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Greetings, 
  
My original plan was to write about the Past Commodores ’ Salmon BBQ and the 
Oyster Fest. However, Covid has shown me that my plans, like it or not, are subject  
to change. Among those plans were the Salmon BBQ and the Oyster Fest which  
have been cancelled as well. So, writing about events that have been cancelled,  
seems, well, pointless. Given our current situation with Covid-19, it seems 
appropriate to pontificate a bit on Covid-19… 
 
Pandemics necessarily change one’s tune. The normal man or woman today just 
wants to survive. Me, too. While we may appropriately debate where Covid-19 came  
from, how serious it really is and what is really necessary or beneficial in preventing  
the spread of Covid, the harsh reality is that Covid is not a hoax. It is real and it is here. And it is making life 
darn difficult for many of us. Everyone seems to have an opinion as to who is to blame for Covid, etc., etc...  
As a result of all the conflicting information, it ’s even more difficult than usual to know whom or what to 

believe. We’re told that you can’t get infected at Costco, but you can't go fishing by yourself.   In the 

beginning we were told masks weren’t necessary. Now, apparently, we need them any time we leave the 
house. Could this have been foreseen? Common sense suggests as much. Would people have worn them? I 
don’t know. But the change in policy is unnerving, suggestive that lives could have been saved had we been 
more careful sooner. Anger about this back-and-forth is understandable, but it isn’t helpful. Shaming and 
finger-pointing reduce our ability to appropriately respond to the pandemic.  

 
There will be plenty of time when this is over to affix blame. In the meantime, as Queen Elizabeth II advised 
her nation and the world, we should remain calm. For the frustrated pirates among us, black flags make  
excellent masks. 
 
We are reopening schools and businesses amidst a still fairly high number of COVID-19 cases. The chances 
are increasing that more of us will be faced with a potential coronavirus exposure.  
Covid-19 infections create a conflict between the personal right to privacy vs. the public health need for  
disclosure. The infected deserve privacy, but others need to make immediate quarantine and testing  
decisions. Many fear the economic impacts of Covid more greatly than the medical dangers.  
Covid-19 shaming and finger-pointing create social stigma. People who test positive may feel embarrassed, 
ashamed, or foolish. Stigmatization may lead people to hide infections and avoid testing. If those infected 
avoid disclosure and limit dialogue, others cannot make safe choices to reduce their risk. Blaming Covid -19 
victim inhibits people’s ability to make decisions regarding self-isolation and quarantine, inhibits contact 
tracing, and reduces our ability to stop the coronavirus spread. Victim shaming is not a new concept, and it 
will not help us fight the pandemic. 

Social stigmas are often linked to disease. Shame stems from failing to meet societal expectations. With the 
US approaching 6,000,000 cases the odds are each of us will be exposed to someone with  coronavirus. At 
this point in the pandemic, no one should be surprised if they contract Covid-19. No single person is more 
likely than others to spread COVID-19. 
Any of us may be asymptomatic carriers of Covid-19 and may be spreading the virus before the symptoms 
appear, if they appear at all, and be inadvertently passing the infection to others. A new study published in 
the American Journal of American Medicine showed the viral load of asymptomatic carriers is about the 
same as those with symptoms. So only about half will ever have/show any symptoms.  
Covid-19 is spread through person-to-person contact via respiratory particles. Breathing, talking, sneezing, 
and coughing spread large droplets. All of us breathe. We are all at risk of catching and spreading corona-
virus. Wearing masks, social distancing, washing our hands after touching things outside of our home, and 
frequently disinfecting touch points in our own homes greatly reduces the chances of infection.  
Open disclosure protects others and potentially saves lives. Until we have a cure or a vaccine, focus on what 

works: identifying exposure, isolate those at risk, test, and treat.  

Mitch Ruth 

Commodore 

Paradiso 

https://news.yahoo.com/top-disease-official-risk-coronavirus-222852299.html
https://www.vogue.com/article/queen-elizabeth-speech-coronavirus-hopeful-message
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/us-cases-deaths.html
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Vice Commodores Log 

Hello Gang, 

 

I’m writing this on the boat and the weather can not be any better. I hope this season  

runs out longer than last year. A couple of days ago the weatherman just had to remind 

the viewers that Monday is the last day of August, and to really make a point of it, he 

had to mention the leaves changing color. I don’t think that was very nice, so I’m going  

to make a point of getting out on the boat more in the next month. This summer has  

really gone by fast, but we really have been fortunate enough to get out on the water 

quite a bit. 

 

Lately we’ve been working on the boat, and of all things we are buffing and waxing the entire 

boat. Now this particular task has been something I have never quite got the hang of. That is 

until the Youtube came along. I happened across a video that showed off a product called Total 

Boat that seemed to good to be true, so naturally I had to have a go with it. I can tell you if this 

stuff can make me look good, it can make anyone look good. Now that its complete its time for 

some joint lubrication, or should I say pain killers. It’s definitely a young person’s business. All I 

can say is I’m glad our boat isn’t any bigger. 

