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Commodore’s Log ...  
Mike Sisk 

Swinomi sh  Yach t  C l ub   

 Events 

Jan 20 Commodores’ Ball 

Jan 27—

Feb 4 
Seattle Boat Show 

Feb 24 Family Fun Night 

Mar 3 New Membership Breakfast 

Mar 3 Spring General Membership  

Mar 16-18 Bowling Extravaganza 

Mar 24 Fidalgo Yacht Club Social 

Apr 7-8 
Clubhouse Cleanup & Shakedown 

Cruise 

May 5 Opening Day 

Jun 15-17 Steak Fry & Golf Tournament 

Jul 20-22 Wine and Stein  

Aug 10-12 Crash ‘n’ Burn 

Aug 24-26 Crabfest 

Sep 8 Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ 

Sep 21-23 Oyster Run 

Oct 20 Oktoberfest/Halloween 

Nov 3 Fall General Membership Meeting 

Dec 1 
Christmas Decorating Party/Reindeer 

Romp 

Dec 1 Reindeer Romp 

Dec 8 Christmas Boat Parade 

November 2018 
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Ok just going to put it out there WOW!!! The  
Spooktacular Halloween party was nothing less than  
awesome and if you missed it I’m sorry. The decorations 
were outside as well as inside and the detail that was  
involved was awesome. With the “Ghost Ship” theme 
there was a huge mast with a sail that went clear up to the 
ceiling right as you walked in. Right on top of the mast 
was our burgee on a pole that had to be bent over to fit to 
show you how tall the mast was. There was even a huge ships wheel at the 
base of the mast that turned to tell you the detail. There was chest with  
lighted skulls and lights all around the windows with skulls across the mantel 
and back in bar area was all the highly detailed potion jars and of course the 
poison apple. There was not a spot in the clubhouse that wasn’t decorated, 
and I saw the car loads come in with all the decorations. 
 
There was a live band that did a great job and even a flash mob of thriller 
dancers broke out in dance a couple times through the night. A lot of people 
put time and thought into their costumes as we had The Shining movie twins 
that were creepy and more so with wine. The fun part was trying to figure out 
who everybody was as a few were hard to recognize. There were a number of 
people that helped put all the decoration up but huge thanks go to the 
Malone’s, Toycen’s and Campbell’s as they were the masterminds behind all 
the madness. 
 
There is one more event in 2018 with the Christmas Parade and it will be 
another year in the books. I can’t believe how fast the year has gone by but 
we have had a great year and it has been a pleasure to be part of all these 
great events that makes us the fun SYC. Next year I would like to see the host 
of the events reach out to new members to help them with the event, so the 
new members get more involved and familiar with the club. 
 
I hope everybody has enjoyed the newsletter and the articles as I only have 
one more as commodore to reach out to everybody. 
 
Hope to see you out on the water…. 
 
Mike Sisk 
Commodore 
“Wanderlust” 
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We have heard it stated many times, “as you get older, the years go by faster and 
faster every year”. As an old guy, I agree with that statement. This 2018 year has 
just disappeared. It just seems like we were all anticipating the summer  months so 
we could enjoy the great sunny weather out on our boats. Well, here we are now  
saying, what happen to our summer? It is gone! Halloween is past. Thanksgiving  
and Christmas are just around the corner. Then we are headed into 2019. 
 
Although it has gone by fast, I do enjoy looking back on the year and remembering  
all the great times our club has had. The first and foremost thing I want to mention 
regarding all of our SYC events this year, is the outstanding attendance and participation from so many 
members. The events are so much more fun and exciting when the event is largely attended. This year’s 
events have been the best attended over the past several years. 
 
Some events to highlight are the Bowling Extravaganza in March. Steak Fry & Golf Tournament in June. 
Our 1st (in a long time) 4th of July “Land Parade” in La Conner. The Pirates in Paradise in August and of 
course the Crabfest at Roche also in August. The Bowling Extravaganza, hosted by the Lowe’s was a great 
weekend on the water. It was St Patty’s day, so all were encouraged to dress up in your best “Irish” garb. 
Man, what a bunch of great outfits. I think Frank Campbell and Peter & B were my top winners. 
 
Our Steak Fry & Golf Tournament. Who can out do the Malones? Holy smokes the morning breakfast & 
eye openers on the dock were the best. Not just the normal muffins. Waffles and bacon & eggs (ok the  
bacon & eggs were hard boiled eggs with a piece of bacon on top). It was a great morning time sitting on 
the dock enjoying everyone’s conversations. 
 
As our 1st , in a long time, 4th of July land parade down the La Conner waterfront, we had a great turn out 
from so many club members. Brent loaned us his trailered Tollycraft boat to tow. It was decorated and 
loaded with a lot of love from SYC members. Then a great BBQ on the recip dock that afternoon. This was 
such a great time that we are putting it on the event calendar for 2019. It is also a great advertisement for 
our club. 
 
