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Commodores Log
The first step in a journey is often the hardest. Which is kind of like starting this article.
It’s not that I’m at a loss for words, I just want to say so many things at once… starting
with how awesome the Commodores Ball was!
Everything was so great! From the special handmade invitations, the decorations, the
food, the photo’s (talk about memory lane), the special gifts of custom etched champagne
(tequila) glasses, my official engraved gavel, a special order bottle of my favorite tequila
that our boat is named after (Paradiso) & more, plus the music.. The Tidy Whities are
fabulous, right? Thank you to everyone who made all my favorite pies! The peanut butter
pie was so delicious! Yes, I had a piece of every single one too! The greatest part of all, was
that our family and friends were there to celebrate with us! I probably should’ve said that dancing with my
wife was the best part, but I’m such a poor dancer that what I do, doesn’t really qualify as dancing... but I
still do, and I enjoy it... I’m not so sure that Jill enjoys my “dancing” though... but at least she indulges me
and suffers through it…
Jill and I are so humbled and appreciative for all the thought that went into the event to make it special
for us, and then OMG, all the work to execute the plan! The way the clubhouse was closed up and covered
up to perform the preparations in secret, one might have thought that La Conner had its own Area 51. A
huge debt of gratitude is owed to Rebecca and Dan Irish for heading up this event. Special thanks to
Cheryl and Steve Stinson for the pre-party cocktails and appetizers; then for driving us to the ball. A very
special thank you is due to everyone who gave up so much of their time and energy to put this on; it is no
small task. I genuinely tried to thank every one of you personally that evening, but if somehow, I missed
someone, please accept both my apology and my gratitude for all your thoughtful labors.
Another highlight of the evening was the installation and celebration of the new SYC Officers and
Directors for 2020; Vice Commodore - Pep Lowe, Rear Commodore – Cryss Toycen, Port Captain –
Vickey Birney, Fleet Medical Officer – Teresa Campbell . The 2020 SYC Directors; Building Manager –
Ruth Carpenter, Dock Master – Brent Malone, Facilities – Jeff Saether, Membership – Frank Campbell,
Newsletter – Amy Roosa, Reciprocity – Phil Fusselman, Ship Stores – Steve & Cheryl Stinson,
Webmistress – Felicia Lowe. This is an amazing crew! Thank you all for stepping up! We all can expect
great things from these people! It’s going to be another amazing year for the SYC!
It was an incredible evening that Jill and I will always cherish! Thank you all so very much!
Mitch Ruth
Commodore
Paradiso

Page 3

Vice Commodores Log
Vice Commodore’s Report ...

Hi gang,
Are we making it through this beautiful liquid sunshine this winter? Seems its been a
while since we been out on the water, I suppose it helps to break up the long winter by
going to the boat show if you were lucky enough to make it.
I hope you all made it out to the Commodores Ball, it was great fun. We were all trying
to guess how Mitch would be dressed, but who would have guessed a kilt? It was a great
evening and we all had a lot of fun.
Well coming up is the new members breakfast and spring membership meeting, did I say spring? The date is
March 7 th and I hope you can make it out to greet our new members and show them what the club is all about.
Frank and Teresa will be our hosts and the board will assist in preparing for both the breakfast and dinner. There
will be a Wizard game tournament put on by the Brooks. I don’t know what that is all about so if your curious
you’ll just have to come and see. We have collected many videos of the past events going as far back as 2012 and
will be showing them. I’m sure that will be a lot of fun and laughs. Felicia had a great idea to bring charts of the
San Juan’s and Canadian Islands so if your interested or have something to share we would love the company. If
you have charts or information to share that would be great too.
It’s always a good idea to make it to the meeting later in the evening, after happy hour and a meal put on by
Frank and Teresa. There is no better way to find out what our club is up to. Thanks to all those that helped, we
now have a lot of firewood so staying warm will not be a problem.
Hope to see you there.
Pep
Vice Commodore
Escape

Rear Commodores Log

Page 4

Rear Commodore’s Report ...