 

I hope everyone is doing good, we joined this club to have some boating friends, and I can tell 

you not only have we made boating friends, but many good friends that have really changed our 

life for the better. And we miss every one of you. 

 

Stay safe and we will see each other soon. 

 

Pep 

Vice Commodore 

Escape 
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 Rear Commodore’s Report ...  

 

Rear Commodores Log 

September, 2020 

 

Ahoy SYC … ! 

 

Wow...Labor Day is upon us! I know that time seems to spin past us faster as we get older,  

but, this is crazy. Jeff and I are really looking forward to the holiday weekend and the Wagon 

Wheel planned by Pep & Felicia Lowe, Darrin & Barb Hoy, and Peter & B Riesselman. Jeff 

and I got to be a part of the one planned by Sandy Roberts and Tom Streit out at Prevost on 

Stuart Island. It was a lot of fun and Jeff even managed to get Kenmore Air to take an aerial  

picture of it for us. If you haven’t been a part of this, you should really consider joining us; you won’t be  

disappointed. 

While I was away hauling wheat for harvest in eastern Washington, Jeff Toycen was the “non-host” event at Roche 

Harbor. He said there were 11 boats that joined him and even though there were the social distancing and mask  

requirements, all managed to have a great time. Thanks to all that attended and helped to make it a successful “non-

event”. Kevin Carlson and the Roche Harbor staff greatly appreciated our attendance and adherence to the 

requirements; we’re all just trying to find some normalcy in the crazy times. 

Of course, there are other events on the books that we will need to adjust and/or cancel as the time goes on and 

things change, but let’s all keep doing our part. I know there is a lot of anxiousness out there, but let’s care for one 

another and we will get through it. Soon we’ll be able to get back to the SYC business of fun! 

 

Have a great time and I will see you all in October. 

 

Cheers, 

 

Cryss. Toycen 

Rear Commodore 

DownEasy 



 

 

Welcome to our Newest Members 
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Stayed Informed: 

Online Newsletter 

There is an online archive of past 

newsletters on our website.  

 

Attend General Meetings: 

March 7th & November 7th 

 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminders: 

To view pictures from all events 

please click on the link below: 

Swinomish Yacht Club – 

Pictures 
 

For Event Planning,  please visit: 

http://

www.swinomishyachtclub.org/

members/events/ 

 

SYC Cookbook— 

Send recipes to Wendy Britt at 

rwbmega@msn.com or give to her 

at any event. 

Eric & Shannon Nicholson 

http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/pictures/
http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/pictures/
http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/2020-pictures/
mailto:rwbmega@msn.com


 

 

 

 

SYC Members - Just a reminder  

– If you are a current marina tenant and you sponsor a new member to SYC, who is also a marina tenant, you can both 

get a $150 credit to your moorage accounts. 

 

- Use of Reciprocal Dock: 

 Peak Season 1 night per visit, 1 visit per month. Electricity is $5.00 per night 

 Off-Season 2 nights per visit, 2 visits per month. Electricity is $5.00 per night. 

See membership book for further details. 
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LACONNER YACHT SALES 

Thinking of selling your powerboat?  LaConner Yacht Sales 

is busy with buyers and would like to talk with you about 

listing your vessel.   

Give us a call or stop by the office located in the  

LaConner Marina. 360-466-3300.   

tel:360-466-3300
http://www.laconneryachtsales.com/
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Event Planning - Helpful Hints and Resources: 

• Review past Channel Markers for inspiration on your event 

• Provide event information/flyer to the Newsletter Director at least month prior to event 

• Send email to the club about your event at least month prior 

• If the event requires reservations at the marina, the hosts should send out a mass email to 
club asking for RSVP’s at least 3 weeks prior to event 

• At least 1 week prior to event, send email out as a reminder and showing those who have 

RSVP’d.  Also provide slip assignments, if applicable. 

• Please go to http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/ for  

      event planning forms. These forms contain information that you may find helpful   
      when planning. 
 

* Note: for hosts of club events, if you would like a flyer to be added to the newsletter for your upcoming event please send to 

Amy Roosa at amy.roosa@gmail.com at least a month prior to the event. I can assist with content and design.   

Event: Host: Date: 

Oktoberfest/Holloween Carpenter/Sommerville October 17th 

Fall General Membership Meeting TBD November 7th 

Reindeer Romp Women of SYC November 20th or 27th 

Christmas Decorating Party SYC Board December 5th 

Lighted Christmas Boat Parade Toycen December 12th 

 

Covid-19—As conditions change, please watch email for any updates 

to upcoming events 



 

 

P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swi nomi sh  Yach t  

Cl ub  

 Jan Robertson 

Ship’s Store Managers 

 

 

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here! 

http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 

 

Website Administrator:  Felicia Lowe  

Channel Marker Editor: Amy Roosa 

 

 


