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Mike Sisk

Here we are at the end of another year which makes us
another year older and as they say the older you get the
faster time goes. I will have to say that this year, my
Commodore year, has gone by quicker than I anticipated.
I really enjoyed this year as I slowly have gotten over my
fear of getting up in front of everybody (sort of). Since we
are like a big extended family I have been made to feel
comfortable out in front of all of you, with that I say,
“thank you”.
I know we have had record turn outs to events this year which makes me
look good since I’m Commodore but there are a few factors that make all that
happen. This really boils down to how great and fun our members are along
with all the great host that have stepped up and dedicated time and effort to
host. I want to thank all the host for going the extra mile and all the detail
work that went into decorating for the events. One event stood out to me that
really was fun to see was Sucia “pirates in paradise”. This event got just about
everybody involved as teams were formed in secret and then engaged in a
heated bidding war for a chance of winning one of the six coveted ship wood
pieces to be decorated, all to benefit the club. Then everybody gathered on
one of their team members boat to brain storm and decorate as the dock
emptied. When it was time for the race, everyone emerged from their boats
dressed in character with their decorated wooden ships to compete in the
pirate ship race. Everybody rooted for their favorite team and had fun, great
job Toycen’s and Malone’s.
I was able to make every event this year except one, which was Crab Fest at
Roche Harbor, which sounded like a great event (sorry Beam’s). We had a
soccer tournament which will get more prevalent since Bryson is getting
older, so it is a good thing I went through the chairs when I did.
This year I have been involved in a number of issues and I have called upon a
couple past commodores for insight that were more than willing to help,
Thank You. I also had a great group of board members that helped keep SYC
going in the right direction, Thank You. As the board continues to evolve
every year, I can say that we are in good hands for years to come. Now as the
club moves forward, I look forward to joining that elite group of past
commodores and learn the secrets of cooking salmon.
So, this is my last article, contrary to what Amy says, but I want everybody to
know that it has been enjoyable to go through the chairs, thanks for allowing
me to be a focal leader for SYC. Just one more thing “this club is what we
make it” and we have done a pretty damn good job.
See you out on the water……
Mike Sisk
Commodore 2018
“Wanderlust”
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Daniel Irish

Well here we are in December. The weather has changed to “cold” each morning.
This is the time of year I start thinking, I can’t wait for the springtime again. Yes,
I know it is a long way away and we have many things happening before then. Some
personal family events and some wonderful SYC events. In any case, we will keep
ourselves busy so we don’t let the cold bother us (at least not too much).
Thank you to all who joined us for the Fall Membership Meeting &amp; Dinner. I
really feel this was a great evening. The club was presented with our year-to-date
2018 financial statements and introduced to our 2019 budget. Then of course we
enjoyed that great meal from COA. Followed up by a great time, listening to music and socializing. Many
of us stayed till past midnight!
I want to say a big “thank you” to Glen Beam and Shannon Hugel who hosted the bar for us that night. I
heard they ran out of margaritas but had plenty of beer and wine. Ken and Kathy Easley, thank you for
checking everybody in at the door and colleting the money. We really appreciate it. Then of course, I don’t
want to forget to thank Mike and Janine for all their help in co-hosting this event with Rebecca & I. They
are great to work with, thank you.
We have been so blessed with support from all our membership. I thank you so much! Thank you to all
who have volunteered to host our events for 2019. Our event calendar for next year is only needing two
more hosts / sponsors. The Wine-n-Stein July 19th -21st is one of them. We have confirmed reservations
for the two party barges at Cap Sante for that weekend. That weekend is also the local Anacortes
Shipwreck Days, which many like to walk around to see what new stuff (junk) they can find to purchase.
(please note – if a host would like to head up this Wine-n-Stein and move it to a different location, we are
open to that, please let me know). The other open event is the Oktoberfest/Halloween October 19th at the
clubhouse. Please think about volunteering to host one of these events. It is work, but it is rewarding and
fun. Many of our members are willing and ready to help / support the host, if just asked.
The end of 2018 is winding down. Our Lighted Christmas Parade is happening, which I know you will read
more about in this new letter. Than don’t forget about our annual non-event happening at Lopez
Fisherman Bay over New Years. Many will be on their boats and others will be on land in the cabins. This
is open to everyone and has always been a wonderful way to celebrate the New Year. If you are interested
in joining us and have any questions, please let me know.
Well, my last article as Vice Commodore. Next month, a new beginning. We will see what 2019 brings us.
Once again, I want to say thank you to all SYC members for making our club “the best”!
Daniel W Irish
Knot Irish III
Vice Commodore
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Mitch Ruth

