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Commodores Log
This month, we have some very positive things to share with you!
Because of the Fall Membership Meeting cancellation, your Board needed to find an
Alternative to “in person” voting so we can still handle the business at hand; i.e., the
2021 budget and voting for the incoming rear Commodores position. So, here’s how we
will be handling the voting this year. (This decision was explained in detail in my email
to the membership on 10/22/2020.) Here is the process we will follow.
Normally, at the meeting, the nomination committee announces their nomination for
the incoming Rear Commodore and nominations from the floor are opened. Since there will be no in person
meeting this year, I am opening nominations “from the floor” for the 2021 Rear Commodore. Nominations
from the floor will close on 11/5/2020 at 9:00 pm. The nomination committee has brought forward and
nominated Jerry Carr to be the SYC 2021 Rear Commodore. Nominations “from the floor” are to be emailed
to the SYC Board at; SYC Board@swinomishyachtclub.org .
“Ballots” will be emailed to all members at the email on file with the club on Friday, 11/6/2020 . So please
watch for the email! In that email ballot will be the vote for the Rear Commodore and the incoming
Commodore, Pep Lowes, proposed budget for 2021. Only one vote per membership (household) is
permitted. Ballots are to be returned to sycfallmeeting2020@swinomishyachtclub.org not later than Sunday
11/8/2020 at 6:00pm. (This information will be included in the ballot email itself too.) Ballots will be counted
by selected board members, I will validate the results and the results will be announced to the membership by
email on or before Monday 11/9/2020 .
The nomination committee has also made its determination of the SYC “Boating Family of the Year”. It is
customary to announce this at the fall meeting. This year, the announcement will occur at the SYC Lighted
Boat Parade! The rational here is we want to make the announcement and award in person. BTW, the Lighted
Boat Parade will be held regardless of the continuation of Covid restrictions. (More details on this in event
will be forthcoming.)
I am very pleased to announce that much needed work on the Clubhouse barroom has begun. The work and
crew was led by Vice Commodore Pep Lowe and our Web Mistress Felicia Lowe. The work so far has included
what we hope will be the final repairs to the ceiling and beam, a complete repainting, new chair rails and
improvements to lighting. While far from complete, it is a fabulous start on badly needed updating to our
most significant source of revenue. When the Covid restrictions are eventually lifted, we need to have the
clubhouse ready to effectively compete for, and meet, the pent-up demand for event facilities. We have much
more to do, and we will, as the board becomes more comfortable with revenue forecasts and Covid gathering
restrictions are lessened.
More good news! Your Port Captain, Vickie Hugo-Birney, had a great idea for a fund raiser to help with
bar room improvements costs… she led the charge on a garage sale held in the clubhouse. In short, the event
was a huge success! Notice was made in local social media and signage around LaConner and the event was
very well received and attended. The event raised approximately $1,200.00 ! All without violating Covid
restrictions. Way to go Vickie and crew! Kudo’s to all of you!
The 2021 SYC Event Calendar will be out shortly and emailed to all. There are a couple of great “new” events
that I’m sure many will be excited to be part of! There are a few event host openings still available. So, sign up
quick! I would ask all the 2021 event hosts to please reach out to our new members and ask them to assist you
in the event. It’s a great way to introduce the new members to others and helps them to learn how to get
involved in a way that isn’t so overwhelming or intimidating. Remember, there’s no wallflowers in the SYC!
We miss all of you and look forward to seeing everyone soon! Stay safe!
Mitch Ruth
Commodore
Paradiso
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Vice Commodores Log
Vice Commodore’s Report ...
Mitch Ruth

