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Well, here we are at the end of my Commodore year.
Rear Commodore – gone, Vice Commodore – gone,
now this year – gone. It really is amazing how fast
time passes.
As I move into the past commodore position next
month, I believe a bit of reflecting is in order. Even
though I am ready for a bit of a break and yes, there
were a few difficult moments, I have to say, with all
honesty, there is a bit of sadness seeing this year come to an end. Without any
doubt, it has been a real pleasure to serve all of you as Commodore. It was fun
and full of rewards. I did not look at this as some high position. I looked at it
as a position of service. How I could serve you the members, so your time as a
SYC club member would be as fun and exciting as possible. My hope is that
everyone feels it was a successful year.
I thank all the members that stepped up to host our events for 2019. All the
events were well attended and a lot of fun for everyone. I would like to reflect
on each individual, but that would be too much detail. It will have to suffice to
say that all of the events, on the water or at the clubhouse, were a great
success. Everyone out did themselves with food, fun and a way to raise money
for our roof replacement. Thank you all again for your hard work.
This year was not a success just because of one person. It takes many hands to
make light work. I want to thank Mike Sisk for his help and guidance. I
appreciate his time on many occasions, where I needed some direction. It was
also a pleasure serving alongside Mitch Ruth as Vice Commodore and Pep
Lowe as Rear Commodore. I think the club is in good hands as these two move
up the chairs. Also adding Cryss Toycen as Rear Commodore in 2020, will add
to a great year as well.
We have a great group of board members & directors that work very hard in
service for the club as well. It was wonderful to work with all of these people.
No one complained and was willing to jump in to do what ever needed to be
done. I thank all of them all for their hard work over this last year.

Once again, thank you all for this privilege to serve as the Swinomish Yacht
Club Commodore. And thank you for all your patience extended to me for any
mistakes / blunders that were made. It truly has been a joy and pleasure. Now
I look forward to many more years boating with our great friends here at SYC
as Past Commodore.
Daniel W Irish
Knot Irish III
Commodore
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Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Mitch Ruth
Greetings!
First, I would like to touch on the Fall Membership meeting, which always seems
like one of the more highly attended meetings. There is so much information to
share at this event; maintenance, repairs, next year’s budget, election of new
board members, 2020 SYC events and more.
One of my favorite announcements of this meeting is the Boating Family of the
Year. This very prestigious and coveted award is bestowed on members who
epitomize what it means to be an SYC member. From their attendance at events, the depth and breadth of
their participation in all things SYC, their selfless helpfulness to other members and the fine examples
they provide to other club members, prospective members and how they portray the SYC to the boating
world in general. If you don’t know, we are so very fortunate to have many members who were rightly in
the running. The final evaluation must have been tough; it would have been for me. This year’s honorees
are Jeff and Jeanne Saether. Please join me in congratulating these wonderful and most deserving
members!
As I look ahead to next year as Commodore, I am feeling very honored and humbled to serve the membership in this role. I have some pretty big shoes to fill. Fortunately, we have an absolutely fabulous group of
officers and board members who are firmly committed to the SYC and its membership. I would like to
welcome long time member Cryss Toycen to her journey through the chairs beginning as Rear Commodore! I believe this will be a first for the SYC, where both a husband (Jeff Toycen) and wife will have
served the SYC this way.
As most know, the club has been raising and setting aside funds for a new roof on the clubhouse which
will be completed in two phases; the bar and kitchen, and then the social hall.
Also, on the radar is the remodel and updating of the interior of the bar, refinishing the dance floor,
carpeting and re-upholstering the chairs. Another special project that I would like to see us accomplish is
the replacement of our aging and finicky stoves/ovens in the kitchen. While we will all benefit in our use
and enjoyment of the facility from these updates, these improvements will increase how desirable the
clubhouse is as a rental and the fees we are able to charge for the rentals. With increased desirability
comes our ability to pick and choose renters, rather than continuing with what has become a diminishing
list of rental requests.
While these repairs and updating will not be cheap, we must also realize that the rentals not only pay for
the clubhouse and the maintenance, the rental income very effectively subsidizes (reduces) the need to
have more frequent or expensive dues increases for our members. And yes, we have one of the lowest
membership costs. We intend to keep it that way by continuing with good stewardship of club resources.