In August the Toycens displayed their magic for a great “Pirates in Paradise” on Sucia Island. Ok, I stated, 
“who can out do the Malones”? These two couples sure give each other a run for their money. The pirate 
ship decorating and race was a fun and memorable time. I think I remember this weekend finishing up 
with many of us staying over to Monday, with a party on our boat Sunday night, which had about 30 
people on our boat all at the same time! Music, dancing and a lot of fun. I remember someone saying that 
the water was up to our swim step. Great time, great memories. 
 
Our clubs 1st time back to Roche Harbor for an event in a long time, thanks to Mr. Glen Beam, was also a 
good time. Crabfest, hosted by the Beams and Pfosts. Man did we have a lot of crab for dinner Saturday 
night. It was awesome! Had a re-naming ceremony, with the evening topped off with our own Gary Baugh 
entertaining us with some great live music. 
 
Over all, 2018 has been a great year for our yacht club. There is so much more I could talk about, but  
suffice to say, everyone that took part in an event this year, I thank you all very much. Everyone did a  
wonderful job. I am sure we all have great memories that could be shared. 
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2018 has been a great year; full of challenges, lessons 
learned and as always, great memories and lots of fun! We 
have enjoyed phenomenal growth in membership which 
speaks volumes to the incredible group of people in our 
club. In fact, this year’s new membership may be close to 
setting a record. Regardless of the numbers, the quality of 
our members is truly second to none. I am very proud to be 
part of such a great group of people. 
 
This year had its boating challenges as well. As you may re-
call, we had a catastrophic failure of our outdrive caused by electrolysis from a 
“hot” boat moored near us. Of course, it happened at the worst moment;  
preparing to sell “Happy Our” and move up in size to a bigger boat. As un-fun as 
major repairs are, the worst part was the loss of so much boating time this  
season; over two months of prime boating season. 
 
The up-side was once repairs were complete she sold within hours of listing to a 
great young family just starting out on their own. As luck would have it, we found 
our new boat equipped almost exactly as we had hoped for on Lake  
Union; a Meridian 381. After much negotiation, inspections and surveys, she was 
ours! Bringing her through the locks to LaConner was a new experience for me 
and a lot of fun too. Lots to learn on the new boat, but we are excited to get her 
dialed in and off for more SYC adventures and no more lost boat time! 
 
Her first outing was to Roche Harbor for the annual Crab Fest. Beyond a great 
event, we were honored by our esteemed Vice Commodore Dan Irish officiating 
the renaming ceremony. Dan was on point that day. Not only was the ceremony 
awesome, but without missing a beat in his speech, when the Champaign cork was 
popped, he simply extended his hand and the cork fell from the sky into his hand! 
Our new boat is now officially “Paradiso”. Again, thank you Dan for honoring us 
with the ceremony and thank you to all the members who participated in the  
ceremony too! 
 
Another highlight of our year, if I may briefly digress from the important business 
of boating, has been getting our son off to college in Missoula, Montana. He’s 
loving it! He also has joined the Sigma Nu Fraternity and was elected as the  
Treasurer. A first in the fraternity for a freshman pledge to be inducted and  
elected to the board during the first year. We are very proud of him. (As an aside, 
we just returned from a Parents Day weekend at the college where young Mitchell 
and I only lost one round of beer pong at the Parents Night frat party. Clearly, we 
have skills. I’m not sure where or how those skills can be applied, but hey, we’re 
ready. 
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...  
Mitch Ruth 
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Continued from page 2—Vice Commodore Dan Irish 

Don’t forget about “winter boating”. It is always a great time. More to come about that. Once again, I 

want to tell everyone, thank you for making our Swinomish Yacht Club one of best clubs around. 

 

Daniel W Irish 

Knot Irish III 

Vice Commodore 

 

 
Continued from page 3—Rear Commodore Mitch Ruth 

Last, but certainly not least has been the highlight of serving on the board. Club members may not know 

what goes on behind the scenes to keep everything going as smoothly as it really does. It has been and 

continues to be an honor to serve the club with the leadership we have in the SYC. We are fortunate to 

have such a dedicated, knowledgeable and hard-working group. Without them, and the wonderful 

support from all of you, none of this would be possible. 

 

Footnote: As we move into November, please get excited and keep an eye out for emails and information 

regarding the 2018 SYC Lighted Boat Christmas Parade. This will be our biggest yet! 
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Hunter, Dick 
 
Boat: Anam Cara - Lien Hwa/Vantare 50’ 
 
Enjoys taking his boat up into Canada during the summer months. Dick has his boat 
moored in the La Conner Marina in the north basin. 
 
