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Commodores Log
Greetings!
I’m not typically at a loss for words. Yet for some reason I am finding it exceedingly
challenging to find the right words to express my feelings about becoming Swinomish
Yacht Club Commodore. When I say how humbled and honored, I am to be allowed this
opportunity to serve in this way, those words somehow lack the weight they were
intended to have when I first thought them. To serve our membership this way, is a
huge privilege. Those who have come before me have set the bar very high and served
the club with honor and distinction. Those others who serve on the board in various
capacities and roles are immensely experienced and qualified to lead as well. I thank all
of you for your faith and trust and will endeavor to perform in the same honored
traditions of the Past Commodores of the SYC.
As we move forward into 2020, we are reminded that the SYC is really two separate entities; the SYC the social
yacht club, and the SYC who owns the clubhouse building and holds the ground lease for the building and the
reciprocal dock with the Port of Skagit. This is somewhat oversimplified, but I’m sure you get my point.
My reason for bringing this up is your board has two overlapping missions; to provide boating centric social and
educational opportunities for its members and the community, and to prudently manage the assets of the club.
One of the most significant reasons that the SYC dues and cost of the many social events has been kept low is
that the SYC leadership has been very frugal in its expenditures and dedicated in raising (and saving) money for
maintenance and improvements of our building. The clubhouse rentals have been a significant source of
revenues for the club.
Well, all of the planning and saving has paid off and we are finally ready to start work on the club house; a roof
on the bar and the social hall, remodeling of the barroom, refinishing the dance floor, new upholstery of the
chairs, repairs to our deck, painting and some badly needed updating to our kitchen appliances. These
improvements will benefit the members through increased enjoyment of our use and will also improve the
quality and desirability of the club house as a rental. These rentals greatly reduce the costs of membership. (As a
brief reminder; the SYC clubhouse is available to our members, for their private events, without charge; some
restrictions do apply.) More on this as we move forward.
Once again, we have a great events calendar! There are a still few events that have openings for hosts. If you have
never hosted and event, but are curious about doing so, please contact me or any board member. We will be
happy to explain how it all works. It can seem a little overwhelming at first, but I assure you that the rewards are
huge and that you will have a great time! If you have ideas for other events, please, please, please… share those
ideas with us! Maybe it’s an event in the club, maybe it’s an away event... maybe an afternoon, a day, an evening
or a weekend? We are looking for educational events too. Get creative! Remember, we are part of a larger
community as well; LaConner… So, any way that we can also benefit this community, we want to hear about it.
Let’s make a positive impact all around us!
We have so much to be proud of and so much to share; our membership, our facility, our history, our shared
knowledge and experience, our community service... to that end I would also ask that every member take it
upon themselves to seek out new members. I challenge everyone to make it a goal to bring friends and family to
events, both in the clubhouse and away... particularly “younger” people who can grow with the club. Let’s seek
out “new” boaters to share our experience and joy of boating with. When we meet people on away events, let’s
introduce ourselves and tell them who we’re with. If they seem to be someone who would “fit”, ask them to
consider joining. They can’t say “YES!” unless we ask.
I hope it goes without saying…if you have questions, comments, criticism, or ideas; call, text or email anytime!
If I don’t know, I’ll get the answer. If I can’t help, I’ll find someone who can!
Thank you ! I am eagerly looking forward to serving the SYC membership in 2020!
Mitch Ruth
Commodore
“Paradiso”
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Vice Commodores Log
Vice Commodore’s Report ...