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page:

In closing, I am very much looking forward to another great year for the SYC! We have many great events
planned and our membership is growing exponentially. As these numbers continue to grow, so does our
ability to sponsor/host additional events, classes and training for our members and others. If there is an
idea for an event that you have, please bring it forward! I want to particularly encourage the new(er)
members to look at our 2020 event calendar and seriously consider hosting/co-hosting an event. Looking
back when Jill and I were new to the club, I must say that hosting events did seem a little scary and kind of
overwhelming. Now, I can say with all honesty, that we are so glad that we did and have no regrets whatsoever! So, think about hosting events. Bring your new event ideas.
Remember, we are the best advertising for the SYC for other boaters. Let’s show them what we’re about,
how much fun we have, and why they should want to be part of the SYC adventure!
Mitch Ruth
Vice Commodore
“Paradiso”
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Pep Lowe
Hi Guys,
Wow this year went by fast, I’m sitting here at
Anacortes on Thanksgiving weekend reflecting back on
the year’s events. It’s been a lot of fun with all the
events which I’m glad to say we have not missed even
one event, even with our 3 week trip up at Desolation
Sound. We had a great road trip to Colorado in June
which included Yellowstone, that was a lot of fun, lots
of sights to see. But I’ll have to admit going up to
Desolation Sound was more to my liking, especially going with 4 other boats
from the yacht club. Places are fun to explore but when you get to do them
with your friends it just becomes something more special.
On Thanksgiving, we all shared what was one thing we were thankful for, it was
unanimous, we were all thankful for the friends we have in the yacht club and
how the club has enriched our lives. I don’t want to get too mushy, but it’s true
we were looking for a club to join so we would have likeminded people to boat
with, but what we ended up with is a huge group of lifelong friends to
experience a lot of fun boating and more.
This year has been an honor flying the blue burgee for family of the year,
although it looks like we are always looking for a parade with all the burgees on
the bow. I do have one more parade to lead coming up in the Lighted Boat
Parade, looking forward to seeing everyone.
If you have been to an event I’m sure you’ve see us there as we don’t like to miss
any, but I have noticed looking through the year book to familiarize myself with
faces and names and realize we have a lot of people not making it to the events,
and all I can say is your missing out on a lot of fun with a great group of people.

Brent Malone
Dockmaster

Hope to see some new faces out there, we’ll see you at the parade.

Phil Fusselman
Reciprocity

Pep
Rear Commodore
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SYC CHRISTMAS PARADE
Our annual Lighted Christmas Parade will be on December 7th
Mark your calendars - get your lights out and let’s decorate those boats!
We will be having awards for the best decorated boats and the best holiday outfit
and yes that includes ugly Christmas sweaters
The theme this year will be Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
Santa will be joining us this year, so make sure you bring your kids or grandkids!

5:00pm—Captains’ Meeting—Clubhouse (mandatory to participate in the parade)
6:00pm—Parade Time—Swinomish Channel

BOAT DECORATING ON THE GUEST DOCK
The festivities in the clubhouse start after the parade. As in past years, we have a
clubhouse full of people. That means we will have a lot of mouths to feed.
Last Names begin with: A-F- Side Dishes
Last Names begin with: G-P & Board members– Soups, Stews, Chowders or Chili
Last Names begin with: Q-Z Desserts
We would love to have help in decorating the clubhouse. We will start decorating Friday
Dec 6th around noon. We will probably need to continue decorating on Saturday
morning as well.
Hosted by Pep & Felicia Lowe
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Christmas Quilt Raffle
Imagine yourself wrapping up in this for the holidays?!
You have an opportunity to do just that by purchasing
raffle tickets at the Christmas Boat Parade on
December 7 th . Proceeds from all of the event
fundraisers go directly to the roof replacement fund.
Please support your club and buy lots of tickets. It will
also improve your chances of winning!
Handmade by the talented Cryss Toycen
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2020 Boating Family of the Year