Hi SYC Friends,

Another month passes and still missing all our friends. Last weekend frost showed up
at the dock, but we still got a lot accomplished. A few of us got together and repainted
the club house bar area, put up a new light and some new pictures. This is for two
purposes, for our club to enjoy and to help with rentals.
Next week I will be sending out next years calendar of events. Usually we ask for
volunteers to host events during our Fall Membership Meeting. As you all know that will take
place by E-mail. I will be asking for volunteers to host events next week when the calendar is sent
out. Hosting or helping with an event is a great way to get to know members. It is also fun to get
new people involved in the events to bring new ideas and activities to events. If you would like to
help out, but not quite ready to host let me know and we can get a group put together. You do not
have to host an event all by yourself, groups are always fun to work on events together. If you
have ideas for events or activities let me know, we are always open to new ideas or activities that
we haven’t done in a while. In addition to regular events, is there something you are interested in?
Would you like to have group cruises or training classes? We have a lot of people with kayaks,
paddleboards, bikes or just going for a hike, maybe you might want to have an outing or picnic at
an event?
Let’s all cross our fingers and hope next year we will be making up for all the missed events this
year. I am hoping we will have larger than ever turnouts to make up for this year.
It has been posted before, but we are still in need of a person to do our yearbook. We have had a
few people come forward that have expressed interest in taking pictures at events. If we can have
a few people willing to take pictures at events that would ensure us of having pictures at all events.
Also 2021 will be our web mistress’s last year in that position, so if any computer person is willing,
please let us know.
Just wanted to thank all those that donated to the garage sale and helped during the event. Vicki
Birney did a great job of putting it all together along with a lot of help from Teresa Campbell,
Mitch & Jill Ruth and the rest of the team. They had a great turnout and sold almost everything
donated.
See you all soon,
Pep Lowe
Vice Commodore
Escape

Rear Commodores Log
November, 2020
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Rear Commodore’s Report ...
Pep Lowe

Ahoy SYC … !
The leaves on the trees have changed color and fallen, all the little ghosties & ghoulies have
tricked and treated, and now we enter into the holiday season. I can hardly believe 2020 is
nearly at its end … gladly to some of us!

That said, I want to remind everyone of the Christmas Boat Parade on December 12th. We
will be holding the parade in spite of the COVID restrictions, since this activity is a naturally
socially distanced. Of course, the Christmas party at the following is still in question but we
are working on some alternative plans in the event we can’t hold it in the clubhouse. Watch
your emails and the December newsletter for more detailed information about times, activities and what to bring.
This year’s theme came as a special request from my granddaughter, LoLo … “Frozen” was her request. So everyone,
“Let It Go” and get in the spirit. White, blue and purple lights, snowflakes, princesses, snowmen and reindeer … or
just put up LOTS of lights on your boat. The main theme is LIGHTS, LIGHTS, LIGHTS!!!

Last year’s parade was a record breaker with over 30 boats. The boardwalk was packed shoulder to shoulder and the
restaurants were booked solid weeks in advance. Let’s break last year’s record and show LaConner how SYC can put
everyone into the holiday spirit!
All my best,
Cryss. Toycen
Rear Commodore
DownEasy
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By Dick Hunter

People often ask me what the name of my boat Anam Cara means; my stock answer is “Soul Friend”. But
this barely touches what the name really means. The Friendship Blessing captures the essence of Anam
Cara. I keep on board the boat a copy of a book “Anam Cara: a Book of Celtic Wisdom”, by John
O’Donohue. The author is a priest in Ireland. Below is a paragraph that describes who an Anam Cara is in
terms that I can’t begin to convey. The Friendship Blessing is from another chapter in the book.

The Anam Cara
In the Celtic tradition, there is a beautiful understanding of love and
friendship. One of the fascinating ideas here is the idea of soul-love;
the old Gaelic term for this is anam cara. Anam is the Gaelic word for
soul and cara is the word for friend. So anam cara in the Celtic world
was the “soul; friend.” In the early Celtic church, a person who acted as
a teacher, companion, or spiritual guide was called an anam cara. It
originally referred to someone to whom you confessed, revealing the
hidden intimacies of your life. With the anam cara you could share
your inner-most self, your mind and your heart. This friendship was an
act of recognition and belonging. When you had an anam cara, your
friendship cut across all convention, morality, and category. You were
joined in an ancient and eternal way with the “friend of your soul.”
A FRIENDSHIP BLESSING
May you be blessed with good friends. May you learn to be a good friend to yourself.
May you be able to journey to that place in your soul where there is great love, warmth,
feeling and forgiveness. May this change you. May it transfigure that which is negative, distant or cold in you. May you be brought into the real passion, kinship and affinity of belonging. May you treasure your friends. May you be good to them and be

there for them. May they bring you all the blessings, challenges, truth and light that you
need for your journey. May you never be isolated. May you always be in the gentle
nest of belonging with your Anam Cara.
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Stayed Informed:
Online Newsletter
There is an online archive of past
newsletters on our website.

Welcome to our Newest Members
Vince & Suzy Budinger
Shawn Fish

Attend General Meetings:
March 7th & November 7th
canceled, please check your email

Like us on Facebook!

