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Mike Sisk

I have to say I felt very special last month at the Commodore’s Ball. For those of you that couldn’t make it, I had
picked the 80’s theme. I couldn’t be around the clubhouse for about two weeks; I was banned. There was a
very special group that had taken the extra time out of
their busy lives to make the Commodore’s Ball special.
The night started by being invited out with Steve and Cheryl Stinson for
drinks and appetizers. I was dressed as Don Johnson with the white jacket,
pants and shoes with no socks. Janine in a teal dress with big bow on the side
and lace gloves that she still had from high school along with necklace and
clips for her shoes (amazing). Bryson had leather pants and leather jacket
with white t-shirt, hard to get my son to wear pants except now that he has
leather pants. Cheryl had made me a Margarita just the way I like it and Janine had a special drink as well as Bryson having a root beer. The Irish’s and
the Lowe’s also joined us to make it extra special. Dan told us a few stories
from him growing up in that area, as we looked out at Hope and Goat island
from the Stinson’s deck. I want to make a special thanks to the Stinson’s for
inviting us out and starting the evening off special. I want to thank the Irish’s
and Lowe’s for joining us also. From the Stinson’s we were chauffeured to the
clubhouse (once the key situation was taken care of).
Once we were at the clubhouse everybody was waiting for us, we walked into
everybody lined up and cheering to greet us. There was an arch of balloons
that we walked through to get to everybody. With the black lights above the
dance floor I glowed like a beacon. There was Pac Man and his ghost on the
map wall along with rubiks cubes by the stage. Different colored tape on the
floor to look like hop scotch and streamers from all the chandeliers that
glowed with the black lights. The bar was even decorated with black light and
named the Wanderlust Bar which I didn’t notice right away. There were a lot
of cool decorations even glow sticks on the tables, but the center piece up on
the wall that covered the ships wheel was what looked like a huge vinyl record painted to look real with our song Scorpions “wind of change” was really
cool.
Cont. on page 7
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Commodore Mike & First Lady Janine

.

For more photos check out the photo gallery on
www.swinomishyachtclub.org

The Channel Marker

Page 3

Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Daniel Irish

The new year 2018 is well on its way. January is over and even though spring is
a ways away, I can feel it coming. Before spring appears, we have some SYC
events taking place. February has only one club event. On the 24th & 25th is our
Family Fun night headed up by our commodore, Mike Sisk and Janine
Bombach. This is a great time for parents and/or grandparents to spend some
fun time with kids. Here is a list of what is planned:
The Family fun night:
People can choose to stay the night at the clubhouse; bring a tent to set up
inside the club house or just a blowup mattress.
We like to have kids, grandkids come
We have a few games but bring a favorite game
We will have movies, bring a movie if you want
We will have a table set up for coloring
We will have a piñata
We will have homemade pizza- each person can make their own the way they want.
Sounds like a great time. If you are interested, contact Mike Sisk to let him know you are coming.
March is a bit more active. Saturday, the 3rd of March is a full day. It starts out with our annual “New
Members Breakfast” and ends with our “Spring Membership Meeting” with dinner that night. Even
though it is called the New Members Breakfast, all members are invited and encouraged to attend. This
is a great way to meet & greet our newest members to SYC. A great way to make them feel welcome. So,
plan to join us for the New Member breakfast on the 3rd of March.
Later in the evening, we have our spring meeting and dinner together. I know many of you are saying
“no way”. Why would I want to go to a boring meeting? Here is something to ponder regarding this. I
believe right now our club, Swinomish Yacht Club, is doing wonderfully. It is full of excitement and
joyful times. That is happening because of all the involvement from you, the membership. What better
way to help keep this excitement going while hearing what is happening from each board member and
even having the opportunity to share your thoughts with the whole club. It’s a great way to be involved.
Afterwards of course, there will be a great meal (and drinks) to be shared by all. So please, mark March
3rd on your calendar. Bring your boat to the south basin guest dock and have a fun day, dedicated to
sharing a good time with all. From breakfast to evening cocktails.
But March has just begun. March 16-18 is our Bowling Extravaganza at Friday Harbor. If you have not
come to this one, you have missed a great time. The bowling alley in Friday Harbor is a small quaint
alley. The owner closes the alley to the public and opens it just for us for those hours of play. So, there
are no strangers watching you throw that gutter ball, just all your great SYC friends. And you know none
of them would ever laugh at that . Hey, there are only a few hot shots and most of us are glad just to get
the ball to roll straight. The bars in town afterwards are nice and of course we always have fun on the
dock together. So please, again mark your calendar for this one also.
Cont. on page 10
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February 24th @ the Clubhouse
We have Family Fun Night coming up here this
month at the clubhouse. If you don’t like to pitch a
tent in the cold come pitch it inside the clubhouse.
Bring your PJ’s or comfy clothes as we hang out by the
fire. If you have a land yacht we have spots for those
also. We will have games and a projector for movies,
so if you have a favorite game or movie bring it. We
will have the clubhouse open about 2pm. for whenever anybody wants to show up to get a tent spot.
This is a great event for the kids and the kids-at-heart! Please RSVP to Mike Sisk at
sisk_mike@hotmail.com so we have an idea on how much food to plan for.

