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Daniel Irish

These longer days are wonderful to see and a gives a
great excitement to early spring time. The rumors are,
our government is considering keeping us on Day
Light Savings Time. I hope they do and stop messing
with the clock.
Speaking of early spring time, our club started early
spring off with our wonderful “New Members
Breakfast” and our “Spring Membership Dinner &
Meeting”. As usual, your club board, headed by your
membership director, Jeff Toycen, put on a great breakfast Saturday
morning for all to enjoy. There were at least 50 people that came to share
good talk over breakfast. Many new members were there to enjoy and meet
other members. Thank you, Jeff, for organizing this event.
Then later that evening, we all gathered again for our Spring Membership
dinner & Meeting. A big thank you to Jim & Jean Knowles for all their hard
work preparing dinner. Jean’s wonderful Au Gratin potatoes, along with that
great ham they provided, dinner was a feast for all. Also, thanks go to
Gretchen Malone, Vicki Birney and Rebecca Irish for their help with this
event as well. I know heading up these events is a lot of work, but well worth
it. I thank them and all event planners. If we all share together, the work is
lighter and we all have a fun time.
I feel our meeting before dinner went very smooth and brought some good
information to our whole club. Financially, our club is looking ok for now.
We do have some things in the future that we will have to keep an eye on, but
overall, doing ok. We have new members added this year already, and as we
stated at the meeting, you, as an SYC member are the best advertising we
have. Keep talking about our club, whether on your boat, at a camp ground
or just out to dinner in the surrounding area of La Conner.
Again, thank you all for your wonderful support of YOUR club, the
Swinomish Yacht Club! See you on the water soon.
Thank you,
Daniel W Irish
Knot Irish III
Commodore
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Pep Lowe
Spring is finally here! I think we can all agree this last
winter has been a tough one. As the bowling event
neared, we couldn’t wait to finally get the boat back
out on the water. As luck would have it the weather
turned out perfect. It couldn’t have been a better run
out to Friday Harbor.
Steve and Cheryl Stinson did a great job hosting the
event. We had 15 boats in the group and 3 couples
rode the big boat over. Friday night we had a great
potluck on the dock, I think I gained a couple of pounds from all that wonderful
food. Saturday morning Cheryl did a great job with breakfast including eye
openers, I especially liked the breakfast “leaky tiki’s” sandwiches Cheryl made.
Then it was off to bowling, Brad Reading (Better Brad as he is now called) took
first place for the guys and Kathleen Easley took first place for the gals and Dick
Hunter took the prize for best golf score. Following bowling was lunch at
Downriggers.
For those that couldn’t make it to the event you really missed out. Good times
were had by all. Saturday night we made a Mister Buddy propane fire circle on the
dock and Jeff Sather even invented his own drink and we passed them around.
As Sunday arrived too early as always, it was time for everyone to head home. We
decided to stay another day, it was just to nice of weather to not take advantage.
Although I have learned if Felicia asks if you would like to join her for a little hike,
think twice it may be more than you expect (like 11 miles) maybe it has her way of
getting me to work off all those great appetizers.

Another great bowling event for the books. I would like to thank Steve and Cheryl
for hosting. It’s a lot of work and we all really appreciate it. I would also like to
thank Felicia for running around during the event taking pictures with her new
camera filling in for Michael Arthur. If anyone took pictures during the event and
would like to see them on the website please let Felicia know.
Next up is the picnic at Cypress Head hosted by Glenn and Linda Beam on March
30th. And with Glenn comes fire, so we will be enjoying company around the fire
at Cypress Head.
If you haven’t been to Cypress Head, I have learned they have composting toilets
and campsites with fire rings. There are 4 buoys in the north cove and the current
can be turbulent at tide change. You can tie to a buoy at Eagle Harbor and dingy
over to the beach at Cypress Head. I can’t wait for the weekend to come. Hope to
see you all out on the water. Don’t forget the season is gone before you know it.
Pep
Rear Commodore

