
 

Channel Marker 

Commodore’s Log ...  
Mike Sisk 
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 Events 

Jan 20 Commodores’ Ball 

Jan 27—

Feb 4 
Seattle Boat Show 

Feb 24 Family Fun Night 

Mar 3 New Membership Breakfast 

Mar 3 Spring General Membership  

Mar 16-18 Bowling Extravaganza 

Mar 24 Fidalgo Yacht Club Social 

Apr 7-8 
Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown 

Cruise 

May 5 Opening Day 

Jun 15-17 Steak Fry & Golf Tournament 

Jul 20-22 Wine and Stein  

Aug 10-12 Crash ‘n’ Burn 

Aug 24-26 Crabfest 

Sep 8 Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ 

Sep 21-23 Oyster Run 

Oct 20 Oktoberfest/Halloween 

Nov 3 Fall General Membership Meeting 

Dec 1 
Christmas Decorating Party/Reindeer 

Romp 

Dec 1 Reindeer Romp 

Dec 8 Christmas Boat Parade 

October 2018 
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As I was at Oyster Run this last weekend I notice there 
was a pumpkin on the table and I guess it sunk in that 
summer is truly over. The nights are getting briskly cold 
and it seems like it came on too quick for me at least but I 
don’t like to be cold. Now I have to start wearing pants 
and not my normal shorts and t-shirt attire which is hard 
to give up. Time to break out the heaters I guess. 
 
Speaking of Oyster Run I want to put out a huge thanks to Brent & Gretchen 
Malone for basically hosting the non-hosted event. Thanks for bringing  
oysters from your own oyster beds at home and cooking them up, they were 
delicious. I know some of the oysters that the Malones brought were very 
large and took 5-8 years to get to that point. That shows how giving the 
Malones are to the club and we are lucky to have them as part of the SYC 
family. I also want to thank Pep & Felicia Lowe for taking on the reservation 
coordination with Cap Sante at the last minute. 
 
We had several members go up to Anacortes Yacht Club clubhouse for drinks 
on Friday night as part of their invite. We had about fifteen boats for the 
weekend at the docks with about five members driving up for the day. All in 
all, this was a well-attended event considering the weather and the fact that 
the train bridge was closed on Sunday and people had to travel around 
through deception pass to get back to LaConner. 
 
I also want to let everybody know we had a great turn out for the Past 
Commodores BBQ on September 8th . I want to thank Bob & Cindy Davisson 
for hosting this great event. We had ten past commodores to recognize which 
did and awesome job cooking the salmon. This wasn’t just for the past  
commodores it was also to recognize Rod & Betsy Crawford for the many 
years of service to the town of LaConner with their business “Boaters  
Discount”. They brought family members with them to partake in the 
celebration. SYC members came up to say a few words of memories they had 
and how they are truly going to be missed in the town for that quick fix, so 
we can get out on our vacation or on the water for the weekend. Gary Baugh 
made up a slide show of pictures bringing back memories from when they 
were first in the club. We all wish Rod & Betsy well for the future as they are 
retiring and can do “what they want when they want” as they say. 
 
Now we all must think about how we are going to dress up for Halloween and 
decorate our boats for Christmas parade. I hope to see you soon. 
 
See you out on the water….. 
 
Mike Sisk 
Commodore 
“Wanderlust” 
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Daniel Irish 
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A big thank you to the Anacortes Yacht Club! Many of our SYC members were  
able to take part in the invitation from the Anacortes Yacht Club, for social  
drinks at their clubhouse on Friday night of the Oyster Run weekend. It was a  
great time. The drinks were low cost. The welcome, hospitality and friendliness  
of AYC was great. I got to speak to many of their members. I felt right at home.  
Thanks again to AYC. They have reached out to me requesting an invitation to  
our Christmas Lighted Boat Parade and social. This sounds like it may be  
another great Lighted Parade again this year. We will keep you all informed to 
the plans. I am sure Mitch will be speaking about this. 
 
