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Greetings! 
  

2020 has certainly been a very “different” year for all of us. The Covid-19 pandemic 

has impacted virtually every aspect of our personal, professional, recreational, and  
social lives. Yet ironically, Covid has actually been good for boaters and the boating  

industry as a whole. 
 

Since the onset of Covid, Americans have had to discover new ways to travel and  

vacation. Chief among options that tick pandemic-related safety boxes is 

recreational boating. As we know, boating offers a way to enjoy the outdoors while  

avoiding the crowds and interactions involved with conventional travel. All of this helps to explain why, 
in the months since Covid-19, dealers from coast to coast have reported record interest and robust sales, 
with a huge increase in first-time customers. 

 

The Chicago-based National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA), the leading trade association 
representing boat, marine engine, and accessory manufacturers, reported that total new U.S.  

recreational boat sales in May were the highest in a single month since 2007. The highest growth was in 
personal watercraft, saltwater fishing boats and jet boats, which combined account for a 41% of total new
-boat sales.  

 

Amid ever-changing state orders, social-distancing guidelines, and the new normal, it is clear there will 
be lasting impacts to the way we carry out our daily lives. This new reality also applies to how we will  

vacation, relax, and blow off steam. In 2020, a growing number of people have turned to recreational 
boating. 

 

NMMA data shows new boat sales were up 41% year-over-year, having fully recovered from pandemic-

related losses in March and April. Yacht sale, which the NMMA defines as boats 33 feet in length or  

longer, increased 51% in May, compared to April, according to the latest numbers available.  

 

All of this is very encouraging for clubs such as ours. While 2020 wreaked havoc on our event calendar 
and our efforts to attract new members, 2021 will usher back more typical opportunities and events.  

Increases in boat sales also means an increase in new boaters out on the water looking to learn about 
boating and boating opportunities. 

 

This also creates huge opportunities for us to grow our membership. Let ’s get out there and find these 
“new” boaters. Let’s share our knowledge, experience, and love of boating,  and invite them to events and 
introduce them to other club members. 

 

We miss you all. Stay safe. See you soon! 

Mitch 

Commodore 

Paradiso 
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Vice Commodores Log 

Hey Everybody, 

 

Looks like its time to put the shorts and flipflops away as it’s time for Fall and the off 

season. We had a great summer out boating often times in small groups with our SYC 

friends. Labor Day weekend we managed to get a small wagon wheel of SYC friends, 

and we all had a lot of fun. So much so I plan on putting a wagon wheel in the calendar 

for 2021. 

 

I am currently working on next years calendar and hopefully things will get back to 

normal so we can see all our friends and get back to having events. I am not sure if we 

will have a Fall Membership Meeting and if we do, I am not expecting our normal 

turnout. The Fall Meeting is a time to prepare for the year to come. With such a 

disappointing year of canceling events this year I really want to make sure we have some 

great events with lots of members able to join in. 

 

For those of you that are fairly new to the club, that volunteering to help at events is a 

great way to meet new friends. We became friends with so many great people in the club 

by joining in. Hosting events is a lot of fun and the more volunteers the more fun for 

everyone. 

 

I will be putting out a list of events for next year in November. If anyone is interested in 

adding any additional events or want to add things to existing events, I am all ears. 

 

Cheers 

 

Pep 

Vice Commodore 

Escape 
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...  

Pep Lowe 

 

Rear Commodores Log 

October, 2020 

Ahoy SYC … ! 

 

Most SYC members are aware of and have chosen to volunteer the $20/yr. membership dues 

to the Recreational Boaters’ Association of Washington (RBAW). As Rear Commodore, one 

of my duties is to serve as the SYC liaison. As such, I have been invited to attend RBAW’s  

monthly meetings via Zoom. The next meeting is scheduled for this Thursday and I will 

provide updates here if there is anything of particular interest to our club. You can always go  

to the RBAW website to get more information. Since this is my first meeting, I have included 

some of the highlights from the September meeting minutes. 

 

RBAW President, Bob Wise of the Tyee Yacht Club, discussed the positives for this year: 

· Boating is active 

· RBAW’s reputation is excellent with regulators and the legislators 

· Our web presence is excellent 

· The Conservancy was launched 

· Our memberships and renewals are increasing 

· Our budget is significantly improved 

Other issues facing RBAW include: 

· Lakebay Negotiations 

· National Marine Fisheries Service 

· Potential Defunding of the Seattle Harbor Patrol 

· Washington Environmental Council Voluntary Pledge 

· Upcoming Legislative Session 

 

The only item of particular interest to those of us cruising in and around the San Juans, is the Washington 

Environmental Council’s “Voluntary Pledge”. The WEC has proposed that boaters be asked to take a voluntary 

pledge to stay 1,000 yards (about ½ nautical mile) away from the southern resident Orcas as three females are 

pregnant. Present law, which RBAW helped to formulate, requires boaters to keep a 300 yard distance from either 

side and in front of and 400 yards from behind a pod of Orcas. It also established a 7 knot “go slow zone” within ½ 

nautical mile of any Orca. 