Happy New Year!
I would like to thank Dan Irish for a great year as Commodore. Let’s all welcome
Mitch Ruth as our new Commodore (party is on Paradiso).
Wow 2019 went by fast, I guess time flies when your having fun. What a year to reflect
on, I hope all of you got out on your boats as much as we did. Although it never seems
enough.
I haven’t seen the pictures of the Lighted Parade yet, but what a turnout. I heard we had 39 boats in the parade I
think that may be a record. It was a little congested in the beginning, but we seemed to get the flow going. At
least no one ran aground and no collisions. It was a little bit difficult leading the parade in the dark, but we
managed to stay out of trouble. I don’t know if we will ever see that many Rudolph’s in one place ever again.
The potluck sure was great with lots of soups and sides. I can’t believe we had enough food for all who attended.
It looked like everyone had a good time. The line to Santa was long at times, but I think everyone got their wishes
in. I saw a lot of new faces and met many people from the community, some that may even join our club. I guess
all the fun is a bit contagious. I was a little nervous that the Fire Marshal would show up and fine us for too many
people, boy what a crowd.
I want to thank everyone who helped decorate the clubhouse and set everything up as well as clean up the next
morning. With Thanksgiving so close to Christmas this season we didn’t have much time getting the clubhouse
decorated, but with all the help we pulled it off.
Now on to a full new year of events to look forward to. Family Fun Night is on Saturday February 22nd (I think I
will remember that day). Mike and Janine will be hosting this one again. We always have a great time at this
event. Its not just for the kids all us adults have fun too. There will be lots of games to play, some will spend the
night and plenty of food to go around. So if you don’t have kids to bring, borrow some or just show up and we will
all have a good time.
So, here’s to a great new year to look forward to.
Cheers!
Pep
Vice Commodore
“Escape”

Rear Commodores Log
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...

My resolution for 2020 … Never isn’t as long as you think it is.
In looking back through the January newsletter articles of the incoming Rear
Commodores, each one said that they would never go through the chairs; my husband,
Jeff, was one of them. I didn’t say that I would never go through the chairs, but I didn’t
really consider it. But now I find myself at the beginning of a new journey, and I am
honored to serve our club in this manner.
Jeff and I joined SYC in 2005. Over the years, both of us have served in many
capacities: Jeff as Port Captain, as Commodore in 2013, and most recently as the membership director. In
those years, I have managed the ship store, been the newsletter editor, and a brief tour as the interim
webmistress, and now it is my turn to go through the chairs.
Each year poses challenges, and each year a great group assembles to steer our club through the stormy seas to
find safe harbors. I look forward to those challenges and to share the joys with this group. There is a wealth of
knowledge within our membership and I am eager to tap into it to keep our club going strong.
We are entering a new decade and a new year of fun on and off the water, to gather with old friends, new ones
and those we have not yet met. The first event of 2020 will be our Commodore’s Ball to install Mitch Ruth as
our new Commodore and I look forward to celebrating his year and to seeing each of you.
Until then I wish you a Happy New Year!
Cryss. Toycen
Down Easy
Rear Commodore
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2020 Commodore’s Ball

“Cabo Nights”
Honoring incoming Commodore
Mitch Ruth
January 25th, 2020
Swinomish Yacht Club

Dress: Semi-Formal / Beach Attire
Social: 6:00pm | Dinner: 7:00pm | Hosted Bar
Dinner catered by :
La Conner Seafood & Prime Rib
Live Band:

Tighty Whities
Reservations Are Required
$45 per person in advance
$50 at the door

Please R.S.V.P. by January 10th to:
Dan Irish @ 206.972.5260
Email: knot.irish@gmail.com
Please send checks made to SYC to:
SYC, P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Christmas Parade Pictures
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What a fantastic Christmas Lighted Parade. We had 39 boats, I believe that is a record! Many pictures
were taken and will be uploaded shortly. Below are a few from the Parade. Enjoy!
For additional pictures please click link below:
http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/2019-event-pictures/
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By Jeff Toycen
I recently attended as a representative for the Swinomish yacht club, the 2019 annual meeting for the