We have many more existing events yet to come this year. The next (No Host)  
event is the “Anacortes Bier on the Pier”. October 5th & 6th . This is an 
un-event, but I know a few of our members are planning on motoring over for  
this one. Check it out on-line. 
 
Our next official SYC event is on October 20 th at that clubhouse. It’s our Halloween Party. Hosted by 
the Campbells, Malones & Toycens. The theme is “Ghost Ship”. Now if you have not been part of these 
host’s parties before, you are in for a treat (and fun). Done miss it! Check out the newsletter for full 
details. Put it on your calendar. 
 
One more to please put on your calendar, is our “Fall General Membership Meeting”. The date is  
November 3rd , at the clubhouse. I know when you see the word “meeting”, most people want to run 
the other way. Well this is not one of those meetings. This is a time for you, the members of SYC, to 
hear and see how the club is doing. You’ll hear about our finances and what we have and will be doing 
as a club. It’s a time for you to ask any questions you might have, for all the club members to hear and 
be informed about. I encourage you all to mark your schedules and plan to join us. Oh yes, we also 
plan to have a great dinner and a great time after dinner with music, along with great fellowship  
together. I hear rumor that COA restaurant will be catering this event for us. We all know how great 
their food is! See you all there for this one. 
 
December will bring the “Reindeer Romp” on Dec. 1st for our SYC women and the “Lighted Christmas 
Boat Parade” for everyone on December 8th. Details on both of these will be coming. If you like winter 
boating (or if you have never done it, think about this one), don’t forget about this un-event over New 
Years at Lopez in Fisherman Bay. This is a great time to end 2018 and start 2019. Again, more to come 
regarding this next month. 
 
Daniel W Irish 
Knot Irish III 
Vice Commodore 
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...  
Mitch Ruth 

This theme for the 2018 SYC Lighted Boat Christmas  
Parade is “Christmas in LaConner”.   
  
This year we have the opportunity to expand our  
event and let our creative juices run wild. Since the  
lighted boat parade has such a huge impact on the 
town of LaConner, I thought that getting the town  
and businesses involved could have a huge positive  
impact on both our club and upon the businesses of  
LaConner. So rather than simply performing for the  
people, we have the opportunity to have the local 
businesses participate in decorating the boats and  
competing for top honors! The idea is being very well received by the  
community! 
  
Here's the short story; (please bear in mind, there is no requirement that any 
boat partner with a local business. It is meant only to add to the fun, maybe 
defray some costs, build better relations within the community and grow the 
event). I have begun contacting local businesses and chamber, and started 
developing a list of those who would like to partner with club members in the 
parade. For those SYC members interested in partnering, all you need do is 
send me an email expressing your desire to participate as a team with a  
business from LaConner. The Port/Marina has already committed as have 
several other businesses. If you have an early request, let me know and I will 
do my best to accommodate those requests. Please do not directly solicit the 
businesses. I will make all direct contact for the club. 
 
After I have the completed lists, I will pair up the teams, giving preference to 
SYC members where possible. Those participating as teams will be paired up 
and emails going out no later than the first week of November. 
  
It is the intent to give a wide latitude to the teams in creating what they 
envision as “Christmas in LaConner” and how the fine details work for each 
team; the sky is the limit this year. I envision some sort of banner with the 
business name be visible on the boat to help identify the business. It might be 
nice to have people from the businesses have the option of riding in the  
parade as well; as always, it’s the Captain’s call. 
  
Make it big, make it bright, make it joyous, make it festive! Let’s have fun  
doing what we love to do and share that joy with the community around us! 
  
After the parade, we will be inviting those businesses who entered as teams 
to join us for our dinner, refreshments and fellowship. We will be awarding 
trophies for the top winners; businesses and the boats. 
 
Complete detail of the time frames for; Captains meeting, decorating times, 
parade time, the dinner, entertainment, etc., will be published in the  
November Channel Marker. 
 