Hi, all …
Wow! What a great Commodore’s Ball last weekend! Dan, Rebecca and their crew
knocked it out of the park … but I will let others dote on them.
As we sit here in all the wind, rain, and late winter yuck, it’s hard to think that our 2020
cruising season is upon us. But, yes, we have a full calendar of great fun planned.
First off is the Family Fun night, on Feb. 22 nd hosted by Mike Sisk & Janine Bombach.
This is such a great clubhouse event complete with games, movies, in past years
build-your-own pizzas, arts & crafts and tents pitched on the dance floor! Round up your kids, grandkids or
borrow some because this is such a fun time.
Followed on its heels in early March (7 th ) by a full day with the New Member Breakfast, Wizard Lessons/
Tournament and the Spring Membership meeting. This is a full day of celebrating those that have recently
joined our ranks, some fun to learn a great card game (Wizard) hosted by Ed and Lindee Brooks, followed up
with our Spring Membership meeting. Be sure to make time for this, because it is a great way to hear about the
business of our club and learn what your board members do for it.
Mike & Bev Carlson will be hosting our Bowling Extravaganza mid-March (13-15). Watch for more details
from them both in the newsletter and via email. If you have not attended this event you are totally missing out!
DownEasy will definitely be in attendance!
Spring would not be complete without a good scrub and re-organization of the clubhouse to get ready for our
new cruising season with the Clubhouse Clean-up & Shakedown Cruise in mid-April (11th & 12th ). Jeff and I
will be hosting this event. Many hands make light work and we are usually done with the “work” portion by
noon and then we head up to Cap Sante for a short “Shakedown Cruise”. Believe it or not, the work has not
been so laborious with the crews that have assembled in the past!
Speaking of 2020 events, there are several events needing hosts: Spring Membership Meeting, Steak Fry and
Golf Tournament, Wine & Stein, Sucia Run, Crabfest, Oyster Run, Oktoberfest/Halloween Party, Fall
Membership Meeting. If you are at all inclined, please contact one of the board members to let them know you
are willing to pitch in.
Hosting can seem to be a daunting task, but SYC’s own webmistress, Felicia Lowe, has taken some of the
“daunt” out of it by posting event planning checklists on-line. You can find them on the website at:
http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/. Another way to ease the stress of hosting is
to enlist the help of others. As I said previously, many hands make light work and this is a great way to make
lasting friends in the club.
So as you can see, spring is full of lots of great events and that is only the tip of the iceberg … sorry to use a
Titanic reference.
Cheers and safe travels,
Cryss. Toycen
Rear Commodore
DownEasy
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SWINOMISH YACHT CLUB NEW MEMBER’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, March 7, 2020, at 9 AM at the SYC Clubhouse

FEATURING FRANK’S FAMOUS BEER BATTER PANCAKES AND TERESA’S FAMOUS
EGG, SAUSAGE, AND POTATO CASSEROLE. Coffee and orange juice provided.

This is a special New Member meet and greet for all SYC to attend. We wish to
welcome all new members and introduce you to the Club and answer questions you
might have about being a new member. We have a delightful time whenever we get
together, and we all want to include you in the boating fun we have. So please come
and enjoy breakfast with us.
In the evening, starting at 5 PM will be the activities for the Spring Membership
Meeting, where you will meet even more members and participate with us for
information sharing and comradery!

Page 6

Wizard Tournament
March 7, 2020

Lunch and Lessons: 11:00-12:30 (After new members
breakfast.)
Pulled Pork and Cole Slaw
Drinks on your own
This is a fun game of trump that challenges you to bid on cards and make
the bid your bid, to accumulate points. It’s not difficult but it will
stimulate the mind. (Which a few of us old timers are in need of these
days.) We will play three rounds so a first place winner is decided.
We have a $10.00 entry fee but all the money goes back to the winners
and some losers. We have lots of prizes for this event. It wouldn’t hurt to
also bring plenty of change alone for fun during the games.