Recreational Boating Association of Washington (RBAW) at the end of November. Now I’m sure many of
you recognize the name or the acronym but wonder what could this organization be about. RBAW does
plenty to represent us as recreational boaters here in Washington. Our current state budget climate leaves
very little money to deal with the issues at hand for recreational boaters. Natural resource agencies scramble
for funds and look to user fees for funding, which points to boaters. When SYC supports RBAW with our $20
per family contribution, it provides the financial assistance that RBAW needs to achieve the points of
interest for recreational boating. It is our goal at (SYC) to have 100% member participation in donating to
RBAW.
Priorities for 2020 include:
• Supporting the enhancement of the derelict vessel program by increasing the state’s funding and
increase pressure on commercial operators as they are the biggest cost if they go derelict.
• In response to 4 paddle boarder deaths in 2019, the legislature is looking to pass legislation to mandate
the use of life jackets, at all times, on all forms of watercraft regardless of size or types of power. RBAW
is looking prevent the legislature’s desire to pass this type of to just “do something”.
• RBAW is working to eliminate the current ‘no go zones’ on west side San Juan island in favor of
maintaining the current resident killer whale statute 300 yard distance around, 400 feet behind and ahead
and 7knots within 1/2 mile of resident orcas. RBAW and national marine trade association is working with
fish and wildlife to start with a ‘voluntary compliance and education first’ approach.
• RBAW working to revise prior-year legislation that phased out copper bottom paint. Department of
ecology found in many cases synthetic paints are worse than copper.
• RBAW is monitoring NOAA and their impending proposals on marina upgrades and the challenges
marinas face financially for improvements or repairs. RBAW considers this a Big Risk/High Importance for
Boaters. This is huge because you and I know the marinas will pass the costs on to the tenants. NOAA is
seeking proposals that would mitigate the costs incurred by the marinas. One idea is like a credits plan. If
the marina pulls out old creosote piles and replaces them with steel, they’d receive a credit towards overall
costs (mitigation plan).
• RBAW is looking for exemptions for boaters on low carbon fuel standards.
• RBAW is at the table and testifying to be sure funding is maintained for off-road vehicles, snowmobiles,
and boats derived from fuel tax. The big concern here is recreational funding could dry up and be a “big
hit“ to boating programs if it were changed to a to a road usage fee.
• Regarding the Lake Union landing zone, RBAW has successfully worked on a collaborative solution,
opposing unilateral solutions that benefit just one party at the exclusion of others.
• RBAW is securing financing for the Lake Bay Marina facility and the surrounding
property in the south sound (Pierce county has already donated $250,000 toward the purchase). Once
purchased, the property would be turned over to the state parks and remain a boating destination, instead of
being developed for other uses. This is similar to how Sucia became a state park.
Continued on page 8

Page 8

Stayed Informed:
Online Newsletter

Welcome to our Newest Members
Rudi & Leigh Siebert

There is an online archive of past
newsletters on our website.
Attend General Meetings:
March 7th & November 7th

Like us on Facebook!

Continued from page 7

Reminders:
If you need to update your
information for the SYC Directory
please submit as soon as possible
to:
Webamin@Swinomishyachtclub.
org
Annual Membership Dues are due
by 1/31/20

To view pictures from all events
please click on the link below:
http://
www.swinomishyachtclub.org/20
19-event-pictures/

As you can see, this organization has the best interests recreational boaters
at heart as well as the future of recreational boating opportunities in our
great state. Having sat through the presentation and without a doubt in my
mind, it’s worth every penny to keep our voice alive in Olympia and remain
well represented. It would be wonderful to see Swinomish Yacht Club on
the list of Top Contributors for the clubs that had 100% participation in
support of RBAW!
Happy New Year and Happy Boating in 2020!!
Jeff Toycen
Down Easy
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Boy Scout Troop 336 spent the weekend in early December cleaning up James Island State Park.
They cleaned a very large area of the marine area using their outdoor ethics code. The parks depend
on groups like the Boy Scouts to help fill in the gaps and keep the parks looking great for the public.
Brent Malone volunteered his time and his boat to take Troop 336 to James Island and spent the
night there in case they needed him.

