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 Events 

Jan 20 Commodores’ Ball 

Jan 27—

Feb 4 
Seattle Boat Show 

Feb 24 Family Fun Night 

Mar 3 New Membership Breakfast 

Mar 3 Spring General Membership  

Mar 16-18 Bowling Extravaganza 

Mar 24 Fidalgo Yacht Club Social 

Apr 7-8 
Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown 

Cruise 

May 5 Opening Day 

May 18-

20 
Ladies’ Cruise 

Jun 15-17 Steak Fry & Golf Tournament 

Jul 20-22 Wine and Stein  

Aug 10-12 Crash ‘n’ Burn 

Aug 24-

26 
Crabfest 

Sep 8 Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ 

Sep 21-23 Oyster Run 

Oct 20 Oktoberfest/Halloween 

Nov 3 Fall General Membership Meeting 

Dec 1 
Christmas Decorating Party/Reindeer 

Romp 

Dec 1 Reindeer Romp 

Dec 8 Christmas Boat Parade 
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Family Fun Night was successful this year as we had a 

better showing this year than last year. I hope to carry 

this on in the future years as Bryson (Mini me) is becom-

ing a host in training and maybe Commodore one day. 

We had over 30 people with about 7 or 8 kids which the 

kids are the future of the club, so we need to get them 

more involved. This is a great way to get families of club 

members involved as we had extended families from the 

Ruth’s and the Lowe’s. Jill’s brother and his family came both last year and 

this year and had even more fun this year. I believe I heard a rumor they 

want a boat; maybe a future member? Mitch’s daughter came with her kids.  

Isaiah and Bryson hit it off. They even set their tents next to each other.  The 

Lowes’ daughters came with their significant others and their children, who 

are big gamers. The Pfosts came with their granddaughter Emma who put 

some big hits on the Piñata. The Ellingsons and daughter Miya were in at-

tendance and felt right at home with Jeff and Jeanne Saether. The Brosnons 

stopped by to bring cupcakes. Neil told us the story of what he wants to do 

with the humeral head from his shoulder. Janine just laughed at me for that 

last sentence thinking nobody is going to know what I am talking about; 

Google it.  

We made homemade pizza MOD style and the kids had fun choosing their 

toppings. For dessert, we had root beer floats and brownies with ice cream. 

The sugar fest was topped off with a piñata full of candy and Jeanne led us in 

a hokey pokey dance. We had games, crafts and movies for everybody to en-

joy. We made omelets the next morning with the leftover pizza toppings 

along with waffles and sausages. Over all this was a good growing event that I 

feel will only get better next year. 

Now we are coming up on Spring so it is time to wrap up some of those win-

ter projects and get ready to get back out on the water. 

 
Mike Sisk 

Commodore 
Wanderlust 
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It’s March and time again for bowling! 

We have requested the linear dock out by the ferry landing so that we can all be closer 

together. Please RSVP with Felicia and Pep at pflow@frontier.com. Let us know what 

nights you will need for moorage along with your boat name and length overall 

(LOA). We need to have reservations to Friday Harbor by Friday, March 9th.  

Saturday is St. Patrick’s Day. We’ll be giving away a prize for those wanting to strut 

your best Irish outfit! 

Friday 
5pm.    Potluck Happy Hour … bring an appy. to share 
 
Saturday   St. Patrick’s Day 
9-ish    Continental breakfast and eye-openers on the dock 
11:00am.— 12:30pm. Bowling at Paradise Lanes 
    Costs: $4.25/adults & $3.75/kids & seniors (includes ball) 
       $3.00/shoes 
12:30—2:00pm.  Lunch and Awards Ceremony at the Downrigger Restaurant 

Since it’s St. Patty’s Day, some of the pubs in town will be hav-
ing celebrations. Herb’s Tavern will have drinking and danc-
ing. 

 
Sunday 
9am.     Continental breakfast and eye-openers 
on the dock 
Noon    Check-out 
 
RSVP    Pep & Felicia Lowe: 360.387.0678 or  

email: pflowe@frontier.com 
 

Bowling Extravaganza—2018 

March 16-18 

Friday Harbor 
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For more photos check out the photo gallery on  

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 



 

 
 

 

 

Ok, I want to know who let the “cold” out?  Man, what a cold February we had.  I 

don’t remember a February being as cold as it was this year.  I am ready for 

some warmer weather.  Now, I don’t need any of you SYCers who spend the 

winters in Hawaii, Florida or Arizona, chiming in with how wonderfully warm it 

is where you are.  We already know it and we are jealous!  But some of us have 

to fight our way through the wind, rain, snow and sleet, just to keep the lights 

on.  That’s ok, we can do it.   