 
 
Jaitris, Marie 
 
Boat: Destiny—Tanzer 7.5 1979 Salilboat 
 
Took up sailing in 2009. ASA/US sailing Certifications to Bareboat Charter. After a year of 
racing, realized I’m a cruiser at heart.  Still learning... will always be learning.  Boat owner 
since 2017.  Moored at Cap Sante in Anacortes  Solo sailor (if you don’t count my crew, 
Mario... my little 9lb chihuahua). 
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Annual Yearbook Reminder: 

It’s that time of the year again and out wonderful Michael Arthur will be putting together the annual yearbook .  If 

you have changes  like your address, phone, email or an updated picture please email them to Felicia Lowe at 

pflowe@frontier.com. Also if you are new to the club and did not send a picture in, please send that as well. Thanks 

so much and looking forward to another great year! 

Website Updates: 

Over the course of the last year Felicia has been working on putting some forms on the website to help with event 

planning.  Events are whatever you want to make and these forms have some helpful hints that can help you to get 

started. This part of the member site is a work in progress and will get updated as time allows. Please visit:  http://

www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/.  If you have any questions or comments please feel free 

to contact Felicia at pflowe@frontier.com. 

 

Thank you Felicia!! 

 

Christmas Parade Clean-up on December 9th: 

We thought it might be fun to have a potluck breakfast the morning after the Christmas Parade to make the clean-

up of the clubhouse a bit more fun. It’s a not an organized event, of course, but if people want to bring  breakfast to 

share during the clean-up that would be fantastic and make the weekend last just a little longer. 

 

Boaters Discount: 

Our wonderful club members and owners of Boaters Discount, Rod and Betsy Crawford, have extended a discount to the 

members of SYC. Please plan to visit them at the store until end of year. 

 

http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/
http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/
http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/


 

 

 
 

 
Swinomish Channel Dredge 
The Corps of Engineers, in partnership with contractor J.E. McAmis, will be dredging the Swinomish 
Channel. The estimated start date is Wednesday, October 24th and should be completed around  
November 30th.  Of course, this schedule is subject to change.  They will start at the south end and  
proceed northward. The south end work will end sometime during the week of November 4th (includes 
Hole in the Wall). The two sites by Shelter Bay and Rainbow Bridge are scheduled be completed by the 
end of that week (November 9th). The final location is the North end at Padilla Bay. The channel will not 
be closed to through traffic at any time during the dredge.  
  
2019 Seattle Boat Show 
It’s early to think about this, but we’re trying to get a jump on the Seattle Boat Show for 2019.  If you are 
interested in spending some time at our booth promoting the marina and La Conner, we would love to 
have you. We need volunteers to staff the booth throughout the week on the busiest days.  We don’t need 
a final list of names right now, but we will need to order badges ahead of time.  Several of you joined us 
for the 2018 show and it was great to have you there. If anyone is interested, let us know! 
  
Photo Op 

We need to get some updated photos of the marina and we’d like to have some with people in them.  This 
time of year it’s hard to find random people on the guest docks and even on the tenant docks (especially at 
the right time of day for outdoor photos).  We have a photographer who will come out to take the pics, 
though we don’t have a date yet.  We’re looking for willing victims, I mean volunteers, to be in the photos. 
It’ll be during a week day, but that’s all we know for now.  If you would like to participate, please let us know. 
Email us at harbormaster@portofskagit.com 

 

 

 

Page 7 The Channel Marker 

By Darla Pyke 

Harbormaster 

La Conner Marina 

December 1st    Christmas Decorating Party/Reindeer Romp 

December 8th   Christmas Boat Parade 

January 19th, 2019  Commodores Ball 

January 25th—February 2nd  Seattle Boat Show 

mailto:harbormaster@portofskagit.com
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Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...  
Glen Beam 

Go about 8 miles further up the Skagit River from the Lyman Tavern, and  

you get to the Birdseye  Brewing Company. It’s a great dinghy ride and  

easier than you think. You can also get there from Highway 20 or on your 

Bicycle on the Cascade Rail Trail. 

 

The Birdsview is the most easterly brewery on the Skagit Farm to Pint Brewery Tour. 

Pull your boat up at Raser State Park and walk about a mile toward Highway 20. 

 

Once there, you find a funky bar in an octagon wood building that is a one-room affair, with a bar,  

kitchen, stage, and dining area. There is also an outdoor area to drink and eat. Most importantly they 

have a flat screen TV’s to watch the Mariners. 

 

They have 6 different home-brewed beers on tap, including Bill’s Pils, 7 Barrel IPA, and a Dusty 

Blonde. I had the Best of Everything Burger, but they had several burgers to choose from. 

 

They had a big crowd on the day I was there, including a few gals on horseback wearing pink overalls. I 

loved it! Get there anyway you can.  



P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swi nomi sh  Yach t  

C l ub   

 
Steve and Cheryl Stinson 

Ship’s Store Managers 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here! 

http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 

 

Website Administrator:  Felicia Lowe  

Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen 

 

 


