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 Events 

Jun 15-17 Steak Fry & Golf Tournament 

Jul 20-22 Wine and Stein  

Aug 10-12 Crash ‘n’ Burn 

Aug 24-

26 
Crabfest 

Sep 8 Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ 

Sep 21-23 Oyster Run 

Oct 20 Oktoberfest/Halloween 

Nov 3 Fall General Membership Meeting 

Dec 1 
Christmas Decorating Party/Reindeer 

Romp 

Dec 1 Reindeer Romp 

Dec 8 Christmas Boat Parade 
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I hope everybody could get out on the water for  
Memorial Day as it was a beautiful weekend for boating. 
We had our usual group out at Roche Harbor which gets 
bigger and bigger every year, might have to turn it into a 
SYC event. I know there were SYC’ers out in Garrison 
Bay and Westcott that came in and visited us. We even 
bumped into the brand-new members Matt & Michelle, 
just goes to show you that our boating family is large or 
the world is small. 
 
Speaking of boating family, we have an event coming up June 15-17, so break 
out your knickers and golf clubs as we head out to Lopez Island for our 
annual Steak Fry & Golf tournament hosted by Brent and Gretchen Malone. 
We will have auction items along with the beautiful donated painting by Amy 
Roosa’s mom that was on display in the clubhouse to raise money for the 
club. This is always fun as Jeff Toycen gets everyone involved and it’s just 
a lot of fun to watch and be a part of the experience. 
 
Don’t forget to bring your favorite BBQ item whether it be meat or fake 
meats. Barbeques will be provided. Bring a swimsuit for the pool and if you 
forget your swimsuit there is always the late night hot tub party clothing  
optional…only heard the stories. The Islander does a great job of taking care 
of us for the weekend. Make sure to check the tides because there will be  
-3 tides that weekend and I hear there is a big rock at the entrance don’t want 
anybody’s weekend to start off bad, so maybe late Friday arrival and early 
depart Sunday. 
 
The very next month we have our annual Wine & Stein at Cap Sante on July 
20-22. This is another big event that will be hosted by a large group of people 
like last year so big shoes to fill since last year was a big hit and a lot of fun. 
More info to come on this event so keep an eye out. 
 
This year is really going fast it seems since we are already half way through 
and the summer always goes by too fast. So before we know it, we will be 
wrapping up another year. Not sure since it’s my Commodore year that its 
going fast but not complaining because I only have six more articles to write, 
but who’s counting (me). I don’t know if anybody reads these but it’s hard to 
come up with material to write about sometimes. I do want everybody to 
know that I am enjoying this year so far and it makes it easier to know that I 
have a good team behind me. 
See you out on the water….. 
 
Mike Sisk 
Commodore 
“Wanderlust” 



 

 
 

 

 

Wow! What a great opening 

Day and a Salute to our Troops! 

Thank you to the Burlington American Legion and 

Oak Harbor Highschool Prep Band! 
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So much fun and so many 

great pictures.….. 

The Channel Marker 
Page 3 

https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-FezP3Ob72tc/WwIxfY0N1VI/AAAAAAAAXGg/Gc7n9HALD647sN94G2VsrKmWXCX6ObzbwCHMYBhgL/s640/26.jpg


 2018 Steak Fry & Golf Tournament 

      June 15th-17th @ Lopez Islander Resort 
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Please RSVP and let us know if you will be attending and if you will be 

golfing to: 360-770-1088. Remember to make moorage reservations 

with Lopez Islander Resort by calling 360-468-2233…..See you there! 

Friday   5:00pm.  BYOB and appetizer on the dock 

              8:00pm.                 Music and drinks in the bar and boats 

Saturday 7:30-9:30am.   Breakfast and eye-openers on the dock  

     (provided) 

  9:00am.   Golfers catch a ride in the Islander Resort 

     van to the golf course 

  10:00am.   Golf Tournament, Lopez Island Golf Club 

     (drinks available) 

  To mid-afternoon? Van back to the Islander 

  5:00pm.  Steak Fry, Islander Club House 

     Bring your own steak, plate, utensils  

     Gas BBQ’s will be provided  

     (drinks must be purchased at the bar) 

     Please bring a side dish /dessert to share:

     A-K: sides/salads   

     L-Z: desserts 

  6:00pm.   Tournament awards, auction and raffle 

  8:00pm.   Music and drinks in the bar and boats 

Sunday  7:30am.   Breakfast and eye-openers on the dock 

  To noon  (provided) 

   

  Depart Docks by Noon 

 Hosts: Brent and Gretchen Malone  

  360-770-1088 

Friday Tides: 

Low  11:58am. –3.3 

High 7:50pm 9.1 

Saturday Tides: 

High 6:11am. 7.6 

Low 12:34pm. –3.9 

High 8:43pm. 9.4 

Sunday Tides: 

High 6:22am. 7.5 

Low 1:18pm –2.4 

High 9:33pm 9.4 



Goat Island/Fort Whitman Dinghy Cruise 

Join Pep and Felicia and Glen and Linda for an informal dinghy 

cruise from SYC reciprocal dock in La Conner to Fort Whitman on 

Goat Island, Saturday, June 23rd. 