Mitch Ruth 
Rear Commodore,  2018 
“Paradiso” 
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Theme: Ghost Ship—dead pirates, 
sailors lost at sea, mermaids and 
sea monsters 

Food & Beverage: Heavy Halloween 
themed potluck appy’s and BYOB 

There will be music and prizes for 
best costumes and appy. 
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Fall  General Membership Meeting 

November 3rd 

5:00 pm 

Clubhouse 

Hosted by Sisk/Irish 

 

Catered by COA 

Theme: Mexican 
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Dungeness Crab Bisque 
Lindee Brooks 

 

1 med carrot—rough cut    1/2 cup flour 

1 celery stalk—rough cut    1 oz brandy or Grand Marnier 

1 med red pepper—rough cut   2 TBL paprika   

1 med green pepper—rough cut   1/4 cup of Old Bay 

1 yellow onion—rough cut   Dash of Cayenne 

1 clove garlic     1 TBL crab base 

1 TBL fresh parsley    120z milk 

1/2 TBL chopped chives    18oz cream 

1 TSP fresh tarragon    crab to taste 

3 TBL butter 

 

Place vegi’s in food processor , chop fine. Transfer ingredients to sauce pan 

And saute until tender. Add parsley, chives and tarragon heat over medium heat 

until dente’. 

In skillet melt butter over medium heat. Whisk in flour and create a roux, cook 

4-5 minutes, stir frequently. Add brandy (or Grand Marnier) to delglaze. Add 

paprika, parsley , Old Bay, black pepper and cayenne. Add roux to bisque over 

low temp 30-40 minutes , stir frequently. Add crab . I make crab stock to thin 

soup down. 

Crab Salad Sandwiches 
Mitch and Jill Ruth 

 

English Muffins 

Crab (imitation is good to) or chicken 

Mayonnaise 

Salt n Pepper 

Lettuce 

Grated cheese (medium cheddar) 

 

Oven to broil, toast muffins 

Mixed chopped lettuce, crab, mayonnaise, salt n pepper 

Dish on top of toasted muffins 

Cover with grated cheese 

Broil until they start to brown 

Serve hot! 

https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/-ebmAoSBj5Pc/W484uVPSkDI/AAAAAAAAZh4/sTXel5rEZhQ2QCR9DW-HiWnMi5Kr6Ah2ACHMYBhgL/s640/2018%2BCrabfest%2B082.JPG


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Craig’s Crabby Sandwich 
   Craig & Elizabeth Sjostrom 

 

   Generous bowl of shelled crab 

   Add mayonnaise to moisten 

   Add a few shakes of paprika to flavor 

   Heat until warm 

 

   Add Tillamook cheddar cheese, about a third as much of the crab. Melt together. 

   Put on a soft hoagie roll, lightly toasted; top the roll with cheese mixture, top with  

   more cheese and lightly broil to melt cheese. Once done , add a sprinkle of paprika,  

   and a very thin slices tomato. 

   Enjoy with a beer. 
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Marie Jaitris 
Boat: Destiny—Tanzer 7.5 1979 Sailboat 
 
Took up sailing in 2009. ASA/US Sailing Certifications to Bareboat Charter. After one year of 
racing, realized I’m a cruiser at heart. Still learning…will always be learning. Boat owner since 2017. 
Moored at Cap Sante in Anacortes. Solo sailor (if you don’t count my crew, Mario...my little 9lb  
Chihuahua).  
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Lighted Boat Parade 

Christmas in La Conner 

December 8th 

More details in  

November Newslwetter 
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Halloween Party 

October 20th 

Time: 6:00pm 

SYC Clubhouse 

See page 4 for details 

 

Fall General Membership Meeting 

November 3rd 

Time: 5:00pm  

Lighted Boat Parade 

December 8th 

Theme: Christmas in La Conner 

 

More details to come in  

November Newsletter 



P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swi nomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

 
Steve and Cheryl Stinson 

Ship’s Store Managers 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here! 

http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 

 

Website Administrator:  Felicia Lowe  

Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen 

 

 


