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Christmas Boat Parade

Bob Davisson

Ahoy SYC’ers
No matter how much we try to slow it down the end of
the year catches up to us and tackles us from behind.
Then, just to taunt us, it stands over the top of us and
lets us know that we haven’t done many of the things
that we had on our to-do list, or even started our
Christmas shopping—what a disappointment. Then, in the tryptophan stupor
after Thanksgiving dinner, you remember that all can be made better by decorating the boat for the upcoming Christmas Boat Parade—and as you drop
off to sleep you hope you don’t forget.
Next thing you know you start thinking about the Fall Membership meeting
as you try to remember whether you dressed up as Ginger, Skipper, The Professor or Gilligan. You were amazed by the transformation that the decorations made on the clubhouse, you felt like you had been on the 3-hour tour
yourself. Photos of the Gilligan’s Island cast were everywhere. You overhear
someone saying that the sand that is part of each of the table displays is from
beaches visited by Mitch and Jill Ruth—Jill did a fantastic job with the decorations. Pondering how you explain the sand to customs agents as you come
back into the country, you remember how Whitey’s BBQ did a great job with
the catering. Their BBQ sauces were great, the baked sweet potatoes with
pulled pork and cheese, and then the meats...mmmmmm.
Suddenly you are confused by how many guys you see dressed up like
Thurston Howell III. You remember that you’re at the Fall Membership
meeting as Mitch Ruth is marched up in front as the new Rear Commodore,
Pep Lowe is announced as the new Port Captain, Steve Stinson stepping up
to be the Director of Advertising, and introducing the new Boating Family of
the year for 2018, Dave and Mary Pfost. All the people dressed up like
Thurston Howell III were the current Board members.

Cont. on page 4
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SYC CHRISTMAS PARADE
Saturday, Dec. 9th
5:00pm—Captains’ Meeting—Clubhouse
6:00pm—Parade Time—Swinomish Channel

BOAT DECORATING ON THE GUEST DOCK

Stews, soups and salads to follow the parade at the clubhouse. Everyone
please bring a dessert to share as we have a Merry time.

Light up those boats!!!

The Channel Marker

Page 3

Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Mike Sisk

I hope everybody had a good Thanksgiving with family and lots of good food.
Hopefully you all have recovered from stuffing yourself because we have another
holiday to get ready for with lots of treats. We’re sure to gain a few more pounds.
So, as we sit and wrap presents to put under the Christmas tree and get ready for
the holiday season with family, we are also wrapping up another year at SYC as
we decorate our boats with a ton of lights as only a Griswold would do to show
off to the town. If you didn’t know, the theme this year is Christmas Vacation.
Another chance we have to enjoy our boating family back at the clubhouse
around the Christmas tree. I hope everybody brings an ornament with your boat
name and year to put on the tree. This is fun to look at the tree and see the ornaments from past years
and everybody’s creativity in their ornament. Santa is sure to be there to listen to your Christmas wish,
so come take a seat.
This year has flown by and as we reflect on all the great events that we had this year. I want to thank all
the hosts that stepped up to make the events happen. We also had some changes this year in board
positions. And like a family, we had people step up and pitch in, in the time need. These positions take a
lot of your time and responsibility. I want to thank everybody that stepped up in the time of need and for
the changes going into this next year. Speaking of next year this will be my Commodore year. We have
Commodore’s Ball coming up in January with the theme of the 80’s. I hope to keep the club going in the
right direction, which shouldn’t be hard (other than the speaking parts), since we have a great group of
members that make up our team.
I hope all of you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy Holidays!!
If you’re looking for a place to take in New Year’s there is a group of SYC’ers going to Lopez Islander.
Maybe we will see you out on the water.

Mike Sisk
Vice Commodore
Wanderlust
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2018 Commodore’s
Ball
January 20, 2018

Honoring Incoming Commodore
Mike Sisk!!!
Theme: Back to the 80’s
Catered by La Conner Seafood and Prime Rib House
Dress will be Semi-Formal, Smart Chic
Dance to 80’s music

Two couples have been given the hearty AAARRRGGGG as the newest members of the SYC family.
Randy Hessen has been boating most of his life with runabouts and ski boats. And now with his wife,
Laurie, they are now venturing into larger boats and looking for other experiences with their 26’ Searay
Sundancer, The Good Life.
Larry and Susan Layman come to us from Woodinville aboard their 38’ Hunter 386. They have been
sailing for about 12 years and ran across some club members at Coronet Bay. “They were an Awesome
group of people”. Larry says that you’ll remember them from their onboard parrot and hedgehog.
Welcome, Hessens & Laymans. We can ‘t wait to meet you all and hope to see you at the Christmas Boat
Parade.
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Commodore’s Log ...

