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 Events 

Feb 23 Family Fun Night 

Mar 2 New Membership Breakfast 

Mar 2 Spring General Membership  

Mar 15-17 Bowling Extravaganza 

Mar 23 Fidalgo Yacht Club Social 

Mar 30 Cypress Head 

Apr 6-7 
Clubhouse Cleanup & Shake-

down Cruise 

May 4 Opening Day 

Jun 14-16 Steak Fry & Golf Tournament 

July 4 
La Conner 4th of July Parade & 

Dock Potluck 

Jul 12-14 Wine and Stein  

Aug 9-11 Sucia Run 

Aug 23-

25 
Crabfest 

Sep 14 Past Commodores’ Salmon BBQ 

Sep 20-

22 
Oyster Run 

Oct 19 Oktoberfest/Halloween 

Nov 2 
Fall General Membership  

Meeting 

Dec 1 Reindeer Romp 

Dec 6 Christmas Decorating Party 

Dec 7 Lighted Christmas Boat Parade 
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Is anyone thinking “Spring”? And along with that 
question, anyone thinking “Boating”? Because we 
sure are. Rebecca and I were not able to do much 
boating last summer and this year we hope to make 
that up. In February, when we had our annual service 
done on our boat engines, our service tech called me 
to tell me that we only put 41 hours on our boat last 
year. Not really surprised at that, but still very  
disappointing. Between extra work and medical      
issues, our boating suffered. Well, not this year! (at 
least we hope so). We plan to be out on our boat as much as we can this  
summer, enjoying SYC events and doing some adventuring on our own. 
 
Memorial Day weekend, is just a few weeks away. For us, this weekend, at 
the end of May, is always considered the “real” beginning of spring / summer 
for boating. I know many of you have your favorite place to go on Memorial 
Day weekend. Some go to Roche or Friday Harbor. I know Stuart Island is 
poplar, along with Deer Harbor or Rosario Resort. Our plans this year are to 
anchor out in Garrison Bay with some other SYC boaters. If you have not 
made plans yet, you are welcome to join us on hook in Garrison. It is always 
fun to have a group rafted together. 
 
Where ever you go Memorial weekend, I know it always gets that boating  
fever going in all of us. Sunday morning arrives and we all say the same 
thing; can’t we stay out longer on the water? (Well, at least those of us that 
still have to go to work M-F). We have all said this, many times before, we 
are so blessed to live and boat here in the Northwest. The San Juan Islands 
are in the top best places to boat. When Spring and summer turn the corner, 
we rush to our boats to soak in the beauty. No matter what marina, what 
cove, what island you end up in, all we can do is just look around and enjoy 
this great part of the world that God created. Again, we are so blessed. 
 
I thank all of you SYC friends for making our boating experience even better. 
 
Daniel W Irish 
Knot Irish III 
Commodore 



 

 

 

Vice Commodore’s Report ...  

Mitch Ruth 

Page 2 The Channel Marker 

Greetings all! 
  
Well, Opening Day of boating season is finally almost here! While we’re making  
all of our last minute adjustments to our boat decorations and costumes for the  
parade, we’re also planning our SYC Summer boating schedule for the season. 
  
With so many events, how does one pick and choose which ones? Simple! Do  
them all! Which is exactly what we’ve planned for. From the Beam’s Dinghy  
Picnic on the Swinomish Channel, The Steak Fry at Lopez Island, The La Conner  
4th of July Parade, The Wine and Stein in Cap Sante, the Sucia run and the  
Crab fest in Roche Harbor, we plan to attend them all. Seriously, how could one not  
go to all of these? Our members put on the greatest events and we always have so much fun! Yes, I 
know, we missed a few last year with major mechanical issues on the old boat. Thankfully, with the 
new boat, those issues are well behind us. 
  
Beyond the scheduled SYC events, we plan to have the boat out at every opportunity. In fact, this   
being Jill’s birthday month, she has asked for a little 5-7 day “no-schedule” jaunt around the San 
Juan’s. On the list is Rosario’s, Blakely Island, Friday Harbor, Deer Harbor, Roche Harbor, maybe 
Sucia, and at least a day or two on the hook or a on buoy somewhere. This mini-vacation is really a 
shake down for a trip to Canadian waters we are trying to also finalize plans for this summer with 
some other club members that we’re really looking forward to. This will help clean out the cob webs 
on the new boat, test all the systems under full loads and hopefully prevent too many surprises north 
of the border as we hunt for the warm waters we’ve heard so much about. 
  
