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As we welcome in the New Year 2018 we have a lot to 

look forward to with all the great events planned for this 

year. The first event this month is the Commodore’s Ball 

as we bring back the 80’s. We have a great team that has 

been working hard to make it a memorable Ball to pass 

the gavel and Commodore’s bicorne hat from Bob Davis-

son to me.  

I think back to how I got to where I am now, in my boat-

ing adventures. I can remember coming up to Washington and spending 

summers with my grandparents who lived in Shelter Bay as a kid. They had a 

house on the finger in front of the marina; his 45’ trawler he built from the 

hull up on the dock in front of his house. I guess my grandpa put the bug in 

me since I was young.  

I bought my first boat in 1997 about four years after graduating college. This 

was a twenty-foot open bow Maxum, in which I used to play on the lakes and 

to crab in the sound. I made a special table to install when I crab so the vinyl 

wouldn’t get ruined from the crabs and crab pot. I would take the Maxum 

down to Lake Union for the 4th of July every year rain or shine as we spent all 

day on the lake living out of the cooler and make shift toilet — a salsa jug (it’s 

much better on the big boat with full kitchen and bathroom). I would launch 

the boat at Shilshole Marina to go through the locks because after the fire-

works were done,  I would be the only one heading to the locks, getting right 

through to pull the boat, beating most of the traffic.  

We started to venture to the San Juan Islands with good weather, of course,  

and would have to stay in a hotel. That’s when we decided we needed to get a 

bigger boat that we can stay on.  So, after searching and looking for about 3 

years, I found a boat. We jumped on a plane headed Long Beach, California. 

We had to go to Disneyland while we were there, of course, but we ended up 

buying a 38 Bayliner.  They took the flybridge enclosure and radar arch off 

and put it on a low boy trailer and trucked it up here. Once here, I put every-

thing back together, fixed the radar arch, and installed new electronics. Then 

came time to rename it to make it our own. I asked my grandpa for permis-

sion to name my boat after his,  since I had so many memories with him and 

I wanted to carry them on with my family. 

Cont. on page 5 
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2018 Commodore’s 
Ball  

January 20, 2018 

Honoring Incoming Commodore 

Mike Sisk!!! 
Theme:  Back to the 80’s 

Catered by La Conner Seafood and Prime 
Rib House 

Dress will be Semi-Formal, Smart Chic 
Dance to 80’s music 

 

Invitations will be sent very soon. Reservations will be required, so keep an eye on your invitations for RSVP instructions. 

 

 

 

 

Happy 2018 to all you SYC members. As you all know, we pay our dues for the year in January, which ena-

bles us to first and foremost to have the SYC directory prepared and published in time for the Spring 

Membership meeting on March 4th. Please remit your dues by check or PayPal to the club, P.O. Box 602, 

LaConner, WA 98257. 

The current dues remain at $353 AND add $20 if you wish to support the boaters legislative voice in 

Olympia, RBAW (Recreational Boaters Association of Washington). 

PLEASE remit as soon as possible. If you have, unfortunately, decided to discontinue your membership 

with Swinomish Yacht Club please call or email me at 425-308-9459 or downeasy@frontier.com so that 

we can adjust our membership list accordingly.  

Thank you for your attention and prompt remittance of your dues and your support of SYC. 

See you on the water. 

Jeff Toycen 
Membership Director 
DownEasy 



 

 
 

 

 

2018 has arrived.  A new year begins and along with the new year comes a new 

position for me in the club.  Moving on up, as they say, to Vice Commodore.  

The feelings inside are mixed, exited, worried and I hope I do a good job.  It’s 

caused me to stop and think, why am I here?  First in SYC and then why go 

through the chairs?  I guess the bottom line is I love boating and I love the 

people that I have come to know over these past years being part of the club. 