Reminders:
To view pictures from all events
please click on the link below:

Swinomish Yacht Club –
Pictures
For Event Planning, please visit:
http://
www.swinomishyachtclub.org/
members/events/

SYC Cookbook—
Send recipes to Wendy Britt at
rwbmega@msn.com or give to her
at any event.

If interested please contact Pep or Felicia Lowe.
Additionally, We are starting to put together the 2021 Yearbook/
Directory of the Swinomish Yacht Club Membership. If you have any
address, phone number, boat name, email address or other changes
please email them to Webadmin@Swinomishyachtclub.org.
Additionally, if you would like to change your photo or if you are a
new member and didn’t include a photo when you joined up, that can
be emailed to Webadmin@Swinomishyachtclub.org as well. Photos
should be in a vertical format. As much as we all love our boats,
please send photo of you/yourselves .
One thing to note, in order to be in the yearbook for 2021 dues must
be paid by Jan 31, 2021.
Thank you!!
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SHIPS STORE
Taking pre-orders
High Quality Double Wall Stainless Steel Cup & Tumbler with vacuum insulation, for
hot and cold beverages
We have to buy in quantities of 48 for each so if we don’t get enough orders we’ll
send a note out.

16oz RED $32.85
Double wall stainless steel tumbler with vacuum insulation,
easy-clean threaded lid with locking mechanism and patented
AUTOSEAL push-button

12oz WHITE $19.80
Double wall stainless steel
thermal tumbler with copper
vacuum insulation, stainless
steel rim, push-on clear lid, and
powder coated finish

Please email your name, how many and what color to
Jan Robertson missjan71@gmail.com
SYC Name Tags w/boat name
Name tags are not automatically given out so if you would like to purchase one
they can be ordered through ‘Mister T’s Trophies’ on Westside Mt Vernon
360-424-9339
Thank you - Jan Robertson & Tracy Carr
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SYC Members - Just a reminder
– If you are a current marina tenant and you sponsor a new member to SYC, who is also a marina tenant, you can both
get a $150 credit to your moorage accounts.
- Use of Reciprocal Dock:
Þ Peak Season 1 night per visit, 1 visit per month. Electricity is $5.00 per night
Þ Off-Season 2 nights per visit, 2 visits per month. Electricity is $5.00 per night.
See membership book for further details.

Wanted: small boat trailer suitable for my 11 foot dingy. It
is a RIB and I am willing to pay a fair price. Please contact
Dave Pfost (425) 941-4566.

LACONNER YACHT SALES
Thinking of selling your powerboat? LaConner Yacht Sales
is busy with buyers and would like to talk with you about
lis!ng your vessel.
Give us a call or stop by the oﬃce located in the
LaConner Marina. 360-466-3300.
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Covid-19—As conditions change, please watch email for any updates
to upcoming events
Event:

Host:

Date:

Fall General Membership Meeting Canceled—Check email

November 7th

Christmas Decorating Party

SYC Board

December 5th

Lighted Christmas Boat Parade

Toycen

December 12th

Commodores Ball

Mitch & Jill Ruth

January 23rd, 2021

* Note: for hosts of club events, if you would like a ﬂyer to be added to the newsle$er for your upcoming event please send to

Amy Roosa at amy.roosa@gmail.com at least a month prior to the event. I can assist with content and design.

Event Planning - Helpful Hints and Resources:
·
·
·
·
·

·

Review past Channel Markers for inspiration on your event
Provide event information/flyer to the Newsletter Director at least month prior to event
Send email to the club about your event at least month prior
If the event requires reservations at the marina, the hosts should send out a mass email to
club asking for RSVP’s at least 3 weeks prior to event
At least 1 week prior to event, send email out as a reminder and showing those who have
RSVP’d. Also provide slip assignments, if applicable.
Please go to http://www.swinomishyachtclub.org/members/event-planning/ for
event planning forms. These forms contain information that you may find helpful
when planning.

Swinomish Yacht
Club
P.O. Box 602
La Conner, WA 98257

Website:
www.swinomishyachtclub.org
Website Administrator: Felicia Lowe
Channel Marker Editor: Amy Roosa

Jan Robertson and Tracy Carr
Ship’s Store Managers

Be sure to get the latest from the Ship’s Store! Check it out here!
http://www.companycasuals.com/SYClub/start.jsp

Our club was formed to promote safe boating and sponsor marine events to stimulate interest and family involvement in boating.