We are meeting for lunch at the La Conner Pub at 1 p.m. After 

lunch, we will meet at our dinghies at the recip dock at 2 p.m. 

From there, we will take our dinghies to Goat Island at the south 

end of the channel , land our dinghies on the beach, and take a 

short walk to Fort Whitman. 

Fort Whitman is an abandoned pre-WW1 U.S. Army base (now a 

state park), complete with four gun emplacements, all hidden in 

the woods on the west side of Goat Island.  

Bring some soda or beer and a snack and explore the old fort with 

the Lowes and the Beams. For more information, please call Glen 

at (360) 708-9429 
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Wow, wow and more wow! What a wonderful SYC Opening Day we had on  
May 5 th . The flag rising ceremony and the decorated fleet parade was one  
great salute to our much-appreciated US military service people. The buzz and  
excitement started on Friday night on the dock and continued through the  
opening ceremony at 1pm on Saturday at the club house and finished up after  
the parade with a great back yard barbeque. 
 
The flag ceremony is one I will remember. Having the Burlington American  
Legion color guard raising the American, Canada and Washington flags was  
great. Along with the Oak Harbor High School prep band playing the anthems  
and music live, for the flag raising, instead of “canned” music, was awesome. 
Then just before Josh blessed the fleet, he asked all past and present service 
 personal to step forward from the crowd to be recognized and appreciated.  
Again, Wow! We do appreciate all of you! 
 
From there of course, all the captains “made ready” their boats for the parade. It was 
great to see all the red, white and blue displayed on all the boats in support for our 
country, but the extra emphasis added to show support for our troops struck a chill as 
we watched them all file down the La Conner channel. Thank you to all, for the work in 
decorating your boats. 
 
We finished off the with a hamburger and hot dog barbeque at the club house that night. 
Over all, the weather was great for the day’s activities and everyone seems to be having 
a great time together. Many thanks go out from Rebecca and I to Sid and Jan Simon, 
Don and Amy Roosa and Vickie Birney & Bobby Elliot for their very, very hard work. 
Many hours of decorating the club house and preparing all the food. We could not have 
pulled this off without all of their help. Also want to give thanks to Jeff Toycen for 
arranging the Burlington American Legend, appearance and to Josh Ellingson for 
arranging the Oak harbor high school prep band. Everyone seemed to enjoy both of 
these, so the plan is to arrange similarly for next year. 
 
Well boating season is officially in full swing for 2018. I look forward to seeing you all 
out on the water, what ever harbor or port we may be at. 
 
One more time (but not the last time), a big “thank you”, “appreciation” and “salute” to 
our US Military troops, who have in the past and are still serving us. 
 
Daniel W Irish 
Knot Irish III 
Vice Commodore 



 

 
 

 

 

August 10 – 12 

Hosted by: Toycens’ & Ruths’ 
This event was scheduled to be the annual Crash ‘n’ Burn. However, we have decided to take some 

liberties this year and change it to a good old fashioned campout with a pirate theme. 

Thurs. 8/9 Big boats to land on the dock. Contact Jeff or Mitch if you can help 

Fri. 8/10 Arrival of the fleet 

6pm.  BYOB & potluck appys. on the dock 

Sat. 8/11 

8am.  Coffee & eye-openers on the dock 

10am.  Pirate ship auction 

For those new to SYC, we’ll be bringing back the ever-popular pirate ship race (aka horse race) on 

the docks. This has been very popular because there are only 6 ships available (wood cut-outs) 

that are auctioned off to the highest bidder. In past years, these have gone for as much as $300 

each so many boats pool their money together to win the bids. This is significant because half of 

the total money raised at the auction goes to the winner of the race …yes, it can be sizable! After 

you take possession of your ship, then you spend the morning decorating it for yet another prize 

for best decorated ship &amp; captain. So bring your auction money and decorating supplies to 

maximize your winnings. 

11am. – 2pm. Pirate ship decorating and perhaps a cribbage tournament 

Dress up those boats and yourselves to strike fear in the islands with SYC’s armada of its scariest 

pirates and ships. There will be prizes awarded, of course, for the best dressed/decorated. 