A big shout out to Port of Skagit and Harbormaster Kody at the LaConner Marina . They allowed SYC to share their
booth at the 2018 Seattle Boat Show. I
also want to thank Commodore Mike, Janine, Bryson along with Dan and Rebecca
Irish for taking time out of their busy
schedules to stand at the booth in support of SYC. Together we all make this
club grow. Thank you!
Jeff Toycen
Membership Director
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Saturday, March 3rd @ Clubhouse
Join us Saturday March 4th at 9am at the clubhouse for a new member welcoming breakfast. Everyone is
invited to come welcome our new members to our yacht club and enjoy a pancake breakfast. Everything is
being provided for breakfast so bring your appetites. Help us show new members why our yacht club is the
best around!

Then later that same evening, join us back at the clubhouse at 5pm. for the Spring Membership Meeting. We
will start with a BYOB social hour at 5pm. and dinner and the meeting following not long after.
This is where you will get to meet your 2018 officers, board of directors and to hear about Commodore
Mike’s vision for 2018 to enhance our club.
Dinner will be hosted by Toycens & Hoefts and will feature Ballpark Hotdogs, burgers and all the fixin’s.
Bring your favorite side dish or dessert to share.

Mark your calendars and plan to
join us for a great night of information.
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Mitch Ruth
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Greetings!
Well, it’s time again for us to start planning
the spring cleaning of the club house and the
final planning of a few projects that have
been put off for better weather. One of our
big projects that we hope to get moving is the
remodel of the bar, which is still in the planning stage.
We will be looking for volunteers for the
weekend of April 7th & 8th to help with general
clean up, pressure washing of the walk way
and back deck areas, gutter cleaning, some
interior painting in the bar area, a new roof
on the firewood shed, replenishing our firework supply, etc.. There is plenty of need and
opportunity for people of all skill and physical abilities to be involved.
Last year’s club house clean-up was extremely well attended and was a huge
success! Because of the great response from members and their generous giving
of time, we were able to get the vast majority of the work accomplished faster
than we had thought.
Remember, this is our club. We are able to keep dues low, fund great events
and maintain our great facility only by the generous contributions of members’
time and efforts in events like this. The overall appearance also impacts our
ability to rent the facility, also keeping our costs down. So if you have some
time, regardless of your skill or physical abilities, we would love to have your
help! Many hands make light work!
More details will be sent out as we get closer to the dates, along with specific
requests for equipment like pressure washers, etc. In the meantime, please drop
me an email so I can get you onto the list and we can better plan.

Brent Malone
Dockmaster
Phil Fusselman
Reciprocity

Mitch Ruth
Rear Commodore
Happy Our
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Commodore’s Log ...
Mike Sisk
Cont. from page 1

The dinner was excellent, as always, and was catered by Seafood & Prime Rib House. We couldn’t have asked
for anything better; this was a night that we will remember forever. I want to thank Bob & Cindy Davisson
for hosting and all their hard work along with the gifts, glasses that were personally etched and the wood box
from the woodworking store in town. I have always wanted to buy something in there but it was too expensive. I really appreciate everything you did to make this night happen.
I want to thank Bill & Gail Kortum for putting in all the time and effort in decorating the clubhouse. Bill, you
did an awesome job on the vinyl record up on the wall which will be up in my garage forever. Thank you for
all the time and detail you put into it. Thanks also to Ed & Lindee Brooks for all the planning and ideas. I
don’t know how it went down but I’m sure Lindee and Cindy were the brains of this whole operation. I also
want to thank Pep & Felicia Lowe and Dan & Rebecca Irish for putting in all the time to make this night special.
We are truly lucky and thankful to have such good friends in this club and I want to thank everybody who
came out to enjoy this evening with us.
See you out on the water ...
Mike Sisk
Commodore
Wanderlust