Boating for me started early.  I had a dad that loved salmon fishing.  Any kind of 

boat he could find, he would be out on the water fishing.  I did go with him 

many times, but I did not have the love of fishing. I did, however, gain a love for 

being on and around the water.  So while he was out fishing, I would boat 

around the islands just for fun.  It started out when I was very young, just with row boats, but at ages 10 

and up, I was able to use the outboard.  That opened up much bigger adventures. 

As I entered into my teenage years, I started taking my dad’s old boats (mostly wood) and fixing them up 

a bit.  My dad did not care what it looked like, if it floated and had a motor, he would fish.  Me on the 

other hand, I wanted the boat to be at least semi-good looking.  You know, I needed to impress the girls 

in the cabins on the beach down Pull-n-be-Dammed road.  I would fiberglass, paint and rework the wood 

to spruce them up a bit.  At one point, my dad was so impressed that he took me down and purchased a 

35 HP Evinrude outboard motor for my newly refurbished 14’ wood runabout.  Man, for 15-years old, I 

was on top of the world.  I used that boat for running around Hope Island and Deception Pass area.  I did 

lots of crabbing and used it for skiing on Lake Washington.  Then the time came to sell it and purchase a 

newer fiberglass boat.  I finally saved enough and was able to do that.   

Thanks to my dad, who loved fishing, I grew to love boating in general at a young age. It did take me a 

few years to convince my beautiful wife, how wonderful boating was.  Once she saw it, Rebecca was as 

hooked as I was.  As Rebecca and I moved into larger boats and meeting people in around La Conner, we 

made the move to join SYC.  It took a few years for us to feel like we fit in, but today we are blessed to 

have gained many friends as a result of being a part of SYC.   

Which brings me to the part about me going through the chairs.  SYC has opened up a world of friends, 

which my wife and I consider family.  We are people who don’t like to sit back and let everyone else do all 

the work.  Yes, there was a little arm twisting to get me to say “yes” a year ago, but I am exited to have the 

opportunity to serve all the members of SYC.  I am excited to help grow our club.  Not just adding 

members, which is good, but by helping to make our time together a wonderful, fun time for all.  

In closing, I just want to say, thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve you as your Vice 

Commodore for 2018.   

Daniel Irish 

Vice Commodore 

Knot Irish III 

Vice Commodore’s Report ...  
Daniel Irish 
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For more pictures check out the photo gallery on the website: www.swinomishyachtclub.org There is also a great video 

from a drone that flew over the parade on the SYC Facebook page. 
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Cont. from page 1 

The second year with the boat we heard about the SYC Christmas boat parade. I said we should do it and 

we did. People kept asking if we were part of the club. I can remember talking to Linda Beam, specifical-

ly, and she said we should join the club. Everybody was so nice to us it was like we were already part of 

the club. Of course, we joined in January 2014. I jumped right in and became Port Captain for two years 

because I wanted to help out in any way I could with a club that I really enjoyed. After that, I was asked to 

go through the chairs, but only being in the club for a couple years, I didn’t think I was ready. But I knew 

that this is a very close club, like a family, and I knew I would not be alone. We have met a lot of great 

people and have made life-long friends that we can boat with. This was one of the best decisions we 

made, because we really enjoy our boating family. SYC finished the year off with a huge successful boat 

parade to carry us into the next year. We have a great core group on the board and I am excited for this 

next year.  

 See you out on the water ... 

Mike Sisk 
Commodore 

*** Winter Moorage 

Available *** 

There is still winter moorage available on the re-
ciprocal dock for a boat up to 50 ft.  

 
It is available until  May 1st, 2018 

 
 

For rates and more information call or text  
 

Brent Malone 
SYC Dockmaster   

425-754-3049 
 
 

Those seeking moorage need not be a member. So if you know of someone looking 
for a temporary spot, give Brent a call. 
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Greetings and Happy New Years! 

As this is my first article for the newsletter, I 

was asked to share a bit of background of my 

(our) boating experience and reasons for 

joining SYC.  