We will have as many tables as we need so everyone can play. There will
be:
First place winners
Last place winners
The least sets, winner
The most sets, winner
And the Famous Cuss Bucket winners
Card snacks will be provided
Please RSVP to Lindee Brooks 206-940-3960
or lindeebrooks@gmail.com
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SYC Presents
March 13-15, 2020 Friday Harbor

The really big Bowling
Extravaganza!
Get Ready to Bowl
Once again the linear dock by the ferry landing is reserved at Friday Harbor. Please contact this year’s hosts
Bev and Mike Carlson, Bev.mikecarlson@gmail.com with your request for moorage not the Port of Friday Harbor.
We need your boat name, LOA and how many nights you will be staying.
Friday
5pm Welcome Potluck Happy Hour, bring an appetizer to share.
Saturday
9ish Continental Breakfast and eye openers on the dock
11-12:30 Bowling at Paradise Lanes
12:30-2 Lunch and award ceremony at Downriggers Restaurant
(Dinner on your own)

Sunday
9ish Continental Breakfast and eye-openers on the dock
Noon Checkout
Contact info - Mike and Bev Carlson, Bev.mikecarlson@gmail.com or Bev.carlson57@gmail.com

Firewood Cutting
For additional pictures please click link below:
http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/2019-event-pictures/
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Stayed Informed:

Welcome to our Newest Members

Online Newsletter
There is an online archive of past
newsletters on our website.
Attend General Meetings:
March 7th & November 7th

Like us on Facebook!

2020
ROCHE HARBOR KIDS CRUISE
Reminders:
To view pictures from all events
please click on the link below:

Swinomish Yacht Club –
Pictures
For Event Planning, please visit:
http://
www.swinomishyachtclub.org/
members/events/

Plan ahead young and old alike, kids, grandkids, we’re all kids!
Kids Cruise July 10, 11 &12.
Call Roche Harbor now and reserve your slip for the Swinomish
Yacht club 2020 kids cruise. They will do their best to keep us all
close together, although most activities will take place near the pool
and grass area. More details to follow. REMEMBER it’s Roche
Harbor so the Marina fills up fast in July!! Book now!!
Also rsvp to: Downeasy@frontier.com
Or
Call/text Jeff Toycen
425.308.9459
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SYC Members - Just a reminder
– If you are a current marina tenant and you sponsor a new member to SYC, who is also a marina tenant, you can both
get a $150 credit to your moorage accounts.
- Use of Reciprocal Dock:
 Peak Season 1 night per visit, 1 visit per month. Electricity is $5.00 per night
 Off-Season 2 nights per visit, 2 visits per month. Electricity is $5.00 per night.
See membership book for further details.

Some members have expressed an interest in creating a SYC cookbook. AND WHY NOT? We’ve eaten some
very amazing food at SYC events.
What makes this cookbook unique and versatile is the shorter 3 ring binder that will hold the recipes. So new
recipes can be added any time. Protective sleeves will be provided (I know I need them!).
So, tell us Wendy, where can we send our recipes or any helpful cooking info? You can email me at
rwbmega@msn.com or I can take them at any SYC events. We have plans to be at Sucia so I’ll bring the sample.
Here’s to many good meals shared with many good friends!!

LACONNER YACHT SALES
Thinking of selling your powerboat? LaConner Yacht
Sales is busy with buyers and would like to talk with
you about listing your vessel.
Give us a call or stop by the office located in the
LaConner Marina. 360-466-3300.
Art, Marcie and Tony
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Event:

Host:

Date:

Family Fun Night

Mike Sisk & Janine Bombach

Feb. 22nd

New Member Breakfast

SYC Board

Mar. 7th

Wizard Tournament/Lessons

Ed & Lindy Brooks

Mar. 7th

Spring Membership Meeting

Campbell/Birney

Mar. 7th

Bowling Extravaganza

Mike & Bev Carlson

Mar. 13-15th

Clubhouse Cleanup &
Shakedown Cruise

Toycen

Apr. 4-5

* Note: for hosts of club events, if you would like a flyer to be added to the newsletter for your upcoming event please

send to Amy Roosa at amy.roosa@gmail.com at least a month prior to the event. I can assist with content and design.

Event Planning - Helpful Hints and Resources:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Review past Channel Markers for inspiration on your event
Provide event information/flyer to the Newsletter Director at least month prior to event
Send email to the club about your event at least month prior
If the event requires reservations at the marina, the hosts should send out a mass email to
club asking for RSVP’s at least 3 weeks prior to event
At least 1 week prior to event, send email out as a reminder and showing those who have
RSVP’d. Also provide slip assignments, if applicable.
Please go to http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/ for event planning
forms. These forms contain information that you may find helpful when planning.

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Cryss. Toycen

Steve and Cheryl Stinson
Ship’s Store Managers

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

