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July, another one of the months I have come to 
anticipate each year. This is the month that crabbing 
season opens. Dungeness crab, there is none better! 
Tender, sweet and full of wonderful flavor. Having it 
fresh, right out of the water, is the best. Have I made 
your desire for fresh crab stand at attention? One 
more reason why we can say, “we are blessed to live 
in the Northwest”. 
 
Our crab routine each season is to eat as much fresh crab as we can, the day it 
is caught (which is about 1, maybe 1-1/2 crab – not much, it is amazing  how 
filling it is). Then what is left, the next day, we crack it all so Rebecca can make 
her wonderful crab cakes for dinner. 
 
One of my brothers showed me another way to enjoy the fresh crab for a longer 
period. You start with enjoying all you can eat on catch day, then crack all the 
remaining crab, leaving it in large bowl in the refrigerator. Now it is ready, to 
enjoy some fresh crab all though the day. Morning is crab omelets. Lunch is 
crab &amp; cheese sandwiches. Dinner is crab cocktails and /or crab topping 
on your steak. Then the next day you start all over again until the crab is gone. 
What a way to live! 
 
Keeping with the crab theme, let’s all look forward to our newest, “on the 
water” event, coming up at the end of August. The Crab Fest, August 23rd—
25th at Roche Harbor. This event is hosted by Guy & Aileen Cruise and Bob & 
Cindy Davisson. You talk about a crab eating contest? This is a crab heaven 
kind of event. Make sure you plan to have some fresh Dungeness crab  
available, because on Saturday night, we are all asked to bring our favorite 
crab dish to share. I’m getting excited just thinking about it, because I  
remember last year, the table was covered with crab delight – crab, crab and 
more crab! 
 
Please plan to attend this one. We do need you to RSVP soon, to Cindy  
Davisson, for your moorage. She will need to turn in our list of moorages to 
Roche Harbor 2 weeks before the event and we need at least 15 boats so we can 
use their “party floats” for that weekend. We can do that, don’t’ delay, contact 
Cindy today. More info on this event can be found further on in this  
newsletter. 
 
Well, I think I have talked about crab enough for now. You have to be  
anticipating fresh crab after reading this article. I hope so. See you all out on 
the water. 
Thanks, 
Daniel W Irish 
Knot Irish III 
Commodore 
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Greetings! 
  
This month I’d like to go over an upcoming event; Sucia Island Marine State Park 
 August 9th, 10th and 11th. Definitely one of our favorite events! For those new  
members who haven’t been there before, it is a pretty special place and you are in  
for a real treat! 
  
Sucia Island is located 2.5 miles north of Orcas Island in the San Juan Islands, 
just shy of Canadian waters. It is the largest of an archipelago of ten islands that  
includes Sucia Island, Little Sucia, Ewing, Justice, Herndon, the Cluster Islands 
 islets and several smaller, unnamed islands. Sucia island is “primitive” and may only be reached by  
private, water  boattaxi or by air. Part of the “primitive” nature of the island is the abundance of fossils 
that can be found on, or just under the surface on the island. The island is being purposely kept  
primitive to reduce overall disruption to the area and provide people with the opportunity to experience 
this very natural setting. The island is an extremely popular destination for hikers, backpack campers 
and kayakers who commonly come by water taxi for the day or tent camp on the island. For those boats 
not tying up to the dock, the bay is fairly shallow and typically calm weather in August, resulting in an 
easy time on the hook. As an aside; this island is so popular that there are zero dock reservations and 
the gazebo/shelter reservation has to be made a year in advance! 
  
Sucia has no “services”; fuel, food, power, pump out, garbage, etc., etc.. Dock space is limited. Dock 
space is first come-first serve. But we will ensure everyone has a place by rafting to other club members; 
bigger boats on the dock, with smaller boats on the outside. Please bring plenty of fenders and line and 
expect the possibility of boats on each side; swim steps will become our ”side-walks”. While the island 
has limited services, it does boast several “composting” toilets if you prefer using the shore facilities  
rather than your boat.  (There is a hose connection on the shore and by connecting a few hoses, yes, we 
can refill our fresh water tanks in a pinch.) 
  
A rough outline of the event; 
The event is being hosted by Ed and Lindee Brooks, who are handling the games ( oh yes, we will be 
competing for prizes and Mitch and Jill Ruth. Jill and I will be handling the food and beverage side of 
the event. Jill and I plan on arriving Thursday to start preparing for club arrivals at the dock.  
 
Friday late afternoon we will have appetizers, beverages and fellowship dock side; 
Saturday morning dockside; coffee, breakfast and eye openers. 
 
