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Hi everyone!
Well, the year is winding down with only a few events
left for 2016.
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I would like to take a moment to thank all of the
members for making 2016 one of the best (if not the
best) year for SYC! Your participation and willingness to
give back to the club that we all love so much made it an
incredible year. Thank you all!
A great example of this was the Oyster Run. It was an
un-hosted, non-budgeted event that still attracted 17 boats! Everyone pitched
in and we all had a great time! The spirit of SYC is strong.
Two events that are coming up are the Oktoberfest on October 22 at the
clubhouse. Read more about that in this issue of the Channel Marker. After
that is our Fall General Membership meeting on November 5th. Please RSVP
as requested so we can get an accurate head count. This event is going to be a
bit different. Keeping with the theme of changing things up this year, we are
going to do a catered dinner, instead of crabs. Randy and Wendy Britt are
your hosts for this years event. Again check the Channel Marker for details.

Jan 16-11

Winter cookout

Jan 29Feb 6

Boat show

Jan 23

Commodores’ Ball

Feb 27

Family Fun Night

Mar 12

New membership breakfast

Mar 12

Spring General Membership

Apr 2

Bowling Extravaganza

Apr 9-10

Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown

Apr 23

La Conner Pub Crawl & Music Appreciation Night

May 7

Opening Day

May 21-22

Ladies Cruise

Jun 18-19

Steak Fry

Jul 9-10

Kids Cruise

Jul 16-17

Wine and Stein & ShipWreck Days

Aug 13-14

Sucia Campout

Sep 10

Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ

Sep 24-25

Oyster Run

Oct 22

Oktoberfest

Nov 5

Fall General Membership

Dec 3-4

Christmas Decorating Party

Dec 3-4

Reindeer Romp

Dec 10

Christmas Boat Parade

As you know SYC is a 100% volunteer organization. We rely on members to
step up and do whatever they can to make the club run smoothly. Each year
we ask your help in making sure that the club continues on the upwardly path
we have enjoyed for the last few years. Membership is up and events are really
fun with great turnouts. However none of this can happen without you
volunteering. This being an election year, I evoke the spirit John F. Kennedy
by saying, “Ask not what your club can do for you, but what you can do for
your club”. Let’s make the coming years even better, and you can help by
stepping up and hosting events, volunteering to help at events, and by
becoming a board member. It’s
up to all of you to take what we
have all worked so hard to
build, and move it forward. I
have no doubt that the clubs
future is very bright. It only
needs you to make it something
special.
Thanks Everyone!
Randall Ayers
Commodore
Mojito
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Officers
Randall Ayers
Commodore
Bob Davisson
Vice Commodore

Join us at the clubhouse or an on-the-water event. Invite a neighbor, bring your family, or bring just yourselves. Some events are tried-and-true-traditional, and others
Date

Event

Place

Hosts

Oct 22

Oktoberfest/Halloween

Clubhouse

Cruise

Steve Hoeft
Past Commodore

Nov 5

Fall General Membership Meeting

Clubhouse

Britt

Cheryl Stinson
Treasurer

Dec 3-4

Christmas Decorating Party

Clubhouse

Board

Dec 3-4

Reindeer Romp

La Conner

Women of SYC

Dec 10

Lighted Christmas Boat Parade

Clubhouse

Marrs

Jeff Marrs
Rear Commodore

Craig Sjostrom
Secretary
Mike Sisk
Port Captain

Directors
Joshua Ellingson
Fleet Medical Officer
Jeff Saether
Facilities
Mary Lee
Newsletter
Shaunna Marrs
Ship’s Store
Randall Ayers
Website
Dan Irish
Membership
Jenny Janda
Advertising
Brent Malone
Dockmaster
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Bob Davisson

So how was your Labor Day—did you play or labor? We and 5 other boats full of friends
attached our boats to the docks at Deer Harbor for the weekend. We got a bit of a late
start for some reason or another—it might have something to do with that whole living in
Auburn thing, but nonetheless, we were happy to be back out on the boat and away from
the worries of the world. At about the Guemes ferry crossing it dawned on me that we
could be travelling in the dark, so we began to prepare for that possibility. I switched on
the navigation lights and made sure that they came on. Then I found the flashlight. Dan
Irish would tell you that our boat has no shortage of flashlights but I have a special one
that I have always had set aside for times like this and of course, it is in a special place for
times just like this. (Note to self, we need some more batteries on board).
Having accepted the possibility that darkness might set upon our travels we began to think about some alternative
places to land for the night. It was already past the time of day that most of the marinas along the way were
closed—at least that we knew of, so we decided to push on for the adventure. As we enjoyed the sights of the trip
across Rosario Strait into Thatcher Pass we picked up a current that brought our boat speed up to 12.7 knts.—we
were flying! Now we had some hope that we might make it to the weekend slip before the evening slipped into
darkness. The extra speed (if that is what you would call it) generated by the current was fun. It felt like our boat
was trying to get up on plane, but it would only do that if there was no one around to witness it and there were
plenty of other boaters around.
Looking closely at the GPS screen we saw that the current would be with us for the remainder of the trip. That’s
when the thought of trying to slow down for the neighbors just outside of Pole Pass came to mind. I mean, the
current was pretty strong
and the “speed limit”
around that
neighborhood is like 6
mph. It seemed like that
was the speed of the
current. I couldn’t
remember ever seeing
someone on the shore
with a radar gun
checking the speed of the
boats as they moved on
by, so I had to keep the
levels of anxiety from
creeping up by telling
myself that it would all
be okay. Our focus had
to remain on beating
darkness into the slip so
we pressed on.
We made it to the slowdown point idling through to Pole Pass and then picked up the pace through that precarious
little spot. It is so pretty through that area that sometimes it is hard for me to focus on making it through the pass,
but the looming darkness of evening helped keep us off the rocks. As we moved through the pass the beauty of the
harbor opened up what would be an awesome weekend for us and the folks that allowed us to tag along. Thanks to
the current we actually made it in time for dinner with everyone and a great time of storytelling around one of the
dock tables that kept Cindy and I up way past our bedtime. That made for a good night’s sleep.
So when you make it to the Oktoberfest event coming up (hosted by Guy and Aileen Cruise) make sure that you find
someone to tell your stories to, it is always fun to remember the fun times that were had during those adventures.
Bob Davisson
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Jeff Marrs