I strongly encourage everyone to attend as many of the SYC events as is possible. There’s no better 
group of boaters out there than the SYC family! The events are absolutely fabulous, at great locations, 
with incredible people having tons of fun! Besides, boating with friends is always more fun than  
boating by yourself. 
  
As an aside; I also encourage people, if you might be looking for company on your next outing, to 
share your plans with the club members through the member group email. You just might find a boat 
or two that would love to tag along or meet you somewhere. I know that we’re always looking for a 
“reason” to fire up the boat and head out somewhere.   
  
We look forward to seeing all of you soon! 
  
  
Mitch Ruth 
Vice Commodore 
"Paradiso" 



 

Hi Gang, 
Its spring-cleaning time! Time to clean that winter  
layer off the boat. Getting ready for the Opening Day 
Parade and thinking ahead to the season in front of us. 
We have lots of plans, but not a lot of time, seems it 
goes so quickly. 
 
I want to take a minute to thank everyone who came to 
Clubhouse Cleanup. Everyone did a great job pulling 
together and jumping right in and getting it done. We 
accomplished a lot in a short time. Unfortunately, we didn’t make it to Coronet 
Bay due to weather, but we all had a great lunch together and had fun anyway. 
Thanks again for the hard work. 
 
Coming up soon after Opening Day is the Steak Fry at Lopez Island Fisherman’s 
Bay. The hosts for the event are Jeff and Jeannie Saether, Don Townsend and  
Felicia and I. It will be on June 14-16. Looking forward to seeing all of you out 
there and bring your golf game. I know I will be looking for a second chance at 
that backhoe to nail, or was it the maintenance shed roof? Well I might not be too 
good at golf, but it’s still a lot of fun. 
 
We will have an auction as usual to help the club out. The baskets of things you 
guys bring are always fun and very appreciated. 
 
There will be appetizers on the dock Friday night, breakfast Saturday and Sunday 
morning and don’t forget your steak for Saturday night with potluck sides. 
 
As you all know, getting in or out of Fisherman’s Bay can be a challenge do to 
tides. Friday June 14 th low tide is -.6ft at 9:46am and Sunday June 16 th low tide 
is -1.64ft at 10:54am. 
 
Can’t wait to see you all there, no excuses it will be lots of fun so don’t miss it. 
 
Pep 
Rear Commodore 
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Welcome to our Newest 

Members 
Ted and Pam Georgeson 

Ron Kasel and Ruth Hunter 

Greg and Brenda Lenke 

Ted and Jan Robertson 

Joe Velasquez 

Wesley Brandt 

A good reminder as we start venturing out on water this summer are the federal regulations to protect 

killer whales. This applies to all motorized and non-motorized vessels. For more information on these 

regulations please visit:  http://www.bewhalewise.org/ 

The Laws 
Regulations of Canada, the U.S., and Washington State 
prohibit the harassment and disturbance of killer whales 
and other marine mammals. Many species are listed as 
threatened or endangered and therefore are subject to 
additional protections under the Endangered Species Act 
(U.S.) and the Species at Risk Act (Canada). 

In Washington State, it is  
unlawful to: 
• Approach within 200 yards of killer whales while on 

board a vessel. 

• Intercept a killer whale by allowing a vessel or other 
craft in the path and within 200 yards of a killer 
whale. 

• Fail to disengage a vessel's transmission immediately 
when within 200 yards of a killer whale. 

• Harass any marine mammal. 

http://www.bewhalewise.org/
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Join the Swinomish Yacht Club in the  La Conner 4th of July Parade 

When: July 4th at 12:00pm 

9:00 am—Decorating  of float to begin at the club house 

11:00 am—Parade Staging 

12:00 pm—Parade Starts 

   Beer garden, bands,  and fireworks to follow, sponsored  

   by the  town of  La Conner and the Port of Skagit. 

   There will be appetizers right after the parade on the guest 

   dock.  

   More details to follow. Please contact Elizabeth Sjostrom  

   with questions. 
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SWINOMISH 

YACHT CLUB’S ANNUAL CRAB FEST 

 

ROCHE HARBOR MARINA 

AUGUST 23-25, 2019 

Hosts: Guy & Aileen Cruise / Bob & Cindy Davisson 

 

Friday: 5pm BYOB &amp; potluck appy’s at the dock 

Saturday: 8am coffee &amp; eye openers / 6pm CRAB potluck of main 

dishes to share. Dessert will be provided. 

Sunday: 8am coffee & eye openers 

 

We are hoping for more than 15 boats to get the party barge 

which is reserved for now. Woo Hoo! We can do that! More 

fun details coming soon! 