Bob Davisson

Cont. from page 1

Unexpectedly you remember standing at the Ship Stores booth wondering why you’re handing your credit card to Cheryl Stinson while admiring yourself in a new pullover jacket with the SYC logo on it. You
feel irresistible and know that your wife will be supremely proud of how handsome you are in your new
logo sportswear. In the distance you hear your wife’s voice calling out you. You continue to admire how
awesome you look in the pullover and then her voice gets louder, and louder, and then you feel someone
bump into you. You blink as you turn around and through blurry vision you realize that you are getting
called to help with the dishes by your wife. She’s sitting on the arm of your recliner gently shaking your
shoulder asking you to come help her with the dishes so that you can have another shot at the turkey in
about half an hour.
As you stand there, dish towel in hand, trying to remember where you put the pullover that you bought
from Cheryl, you begin to think about how you really need to thank Mitch and Jill for putting on such a
wonderful evening for the Fall Membership meeting and how great it was to see everyone that came by
for the meeting and meal.
Obviously, we missed those that couldn’t attend, and Cryss. Toycen would remind us all that we to continue to need to have someone come forward to take over the responsibilities as the Director of the Newsletter. If you would like to, or know of someone that would like to step in for this position, please let either Cryss. or me know right away so that she can set up time to walk you through the process.
In the meantime, we look forward to seeing you at the Christmas Boat Parade!!
Bob Davisson
Commodore
Happy Day

If you think boating is “done” for the season because summer is over … think again! Come on out, join
your friends, and give Winter Boating a try.
There are several of us SYC boating friends that are spending the Thanksgiving weekend at Cap Sante
Marina. Bring your boat, warm clothes, your favorite holiday dish, and share good times with your
boating friends.
Another chance to experience Winter Boating with fellow SYC friends is New Year's Eve at Lopez Islander Resort in Fishermen's Bay. Bring your boat or come by ferry and stay at the hotel (make your
reservations early).
***Please note - these are SYC Un-Events and no animals were harmed in making this notice.
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Officers
Bob Davisson
Commodore
Mike Sisk
Vice Commodore
Dan Irish
Rear Commodore
Randy Ayers
Past Commodore
Rebecca Irish
Treasurer
Janine Bombach
Secretary
Mitch Ruth
Port Captain
Joshua Ellingson
Fleet Medical Officer

Directors
Jeff Saether
Facilities
Cryss. Toycen
Newsletter
Steve and Cheryl Stinson
Ship’s Store
Felicia Lowe
Website
Jeff Toycen
Membership
Brent Malone
Dockmaster
Phil Fusselman
Reciprocity

Daniel Irish

Well, Thanksgiving is over and now we move into the
Christmas mode. For Thanksgiving, some of us yacht
clubbers ventured in the high wind and seas to Anacortes. If not for the Byrd’s arriving there ahead of everyone else, some of us would have crashed into the dock.
Man, the wind just howls through the Anacortes marina.
It was all I could do to get into the entrance and then
down the waterway to our slip. After getting tided up to
the dock, the rest of the three days were just a wonderful
relaxing time. The Hugel’s and Lowe’s arrived on Thursday (dead calm water
for them) and the Brosnan’s drove in for the day. Stinson’s smoked a turkey on
the dock, which was enjoyed by all. We had high winds, heavy rain, blue skies,
overcast, warm (t-shirt warm) and downright cold, all in 3 days, but what a
great time with everyone. Nothing like sharing a life of thanksgiving with
friends.
So, we move into December, but before we jump too far, we need to remember
to come out for the SYC Christmas Light Parade on December 9th. I have heard
from a few of you, but not very many. If you plan to join us, please send me an
email to let me know you will be there and if you plan to decorate your boat for
the parade. Even if you don’t decorate your boat, please plan to come and
watch the parade, then join us for the soup and salad at the club house after the
parade.
I will have to say, I am really happy with our town of La Conner, I have received
5 gift certificates from restaurants in La Conner for us to give away as prizes at
the Lighted Parade. These restaurants are, La Conner Pub & Eatery, Nell
Thorn, La Conner Seafood & Prime Rib House, the Slider Café and COA Mexican Eatery. All of these places really want to support us as a club and I want to
make sure we always do our part in supporting them with our business. So, the
next time you visit these places, please tell them “thank you” for their support of
our club.
(cont. on page 7)
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*** Winter Moorage
Available ***
There is still winter moorage available on the reciprocal dock for a boat up to 50 ft.
It is available until May 1st, 2018
For rates and more information call or text
Brent Malone
SYC Dockmaster
425-754-3049
Those seeking moorage need not be a member. So if you know of someone looking