The Channel Marker

Page 3

April 6th, 2019
8:00am
It is spring cleaning time again and time to spiff up the clubhouse for Opening Day
festivities.
We will be looking for volunteers who are ready to roll their sleeves and don their gloves
for some deep-down cleaning. We’ll be cleaning the roof , washing windows, removing
cobwebs, raking leaves outside and cleaning the kitchen and refrigerator and whatever
other projects are on the list. Please let Pep or Felicia know if you have a pressure washer,
wheelbarrow, rakes or truck you can bring for the day. This is actually a really fun event
because we only spend half of Saturday cleaning and the more volunteers we get, the
faster we get done! We start around 8:00am with coffee and muffins and then work until
noon or 1pm. Then weather permitting, we’re off for the short cruise to Coronet Bay (just
east of Deception Pass bridge) for a potluck on the dock.
Please let Pep of Felicia Lowe know if you are willing and able to lend a hand at
pflowe@frontier.com or 360-387-0678. We are looking forward to seeing you there!
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May 18th, 2019

Dinghy to the Park
Bring your dinghy over to the Shelter Bay side of the Swinomish Channel Saturday, May 18. We
have reserved the Rainbow Park in Shelter Bay for the day. It’s just south of the Rainbow
Bridge. It has a beautiful sandy landing beach, where your dinghy won’t get scratched. We plan
on having a fire in the outdoor fireplace and a picnic starting at noon. You can bring picnic food
and drink if you like, or just come for the fellowship. You can also drive or walk there if you can’t
bring your dinghy. After you enter Shelter Bay, turn left on Swinomish Dr., left on Lummi, then
left on Chinook. For more information, call Glen Beam at (360) 708-8539.
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New Member Breakfast and Spring
General Meeting Pics
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Bowling Extravaganza Pics
Please go to links below for to see all the great pictures from
our events.
http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/pictures/
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Bayliner Rendezvous at Roche Harbor
The date is Friday May 31 & Sat. June 1st. If you want to come early
Kevin is giving us a free day on Wednesday, May 29th.
Friday night potluck on the party barge. Hospitality night!
Saturday lunch will be served to all at 1:00 on the party barge. Games
and raffles will be on that day!
Please bring 2 wrapped gifts, one for a male and one for a female, for the games.
To make a reservation please email bev2847@aol.com or call Ron or Bev Leslie at
253-863-1946. We will need your name - boat name, boat length and arrival day.
Get your reservations soon, space is limited.

August 3rd
The La Conner Chamber of Commerce is gearing up for the La Conner Classic Car and Boat Show
and is
looking for someone to chair the boat portion of the event.
Below is a general overview of the Boat Lead position

•

Help recruit boats to attend the Classic (also find someone to act as Committee Boat, to answer
questions on the dock the day of the event)
• Recruit a “judge” for the day
• Plan a meet up or welcome picnic / this is an optional event that we used to do each year
• Help the event committee leading up to the event with packet preparation
• Event weekend – distribute packets, collect money if need be from those that pre-registered. Act
as liason w/ Heather and the Boat judge
• Correspond with Heather throughout the planning process re: attendees and any other issues
that may arise
Please contact Heather Carter at director@laconnerchamber.com or 425-417-3720 for more information.

LACONNER YACHT SALES
Thinking of selling your powerboat? LaConner Yacht
Sales is busy with buyers and would like to talk with you
about listing your vessel.
Give us a call or stop by the office located in the
LaConner Marina. 360-466-3300.
Art, Marcie and Tony
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By Darla Pyke
Harbormaster
La Conner Marina

