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Daniel Irish

My wife and I love having fun with our friends and
that is exactly what happened on January 19th at the
clubhouse. What we don’t really care for, is being the
center of attention, but that is also what happened
that night. Wow! What a great time. I am humbled
and honored to be the Commodore of SYC for 2019.
Again, as I stated that night, I look at this year as a
year to serve all of the members. We are all in this
together and if I can be a part of helping our club to
continue to grow as friends and serve one another
this year, I will be happy. Of course, there are other wonderful things
that we do as a club, like serve our great community, La Conner. And of
course, we can’t forget about all the fun we have when we’re together. I look
forward to all the fun times at the clubhouse and especially the fun times out
on the water, enjoying our boats together.
I was overwhelmed at all the work that so many friends did to prepare the
clubhouse for the Commodore’s Ball. I wish and hope that every one of you
know how much Rebecca &amp; I appreciate what you did. I thank my good
buddies Mike &amp; Janine for their leadership in organizing this event.
They went above and beyond. I want to also thank all the rest by name, for all
the time spent at the clubhouse setting up and for the day after, doing the
cleanup. Lindee & Ed Brooks, Dave & Mary Pfost, Steve & Cheryl Stinson,
Glen & Linda Beam, Michael & Bobbie Arthur, Amy & Don Roosa, Jeanne &
Jeff Saether, Gail & Bill Kortum, Pep & Felicia Lowe, Mike Carlson, Vickie &
Bobby and of course to repeat, Mike Sisk & Janine Bombach. Wow! (again,
wow!) what a crew. Thank you all very much. I do also what to thank all of
you who attended the Ball. The joy and smiles were flowing all night long.
Thank you all for making that night, a night to remember for a long time. So
many hugs (like the hugs! ) and joyous time was had by all.
The year has just started. We have a lot of great things planed for 2019. We
have a great SYC Board and I see the excitement in all of them. Please let me
know if any of you need assistance with anything in our club. I am ready and
willing to do what I can. I will be reaching out to many of you as the year
goes on, for help as we need it. The work will be light as we all work together
to accomplish it.
Once again, thank you for the opportunity to serve all of you. I look forward
to a great 2019!
See you on the water.
Daniel W Irish
Knot Irish III
Commodore
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Mitch Ruth

As we move into 2019, excited for better weather, prepare our boats for the
upcoming season and look forward to our next club events, we have some
important dockside events to attend to; The New Membership Breakfast and
Spring Membership Meeting on March 2nd at the Club House.
This past year has proven to be as fun and exciting as we had all hoped. Thanks to
our fabulous members, their dedication to the club, their boundless energy and
immense creativity, it comes as no surprise that we have had some of the best
outings and events anyone could have hoped for. Every year, every event, truly
raises the bar for fun and quality in the SYC. People, keep up the great work!
What exceeded our expectations has been the surge in new members! Apparently the word is out about
how fun we are, our incredible facility, the great events we host and our amazing reciprocals! You the
members, your work on these events, as well as those attending and enjoying these events is a glowing
example of what the SYC is and why others want to become members too! I know I speak for the entire
board and membership in welcoming all of the new members to the SYC family! With these new
members we can expect to see new ideas, even more creativity, bigger events and a wealth of new
experiences to bring to and share with the club. Our membership is the heart and soul of our club. Our
members, old and new, is what gives life to the SYC. Together we exceed the sum of our parts. Together
we are an incredible family that I am honored to be part of.
Which brings me back around to my topic this month; The New Membership Breakfast and Spring
Membership Meeting on March 2nd at the Club House. I would like to encourage everyone to please
attend the Spring Membership Meeting where we will be taking care of some important “formal” club
business, as well taking the opportunity to meet and welcome our new members into the fold. Besides,
the board will be cooking everyone a fabulous “free” breakfast ! What more could one ask for? Ok, Ok…
I have a couple ideas of things I could ask for too, but I’m getting off topic…. The New Membership
Meeting and Breakfast; please put this into your schedule to attend; join me and the rest of the board
in welcoming these new members into our family!
Mitch Ruth
Paradiso
Vice Commodore
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Pep Lowe
It’s a new year and I would like to welcome Dan Irish
as our new Commodore. If you missed the
Commodores Ball you really missed a fun event.
Well here we are in the dead of winter. The holidays
are over and the New Year is well underway. It seems
we haven’t been on the boat in a while.
It’s a great excuse to go Bowling at Friday Harbor, our
annual event will be the weekend of March 15-17.
Steve and Cheryl Stinson will be hosting. If you haven’t gone to this event your
missing out it is a lot of fun, we have the bowling alley to ourselves. And there is
always a lot of things to do in Friday Harbor.
We also have a new event in March. Glen Beam has chosen to host a picnic at
Cypress Head. It will be the weekend of March 30th . As we all know Glen is sure
to have a bon fire going so don’t forget your fixin’s for smore’s.

Hope to see you all out on the water.
Pep
Escape
Rear Commodore
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February 16th

Join Dan Irish and Glen Beam at Blakely Marina for a winter boating cookout.
The date is Saturday, February 16. Blakely has many vacant slips, with no need to call
the resort, as there is no administration there in the winter. The covered picnic shelter
has many picnic tables, electrical outlets and a fire place.
The theme is Italian. Bring your Dutch Oven or electric crock pot and cook up a tasty
dish. We are gathering around noon on Saturday and picnicking all day long at the picnic
shelter.