Rear Commodore’s Log ... Cont.
Daniel Irish

Cont. from page 6

Next is Christmas, which I know most of us will be with family, but, but, but, don’t forget about New Years
at Lopes Island. This is always a highlight for us every New Years. Most of us will be arriving there on Saturday, December 30th, so please come and join us. If you can, call Kathy at the Lopez Islander Resort to
make your reservation (360-468-2233). NO, it’s not because they will run out of dock space, it’s just because Kathy likes to know how many Prime Rib or Salmon dinners to prepare on New Years Eve. What a
deal, a 4-course dinner for two, for $50. They always set up a long table for us to be together. Oh yes, I
guess I should say that for you “trailer” people, please joins us as well with your trailer or reserve a cabin to
stay in. Boating, trailering or cabining, we will enjoy a wonderful loving time together for New Years!

Daniel Irish
Rear Commodore
Knot Irish III
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Excerpted from www.boatus.com

Anchoring Etiquette: Rules Of The Rode
By Charles Fort

Let's unpack some anchoring etiquette tips to keep tempers from flaring when the hook
drops. Few things are as relaxing as a peaceful anchorage. Here are some tips to keep it that way. (Photo:
Shutterstock.com)
Few boat topics are as likely to generate strong opinions — and colorful language — as anchoring. Volumes
have been written on how to anchor and which anchor works best. But to hear some of the comments at the
dock, there's precious little written about the etiquette of anchoring. We'll give that a whirl here.

Come In Slowly
Anchoring is kind of like moving into a new neighborhood. You want to make a good first impression so your
new neighbors will invite you over for a drink and not call the local water police. Wakes are a no-no in any anchorage, so you want to come in very slowly and stately (plus it gives you more time to scope out the place and
decide who you want for your temporary neighbor). If you come in fast enough to overturn somebody's lunch,
you'll likely end up an outcast and probably get an earful.
When you're weaving your way through an anchorage, pass behind anchored boats; it's nerve-wracking to see
someone passing right over where you know your anchor line is. Also, if you come in at night, try not to blind
your fellow boaters with a million-watt spotlight, ruining their night vision. Keep the light aimed low, have all
your own deck lights on, and keep your voices low and clear.

The First Boat Sets The Precedent
While there are no laws addressing priority, anchoring is traditionally on a first-come, first-served basis. If
there are lots of boats already there, your position is low man on the totem pole. Really, all that means is that
boats that come in later need to respect the space needs and the 360-degree swinging room (with rode
stretched out) of all the other boats there. If you were the first one in, congratulations, you're king for the day.
If you arrive later, don't anchor too close to other boats, or in their swing radius.
It's perfectly OK — in fact it's preferred — to talk to your potential neighbors, whether a new boat coming in or
already anchored. If you're gliding by looking to anchor near a boat and the owner is in the cockpit, compliment their boat and ask if they're OK with where you plan to anchor. Ask them where their anchor is and
Cont. on page 9
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(cont. from page 8)

how much scope they have out. Perhaps ask about
the bottom. Some are good and some are bad for
holding. Don't be surprised (or offended) if they're
not OK with your plan for whatever reason. Everyone has his or her own social limits. Plus, there may be important issues at play: they might have multiple anchors out; there may be shallows or obstructions nearby;
they could have engine trouble, meaning they may appreciate a little extra room "just in case;" or maybe your
neighbor is waiting for another boat to raft up with them. So just say thanks, let it go, and move on to the next
potential spot.
Before you drop anchor, check to make sure you won't swing too close to your neighbors. (Photo: Billy Black)

If there's simply no room, DO NOT try to squeeze in. Find another anchorage. Conversely, if you're already
there and you're not comfortable with where the new folks want to anchor, go ahead and politely let them
know why. "Politely" is the operative word. Shouting at a potential anchoring neighbor is as effective (and irritating) as shouting at your crew.