2pm. – 4pm. Pirate ship race 

6pm. Potluck dinner in the picnic shelter 

Bring a dish to share, plates & utensils. (If you bring extra guests, but sure to bring enough 

for everyone) 

A-I Main dish 

J-R Side dish or salad 

S-Z Dessert 

For those with musical abilities, please bring your instruments and if anyone can bring 

some wood for a fire that would be great. 

Sun. 8/12 

8am. Coffee & eye-openers on the dock 

Noon Departure of the fleet 

Please RSVP to Cryss. Toycen @ cryss.toycen@yahoo.com or 425-478-6707. 
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...  
Mitch Ruth 

Greetings! 
This month I’m taking the opportunity to speak on a 

 subject that is a bit on the boring side, but extremely  

important; safety and education, with a twist. The  

physical safety of our boats and the investment they  

represent, and the need to educate other boaters  

about electrolysis. At the risk of preaching to the 

choir…. 

 
Most of us are very clear on how to safeguard against  

the ravages of electrolysis. We inspect/replace our  

sacrificial anodes (zincs) on a regular basis, regularly 

 inspect our shore power cords and keep our cords  

out of the water and possibly install galvanic  

isolators for added protection. But even doing all  

of this may not be enough to protect our boats and  

the financial investment they represent. Despite  

taking all of these steps your boat may still be at  

extreme risk of damage that could result in a  

catastrophic failure, sinking your vessel while docked or underway. 

 

Recently, while boating out the north end of the channel we experienced an immediate and 

complete outdrive failure. Once we drifted to the side of the channel we dropped anchor to 

hold a safe position and awaited a tow. (Tow insurance is money wisely spent!) After haul-

ing out the inspection revealed electrolysis damage so extreme that all our zincs had been 

burned off, the outdrive case had a hole burned through it and the ram tubes burnt through 

as well. Had the outdrive damage been any worse, in a slightly different location, or failed at 

a higher speed, we were advised that the outdrive could handle. Not a good scenario. 

 

How/why did this happen when we have extra zincs, galvanic isolators, pay close attention 

to shore power lines and follow regular maintenance guidelines? Unfortunately, the specific 

cause could not be located despite extensive testing of the marina power system and neigh-

boring boats. While we will never know, the probable cause was a one or more recent transi-

ent “hot” boats in nearby slips that are now gone. What we do know is that damage like this, 

under the right conditions, can happen in as little as two to three weeks! 

 

Here is a brief primer on the cause of electrolysis and how to protect against it: 

 

Electrolysis only happens when two dissimilar metals are immersed in an electrolyte and 

connected together. The dissimilar metals have different electrolysis voltages so if you con-

nect them together current flows through the connecting wire one direction and through the 

water to the other. As the current leaves one metal to travel to the other, it causes metal to 

come off one surface and be deposited on the other like battery plates so the higher voltage 

metal suffers electrolysis. Electrolysis can also occur when an adjacent structure or boat is 

injecting DC current into the water and that current goes in one end of your boat and out 

the other on its way to the destination. This can cause electrolysis even though your boat is 

not an offender. 

 

 
 Continued on next page 
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There are basically 2 ways to reduce electrolysis. The PREFERABLE one is to DISCONNECT the electrical circuit. If this 

can’t be done, the second method is to provide a sacrificial anode (Zinc) so it deteriorates rather than your expensive equip-

ment. 

Electrolysis cannot occur on an isolated piece of metal in salt water. It is all at the same voltage but if it is isolated no cur-

rent can flow so there is no electrolysis. When it is connected to another piece of metal, ESPECIALLY if the other piece is a 

different metal, you just created a shorted battery and electrolysis will start. By following the wrong advice and bonding 

everything in the boat you are creating batteries where it is unnecessary and making electrolysis problems worse. 

 
Only bond underwater items that are showing symptoms of electrolysis. If it ain’t broke, DON’T fix it. Once you bond it un-

necessarily you have CREATED the circuit rather than DISCONNECTING it. You are now stuck with providing Zincs since 

you have removed the first line of protection. 

 

Although some through hulls appear to be isolated due to sitting in fiberglass and using non-metallic tubing, they quite of-

ten are not and WILL need bonding. For example, the raw water cooling inlet for an inboard engine is in fact connected to 

the engine block by the salt water in the tubing and may need bonding so the current flows though copper rather than the 

water and in/out of the through hull. There are situations where different metals cannot be disconnected and you are stuck 

with putting zincs on them to provide a target for the electrolysis. Zincs have a higher electrolytic voltage than marine met-

als so it is the first to deteriorate. 