 

A letter was written by RBAW lobbyist, Doug Levy, to be distributed to member yacht clubs with this request for a 

voluntary pledge to increase that distance to 1,000 yards. RBAW’s position was to inform its members and not make 

any judgmental commentary on the request. 

 

In looking at what our club has done to keep connected in the past months has been truly great. There remain lots of 

changes and/or cancellations to events, but we have all managed to keep finding creative and safe ways to be out on 

the water together. I will be glad when we can get back to “normal”, but in the meantime, let’s keep up the positive 

vibes. 

 

All my best, 

Cryss. Toycen 

Rear Commodore 

DownEasy 
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Scour your house and help your Club make up for lost revenues! 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 10 am - 5 pm 
315 N. First Street, La Conner, WA 98257 (The Swinomish Yacht Clubhouse.)  

 Item donations accepted Friday from 10 am until 6 pm, and Saturday morning 8-9 
am at the SYC Clubhouse. For questions please call Vickie at 425 328 0423. 

GARAGE SALE 

 

**If you want to drop off a different day please call me to arrange.**  



 

 

Welcome to our Newest Members 
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Stayed Informed: 

Online Newsletter 

There is an online archive of past 

newsletters on our website.  

 

Attend General Meetings: 

March 7th & November 7th 

 

Like us on Facebook! 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminders: 

To view pictures from all events 

please click on the link below: 

Swinomish Yacht Club – 

Pictures 

 

For Event Planning,  please visit: 

http://

www.swinomishyachtclub.org/

members/events/ 

 

SYC Cookbook— 

Send recipes to Wendy Britt at 

rwbmega@msn.com or give to her 

at any event. 

Randy & Stacy Cole 
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SHIPS STORE 
                

 

Taking pre-orders 

High Quality Double Wall Stainless Steel Cup & Tumbler with vacuum insulation, for 

hot and cold beverages 

We have to buy in quantities of 48 for each so if we don’t get enough orders we’ll 

send a note out. 

 

16oz RED    $32.85 

Double wall stainless steel tumbler with vacuum insulation, 

easy-clean threaded lid with locking mechanism and patented 

AUTOSEAL push-button 
 

    

12oz WHITE    $19.80 

Double wall stainless steel 

thermal tumbler with copper 

vacuum insulation, stainless 

steel rim, push-on clear lid, and 

powder coated finish 
   

                                                                                   

Please email your name, how many and what color to 

Jan Robertson missjan71@gmail.com  

 

SYC Name Tags w/boat name 

Name tags are not automatically given out so if you would like to purchase one 

they can be ordered through ‘Mister T’s Trophies’ on Westside Mt Vernon          

360-424-9339 

                               Thank you  -   Jan Robertson & Tracy Carr 



 

 

 

 

SYC Members - Just a reminder  

– If you are a current marina tenant and you sponsor a new member to SYC, who is also a marina tenant, you can both 

get a $150 credit to your moorage accounts. 

 

- Use of Reciprocal Dock: 

Þ Peak Season 1 night per visit, 1 visit per month. Electricity is $5.00 per night 

Þ Off-Season 2 nights per visit, 2 visits per month. Electricity is $5.00 per night. 

See membership book for further details. 
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LACONNER YACHT SALES 

Thinking of selling your powerboat?  LaConner Yacht Sales 

is busy with buyers and would like to talk with you about 

lis!ng your vessel.

Give us a call or stop by the office located in the  

LaConner Marina. 360-466-3300.   
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Event Planning - Helpful Hints and Resources: 

· Review past Channel Markers for inspiration on your event 

· Provide event information/flyer to the Newsletter Director at least month prior to event 

· Send email to the club about your event at least month prior 

· If the event requires reservations at the marina, the hosts should send out a mass email to 
club asking for RSVP’s at least 3 weeks prior to event 

· At least 1 week prior to event, send email out as a reminder and showing those who have 

RSVP’d.  Also provide slip assignments, if applicable. 

· Please go to http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/ for  

      event planning forms. These forms contain information that you may find helpful   
      when planning. 
 

* Note: for hosts of club events, if you would like a flyer to be added to the newsle$er for your upcoming event please send to 

Amy Roosa at amy.roosa@gmail.com at least a month prior to the event. I can assist with content and design.   

Event: Host: Date: 

Fall General Membership Meeting TBD November 7th 

Christmas Decorating Party SYC Board December 5th 

Lighted Christmas Boat Parade Toycen December 12th 

 

Covid-19—As conditions change, please watch email for any updates 

to upcoming events 



 

 

P.O. Box 602 

La Conner, WA  98257 

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating. 

Swinomi sh  Yach t  

Cl ub  

 Jan Robertson and Tracy Carr 

Ship’s Store Managers 

 

 

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here! 

http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp 

Website: 

www.swinomishyachtclub.org 

 

Website Administrator:  Felicia Lowe  

Channel Marker Editor: Amy Roosa 

 

 