Saturday afternoon the Sucia fun and games begin! You are in for a treat here! The games/events are a 
secret for now…. 
 
Saturday late afternoon will be a BBQ / pot luck ( in the covered gazebo), followed by a camp fire. ** If 
you play an instrument, please bring it!** Glen, that means bring your bongo’s! 
 
Sunday morning, coffee, fruit, eye openers 
  
More details about the event will be forthcoming as we get closer to the event and we begin asking for 
RSVP’s. 
  
In short, I urge everyone to please attend, particularly the new me! It is a great event, in a beautiful 

setting and everyone always has such a great time! 
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...  

Pep Lowe 

Hi Guys, 

Summer is finally upon us and I’m writing this article as  

we are on a 2 week road trip. We are heading to Colorado  

to visit Felicia’s folks. The first night we stayed at a place 

called Goose lake Idaho way up in the mountains in the 

 snow. I even made a snowman buddy to share a beer  

with. The next day we happened across the Bonneville  

Salt Flats, we weren’t sure if we should drive on the salt  

or not but after getting there we found the salt flats were under about a foot of  

water. The next couple days were spent in Moab Utah and since we were in our 

Jeep wrangler we had to try out a couple of jeep trails, what an amazing place. We 

plan to see Yellowstone Park on our way home. 

 

We will get home in time for the July 4 th celebration as I don’t like to miss any 

event with the club. I hope to see lots of you there. As many of you know we have 

been planning a boat trip up to Desolation Sound with several of our friends from 

the club. It was important to us to plan the trip without missing any of the 

planned club events. I guess I just can’t get enough of you guys. I hope 2 weeks is 

enough time to enjoy the area before the trip back home. Our friends Mike and 

Bev are already up there and we have been getting some amazing photos of their 

trip. We have received a wealth of information from many of you including were 

to cross the Georgia Straight, were to get supplies and were to go once we get up 

there. I can’t thank you guys enough for helping us plan our trip. There is a lot 

that goes into planning and information from those that have been there before is 

priceless. We are a little nervous about the weather as we have been plagued by 

the wind everywhere we go on our road trip. It seems to be following us. Maybe 

we can lose it in the mountains on the way home. The last thing we need following 

us up north across the Georgia Straight is a bunch of wind. We plan to get back in 

time for the Sucia event in August as that is one not to miss. 

 

I can’t believe it’s almost July, I hope you guys are getting a lot of boating in 

before the season ends. See you on the water. 

 

Pep 

Rear Commodore 
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Welcome to our Newest 

Members 
Mike and Lisa Ballatore 

Greg and Brenda Lenke 

Steve and Crystal Swigert 

Aaron and Shelly Jensen 
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Join the Swinomish Yacht Club in the  La Conner 4th of July Parade 

When: July 4th at 12:00pm 

9:00 am—Decorating  of float to begin at the club house at 9:30ish 

11:00 am—Parade Staging 

12:00 pm—Parade Starts 

   Beer garden, bands,  and fireworks to follow, sponsored  

   by the  town of  La Conner and the Port of Skagit. 

   There will be appetizers right after the parade on the guest 

   dock. Please bring one to share. 

   More details to follow. Please contact Elizabeth Sjostrom  

   with questions. 

 



 

 
 

Join SYC at Cap Sante Marina in  

Anacortes Friday and Saturday, July 19 & 20 for the 

annual Wine & Stein event.  

 

FRIDAY, July 19th: 

The plan is to meet at the floating tents at 5 p.m.  Bring your favorite WINE 

(to share with all) and cheese appetizers. There is a free concert that night 

at  Seafarers Park, near the fuel dock, from 6-8 p.m. Some may want to 

dinghy over. 

 

SATURDAY, July 20th:          

A continental breakfast and eye-openers at 8 a.m.  There is also the popular  

Saturday Market as well as Shipwreck Day, not far from the marina. 

 

Happy Hour will start at 5 p.m.  Bring your favorite BEERs to the 

party barge to enjoy and share with other.  Brats and fixins will be 

provided by SYC.  Please bring a side dish or dessert.  

 

There will be a raffle and auction following dinner.  If you’d like to 

contribute, art or craft projects, gift baskets or that great item you just 

bought at ship wreck days are great to auction off. Or maybe used boat 

equipment. Or, just come and enjoy! 

 

          Please email or call Dan Irish for your slip assignment (space is limited).  

          (360) 708-8539 or Amy Roosa at (206) 406-4336 for any questions. 
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Wine –n– Stein 

Cap Sante Marina 

July 19-21  
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SWINOMISH 

YACHT CLUB’S ANNUAL CRAB FEST 

 

ROCHE HARBOR MARINA 

AUGUST 23-25, 2019 

Hosts: Guy & Aileen Cruise / Bob & Cindy Davisson 

 

Friday: 5pm BYOB &amp; potluck appy’s at the dock 

Saturday: 8am coffee & eye openers / 6pm CRAB potluck of main 

dishes to share. Dessert will be provided. 