Season’s greetings!
Here is the latest information on the parade, club house
decorating, the after party, the dredging impacts on the
parade and impacts on our members who are marina
tenants…. ( If there are changes I will email members, so
please watch your email! )
The parade is shaping up to be the biggest LaConner has
ever seen! Currently we have 20 boats confirming for the
parade totaling 800’ of boats! We have boats from at least
three other Yacht Clubs and several non-member boats as well. We anticipate
additional boats coming in between now and the parade. So, I have worked out
tentative arrangements with the marina for additional boats, and have a plan “B”
just in case we exceed 30 boats entering the parade. So you have no excuse for
not joining in!
If we run out of dock for staging, La Conner Maritime has graciously offered to
let us stage in the horseshoe as well as the 2 travel lift docks if needed. They will
have them clear and ready for the morning of the 8th. We have been asked that
no
parade boats stage on G dock. The marina needs the space for boats moving out
of their slips over the weekend. If you need or plan to stage in this area please let
me know so I can keep track of everyone. My cell is 425-359-8203.
The D dock slips are scheduled to be finished not later than December 7th subject
to change, of course). The majority of the D-West (outside) tenants are on the F
Dock now and know they need to be off of it by the end of day on the 6th to
provide parade staging. (D-West should be done very early next week.)
The D-East (inside) tenants are spread out around the marina. Our Harbor
Master can’t guarantee when they will move back to their home slips. If the
dredging does finish by the 7 th as scheduled, the tenants may want to return as
soon as possible to get back under cover.
IF YOU HAVE NOT CONFIRMED YOUR BOAT ENTRY FOR THE PARADE PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL ME ASAP. WITHOUT THIS INFORMATION WE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO ACCOMIDATE YOU WITH
DOCK SPACE FOR
YOUR BOAT. My cell is: 425-359-8203 OR email me at:
MitchRuth@outlook.com
Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3—Rear Commodore Mitch Ruth

Dates and Times:
12/1/2018
9:00 AM to noon; Decorating of the club house. Coffee and pastries will be provided by Mike and
Janine Sisk. If you would like to bring anything to share it will be welcomed.
12/8/2018
Noon; Final decorating and set up for the Pot Luck after party and decorating of boats
5:00 PM; Mandatory Captains meeting and safety briefing in the club house for parade boat Captains.
6:00 PM; Parade of lighted boats in the channel.
7:00 PM to 11:00 PM: Award for “Best” boat, Pot Luck after party in club house with SANTA!
Pot Luck
*** The Board Members will bring a main dish of Soups, Stews, Chowders , etc.
*** SYC Members and outside Yacht Club Members and Guests
Last names that begin with;
A – K: Appetizer / Finger Foods
L – Q; Side dish or Salads
R— Z; Desserts
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Annual Yearbook Reminder:

It’s that time of the year again and out wonderful Michael Arthur will be putting together the annual yearbook . If
you have changes like your address, phone, email or an updated picture please email them to Felicia Lowe at
pflowe@frontier.com. Also if you are new to the club and did not send a picture in, please send that as well. Thanks
so much and looking forward to another great year!
Website Updates:

Over the course of the last year Felicia has been working on putting some forms on the website to help with event
planning. Events are whatever you want to make and these forms have some helpful hints that can help you to get
started. This part of the member site is a work in progress and will get updated as time allows. Please visit: http://
www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/. If you have any questions or comments please feel free
to contact Felicia at pflowe@frontier.com.
Thank you Felicia!!
Christmas Parade Clean-up on December 9th:

We thought it might be fun to have a potluck breakfast the morning after the Christmas Parade to make the cleanup of the clubhouse a bit more fun. It’s a not an organized event, of course, but if people want to bring breakfast to
share during the clean-up that would be fantastic and make the weekend last just a little longer.
2019 Seattle Boat Show—La Conner Marina

It’s early to think about this, but La Conner Marina is trying to get a jump on the Seattle Boat Show for 2019. If you
are interested in spending some time at our booth promoting the marina and La Conner, we would love to have you.
We need volunteers to staff the booth throughout the week on the busiest days. We don’t need a final list of names
right now, but we will need to order badges ahead of time. Several of you joined us for the 2018 show and it was
great to have you there. If anyone is interested, please contact the marina.

December 8th

Christmas Boat Parade

January 19th, 2019

Commodores Ball

January 25th—February 2nd Seattle Boat Show
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Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...
Glen Beam

Bluewater Bar and Grill
Next time you are boating on Lake Washington, stop by the Bluewater
Bar and Grill on the waterfront at Leschi.
The Bluewater was built right over the lake and set on pilings, with
many spots to tie up your dinghy. The bar is fantastic, with a unique bar area that sits between
the inside and the outside, so you can drink beer and watch the game in the sun in a garden
atmosphere or watch it inside while facing outside.
The Bluewater has a neighborhood feel to it. It’s just right— not too nice and not too dumpy. Lots of
TV’s are on the wall, and they serve Coors Light. They have a large menu, with hamburgers and
seafood at a reasonable price.
It’s a fantastic waterfront bar and one of the most comfortable I’ve been to— and I’ve been to a few.
Get there, have a beer and watch the game. Life is good if you have a dinghy!

Page 7

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen

Steve and Cheryl Stinson
Ship’s Store Managers

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