Page 7

The Channel Marker

Fall Membership Meeting

Page 8

The Channel Marker

Reindeer Romp

Page 9

The Channel Marker

Page 10

Welcome to our Newest
Members
Craig & Michele Gardner

SYC Food Drive
With the holidays fast approaching the La Conner Food Bank
could use our help. Cash contributions are the best but
nonperishable are always accepted.
Food Donation Ideas—General food items

•

Beef stew, chili and similar meals with low salt, sugar and saturated fats

•

Canned fruit, especially with low sugar (but not artificial sweeteners)

•

Canned fish or meat

•

Peanut butter (plastic jars are preferred)

•

Canned vegetables (low sodium)

•

Brown rice

•

Whole grain pastas

•

Canned tomato sauces

•

Shelf-stable milk
You can bring your donations to the Christmas Decorating Party or the Lighted Boat Parade
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SYC Members - Just a reminder
– If you are a current marina tenant and you sponsor a new member to SYC, who is also a marina tenant, you can both
get a $150 credit to your moorage accounts.
- Use of Reciprocal Dock:
 Peak Season 1 night per visit, 1 visit per month. Electricity is $5.00 per night
 Off-Season 2 nights per visit, 2 visits per month. Electricity is $5.00 per night.
See membership book for further details.

2020 Yearbook/Directory
We are starting to put together the 2020 Yearbook/Directory of the Swinomish Yacht Club Membership. If you have any
address, phone number, boat name, email address or other changes please email them to
Webadmin@Swinomishyachtclub.org.
Additionally, if you would like to change your photo or if you are a new member and didn’t include a photo when you
joined up, that can be emailed to Webadmin@Swinomishyachtclub.org as well. Photos should be in a vertical format. As
much as we all love our boats, please send photo of you/yourselves .
Thank you!!

Some members have expressed an interest in creating a SYC
cookbook. AND WHY NOT? We’ve eaten some very amazing
food at SYC events.
What makes this cookbook unique and versatile is the shorter
3 ring binder that will hold the recipes. So new recipes can be
added any time. Protective sleeves will be provided (I know I
need them!).
So, tell us Wendy, where can we send our recipes or any
helpful cooking info? You can email me at
rwbmega@msn.com or I can take them at any SYC events. We
have plans to be at Sucia so I’ll bring the sample. Here’s to
many good meals shared with many good friends!!

LACONNER YACHT SALES
Thinking of selling your powerboat? LaConner Yacht
Sales is busy with buyers and would like to talk with
you about listing your vessel.
Give us a call or stop by the office located in the
LaConner Marina. 360-466-3300.
Art, Marcie and Tony

The Channel Marker

Page 12

Event:

Host:

Date:

Christmas Decorating Party

SYC Board

Dec. 6th

Lighted Christmas Boat Parade Pep & Felicia Lowe

Dec. 7th

Commodores Ball

Dan and Rebecca Irish

Jan. 25th 2020

Seattle Boat Show

Port of Skagit

Jan. 25th—Feb. 2nd

Family Fun Night

Mike Sisk & Janine Bombach

Feb. 22nd

* Note: for hosts of yacht club events, if you would like a flyer to be added to the newsletter for your upcoming

event please send to Amy Roosa at amy.roosa@gmail.com at least a month prior to the event. I can assist with
content and design.

Event Planning - Helpful Hints and Resources:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Review past Channel Markers for inspiration on your event
Provide event information/flyer to the Newsletter Director at least month prior to event
Send email to the club about your event at least month prior
If the event requires reservations at the marina, the hosts should send out a mass email to
club asking for RSVP’s at least 3 weeks prior to event
At least 1 week prior to event, send email out as a reminder and showing those who have
RSVP’d. Also provide slip assignments, if applicable.
Please go to http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/ for event planning
forms. These forms contain information that you may find helpful when planning.

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen

Steve and Cheryl Stinson
Ship’s Store Managers

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