Sunday: 8am coffee & eye openers 

 

We are hoping for more than 15 boats to get the party barge 

which is reserved for now. Woo Hoo! We can do that! More 

fun details coming soon! 

PLEASE RSVP by August 1 to hold your slip: 

cdavisson@carlsonwagonlit.com 

*****If you made previous reservations with the marina directly, please let Cindy know the 

specifics.   I will add to the full count with our SYC group”****** 
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Boats, Bars, and Baseball ...  

Glen Beam 

The Skagit River — it’s the river that keeps on giving! 

 

Believe it or not, there’s yet another great bar a little further up the 

 Skagit from Lyman. It’s located right at Howard Miller  

Steelhead Park, with a great boat launch where you can tie up 

 your dinghy. You’re going to love it! 

 

It’s the perfect red-neck bar, made of fine brown-painted cinder blocks. It sports an old large-

screen, projection-type TV, with the Mariners on, all located in a dark, dusty corner on a wooden 

stage that once hosted karaoke somewhere in the distance past. Add five or six locals and a  

tattooed barmaid named Bev, Coors Light, and you’re in some kind of heaven. 

 

It’s a long run in the dinghy, so you may want to bring plenty of fuel and a sleeping bag to lay 

over at the park for the night.  An extra prop might not hurt, either. 

 

One of my favorite bars so far. Boating rarely gets better than this!   



 

 

Marina Happenings 

Summer Hours 

We are already gearing up for our summer season! Our summer office hours begin Memorial Day weekend, when we’ll 

be open 7 days per week, 8:00a. - 5:00p. 

SYC Members - Just a reminder – If you are a current marina tenant and you sponsor a new member to SYC, 

who is also a marina tenant, you can both get a $150 credit to your moorage accounts. 
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The La Conner Chamber of Commerce is gearing up for the La Conner Classic Car and Boat Show 

and is looking for someone to chair the boat portion of the event. 

Below is a general overview of the Boat Lead position:  

• Help recruit boats to attend the Classic (also find someone to act as Committee Boat, to answer 

questions on the dock the day of the event) 

• Recruit a “judge” for the day 

• *Plan a meet up or welcome picnic / this is an optional event that we used to do each year 

• Help the event committee leading up to the event with packet preparation 

• Event weekend – distribute packets, collect money if need be from those that pre-registered. Act 

as liason w/ Heather and the Boat judge 

• Correspond with Heather throughout the planning process re: attendees and any other issues 

that may arise 

  

Please contact Heather Carter at  

director@laconnerchamber.com or 425-417-3720 

for more  

information. 

August 3rd 

 

 

LACONNER YACHT SALES 

Thinking of selling your powerboat?  LaConner Yacht 

Sales is busy with buyers and would like to talk with you 

about listing your vessel.   

Give us a call or stop by the office located in the  

LaConner Marina. 360-466-3300.   

mailto:director@laconnerchamber.com
tel:360-466-3300
http://www.laconneryachtsales.com/
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Event Planning - Helpful Hints and Resources: 

• Review past Channel Markers for inspiration on your event 

• Provide event information/flyer to the Newsletter Director at least month prior to event 

• Send email to the club about your event at least month prior 

• If the event requires reservations at the marina, the hosts should send out a mass email to 
club asking for RSVP’s at least 3 weeks prior to event 

• At least 1 week prior to event, send email out as a reminder and showing those who have 
RSVP’d.  Also provide slip assignments, if applicable. 

• Please go to http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/ for event planning 

forms. These forms contain information that you may find helpful when planning. 
 

La Conner 4th of July Parade & Potluck July 4th 

Wine and Stein July 19th –21st 

Survivor Sucia* Aug. 9th-11th 

CrabFest at Roche Harbor Aug. 23rd-25th 

Past Commodore’s BBQ Sept. 14th 

Oyster Run Sept 20th—22nd 

* Note: Survivor Sucia preparations for the games are getting under way. It’s going to be another fun activity 

to do for all ages, so start planning to attend Sucia Survivor August 9th-10th. We start the games playing Flip 

Cup. (Beer or Water) will be provided. Stay tuned for further details as the date gets closer.  



P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swi nomi sh  Yach t  

Cl ub   

 
Steve and Cheryl Stinson 

Ship’s Store Managers 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here! 

http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 

 

Website Administrator:  Felicia Lowe  

Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen 

 

 