Now that March is here, I do expect (or at least hope) that we will be seeing 

warmer weather. With that warmer weather, we can feel the wonderful boating 

season ahead of us.  Speaking of March, we have two great events happening.  

The 1st is our annual Bowling Extravaganza.  It is March 16th -18th at Friday Harbor.  Our hosts Pep & 

Felicia have a great time lined up again for us this year.  Appetizers on the dock Friday night starts off 

the weekend.  Saturday, we awake to eye-openers, then bowling up town at 11:30am, with lunch to follow 

at the Downrigger Restaurant.  I understand that Saturday is that “green” day – St Patty’s Day.   Even I, 

as “Knot Irish” will see about wearing some green .  As always it should be a great time together that 

weekend, so please do RSVP to Felicia by March 9th that you will be attending. 

A bit further into March, we have a great opportunity to meet and socialize with a yacht club from 

Anacortes.  The Fidalgo Yacht Club is holding an event the weekend of March 23rd in LaConner at our 

SYC clubhouse.  They have invited SYC members to join them for a social evening on Saturday night at 

the clubhouse.  They have asked us to get there at 4pm for a Tides & Currents educational presentation 

and a potluck dinner at 5:30pm.  I know we know a lot about tides and currents, but I am sure there is 

still much to be learned, to be a good boater. Please put this on your calendar.  I think it would be great if 

SYC had a good number show up for this.  This is really kind of Fidalgo Yacht Club and a great 

opportunity to get to know these boaters from Anacortes.   

They are asking us to RSVP to Kim Adams at kadamsewa@aim.com.  Also, they are asking the we each 
bring a dessert to share and our own beverage.  Again, please don’t miss this time spent with Fidalgo 
Yacht Club.   
 
After March, comes April with our Club House Clean-up and Shake Down Cruise, which I know Mitch 

will be telling you about.  Then into May.  May brings our seasonal “Opening Day” weekend.  I am sure I 

will write much about this next month, but here is a bit of info to help you plan.  For all of you decorating 

your boat, the decorating theme for this year’s SYC Opening Day is “A Salute to Our Troops”.  So, get you 

thinking caps on, get out those old uniforms and American soldier decorations to put on your boat.  It 

should be great fun and I can’t wait to see what everyone comes up with. 

Until then, see you all at the Bowling Extravaganza. 

Daniel Irish 

Vice Commodore 

Knot Irish III 

Vice Commodore’s Report ...  
Daniel Irish 
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Be sure to check out the photo gallery for more pictures from 

this and other events at www.swinomishyachtclub.org 



 

 

 

Greetings! 

Here’s an updated list for the SYC Clubhouse 
Spring Cleaning and project list for the week-
end of April 7th & 8th. And yes, we need vol-

unteers to help with the work. 
 

In no particular order of importance: 
 

 Pressure washing of the deck and re-
staining/oiling 

 Painting of building trim 
 Trimming of bushes 

 Window cleaning 
 Clean the roof and gutters 
 Repair of ceiling in bar area 

 Painting walls and ceiling of bar area 
 Pressure washing front deck entry and ramp and re-staining 

 Replace the lines, pulleys and clips for the flags on the club mast 
 Replace the roofing on the wood shed 

 Clean the rick face of the fireplace 
 

There is plenty of need and opportunity for people of all skill and physical abili-
ties to be involved. Even if you don’t think you could do any of the work, your 
assistance in helping others doing the work, like getting tools for someone on 

the roof, etc., will be invaluable. 
 

Remember, this is our club. We are able to keep dues low, fund great events and 
maintain our great facility only by the generous contributions of our members’ 

time and efforts in work like this. The overall appearance also impacts our abil-
ity to rent the facility, also keeping our costs down. So if you have some time, 

regardless of your skill or physical abilities, we would love to have your help! 
Many hands make light work! And the sooner we get these things out of the 
way, the sooner we can all get to doing what we love; BOATING! 

 
Please, put these days on your radar. RSVP to me at: mitch@ruthrealty.com to 

let me know who we can expect and on what day(s).  
 

Mitch Ruth 
Rear Commodore 

Happy Our 
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...  
Mitch Ruth 
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2018—Opening Day  
Ceremony & Parade 
 

Saturday, May 5th 
 
Our boat parade theme will be 
“A Salute To Our Troops”. In 
honor of our service members, 
we will be decking our boats out 
in full patriotic fashion.  
 