Summer boating season is in our rear view mirror and the holiday
season is just around the corner. Why is that relevant you ask? Well,
our Christmas boat parade is coming and it will be here before you
know it. Summer boating season is in our rear view mirror and the
holiday season is just around the corner. Why is that relevant you
ask? Well, our Christmas boat parade is coming and it will be here
before you know it. This year the theme will be a Whoville Christmas
inspired by the film “The Grinch”.
The Grinch is a bitter, grouchy, cave-dwelling green monster with a
heart "two sizes too small" who lives on snowy Mount Crumpit, a
steep high mountain just north of Whoville, home of the merry and
warm-hearted Whos. His only companion is his unloved, but loyal dog, Max. From his cave, the Grinch
can hear the noisy Christmas festivities that take place in Whoville. Annoyed, he decides to stop
Christmas from coming by stealing their presents, trees, and food for their Christmas feast. He crudely
disguises himself as Santa Claus, and forces Max, disguised as a reindeer, to drag a sleigh to Whoville.
Once there, the Grinch slides down the chimney and steals all of the Whos' Christmas presents, the
Christmas tree, and the log for their fire. He is briefly interrupted in his burglary by Cindy Lou, a little
Who girl, but concocts a crafty lie to effect his escape from her home.
The Grinch then takes his sleigh to the top of Mount Crumpit, and prepares to dump all of the presents
into the abyss. As dawn breaks, he expects to hear the Whos' bitter and sorrowful cries, but is confused
to hear them singing a joyous Christmas song instead. He puzzles for a moment until it dawns on him
that "maybe Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more" than just presents and feasting. The Grinch's
shrunken heart suddenly grows three sizes larger. The reformed Grinch returns all of the Whos' presents
and trimmings and is warmly invited to the Whos' feast, where he has the honor of carving the Roast
Beast.
Start thinking about your boat decorations and costumes for the event. We will be asking for a head
count of boats that are
planning on being in the
parade. This is a great
community event that people
look
forward to all year. Check
your
email in the coming weeks for
more
details.
Jeff Marrs
Rear Commodore
Catawba
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Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...
Glen Beam

Another surprise!
If you told me to try Doe Bay
Resort on Orcas Island, I would
have laughed and conjured up
visions of old hippies with hairy
armpits and hairy legs, all sitting
around eating alfalfa sprouts and
listening to Iron Butterfly in
molding old redwood hot tubs.
But I was wrong (not hard to
believe).
Doe Bay, on
the east side
of Orcas
Island, is a
beautiful,
upbeat
resort, sporting a dinghy dock, cute, well-maintained cabins,
gorgeous grounds, with a view down Rosario Strait, and best of
all, a full-service bar that serves martinis and cold draft beer.
Yes, there were good-looking young people, shaking martinis
all night long in the beautiful wood building overlooking the
water.
The other great thing which I found slightly interesting about
Doe Bay is the three tiled hot tubs, showers and saunas (which are clothing optional). Nice touch, I thought--maybe
all bars should have this option--humm.
Alas, there was no baseball in this "paradise found," as there are "no televisions on the property." There's always
something.
I would love to
give this resort and
bar a 5 dinghy
rating, but...Boats,
Bars and No
Baseball? Strike
three, you're out.
Doe Bay receives a
4 out of 5 rating.
Darn it!
Park your boat at
Doe Island or
Blakely Marina,
get in your dinghy
and give this bar a try. Look in the hot tub. I might be there...still.
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Oct 22 @ Clubhouse
Bring your Lederhosen and join us in the Oktoberfest celebration with members and friends October 22nd.
We would like to reach out to all home brewers to bring their favorite beer for beer tasting.

$5.00 per person at the door.
5:00 6:00 Appetizers, beer & wine provided.
6:00-7:30 Dinner- Main dish: Beer Brats & Kraut Sides: potato salad vegetable & dessert
7:30-8:00 Home beer brew tasting from members)
8:00 11-45 Music & Dance

RSVP if you plan on attending, or if you plan on bringing your beer for the beer tasting.

Guy Cruise
(360)387-5158 Personal Cell
(425) 493-4273 Home
guycruise@msn.com
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Nov 5 @ Clubhouse
Fiesta at the SYC Hacienda
On November 5
“Fall Membership Appreciation Meeting”
(aka November Membership Meeting)
Fiesta Hour

5:00 pm

Membership Meeting 6:00 pm
Dinner after meeting 7ish
Dinner will be catered by La Conner’s own COA Mexican restaurant.

Menu:
3 specialty tacos – Beef, chicken, and pork
Refried beans
Spanish rice
Mexican salad
Salsa bar
Dessert

Members are encouraged to bring appetizers for fiesta hour with COA’s chips
and salsa provided.
Here’s where the appreciation part comes in: dinner with beer & sangria will
be provided at no cost to the membership. If you thirst for something else,
please bring it.

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Channel Marker Editor & website
administrator: Mary Lee & Randy
Ayers
Published by
Tillinghast Postal & Business Center

Shaunna Marrs
Ship’s Store Manager

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store!

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