We need firewood, as there is none there. Those $5 packs of firewood that are available
in the grocery store are very handy to transport. Please bring two or three packs and an
Italian dish to cook and join us for a great day out boating.
For many, it’s a three-day weekend, so you might be able to stay over until Monday. For
questions call Glen Beam, (360) 708-8539, or Dan Irish, (206) 972-5260.
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Join us for Family Fun Night on February 23rd at the clubhouse. If you
don’t like to pitch a tent in the cold come pitch it inside the clubhouse. Bring
your PJ’s or comfy clothes as we hang out by the fire. We will be making
homemade personalized yummy pizza’s just the way you like it. If you have a
land yacht we have spots for those also. We will have games and a projector for
movies, so if you have a favorite game or movie bring it. We will have the
clubhouse open about 2pm. for whenever anybody wants to show up to get a
tent spot.
This is a great event for the kids and the kids-at-heart! Please RSVP to Mike
Sisk at sisk_mike@hotmail.com so we have an idea on how much food to plan
for.
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Saturday, March 2nd @ Clubhouse
Join us Saturday March 2nd at 9am at the clubhouse for a new
member welcoming breakfast.
Everyone is invited to come welcome our new members to our yacht
club and enjoy a pancake breakfast. Everything is being provided for
breakfast so bring your appetites. Breakfast will be served by the
SYC Board. Help us show new members why our yacht club is the
best around!

Later the same evening join us back at the clubhouse at 5:00 pm for a
BOYB Social Hour and the dinner and the meeting to follow.
Please bring your favorite side dish or dessert to share.

Hosted by Jean and Jim Knowles
Main Course—Honey baked ham and Jean’s homemade
Au Gratin Potatoes

Mark your calendars and plan to join us for
a great night of information.
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March 30th, 2019

Come to a picnic on Saturday, March 30 at Cypress Head
Park on Cypress Island. Cypress Head is that little treed
peninsula that looks like a little Island just south of Eagle
Harbor.
There are four buoys to tie up to at Cypress Head and 15
buoys in Eagle Harbor. Bring your dinghy into the beach,
and climb up to the campsites on the “island.”
The party starts around 10 a.m. and lasts all day.
Bring some firewood or fire logs and a side dish if you like.
I’ll bring the hot dogs.
See you then. Glen Beam, (360)-708-8539.
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Ted and Pam Georgeson from Blakely Island
Boat: Sea Wolf—Fishrite 26’

Ron Kasel and Ruth Hunter
Boat: Excelsior—2004 Nordic Tug 46’
Ruth and I have recently relocated to Anacortes from the Minneapolis area.
We’re living on our boat at Cap Sante. We’ve owned out boat for two years. It’s
out first boat!
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Welcome to the New 2019 SYC Commodore

Please go to links below for to see all the great pictures
from the Commodores Ball.
https://photos.app.goo.gl/DgfDZx2mSv6n32gN7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/farq7EputxX6naNU6

The Channel Marker

Page 10

Swinomish Channel News
By Dick Hunter

The Coast Guard’s weekly publication, Local Notice to Mariners (LNM) of 23 January had a number of items of interest to everyone who transits the Swinomish
Channel south of La Conner. Most of the
existing floating buoys have been replaced with fixed day beacons, and in one case,
with a lighted
marker at the south entrance. These changes were announced as chart corrections, so for those
inclined to note such changes on paper charts, following are the details:
Red: R”6”, R”8”, and R”12” all to the southwest of Goat Island, are now day beacons.
Green: R”1” formerly a green can buoy is now a fixed lighted marker designated on updated charts as
Fl G 2.5s 15 Ft, 4 Naut. Mi
One green can buoy, G”15”, just to the northeast of Goat Island is now a green daybeacon.
Two buoys are unchanged: R”4” and G”5”, both near the south entrance.
I have not been able to find what plans, if any, the Coast Guard has for other changes, notably in the
North Channel. Replacing floating tethered buoys with fixed daybeacons and lighted markers is
always a good idea, as the floating buoys have a tendency to get knocked out of place when hit by
heavy vessels such as dredges and log booms. This happened sometime in December when red N”30”
just north of the railroad bridge was found somewhere in the middle of the channel. The Coast Guard
had to send a crew out to put it back in place.
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Blakely Island Bonfire Weekend

Feb 16th—17th

Family Fun Night

Feb. 23rd

New Member Breakfast

March 2nd

Spring Membership Meeting

March 2nd

Bowling Extravaganza

March 15th—17th

Fidalgo Yacht Club Social

March 23rd

Cypress Head

March 30th

Event Planning - Helpful Hints and Resources:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Review past Channel Markers for inspiration on your event
Provide event information/flyer to the Newsletter Director at least month prior to event
Send email to the club about your event at least month prior
If the event requires reservations at the marina, the hosts should send out a mass email to
club asking for RSVP’s at least 3 weeks prior to event
At least 1 week prior to event, send email out as a reminder and showing those who have
RSVP’d. Also provide slip assignments, if applicable.
Please go to http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/ for event planning
forms. These forms contain information that you may find helpful when planning.
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Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...
Glen Beam

Lake Washington Hyatt
Ok, the Hyatt Regency on the shores of south Lake Washington is a little fancy,
but it has a bar, and it is on the water and it does have a dock to tie up your
dinghy—or your big boat for that matter.
The Hyatt is a great bar with breathtaking views of Lake Washington.
When I went, they had both the Mariners and the Seahawks on at the same
time. They served Coors Light and fancy craft beers, as well.
The bar staff was friendly and eager to serve me, even though I looked like a bum in my dinghy wear. I did
remove my life jacket- this time. They had a huge food menu and advertised “Farm to Market Fare” — is
there some other kind?
I had a great time there, even though there were no dark, dusty corners to hide out in. Boats! bars! Baseball! America!
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Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen

Steve and Cheryl Stinson
Ship’s Store Managers

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