Once The Hook Is Down, Don't Just Hop In The
Dinghy
Nothing screams newbie louder than tossing an anchor over and leaving before your boat has settled back with
the wind and really "set" its hook. An anchor has to grab the bottom, dig in, and set to really hold, which usually entails letting out enough scope (5-to-1 rode to depth, measured from your anchor roller to the bottom),
backing down on it slowly until it hooks the bottom, and then more strongly to dig its flukes in until it's clear
the boat will remain in place. Even after whatever tactic you use to set it, you should still see how it does before you leave.
Conversely, don't put out more than 5-to-1 scope unless it's really needed; otherwise you will swing over on
top of another boat if the wind should shift. If everyone uses this same 5-to-1 ratio, an anchorage of boats
should swing around together if they have similar bottom and windage characteristics. Always drop your hook
behind the stern of a neighbor's boat, never alongside it; this ensures that you'll both swing in your own circles.
The wind may be nothing now, but when that little dark cloud on the horizon starts growing and getting closer, not only the strength, but the direction of the wind will probably change. If you're ashore with a poorly set
anchor, you may be the one responsible for the slow-motion boat-sized pinball game that ensues. Not cool,
and you're sure to create damage to your boat and others.

Sound And Scent Carries Farther On The Water
The annoying sounds of dogs barking, generators running, and TVs and radios blaring are obvious, but water
— especially after dark — has the curious ability to transmit even quieter sounds. Cellphone conversations in
the cockpit (or constant ringing), loud talking, and amorous encounters can all be heard by a sizable part of
the anchorage. Don't be that person who leaves your cellphone behind to ring at all hours. If you need loud
tunes, use headphones. If you must run a genset for your air conditioning and icemaker, anchor near other
boats similarly equipped, as you'll all probably be closed up anyway; or select a time of day for battery charging when most folks are out and about, not cocktail hour or quiet evening time.
Scent also carries far on the water. Perhaps the worst thing a boater can do is pump the head overboard in an
anchorage. Not only does it smell, it's illegal and clearly a safety hazard for swimmers, even many hours later.
Never do it. Use the pumpouts.
In the end, boating etiquette is pretty simple: Be a considerate neighbor and use common sense.
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Be sure to mark your calendars for a great year of both on and off the water events. And there are
plenty of opportunities to try your hand at hosting. If you are new to hosting, invite some of the
veteran members to help as a mentor. Last year we had a great schedule of some of the traditional
events, new spins on some of the traditional events and some completely new ideas. We look forward to the fresh new ideas. Don’t be shy … give it a try!!
2018 Events

Date

Host

Location

Commodores Ball

Jan 20th

Davisson

Seattle Boat Show

Jan 27-Feb 4

Port of Skagit

Clubhouse
CenturyLink Field—
Seattle

Family Fun Night

Feb 24th

Sisk

Clubhouse

New Member Breakfast

Mar 3rd

SYC Board

Clubhouse

Spring Membership Meeting

Mar 3rd

Toycen

Clubhouse

Bowling Extravaganza

Mar 16-18

Host Needed

Friday Harbor

Fidalgo Yacht Club Social

Mar 24

Fidalgo Yacht Club

Clubhouse

Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown Cruise Apr 7-8

Irish/Ruth

Clubhouse & Cruise

Opening Day

May 5th

Irish

Clubhouse

Ladies Cruise

May 18-20

Amy Roosa

???

Steak Fry & Golf Tournament

Jun 15-17

Malone

Lopez Island

Family Cruise - Movie Night

Jul 6-8

Host Needed

Roche Harbor

Wine & Stein

Jul 13-15

Kortum/Beam/

Cap Sante

Crabfest

Jul 27-29

Host Needed

Oak Harbor

Crash & Burn

Aug 10-12

Toycen/Ruth

Sucia

Past Commodore's BBQ

Sep 8th

Davisson

Clubhouse

Oyster Run

Sep 21-23

Ruth

Cap Sante

Oktoberfest/Halloween

Oct 20th

Host Needed

Clubhouse

Fall General Membership Meeting

Nov 3rd

Host Needed

Clubhouse

Christmas Decorating Party

Dec 1st

SYC Board

Clubhouse

Reindeer Romp

Dec 1st

Women of SYC

La Conner

Lighted Christmas Boat Parade

Dec 8th

Ruth

Clubhouse

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257
Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen

Steve and Cheryl Stinson
Ship’s Store Managers

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