 

PLEASE RSVP by August 1 to hold your slip: 

cdavisson@carlsonwagonlit.com 
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Bayliner Rendezvous at Roche Harbor 

The date is Friday May 31 & Sat. June 1st.  If you want to come early 
Kevin is giving us a free day on Wednesday, May 29th. 
Friday night potluck on the party barge.  Hospitality night! 
Saturday lunch will be served to all at 1:00 on the party barge.  Games 
and raffles will be on that day! 
Please bring 2 wrapped gifts, one for a male and one for a female, for the games. 
To make a reservation please email bev2847@aol.com or call Ron or Bev Leslie at  
253-863-1946.  We will need your name - boat name, boat length and arrival day. 
  
Get your reservations soon, space is limited. 

August 3rd 

The La Conner Chamber of Commerce is gearing up for the La Conner Classic Car and Boat Show 
and is 
looking for someone to chair the boat portion of the event. 
 
Below is a general overview of the Boat Lead position 
  

• Help recruit boats to attend the Classic (also find someone to act as Committee Boat, to answer 
questions on the dock the day of the event) 

• Recruit a “judge” for the day 

• *Plan a meet up or welcome picnic / this is an optional event that we used to do each year 

• Help the event committee leading up to the event with packet preparation 

• Event weekend – distribute packets, collect money if need be from those that pre-registered. Act 
as liason w/ Heather and the Boat judge 

• Correspond with Heather throughout the planning process re: attendees and any other issues 
that may arise 

  
Please contact Heather Carter at director@laconnerchamber.com or 425-417-3720 for more infor-

mation. 

 
 
 
 

LACONNER YACHT SALES 
Thinking of selling your powerboat?  LaConner Yacht 
Sales is busy with buyers and would like to talk with you 
about listing your vessel.   
Give us a call or stop by the office located in the  
LaConner Marina. 360-466-3300.   
 
 Art, Marcie and Tony 

mailto:bev2847@aol.com
mailto:director@laconnerchamber.com
tel:360-466-3300
http://www.laconneryachtsales.com/
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Marina Happenings 

Channel Dredge: Corps of Engineers dredged several areas from Goat Island up to Padilla Bay this past fall to 

 -12’ mean low depth. 

 

Dredge: The dredge is complete…for now. Thank you, south basin tenants, for your patience! North Basin dredg-

ing begins late summer and will finish up late January or early February 2020. The schedule is subject to change. 

We’ll keep you  

posted. 

 

Anacortes Boat Show 

New this year: La Conner Marina will have a booth at 2 nd annual Anacortes boat show. If you didn’t make it to 

the Seattle boat show, you can check out this one May 16-19, 2019. Stop by our booth and say hi. 

 

Summer Hours 

We are already gearing up for our summer season! Our summer office hours begin Memorial Day weekend, when 

we’ll be open 7 days per week, 8:00a. - 5:00p. 

 

Seasonal Staff 

We’re looking for stellar dockhands for the season. Must be 18. If you know of anyone who needs a summer 

job, please have them contact us. 360-466-3118 or harbormaster@portofskagit.com. 

SYC Members - Just a reminder – If you are a current marina tenant and you sponsor a new member to SYC, 

who is also a marina tenant, you can both get a $150 credit to your moorage accounts. 

By Darla Pyke 

Harbormaster 

La Conner Marina 
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Event Planning - Helpful Hints and Resources: 

• Review past Channel Markers for inspiration on your event 

• Provide event information/flyer to the Newsletter Director at least month prior to event 

• Send email to the club about your event at least month prior 

• If the event requires reservations at the marina, the hosts should send out a mass email to 
club asking for RSVP’s at least 3 weeks prior to event 

• At least 1 week prior to event, send email out as a reminder and showing those who have 
RSVP’d.  Also provide slip assignments, if applicable. 

• Please go to http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/ for event planning 

forms. These forms contain information that you may find helpful when planning. 
 

Opening Day May 4th 

SYC Picnic on Swinomish Channel May 18th 

Steak Fry and Golf Tournament June 14th-16th 

La Conner 4th of July Parade & Potluck July 4th 

Wine and Stein July 19th –21st 

Survivor Sucia* Aug. 9th-11th 

* Note: Survivor Sucia preparations for the games are getting under way. It’s going to be another fun activity 

to do for all ages, so start planning to attend Sucia Survivor August 9th-10th. We start the games playing Flip 

Cup. (Beer or Water) will be provided. Stay tuned for further details as the date gets closer.  



P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swi nomi sh  Yach t  

Cl ub   

 
Steve and Cheryl Stinson 

Ship’s Store Managers 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here! 

http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 

 

Website Administrator:  Felicia Lowe  

Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen 

 

 