Mark your calendars and plan to join the festivities. More details will be coming in 
the next issues of the Channel Marker. 

 

Date Event Location 

Mar. 16-18 Bowling Extravaganza Friday Harbor 

Mar. 24 Fidalgo Yacht Club Social Clubhouse 

Apr. 7-8 Spring Clubhouse Clean-up & BBQ! Clubhouse/TBD 

May 5 Opening Day & Boat Parade Clubhouse 

May 18-20 Ladies’ Cruise TBD 

Jun. 15-17 Steak Fry & Golf Tournament Lopez Island 
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Flyers is not exactly a waterfront bar, but it is a bar, it has baseball 
and you can use your dinghy to get part way there. When you’re 
boating in LaConner, take the 615 bus from the marina to the 
Skagit Airport. It only takes a few minutes. The bus drops you off 
right in front of three breweries that are on the Skagit Farm-to-Pint 
10 brewery tour. 
 
Flyers Bar is right on the runway, where you can watch the many 
private planes come and go. The bar is upstairs, it has many giant 
TVs, and the Ms are on. 
 
They have a six pack sampler of their home brew that is brewed in 
their other bar in Oak Harbor. They also feature a huge menu that has steak, seafood, tacos, salads and 
hamburgers ranging from $9 to $25, all with catchy airplane names like The Recruit, Tempest, Mustang, 
Vengeance, Tornado, Hurricane, Devastator and the Banshee. 
 
When the game is over, you can wander across the street to the Chuckanut Brewery and the Cardinal Brew-
ery. But that’s a big day—even for me. 
 
I checked the aerial maps, and I think you can get there in your dinghy by taking an irrigation ditch along 
Highway 20 from the Swinomish Channel, which sounds fun and exotic and farmy and African Queen to 
me. Anyone want to try it? 
 
 

Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...  
Glen Beam 



 

 

 

 

 

Page 10 The Channel Marker 

 

 

 

 

James and Ebba Kemmery were born and raised in southern Arizona. 
They proclaim themselves as desert rats and fell so in love with the Pacific 
Northwest that they bought Ebba Jean, a 1988 38’ SeaRay, three years ago. 
They love spending time out on the water with their family and friends crab-
bing and cruising.  
 
 
 
 
 
Skip and Jan Anderson come to us from Point Defiance down in Tacoma. In their 25’ PT750 they call 
Photo Boat,  Skip and Jan make their living on the water taking pictures and running the Captains’ Training 
and Licensing program at Flagship Maritime.  
 
 
 
Richard and Kathy Scammel have been boating all of their lives. Richard grew up on a lake in upstate 
New York and then moved to Washington in 1977 and now reside in Redmond. They believe that the NW 
waters are the best in the country and they are looking forward to “getting back into the groove” of cruising 
the Pacific NW in their new-to-them 39’ Bayliner. 
 
 
 
David and Marcella Clark  are another couple of Arizona snowbirds that choose to cruise the PNW in 
the summer from the south sound up to Desolation Sound in their 48’ Tolly, Pelican. Clark history includes 
the Clark Boat Company (1960-1984), builders of many one design racing sailboats and the San Juan line of 
sailboats up to 34 ft. David and Marcella have kept their boat on the hard at LaConner Maritime for many 
years and are looking forward to meeting new friends with SYC. 
 
 
 
Jim and Katie Stoller recently retired and relocated to Camano Island from Dallas, TX. While living in 
Texas with their two sons, now adults, they enjoyed fishing and wake-boarding. Now they are eager to learn 
more about boating and cruising aboard Tolly Time III, a 44’ Tollycraft. 
 
 
 
John Readey and Susan Zong, after chartering around at different places for the past eight years, have 
become the owners of a brand new 40’ Beneteau. Yes, that’s a sailboat.  Now, Neils and Saether’s will have 
company cruising to events this year! John and Susan are looking forward to meeting new friends and ex-
ploring the  San Juans, Gulf Islands and all points north.  
 
 
So with Larry and Susan Layman, who joined earlier this year we have 7 new members to start off 2018! 
Please join me in welcoming our newest members with a hearty AAAARRRRGGGGGHHHHH!!!! 
 



P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swinomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

 
Steve and Cheryl Stinson 

Ship’s Store Managers 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here! 

http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 

 

Website Administrator:  Felicia Lowe  

Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen 

 

 