Below are some pictures from the weekend.
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By Cheryl Stinson

The 2020 SYC Yearbook advertiser that is featured this month in the Channel Marker is Tomco Marine
Group, builders of the American Tugs, and newest model, Waypoint.
The formation of Tomco Marine Group was founder and director, Tom Nelson, Mike Schoppert, and
Kurt Dilworth. Tom Nelson, with 40 years of boat construction (now retired), Mike, an expert in lofting,
toolmaking and fiberglass lamination, and Kurt a seasoned and successful engineer with a resume that
included university-level engineering study, organized the boat company and found an empty building
near the waterfront in La Conner. The American Tug is based on an Alaska fishing boat hull designed in
the early 1980’s by Lynn Senour, a Seattle designer noted for a family of fast, efficient, ocean-going
sportfishing yachts and trawler cruisers.
The first American Tug was launched in August 2000 and since then there have been over 200 built,
Sizes varying from the original AT34 model to the AT485 model. With their unique style and colorful
hulls they are certain to draw attention every time one pulls into a marina or fuel dock.
Each year in April the owners of the American Tugs organize a weekend rendezvous and for the last
several years the destination has been La Conner. They come from all over the Pacific Northwest and
Canada and completely fill up the South Basin guest dock – it truly is a sight to see!
If you are ever interested in taking a tour of the factory to see how the American Tugs are built, give
them a call (360) 466-9277 and Cheryl will be happy to show you around.
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SYC Members - Just a reminder
– If you are a current marina tenant and you sponsor a new member to SYC, who is also a marina tenant, you can both
get a $150 credit to your moorage accounts.
- Use of Reciprocal Dock:
 Peak Season 1 night per visit, 1 visit per month. Electricity is $5.00 per night
 Off-Season 2 nights per visit, 2 visits per month. Electricity is $5.00 per night.
See membership book for further details.

2020 Yearbook/Directory
We are starting to put together the 2020 Yearbook/Directory of the Swinomish Yacht Club Membership. If you have any
address, phone number, boat name, email address or other changes please email them to
Webadmin@Swinomishyachtclub.org as soon as pssible.
Additionally, if you would like to change your photo or if you are a new member and didn’t include a photo when you
joined up, that can be emailed to Webadmin@Swinomishyachtclub.org as well. Photos should be in a vertical format. As
much as we all love our boats, please send photo of you/yourselves .
Thank you!!

Some members have expressed an interest in creating a SYC
cookbook. AND WHY NOT? We’ve eaten some very amazing
food at SYC events.
What makes this cookbook unique and versatile is the shorter
3 ring binder that will hold the recipes. So new recipes can be
added any time. Protective sleeves will be provided (I know I
need them!).
So, tell us Wendy, where can we send our recipes or any
helpful cooking info? You can email me at
rwbmega@msn.com or I can take them at any SYC events. We
have plans to be at Sucia so I’ll bring the sample. Here’s to
many good meals shared with many good friends!!

LACONNER YACHT SALES
Thinking of selling your powerboat? LaConner Yacht
Sales is busy with buyers and would like to talk with
you about listing your vessel.
Give us a call or stop by the office located in the
LaConner Marina. 360-466-3300.
Art, Marcie and Tony
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Event:

Host:

Date:

Commodores Ball

Dan and Rebecca Irish

Jan. 25th

Seattle Boat Show

Port of Skagit

Jan. 25th—Feb. 2nd

Family Fun Night

Mike Sisk & Janine Bombach

Feb. 22nd

New Member Breakfast

SYC Board

Mar. 7th

Wizard Tournament/Lessons

Ed & Lindy Brooks

Mar. 7th

Spring Membership Meeting

Mar. 7th

* Note: for hosts of club events, if you would like a flyer to be added to the newsletter for your upcoming

event please send to Amy Roosa at amy.roosa@gmail.com at least a month prior to the event. I can assist
with content and design.

Event Planning - Helpful Hints and Resources:
•
•
•
•

•

Review past Channel Markers for inspiration on your event
Provide event information/flyer to the Newsletter Director at least month prior to event
Send email to the club about your event at least month prior
If the event requires reservations at the marina, the hosts should send out a mass email to
club asking for RSVP’s at least 3 weeks prior to event
At least 1 week prior to event, send email out as a reminder and showing those who have
RSVP’d. Also provide slip assignments, if applicable.

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen

Steve and Cheryl Stinson
Ship’s Store Managers

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