*** Winter Moorage Available ***
There is still winter moorage available on the reciprocal dock for a
boat up to 50 ft.
~ It is available until May 1st, 2018 ~
For rates and more information call or text
Brent Malone
SYC Dockmaster
425-754-3049
Those seeking moorage need not be a member. So if you know of someone looking for a temporary spot, give
Brent a call.
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Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...
Glen Beam

I’m crazy about a dark and dusty dive bar that serves
Miller High Life and Ballentine beer, but I just wanted to try one of those fancy brew pubs that seem to
be so popular. With that in mind, I took my dinghy
over to the La Conner Brewing Company in (you
guessed it) La Conner, Washington. It’s right across
the street from the waterfront and the dinghy dock.
Low and behold, it was just like a bar, only clean and
light, with wood-fired pizza, which comes with exotic cheeses and organic vegetables
(whatever they are). They also have eleven beers on tap, with the alcohol content
listed on the wall, like Tannenbaum Dark Ale at 8.1%, down to a pilsner at 4.4%. No
Coors Light. I guess they are proud of their own beer. The did have a hamburger that
was 100% grass fed (that sounds good). It costs $12 and comes with cheese.
The place is wildly popular and has been there since 1995. It is part of the Skagit Valley Farm to Pint Trail that has nine breweries you can visit and win a prize for visiting them all.
The best part of the brewery was the oh-so cute server, Heidi Palmgren, who has
worked there since its inception and also moonlights as a special ed teacher in the
local schools.
Most importantly, they have three large flat-screen TVs to wath the Mariners, which
are always on. A bit hip, but a very nice bar!
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March 16-18, 2018
Friday Harbor Marina
It’s March and it’s bowling time again!
We have requested the linear dock out by the ferry landing so that we can
all be closer together. Please RSVP with Felicia and Pep at
pflowe@frontier.com. Let us know what nights you will need for moorage
along with your boat name and length over all.
Friday
5pm.
Saturday
9-ish
11:00—12:30

12:30—2:00
rant

Potluck Happy Hour—bring an appy. to share
Continental Breakfast and Eye-openers on the dock
Bowling at Paradise Lanes
Costs:
$4.25/adult*
$3.75/youth & seniors*
$3.00/shoes
* ball included
Lunch and Awards Ceremony at the Downrigger RestauDinner on your own

Sunday
9:00
Noon

Continental Breakfast & Eye-openers on the dock
Check-out

Contact Info: Pep or Felicia 360.387.0678 or email pflowe@frontier.com
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Daniel Irish

Cont. from page 3
Also on March 24th we will be hosting Fidalgo Yacht Club for a social time. Come join us for a great time to
talk with our neighbors from Anacortes and find out what they do for events in their club, their challenges
and just to get to know them.
April brings “Clubhouse Clean up/Shakedown Cruise” and May brings us into that spring time mentioned
before with Opening Day, the Boat Parade and the Ladies’ Cruise. We can discuss those events next month.
So, stay tuned.
I wish that all will stay warm and dry just for a few more months. In the meantime, don’t forget about more
winter boating. Even if it is just to the LaConner guest dock for a weekend in town. Fun times. Thanks for
reading, and until next month …
Daniel Irish
Vice Commodore
Knot Irish III

Date

Event

Location

Feb. 24

Family Fun Night

Clubhouse

Mar. 3

New Member Breakfast & Spring Membership Meeting

Clubhouse

Mar. 16-18

Bowling Extravaganza

Friday Harbor

Mar. 24

Fidalgo Yacht Club Social

Clubhouse

Apr. 7-8

Spring Clubhouse Clean-up & Shakedown Cruise

Clubhouse/TBD

May 5

Opening Day & Boat Parade

Clubhouse

May 18-20

Ladies’ Cruise

TBD

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257
Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen

Steve and Cheryl Stinson
Ship’s Store Managers

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

