

Dec 12

Lighted Christmas Boat Parade

Clubhouse

Davisson

Mike Sisk
Port Captain
Joshua Ellingson
Fleet Medical Officer

Directors
Mary Lee
Newsletter
Ben Biggers
Reciprocity
Tom Aydelotte
Jeff Marrs
Membership
Jenny Janda
Advertising
Brent Malone
Dockmaster

Do you know that feeling of opening boxes and not knowing what’s in
them? It literally is Christmas when you can join the party at the clubhouse, haul out boxes full of Christmas decorations, and hang them up.
Dec 6—Clubhouse decorating
Dec 6—Reindeer romp
Dec 12—Boat parade:
Christmas in the islands
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Randall Ayers

I’m not going to remind you how many shopping days are left until Christmas. It’s
shockingly few. You have felt the chill in the air, and witnessed the dew on the
ground. No denying, it’s autumn.
Seems that not so long ago I was writing about all the fun events and other
activities to come, and now many have passed. We are left with great memories,
and new friendships as well. One of the things about this club that I really like, is
the way new friendships start, and grow over time. It’s so much fun to be a part of.
With only a few events left this year, it’s time to start thinking about next years
schedule. The annual events that involve the clubhouse are all set, however the
remainder of events are still not carved in stone. Meaning, the dates are
“reserved” but the details of the event are still open. We’ve changed things up from the “traditional”
events and did things a bit differently the last few years. I think we can all agree that we have had great
participation and turn out each time.
So with that, we’re challenging all members to best this year’s success, with an even better 2016! We’re
challenging everyone to step up and make a commitment to host an event in 2016, by or at the General
Membership meeting in November. We already have a few commitments, so if you want to host a
traditional event, or organize something new, now is the time to throw your hat into the ring.
Since the Shipwreck days was such a huge success this year, we are asking members to please consider
donating to next years inventory. If you have items that you think would sell, we can take them. We have
limited storage available if you need it gone. Please contact me directly for more information.
A few year end things to think about.
Pictures for next year’s yearbook. Some may want to
have an updated photograph, or may want to submit
a personal picture, and some don’t have pictures at
all.
Changes? Address, phone, email, boat? Another
thing we would like to add is your boats MMSI
number. I’ll have more on this in the next few
months.
I figure that you lost about two minutes thirty
seconds worth of shopping time before Christmas,
reading this column.

Randall Ayers
Vice Commodore
Mojito
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Bob Davisson

If you have been in your boat on the water this summer you have most likely
enjoyed the best summer that we have had in quite a while. One of the benefits of
belonging to SYC is the opportunity to cruise with other members to different
places outside of the regular planned events. We heard about several others that
did trips together in this summer season to many beautiful spots in both the San
Juans and the Gulf Islands, too. That makes summers like this even more fun than
ever.
Now with the cool nights and beautiful days that we are experiencing in the early
days of fall we are getting excited for fall boating. It’s nice to be able to cruise into
a marina without worrying about not having a space available, or having to wait in line for fuel. Fall
boating here in the great northwest is really beautiful. Even if you have to drive from outside of the La
Conner area to get to your boat it is just as beautiful to get to your boat as it is to get on your boat and
head out. Fall is such a beautiful time of year.
Fall is also the time of the year that we have the General Membership meeting (November 7th)—where
the new officers are voted on for the following boating season. We have a pretty steady group of folks on
the board currently and the primary change that we have at this point is to backfill the position currently
filled by me. The Rear Commodore position comes open every year as we move through the chairs.
Fortunately we have an experienced crew to fill the shoes of the nominating committee. We have Ray
and Lisa Graham (club members since 2003), Jim and Mary Neal (club members since 2006), and last
but not least—Jeff Toycen (past Commodore 2013 and member since 2005). This committee is created
to help with the nomination of the new Rear Commodore as well as any new directors that may need to
be filled in as well. If you feel directed to offer your services as a director or officer for the club please
reach out to me or the folks on the nominating committee. It really is a great club to represent and a lot
of fun to work with all of you.
See you all soon…
Bob Davisson
Rear Commodore
C-lassie
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Thank you, Joe Souza, Dan Follette, Gib Gibson, Brian Erga, Randy Britt, Marla Ries, Shannon
Hugel, Dave Pfost, Jeff Toycen, and Tessa Aydelotte for cooking and serving the members of the
Swinomish Yacht Club.
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Our fearless ride captain Rob Raplee led the adventurous Bill and Gail Kortum, Roger Scheltzbaum, Brian Deaton and passenger,
Carolyn Levinski, and Mary Lee down and around Chuckanut Drive, Lake Whatcom, Prairie Road, and Bow Hill Road. Scenic
stops included the Bellingham waterfront, Blue Mountain Grill for lunch, and then Bow-Edison (where we met Limp Lee himself!).
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October 24 at the club house
Don’t miss out on a really great time! We will have a little Munich right here in LaConner! Dress up in your favorite Oktoberfest costume to get into the spirit (optional). Prizes will be given
to the best woman and best man’s costume and yes, bier steins are
part of the costume too.
There will be German food like sauerbraten, sausage, sauerkraut,
spaetzle and more. A selection of beers fit for your stein and music by Randy Ayers (song requests requested).
Admission $15.00
Under age 21 $10
Doors open at 5:30
Food served at 7:00
RSVP by October 11 to Ray or Lisa Graham @ raygraham1@msn.com or lisag@ocular-instruments.com, or
425.226.1694, 425.765.0092
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Nov 7 @ Clubhouse
Join us at the clubhouse for the Fall General Membership meeting and All
You Can Eat Crab Feed. Craig & Elizabeth Sjostrom will host this event,
and they are looking for volunteers to help.

Friday: We will cook the crab on the docks. Bring a crab cooker and come
join us in all the fun.
Saturday: The general membership meeting is held and people dive into
the all you can eat crab feed.

RSVP to sdsjostrom@gmail.com if you plan to attend to help us plan
on how much crab to purchase this year and if you are available to volunteer on Friday and/or Saturday.

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Channel Marker Editor & website
administrator: Mary Lee & Randy
Ayers
Published by
Tillinghast Postal & Business Center

Shaunna Marrs
Ship’s Store Manager

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store!

You can now pay on-line
using PayPal!

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