April 6 (Saturday): 34th annual Skagit Valley Tulip Run – Skagit Regional Airport / Burlington trail
system
• Race start time 9:30am with 10k and 2 mile runs
April 13 (Saturday) - Tulip Festival Parade begins at 1 st /State St. at 2:00 p.m. SYC is welcome to join the
parade. Find more info on these events and others at www.lovelaconner.com
Marina Happenings
Anacortes Boat Show
New this year: La Conner Marina will have a booth at 2nd annual Anacortes boat show. If you didn’t make it to the
Seattle boat show, you can check out this one May 16-19, 2019. Stop by our booth and say hi.
Summer Hours
We are already gearing up for our summer season! Our summer office hours begin Memorial Day weekend, when
we’ll be open 7 days per week, 8:00a. - 5:00p.
Seasonal Staff
We’re looking for stellar dockhands for the season. Must be 18. If you know of anyone who needs a summer
job, please have them contact us. 360-466-3118 or harbormaster@portofskagit.com.
SYC Members - Just a reminder – If you are a current marina tenant and you sponsor a new member to SYC,
who is also a marina tenant, you can both get a $150 credit to your moorage accounts.
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SYC Boating Safety—Man Overboard
By Teresa Campbell

MAN/WOMAN/CHILD OVERBOARD
Hello fellow Members,
Recently a request came to me from Jeff Sather to approach the subject of “Man Overboard”. What can
we do when a person on your boat falls overboard? There are some prevention tips to follow which
may help avoid the situation.

Prevention Tips
On Small Boats
• Board one person at a time
• Step into the middle of the boat
• Keep weight low and centered
• Add non-skid or grip tape in strategic areas
• Keep pets like large dogs from moving about
On Large Boats
• Assure solid footing and keep decks uncluttered
• Always sit in areas designated by the operator; never on the gunnels, bow or swim platform
• Check life lines and railing devices that keep passengers aboard for wear or weakness
• Boats over 16’ in length must have a Type IV throw-able safety device like a horseshoe buoy

How can we rescue safely the person overboard?
Some Crew Overboard (COB) Rescue Tips:
Stop the boat’s forward progress! Every second that you move away from the COB
will make it harder for you to get back to them. When they are located, turn the boat
sharply upwind at low speed.
Get floatation to the person. Items such as a Lifesling will help keep the swimmer
afloat and help you get them into the boat. Another option is a swim noodle, which can
also be used to help re-board the individual.
Take a head count to see who fell overboard. Knowing who (or how many) fell
overboard will help you plan the rescue. For instance, if the largest person on the boat
fell overboard, it might take more equipment or people to bring that person back aboard.
Knowing who you are going after will help you decide who needs to do what in the
rescue.
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SYC Boating Safety—Man Overboard continued
By Teresa Campbell

Assign roles to crew members. Such as having a lookout to keep the victim in sight, to keep
people involved in the rescue.
Get the boat next to the COB. Placing your boat between the swimmer and the wind (upwind)
will give a lee to the person and will give them flatter seas, but you run the risk of floating over them,
which will take away your ability to steer due to the danger of the propeller. Some vessels are more
prone to rapid movement in high wind, so know your vessel and approach the person accordingly.
The better way is to have the swimmer between the boat and the wind by approaching
the swimmer from downwind. This will increase your ability to maneuver, and will take less
time to get the person to the boat.
Get the person on the boat. This can be very difficult, especially if the person is hurt, weak, or
unconscious. Lifeslings, swim platforms, ladders, swim loops, and brute strength are all methods of
bringing someone on board. Practice all and pick the best one for your boat and crew.
Avoid sending a rescuer into the water. This will just be another person that could potentially
need rescue. If someone needs to go over to help a week or injured person, make sure they have a life
jacket on and a lifeline secured to them.
The most common safety rescue on a boat involves a ladder. That is, when an individual can navigate
by himself and climb up with assistance. There is a great website regarding all types of boating safety
which is The BoatUS Foundation for Boating Safety. The Foundation has done testing on
various boat rescue ladders. Below is a table defining the ratings and results, along with costs.
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SYC Boating Safety—Man Overboard continued
By Teresa Campbell