Having been raised between California and 

Hawaii, and coastal waters, boats, sand and 

surf always seemed to be a part of my life. I 

love everything about the ocean, sea-life and 

being in it or on it. In Hawaii, my parents 

owned an old 55’ schooner that spent much 

of its life as a mail boat in WW II before being 

refitted back to a pleasure craft. Although I 

enjoyed my time on it, I knew that “sailing” wasn’t for me; I craved a cruiser.  

As a young man my feet began to itch, and it was time for me to see the world. I 

joined the Army and served in the Airborne Infantry in Panama, Alaska and, 

ultimately, back to Hawaii for my last tour. When I left the Army, I planned to 

buy a charter boat that was docked in Waikiki. It was a beautiful 55’ boat that 

had been very successful. The owner had been paralyzed in a diving accident so 

the price was good. My dreams were dashed, however, when I couldn’t come to 

terms with every local Charter Boat Captain’s “silent partner”. The local thugs 

who provided “dock security” for the boats, crews and customers in Waikiki. So, 

I passed on the boat and went off to Washington to follow my family, who had 

moved here years before. 

Jumping ahead, I finally met the woman of my dreams, Jill. Together we began 

our family and shared the joys of traveling; always on the water (Caribbean 

cruises) or vacationing somewhere at the water’s edge. Jill, too, had many hap-

py boating memories growing up, so we began the search for our first boat,  

which led us to “Happy Our”, a 30’ Bayliner sunbridge. We were first moored in 

Everett and began exploring from there. Yes, we had our share of boating 

“moments”, learning to work together, planning our adventures, navigating, 

chart plotting, radar, docking, fueling, pumping out, etc... But with every expe-

rience our abilities and confidence grew.   

Cont. on page 9 
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Hello, SYCers 

I wanted to let everybody know that Michael Arthur is working hard on the yearbook, as he always does. 

If you would like to update your photo next to your name or even put a picture in the yearbook, now is the 

time. I would like to see a picture next to everybody’s name instead of the burgee picture. This is a great way 

for new members to put faces to names and vice versa. So please send in pictures with names to Michael’s 

email: michaelbobbie@wavecable.com by January 31st.  

Thanks,  

Mike Sisk 
Commodore 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
January 5, 6 & 7, 2018 

 
Fish Tales was one of 100 boats in the derby on Saturday and Sunday, catching 40 fish for the weigh in.  
 
Just some of the winter fun for some SYC members.  
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Cont. from page 4 

During one trip to the San Juans we over-nighted in LaConner; our first time there. When we awoke, it was 

amazingly beautiful with calm waters, eagles feeding on salmon and a crystal blue sky. We knew we could 
never go back to Everett and called the marina office to inquire about a slip. Despite there being nothing 

available, Kody somehow made room for us and now Happy Our calls LaConner home. 
 
Before long we talked about joining SYC. Partly because we knew a few people in it, but mostly because we 

wanted the knowledge and experience to be had from the members and club events. We were instantly made 
to feel part of the family and so, we made the leap. We don’t regret our decision! In fact, the last couple of 

years with the club has been absolutely fabulous! Our time boating in the San Juans has brought us closer 
together and given us an even greater appreciation for each other, the islands and the people of SYC who 

have become like family to us!  That’s what I want to share with people; the joy of boating with family and 
friends and the wonders the San Juans have to offer! It doesn’t get any better than this!  

 
Mitch Ruth 
Rear Commodore 

Happy Our 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Event Location 

Jan. 27—Feb. 4 Seattle Boat Show Century Link Exhibition Hall 

Feb. 24 Family Fun Night Clubhouse 

Mar. 3 New Member Breakfast & Spring Member-

ship Meeting 

Clubhouse 

Mar. 16-18 Bowling Extravaganza Friday Harbor 

Mar. 24 Fidalgo Yacht Club Social Clubhouse 

Apr. 7-8 Spring Clubhouse Clean-up & Shakedown 

Cruise 

Clubhouse/TBD 



P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swinomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

 
Steve and Cheryl Stinson 

Ship’s Store Managers 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here! 

http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 

 

Website Administrator:  Felicia Lowe  

Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen 

 

 