 

Keep in mind that the zinc will CREATE electrolysis (favorable electrolysis since the zinc is being eaten up). Putting zincs 

where they were not needed will still cause the zincs to erode away since they create the battery situation where none may 

have existed. The range of protection a zinc can supply to other metals bonded to it is limited by the conductivity of the wa-

ter. In salt water you get coverage for a radius of about 4 to 6 feet. 

 

Over 90% of electrolysis problems are created by the shore power connection. You could theoretically disconnect the 

ground connection in the shore power and avoid electrolysis (and in some cases this is absolution) but ABYC regulations 

require the AC ground be connected to the DC ground so an electrical fault on the boat won’t electrocute swimmers in the 

vicinity. 

 

When you connect your underwater metal to the shore power ground you have “bonded “ with every other boat on the 

docks who have the same connection. Now electrolysis currents are free to flow anywhere in the marina and it only takes 

one boat with a 12 volt DC leakage to eat up every boat within a wide radius even though the offender has zero electrolysis 

evidence. 

 

Your protection is a Galvanic Isolator in the ground connection of the shore power lead. Any Galvanic Isolator that meets 

AYBC specifications will do - they are not rocket science and extremely reliable. 

 

 What else can be done? When we all walk the docks, look for shore power cords in or close to the water and safely secure 

them well above the water. Look for boats using damaged or non-marine grade approved shore power (such as house-hold 

type extension cords); don’t disconnect them, speak with the boat owner if possible and educate them to the dangers to eve-

ryone, including divers, and pass on the information to the marina for follow up. Non-marine grade/approved shore power 

cords are not allowed in the marina for this very reason! Never use battery chargers intended for automotive use! 

Following these guidelines will go a long way towards protecting your investment, lowering costs and safer boating for all! 
 
 
Mitch Ruth 
Rear Commodore, 2018 
“Happy Our” 
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Upcoming Events at the Port 

Wednesday, July 4th  

Join us for the annual 4th of July celebration in La Conner. The festivities begin with a parade through town, which begins 

at noon. Following the parade is a community picnic with children’s events at Pioneer Park. 

The evening entertainment begins at 5:00 p.m. with a concert , food vendors and a beer garden hosted by Anacortes  

Brewing Company. This year’s headliner band is the Pacific Northwest rock pioneer Jr Cadillac! And lastly, there will be a 

fireworks display presented by Western Display Fireworks. 

 

Just a side note for you, the parade staging area is in the south basin parking lot. And wouldn't be great if the Yacht Club 

participated in the parade! 

 

Saturday, August 4th 

It’s the 18th Annual La Conner Classic Boat and Car Show! This is a greatly attended event  and if you are into classic cars 

and boats, plan to join the town this weekend. Do you have a classic car and/or boat? The event planners would love for 

you to participate! Contact the Chamber of Commerce for information on participating. 

And another note for you, this event takes place in the Marina’s South Basin and guests and tenants will need to park in the 

Marina’s Office parking lot, located between the North and South Basins. More details will be forthcoming as the date  

approaches. 

 

Coming in the July Channel Marker will be more information on the upcoming dredge project and a few other details. 

 

 

By Darla Pyke 

Harbormaster 

La Conner Marina 
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Date Event Location 

June 15-16 Steak Fry & Golf Tournament Lopez Island 

July 20-22 Wine & Stein Cap Sante 

Aug. 10-12 Crash & Burn Sucia 

Aug. 24-26 Crabfest Roche Harbor 

   

Sept. 8 Past Commodore’s BBQ Clubhouse 

Wine & Stein: 

The date is July 20-22 at Cap Sante Marina. We’ve got the floating tents reserved. We haven’t filled 

in all the blanks yet, but SYC will be there. We’ve got 20 spots reserved for the club. You need only to 

call Glen Beam and tell the name and length of your boat, and show up and have a great time. Watch 

for the July Channel Marker for more details, and call Glen Beam to reserve your slip. 360-708-

8539. 

Crab Fest: 

The crab fest will be at Roche Harbor this summer. We have a floating tent reserved for Friday and 

Saturday nights, August 24th and 25th. We are going to have members bring a crab dish to share. 

Please call Roche Harbor to reserve your dock spot (800-586-3590). Tell them you are with SYC and 

would like to be with the group by the tent. Call Glen Beam for more information (360-708-8539). 

Watch for more information to come. 



P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swi nomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

 
Steve and Cheryl Stinson 

Ship’s Store Managers 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here! 

http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 

 

Website Administrator:  Felicia Lowe  

Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen 

 

 