Sailors have their choice of crew-overboard maneuvers to employ - the Figure Eight and Quick Stop,
just to name two. But powerboats are different. There are no widely- accepted maneuvers. “That’s why it
was important to include powerboats in this series of tests,” said BoatU.S. Foundation President Ruth
Wood. Also, safely getting close enough to make contact with an overboard victim, with one or two
propellers whirling away, was an issue in need of investigation. And finally, there was the issue of
re-boarding. Ask most power-boaters how to get a person back on board, and they’ll point to the swim
platform. But what if the water is choppy or the victim is unconscious? How useful is a swim platform
then? Where to pull the victim up? Beware of the swim step, especially in heavy chop. The motion of the
boat can cause the swim step to react like a sledge hammer. The side of the boat is better in rough
waters.
The best advice comes with knowing your boat, and practicing with a trial run from time to time.
Testing was held by a Crew Overboard Retrieval Symposium in California sponsored by the Bonnell
Cove Foundation, the Boat U.S. Foundation, West Marine and the Modern Sailing Academy, with
additional support by North Sails and the Sailing Foundation of Seattle. The testing involved
approaching an overboard individual and showed that for a Grand Banks 42 working upwind and
drifting sideways worked well, after turning around at slow speed. However, with another 40 foot
vessel, a Fortier, sideways did not work, and approaching the victim bow in was successful with winds at
18-25 knots and 2-3 foot chop. Both vessels slowed and turned a narrow circle to create less chop.
After reaching the victim, getting them out of the water was another serious challenge. The Grand Banks
and Fortier crews found the Lifesling (both the inherently buoyant and inflatable models) worked well
to make contact with victims, as did a simple throw rope bag, and even & “the Noodlevator” (invented
sometime between day one and two of the event using swimming pool Styrofoam & “noodles”). The
Lifesling, in addition to being a throwing device, can be used on a sailboat to lift a victim onboard using
a halyard or Lifesling lifting tackle. On the Grand Banks using the electric davit, the Lifesling easily
raised a victim enough to make it over the high freeboard of this boat. On the Fortier, which lacked a
means of attaching lifting tackle, using this gear was not possible. How innovative to use the flexible
noodles to lift an individual!
It goes without saying that each boater should never go out alone. Always have someone who can pull
you out if you fall in.
Teresa Campbell
Fleet Medical Officer
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Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...
Glen Beam
Yes!
Baseball is back, and it’s happening at Herb’s Tavern. Herb’s is in
downtown Friday Harbor, an easy ride in your dinghy, or yacht, if you
don’t own a dinghy.
Herb’s is probably one of the most well-known pubs on Puget Sound.
It’s been there forever, and it’s really better than ever.
They have cleaned it up quite a bit. They have removed most of the bras
and panties off the ceiling; moreover, you don’t have to stand in
unknown liquid substances while using the restroom.
I recommend the Cow Dipper Burger with sweet potato fries and a
Coor’s Light or two. Go Ms!
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Clubhouse Clean-up and Shakedown Cruise

April 6th-7th

Opening Day

May 4th

SYC Picnic on Swinomish Channel

May 18th

Steak Fry and Golf Tournament

June 14th-16th

La Conner 4th of July Parade & Dock Party

July 4th

Wine & Stein

July 19th-21st

*Note—Crab Fest at Roche Harbor August 23rd-25th. If you will be attending please plan early and call Roche

Harbor for reservations at 800-586-3590 and let them know you are SYC. More to details to follow in the coming
months.

Event Planning - Helpful Hints and Resources:
•
•
•
•

•
•

Review past Channel Markers for inspiration on your event
Provide event information/flyer to the Newsletter Director at least month prior to event
Send email to the club about your event at least month prior
If the event requires reservations at the marina, the hosts should send out a mass email to
club asking for RSVP’s at least 3 weeks prior to event
At least 1 week prior to event, send email out as a reminder and showing those who have
RSVP’d. Also provide slip assignments, if applicable.
Please go to http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/ for
event planning forms. These forms contain information that you may find helpful
when planning.

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen

Steve and Cheryl Stinson
Ship’s Store Managers

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

